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ACT  OF   INCORPORATION. 


[Chaptbb  352,  Acts  of  1891.] 

An  Act  to  establish  the  Trustees  of  Public  Rbsbryations. 

Section  1.  Frederick  L.  Ames,  Philip  A.  Chase,  Christopher 
Clarke,  Charles  R.  Codman,  Elisha  S.  Converse,  George  F.  Hoar, 
John  J.  Rassell,  Leverett  Saltonstall,  Charles  8.  Sargent,  Na- 
thaniel S.  Shaler,  George  Sheldon,  William  S.  Shurtleff,  George 
H.  Tucker,  Francis  A.  Walker,  George  Wigglesworth,  their  asso- 
ciates and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the  name 
of  The  Trustees  of  Public  Reservations,  for  the  purpose  of  acquir- 
ing, holding,  arranging,  maintaining,  and  opening  to  the  public, 
under  suitable  regulations,  beautiful  and  historical  places  and 
tracts  of  land  within  this  Commonwealth)  with  the  powers  and 
privileges  and  subject  to  the  duties  set  forth  in  chapter  one  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  of  the  Public  Statutes  and  in  such  other  general 
laws  as  now  are  or  hereafter  may  be  in  force  relating  to  such 
corporations  ;  but  said  corporation  shall  have  no  capital  stock. 

Section  2.  Said  corporation  may  acquire  and  hold  by  grant, 
gift,  devise,  purchase,  or  otherwise,  real  estate,  such  as  it  may 
deem  worthy  of  preservation  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  public,  but 
not  exceeding  one  million  dollars  in  value,  and  such  other  prop- 
erty, both  real  and  personal,  as  may  be  necessary  or  proper  to 
support  or  promote  the  objects  of  the  corporation,  but  not  exceed- 
ing in  the  aggregate  the  further  sum  of  one  million  dollars. 

Section  3.  All  personal  property  held  by  said  corporation, 
and  all  lands  which  it  may  cause  to  be  opened  and  kept  open  to 
the  public,  and  all  lands  which  it  may  acquire  and  hold  with  this 
object  in  view,  shall  be  exempt  from  taxation  in  the  same  manner 
and  to  the  same  extent  as  the  property  of  literary,  benevolent, 
charitable,  and  scientific  institutions  incorporated  within  this  Com- 
monwealth is  now  exempt  by  law ;  but  no  lands  so  acquired  and 
held  and  not  open  to  the  public  shall  be  so  exempt  from  taxation 
for  a  longer  period  than  two  years.  Said  corporation  shall  never 
make  any  division  or  dividend  of  or  from  its  property  or  income 
among  its  members. 

Section  4.    This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 
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BY-LAWS   OF  THE  TRUSTEES    OF  PUBLIC    RES- 
ERVATIONS. 


ARTICLE  L 

Of  Membebs. 

The  members  of  the  corporation  shall  be  residents  of  Massachu- 
setts,  and  their  number  shall  not  exceed  fifty. 

The  Standing  Committee  may,  if  it  sees  fit,  nominate  persons 
to  membership  by  inserting  the  names  of  candidates  upon  the 
notice  of  warning  of  any  meeting.  The  election  shall  take  place 
at  any  meeting  subsequent  to  such  notice,  and  shall  be  by  ballot 
upon  the  names  proposed  by  the  Standing  Committee ;  and  any 
person  who  receives  the  votes  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  pres- 
ent and  voting  shall,  on  his  acceptance  in  writing  of  his  election, 
be  declared  and  enrolled  a  member  of  the  corporation.  Member- 
ship may  be  terminated  by  resignation,  and  shall  be  terminated  by 
failure  for  three  successive  years  to  attend  the  annual  meeting ; 
but  in  the  latter  case  the  Standing  Committee  may  by  vote  sus- 
pend the  operation  of  this  rule  when  it  sees  best. 

ARTICLE  IL 

Of  Foundebs,  Life  Associates  and  ComniBUTORS. 

All  persons  from  whom  the  corporation  shall  receive  real  or 
personal  property  to  the  value  of  one  thousand  dollars  or  more 
shall  be  permanently  enrolled  as  Founders. 

All  persons  not  entitled  to  be  enrolled  as  Founders,  from  whom 
the  corporation  shall  receive  real  or  personal  property  to  the 
value  of  one  hundred  dollars  or  more,  shall  be  enrolled  during 
life  as  Life  Associates. 

All  persons,  societies  or  corporations  not  entitled  to  be  enrolled 
as  Founders  or  Life  Associates,  from  whom  the  corporation  shall 
receive  one  or  more  dollars,  shall  be  enrolled  as  contributors  for 
the  year  in  which  payment  of  such  sum  is  made. 
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ARTICLE  III. 

Of  Meetings. 

1.  The  annaal  meeting  of  the  corporation  shall  be  held  on  the 
last  Wednesday  in  January,  in  Boston  or  at  such  other  city  or 
town  in  the  Commonwealth,  and  at  such  time  and  place,  as  the 
Standing  Committee  may  determine.  A  quorum  for  the  transac- 
tion of  business  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  seven  members,  but 
a  majority  of  the  members  present  and  voting  may  adjourn  any 
meeting  from  time  to  time  until  the  business  shall  have  been 
finished. 

In  the  event  of  the  annual  meeting,  by  mistake  or  otherwise, 
not  being  called  and  held  as  herein  prescribed,  the  Standing 
Committee  shall  order  a  special  meeting  to  be  called  and  held  in 
lieu  of  and  for  the  purposes  of  the  annual  meeting. 

Special  meetings  of  the  corporation  may  be  called  by  the  Stand- 
ing Committee,  to  meet  at  any  time  and  place.  A  quorum  at  a 
special  meeting  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  seven  members. 

2.  At  all  meetings  the  President  shall  take  the  chair  as  soon  as 
a  quorum  is  present;  and  the  record  of  the  preceding  meeting 
shall  then  be  read,  unless  such  reading  is  dispensed  with  by  the 
unanimous  consent  of  those  present.  After  which  at  all  special 
meetings  the  business  for  which  the  meeting  was  called  shall  be 
transacted,  and  at  the  annual  meeting  the  order  of  business  shall 
be  as  follows :  — 

First.  —  The  unfinished  business  and  the  assignments  of  the 
last  meeting  shall  be  announced  by  the  Secretary  to  the  President, 
and  taken  up  in  order. 

Second,  —  The  Secretary  shall  be  called  on  to  submit  a  written 
report  of  the  doings  of  the  Standing  Committee  for  the  year  end- 
ing with  the  previous  Slst  of  December. 

Third,  —  The  Treasurer  shall  be  called  upon  to  submit  a  written 
report  of  his  doings  for  the  year  ending  with  the  previous  Slst  of 
December,  and  the  financial  condition  of  the  corporation  at  that 
date. 

Fourth,  —  The  Committee  to  audit  the  Treasurer's  accounts 
shall  be  called  on  for  a  report. 

Fifth,  —  Any  special  committee  which  may  have  been  appointed 
during  the  year  shall  be  called  on  to  report. 

Sixth,  —  If  the  Standing  Committee  shall  have  proposed  changes 
in  the  By-laws,  the  same  shall  be  voted  upon,  as  provided  in 
Article  VII. 

Seventh,  —  If  the  Standing  Committee  shall  have  made  any  nom- 
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inations  to  membership  in  the  corporation,  an  election  shall  be 
held|  as  provided  in  Article  I. 

Eighth.  —  An  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  shall  be 
held  as  provided  in  Article  IV.,  Section  1. 

Niwth.  —  On  the  announcement  of  the  vote  the  newly  elected 
President  shall  take  the  chair,  and  shall  give  the  members  present 
an  opportunity  to  present  new  business. 

Tenth,  —  The  newly  elected  President  shall  appoint  a  committee 
to  audit  the  Treasurer's  accounts. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

Op  Officers. 

1.  The  officers  of  the  corporation  shall  be  a  President,  a  Vice- 
President,  a  Secretary  and  a  Treasurer.  The  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  shall  be  ex^offidia  members  of  the  Standing  Committee, 
which  shall  consist  of  seven  persons  in  all.  The  officers  and  the 
Standing  Committee  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  corporation,  an  adjournment  thereof,  or  at  a  meeting  in 
lien  of  such  annual  meeting,  as  above  provided ;  and  they  shall 
bold  their  offices  for  one  year,  or  until  others  are  duly  chosen 
and  qualified  in  their  stead.  Any  vacancy  occurring  in  any  of 
the  above  offices  from  death,  resignation,  or  inability,  shall  be 
filled  by  the  Standing  Committee  at  their  next  regular  meeting  or 
at  a  special  meeting  to  be  called  for  the  purpose  before  such 
regular  meeting. 

2.  The  President  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  corporation. 
If  he  is  absent,  the  Vice-President,  and,  if  the  Vice-President  is 
also  absent,  a  President  pro  tempore^  chosen  by  hand  vote  of  the 
members  of  the  corporation  present,  shall  preside,  and  shall  have 
ail  the  powers  and  perform  all  the  duties  of  the  President. 

3.  The  Secretary  shall  warn  the  members  of  all  meetings  of 
the  corporation,  according  as  he  may  be  directed  by  votes  of  the 
Standing  Committee.  He  shall  call  the  meetings  of  the  Standing 
Committee  as  he  may  be  directed  by  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee or  on  the  request  in  writing  of  any  two  members  thereof. 
He  shall  carry  on  all  the  correspondence  of  the  corporation  not 
otherwise  provided  for,  and  shall,  when  the  correspondence  is  of 
importance,  preserve  copies  of  the  letters  sent  and  the  original 
letters  received,  for  transmission  with  his  records  to  his  successor 
in  office.  He  shall  keep  an  exact  record  of  all  meetings  of  the 
corporation  and  of  the  Standing  Committee,  with  the  names  of 
the  members  present,  entering  in  full  all  reports  of  committees 
which  may  be  accepted  by  either  body,  unless  otherwise  directed. 
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At  the  Janaary  meeting  of  the  Standing  Committee  he  shall 
make  a  written  report  of  the  doings  of  that  body  for  the  year 
ending  on  the  previous  81st  of  December;  and,  if  the  report  is 
approved,  he  shall  present  it  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  corpora- 
tion. 

4.  The  Treasurer  shall,  when  directed,  as  provided  in  the  next 
paragraph,  make  disbursements;  and  he  shall  also  collect  all 
moneys  due  to  the  corporation,  and  shall  keep  regular  and  faith- 
ful accounts  of  all  the  moneys  and  funds  of  the  corporation  which 
shall  come  into  his  hands  and  of  all  receipts  and  expenditures  con- 
nected with  the  same,  which  accounts  shall  always  be  open  to  the 
inspection  of  members  of  the  corporation.  He  shall  make  no 
investments  and  pay  no  moneys  without  either  the  approval  of  a 
majority  of  the  Standing  Committee  or  else  of  such  officer  or  com- 
mittee as  said  Standing  Committee  shall  appoint  to  act  for  it  in 
these  matters. 

At  the  January  meeting  of  the  Standing  Committee  he  shall 
make  a  written  report  of  his  doings  for  the  year  ending  on  the 
previous  Slstof  December;  and,  if  his  report  is  approved,  he  shall 
present  it  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation. 

ARTICLE   V. 

Of  the  Standing  CoioinTEB. 

The  Standing  Committee  shall,  at  its  first  meeting  after  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  corporation  in  each  year,  elect  a  chairman, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  committee. 
In  his  absence  a  chairman  pro  tempore  may  be  chosen  by  hand 
vote. 

The  Standing  Committee  shall  meet  at  least  once  in  every 
month,  and  a  quorum  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  three  members. 

The  Standing  Committee  may  nominate  or  refuse  to  nominate 
new  members  of  the  corporation,  may  accept  or  decline  gifts 
offered  to  the  corporation,  may  approve  or  disapprove  investments 
or  expenditures  proposed  by  the  Treasurer,  may  approve  or  disap- 
prove all  bills  against  the  corporation,  may  appoint  sub-committees 
of  their  number,  may  appoint  and  remove  agents,  may  engage 
whatever  assistance  is  needed  to  administer  the  affairs  of  the  cor- 
poration, may  designate  such  agents  and  employees  by  such  titles 
as  they  may  deem  proper,  and,  in  general,  may  exercise  all  the 
executive  powers  of  the  corporation. 
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TENTH  ANIWAL  REPORT 


OF  THS 


Trustees  of  Public  Reservations- 


The  Standing  Committee  of  the  Trustees  of  Public  Reser- 
vations submit  herewith  their  tenth  annual  report. 

It  seems  desirable,  at  the  close  of  the  first  ten  years  in  the 
life  of  this  corporation,  to  review  its  history  during  that 
period.  This  report  will  therefore  state  briefly  the  origin  of 
the  organization  and  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  created, 
the  acquirements  which  it  has  S4>  far  made  of  beautiful  and 
historic  places  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  public,  and  into 
what  other  fields  of  activity  it  has  found  occasion  to  enter. 

The  creation  of  a  Board  of  Trustees  authorized  to  receive 
and  hold  gifts  to  the  people  of  tracts  of  land  of  special  value, 
either  for  their  scenic  beauty  or  historical  interest,  had  its 
origin,  no  doubt,  in  a  broad  sense,  in  a  need  which  was  gen- 
erally recognized  as  soon  as  it  was  brought  to  public  atten- 
tion. It  was  due,  however,  to  the  late  Charles  Eliot  that 
this  idea  was  given  form,  and  it  was  he  who  worked  out  the 
details  of  the  plan  which  resulted  in  the  creation  of  this 
Board.  Charles  Eliot's  great  work  and  his  lasting  monu- 
ment, as  is  well  known,  is  the  Metropolitan  Park  System  of 
Boston ;  but  it  is  not  so  well  known  that  the  creation  of  this 
Board  was  an  important  step  in  the  movement  which  resulted 
in  that  greater  achievement.  The  first  event  in  the  history 
of  this  organization  was  the  appointment,  on  April  2,  1890, 
of  a  committee  of  three  by  the  Appalachian  Mountain  Club 
to  call  a  meeting  of  persons  interested  in  the  preservation  of 
scenery  and  historical  sites  in  Massachusetts.  This  com- 
mittee, on  May  10,  1890,  sent  out  a  circular  letter  to  about 
two  thousand  persons,  resident  in  all  parts  of  Massachusetts, 
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inviting  them  to  attend  a  meeting  for  discussing  this  sabject, 
to  be  held  in  Boston  at  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Tech- 
nology on  May  24,  1890.  The  circular  was  accompanied  by 
an  outline  of  a  scheme  for  the  establishment  of  a  Board  of 
Trustees,  empowered  to  acquire,  by  gift,  lands  possessing 
natural  beauty  or  historical  interest,  with  the  duty  of  holding 
them,  free  of  taxes,  open  to  the  public,  and  also  to  hold 
funds  for  their  maintenance.  The  meeting  was  largely  at- 
tended, and  was  addressed  by  men  prominent  in  works  of 
public  interest,  and  many  letters  of  encouragement  were  read 
from  others  who  were  unable  to  be  present.  The  important 
point  brought  out  at  that  meeting  was  not  so  much  the  de- 
sirability of  the  preservation  of  beautiful  spots  and  historic 
places  in  Massachusetts,  which  all  recognized,  but  the  need 
of  some  instrumentality  for  accomplishing  the  object  desired. 
It  was  pointed  out  that  the  necessity  for  special  acts  of  the 
Legislature  and  the  trouble  involved  in  organizing  special 
societies  or  boards  of  trustees  discouraged  and  hindered 
attempts  to  preserve  such  places,  and  that  what  was  needed 
was  an  existing  board,  ready  at  any  time  to  act  when  occa- 
sion offered.  The  outline  of  a  scheme  sent  out  with  the  cir- 
cular met  with  general  approval,  and  a  strong  committee  was 
appointed  to  promote,  in  such  ways  as  it  should  seem  to 
them  advisable,  the  establishment  of  such  a  board  of  trustees. 
A  petition  was  prepared  by  a  sub-committee  and  presented 
to  the  General  Court,  asking  for  the  passage  of  an  act  on  the 
lines  of  the  scheme  described  above.  An  act  substantially 
in  that  form  was  passed  by  the  Legislature,  and  duly  ap- 
proved on  May  21,  1891.  By  this  act,  which  is  printed  at 
the  beginning  of  this  report,  the  incorporators  (one  from 
each  county  except  Nantucket)  and  their  associates  and  suc- 
cessors were  created  a  corporation  <<for  the  purpose  of 
acquiring,  holding,  arranging,  maintaining  and  opening  to 
the  public,  under  suitable  regulations,  beautiful  and  historical 
places  and  tracts  of  land  within  this  Commonwealth."  The 
corporation  was  authorized  to  acquire  by  gift,  purchase  or 
devise,  real  estate  for  its  purposes  to  the  extent  of  one 
million  dollars,  and  such  other  property,  real  or  personal,  to 
the  same  amount  as  might  be  necessary  or  proper  to  support 
or  promote  the  objects  of  the  corporation.     All  its  personal 
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property  and  all  lands  opened  to  the  public  were  freed  from 
taxation.     Proper  provision  was  also  made  to  prevent  any 
diversion  of  the  property  of  the  corporation  to  private  use. 
Under  this  act  the  corporation  was  duly  organized  on  June 
269  1891,  when  by-laws  were  adopted  and  officers  elected. 
The  active  management  of  affairs  was  placed  in  the  hands  of 
a  standing  committee,  with  the  duty  of  reporting  their  doings 
to  the  corporation  at  its  annual  meeting.     This,  briefly,  is 
the  history  of  the  organization  of  this  Board,  which  is  told 
with  interesting  details  in  the  first  annual  report  of  the 
society.     It  is  to  be  noted,  both  from  the  act  of  incorpora- 
tion and  from  the  events  leading  up  to  its  passage,  that  the 
primary  object  to  be  accomplished  was  the  creation  of  a  body 
authorized  to  receive  and  hold  for  the  public  such  gifts  of 
lands  as  should  be  deemed  suitable  for  the  purpose  which 
generous  and  public-spirited  persons  should  offer,  together 
with  such  funds  for  their  care  as  should  be  contributed.     The 
history  of  the  corporation  for  the  past  ten   years   amply 
demonstrates  that  the  founders  of  the  corporation  anticipated 
a  real  need,  and  that  their  action  has  preserved  for  all  time 
much  that  otherwise  might  have  been  lost  to  public  use  and 
enjoyment. 

Virginia  Wood  was  the  first  gift  to  be  accepted  by  the 
trustees.  A  bronze  tablet,  which  your  committee  had  made 
to  record  permanently  the  facts  concerning  the  gift,  states 
them  as  follows :  — 


VIRGINIA  WOOD 

GIVEN  INTO  THE  KEBPIMG  OF  THE 

TRUSTEES  OF  PUBLIC  RESERVATIONS 

BT 
FANNY  FOSTER  TUDOR 

IN  MEMOBT  OF  HER  DAUQHTEB 

VIRGINIA  TUDOR 
1894. 


Before  accepting  this  tract  of  land,  it  was  necessary  that  a 
sufficient  fund  for  its  care  and  maintenance  should  be  pro- 
vided.    Through  the  activity  of  several  gentlemen  a  fund  of 
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about  two  thoasand  dollars  was  raised  by  subscription,  and 
the  acceptance  of  the  gift  made  possible.  Virginia  Wood  is 
in  the  town  of  Stoneham,  near  the  boundary  line  between 
that  town  and  Melrose.  It  is  easily  reached  in  a  walk  of 
fifteen  minutes  westerly  from  the  Wyoming  station  on  the 
western  division  of  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad.  It  lies 
between  three  well-known  highways,  —  Ravine  Road,  Wood- 
land Road  and  Pond  Street,  the  latter  being  the  continuation 
in  Stoneham  of  Wyoming  Avenue  in  Melrose.  This  tract  of 
twenty  acres  is  beautifully  wooded,  and  is  especially  noted 
for  its  noble  pines.  Spot  Pond  Brook,  the  natural  outlet  of 
Spot  Pond,  flows  through  the  centre  of  the  wood,  and  at  one 
place  tumbles  over  an  old  dam  where  many  years  ago  a  mill 
stood.  The  small  animal  life  of  the  woods,  such  as  squirrels, 
rabbits  and  partridges,  are  common  in  this  region,  and  with 
the  protection  they  receive  are  gradually  increasing.  In 
1894  the  Metropolitan  Park  Commission  made  its  land 
takings  for  the  Middlesex  Fells  Reservation,  and  included 
within  its  takings,  so  far  as  it  legally  could  do  so,  Virginia 
Wood.  No  question  has  ever  arisen,  or  is  likely  to  arise, 
as  to  the  precise  legal  effect  of  this  action,  inasmuch  as  the 
purposes  of  the  two  boards  are  the  same.  The  identity  of 
Virginia  Wood  has  been  preserved  by  marking  its  bound- 
aries with  stone  bounds.  This  Board  has  been  relieved  of 
the  details  of  caring  for  the  woods,  as  the  Metropolitan  Com- 
mission have  so  far  provided  for  its  policing  and  fire  protec- 
tion with  the  rest  of  the  Fells.  A  few  paths  and  a  rustic 
bridge  have  been  built,  and  especial  care  given  to  forestry, 
both  as  to  the  preservation  of  the  old  and  the  encouragement 
of  the  new  tree  growth.  The  aim,  however,  has  been  to 
retain  the  natural  character  of  the  wood,  which  has  been 
noted  for  its  beauties  for  many  years. 

Goodwill  Park  in  Falmouth  was  received  from  the  late 
Joseph  Story  Fay  in  1894.  As  its  name  implies  and  the 
bronze  tablet  placed  by  him  on  the  post  at  the  western  en-  ' 
trance  says,  it  was  an  expression  of  his  good  will  to  the 
people  of  Falmouth,  where  his  summers  were  spent  for  many 
years.  It  was  one  of  the  many  tracts  of  woodland  of  that 
region  which  owe  their  preservation  to  Mr.  Fay.  It  lies 
between,  and  has  entrances  upon,  the  two  roads  running 


18  PUBLIC   RESERVATIONS. 

Dorth  from  Falmouth.  It  is  a  tract  of  seventy  acres,  the 
greater  portion  of  which  is  wooded,  and  contains,  among 
other  interesting  trees,  an  oak  of  extraordinaiy  spread  of 
limb.  It  borders  upon  two  ponds,  the  larger  of  which  is 
much  frequented  for  boating  and  fishing.  A  grove  and 
beach  at  the  southern  end  of  this  pond  is  a  favorite  spot  for 
picnicking,  which  is  permitted  under  reasonable  regulations. 
On  land  adjoining  the  park  the  pumping  station  of  the  water 
works  of  the  town  has  recently  been  built.  The  entrance 
road  to  the  pumping  station  has  been  extended  into  the  park, 
thus  forminfi^  a  third  and  convenient  entrance  from  the  his:h- 
ways.  The  town  has  annually  made  a  sufficient  appropria- 
tion for  the  care  of  these  lands,  and  the  Trustees  have  been 
represented  by  a  local  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  E.  Pier- 
son  Beebe,  Mr.  William  Taggard  Piper  and  Mr.  J.  C. 
Robinson. 

Rocky  Narrows  Reservation  was  secured  and  deeded  to 
the  Trustees  in  1897  by  Augustus  Hemenway,  who  desired 
to  see  preserved  a  charming  bit  of  scenery  long  known  to 
canoeists  as  <'The  Gates  of  the  Charles."  It  is  a  point  on 
the  Charles  River  near  the  junction  of  the  boundary  lines  of 
the  towns  of  Dover,  Medfield  and  Sherburn,  where  the  river, 
after  winding  through  broad  meadows,  passes  between  rocky 
ledges  crowned  with  hemlocks.  The  right  bank  is  a  portion 
of  the  lands  secured  by  the  State  for  the  Medfield  Insane 
Asylum.  Mr.  Hemenway's  gift  consists  of  twenty-one  acres 
on  the  left  bank  in  Sherburn,  and  includes  not  only  the 
ledges  and  hemlocks,  but  also  a  picturesque  little  meadow 
known  as  **The  Dingle  Hole."  This  secluded  spot  can  be 
reached  either  from  Sherburn  or  Medfield,  but  to  be  best 
appreciated  it  should  be  approached  from  the  river.  From 
South  Natick  it  is  a  paddle  of  two  hours  in  a  canoe.  It  has 
long  been  a  favorite  camping  ground  for  canoeists.  Mr. 
Robert  S.  Minot  is  the  local  committee  for  this  reservation, 
and  the  Trustees  are  also  indebted  to  the  superintendent  of 
the  Medfield  Hospital  for  general  care  of  the  place. 

Mount  Anne  Park  in  Gloucester  was  conveyed  to  this 
Board  in  1897  by  William,  Charles  S.,  Robert  S.  and  Lau- 
rence Minot.  The  gift  was  made  in  fulfilment  of  the  long- 
cherished  wish  and  purpose  of  their  father,  the  elder  William 
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MiDot,  to  dedicate  some  spot  of  nataral  beauty  to  the  memory 
of  his  SOD9  Henry  Davis  Minot,  who  in  his  short  life  had 
already  attained  distinction  as  a  naturalist.  A  fund  of  one 
thousand  dollars  for  the  maintenance  of  the  park  was  sub- 
scribed by  personal  friends  and  members  of  the  family.  The 
prominent  feature  of  the  park,  which  consists  of  fifty  acres 
of  woodland,  is  Mount  Anne,  the  highest  point  of  land  in  the 
yicinity  of  Cape  Ann.  From  its  summit  the  view  both  sea- 
ward and  landward  is  extensive  and  beautiful.  The  wood- 
land is  attractive,  and  contains  many  interesting  boulders. 
The  near-by  ponds  are  used  as  reservoirs  for  the  local  water 
works,  and  assure  the  preservation  of  much  adjacent  wood- 
land beside  that  included  in  the  park.  It  is  a  condition  of 
the  deed  that  this  tract  of  land  shall  be  preserved  as  a  wild 
park,  and  little  has  been  done  beyond  keeping  the  main 
paths  open,  and  putting  up  guiding  signs  where  necessary. 
It  is  intended  to  erect  an  observatory  of  simple  form  on  the 
mountain  during  the  coming  year,  of  sufficient  height  to 
overlook  the  tree  growth,  which  is  shutting  in  the  view  from 
the  summit.  The  park  is  easily  reached  from  the  West 
Gloucester  station  on  the  Gloucester  branch  of  the  eastern 
division  of  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad,  or  by  the  Beverly, 
Essex  &  Gloucester  Street  Railroad.  The  path  to  the 
mountain  leaves  Essex  Avenue  on  the  left  about  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  station.  Mr.  Sidney  F.  Haskell 
of  Gloucester  is  the  local  committee  for  this  park. 

Governor  Hutchinson's  Field  was  a  portion  of  the  Milton 
homestead  of  the  well-known  governor  of  Colonial  Massa- 
chusetts. It  is  an  open  field  of  ten  acres,  extending  from 
the  highway  on  Milton  Hill  down  ^to  the  Neponset  River, 
and  afibrding  a  view  of  surpassing  beauty  across  the  meadows 
of  the  Neponset  to  the  sea  beyond.  These  meadows  are  now 
a  part  of  the  Metropolitan  Park  System,  the  value  of  which 
is  much  enhanced  by  the  addition  of  the  field  as  a  public 
open  space,  from  which  their  beauty  through  the  changing 
seasons  can  best  be  observed.  It  was  largely  due  to  the  late 
John  M.  Forbes  and  members  of  his  family  that  Governor 
Hutchinson's  Field,  surrounded  as  it  is  by  large  and  attractive 
residences,  had  been  kept  open  for  many  years.  Mr.  Forbes 
and  his  sister,  Mrs.  Mary  F.  Cunningham,  gave  nearly  three- 
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*  James  S.  Gbinnell,  Greenfield. 
Sidney  F.  Haskell,  Gloucester. 
Augustus  Hemenway,  Canton. 
Henby  M.  Lovebino,  Taunton. 
Abthub  Lyman,  Waltham. 
Geobob  C.  Mann,  Jamaica  Plain. 


*  Deceased. 
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Charles  S.  Minot,  Milton. 
Robert  S.  Mimot,  Manchester. 
BOBBRT  O.  Morris,  Springfield. 
Nathabibl  Morton,  Plymouth. 
Daniel  H.  Newton,  Holyoke. 
Jakes  H.  Newton,  Holyoke. 
Frederick  Law  Olmsted,  Jr.,  Brook- 
line. 
Henry  L.  Parker,  Worcester. 
William  T.  Piper,  Cambridge. 
John  Robinson,  Salem. 
*  John  J.  Russell,  Plymouth. 


*  Leterett  Saltonstall,  Newton. 
Nathaniel  S.  Shalbr,  Tlsbury. 
Henry  R.  Shaw,  Boston. 

*  William  S.  Shvrtleff,  Springfield. 

*  Daniel  D.  Slade,  Newton. 
Joseph  Tucker,  Pittsfleld. 
Oeorob  H.  Tucker,  Pittsfield. 

*  Francis  a.  Walker,  Boston. 
William  Whiting,  Holyoke. 
Moses  Williams,  Brookline. 
Frank  H.  Wright,  Great  Barrington. 
Walter  C.  Wright,  Med  ford. 


FOUNDERS 


Miss  Helen  C.  Butler,  Now  York. 
Miss  Ellen  Chase,  Brookline. 
Mrs.  Mart  F.  Cunningham,  Milton. 

*  Joseph  Story  Fat,  Falmouth. 

*  John  M.  Forbes,  Milton. 

*  Mrs.  John  M.  Forbes,  Milton. 
Mrs.  Edith  E.  Forbes,  Milton. 
Edward  W.  Forbes,  Milton. 
Miss  Edith  Forbes,  Milton. 

J.  Malcolm  Forbes,  Milton. 


Augustus  Hemenway,  Canton. 

*  William  Minot,  Boston. 
Charles  Sedgwick  Minot,  Milton. 
Robert  Sedgwick  Minot,  Manches- 
ter. 

Laurence  Minot,  Boston. 

*  George  R.  R.  Rivers,  Milton. 
Bliss  Mary  Rivers,  Milton. 

*  Mrs.  Fanny  Foster  Tudor,  Boston. 
George  Wiggles  worth,  Milton. 


LIFE  ASSOCIATES. 


Harbison  O.  Afthorp,  Milton. 
Mrs.  Harrison  O.  Apthorp,  Milton. 
Henry  Brooks,  Lincoln. 
Peter  C.  Brooks,  Boston. 
Shepherd  Brooks,  Boston. 
J.  Henry  Brooks,  Milton. 
Joseph  Brewer,  Milton. 
Edward  M.  Brewer,  Milton. 
Miss  Brewer,  Milton. 


John  C.  Cobb,  Milton. 
Mrs.  Louis  Cabot,  Brookline. 
Miss  C.  H.  Cabot,  Brookline. 
Mrs.  Edward  M.  Cart,  Milton. 
Miss  Hester  Cunningham,  Milton. 
Arthur  F.  Estabrook,  Boston. 
W.  E.  C.  EUSTIS,  Milton. 
George  A.  Farlow,  Boston. 
Mrs.  Rose  D.  Forbes,  Milton. 


*  Deceased. 
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J.  MUBSAT  FOBBE8,  Mllton. 

W.  Cambbok  F0BHE8,  Wostwood. 
Miss  C.  F.  FoBBBSf  Milton. 
Baij»h  E.  Fobbbs,  Milton. 

*  HOBATIO  J.  GiLBEBT,  MUton. 

Samuel  Gahnbtt,  Ifilton. 
H.  C.  Gaxlaghbb,  Milton. 
Mrs.  Gbiffith,  Milton. 
H.  H.  HuNNBWBLi.,  Boston. 

A.  I>.  HOUilNGBWOBTH,  MiltOn. 

Miss  M.  C.  Jackbon,  Boston. 
Miss  Hbleh  L.  Jaqubs,  Milton. 
Mrs.  Fbangis  Jaqubs,  Milton. 
Miss  Amelia  H.  Jones,  New  Bedford. 
Mrs.  Mabt  li.  JoHBS,  New  Bedford. 
Nathaniel  T.  Kiddbb,  Milton. 


William  C.  Lobino,  Boston. 
William  J.  Ladd,  Boston. 
Mrs.  Henbt  Lee,  Brookline. 
H.  A.  Lamb,  Milton. 
Mrs.  John  C.  Phillips,  Boston. 
Mrs.  Oliyeb  W.  Pbabodt,  Milton. 
Wallace  L.  Piebce,  Milton. 
Jambs  Sayaob  Bussell,  Milton. 
Miss  Mabion  Russell,  Boston. 
Mrs.  Henbt  S.  Russell,  Milton. 
Chables  S.  Saboent,  Brookline. 
John  B.  Thatbb,  South  Lancaster. 
William  Whiting,  Holyoke. 

*  Edward  Wubblwbioht,  Boston. 
Ellebton  p.  Whitnet,  Milton. 

*  Habbibt  F.  Wolcott,  Boston. 


*  Deceased. 
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ACT  OF   INCORPORATION. 


[Chapter  852,  Acts  of  1891.] 

An  Act  to  establish  the  Trustees  of  Public  Reservations. 

Section  1.  Frederick  L.  Ames,  Philip  A.  Chase,  Christopher 
Clarke,  Charles  R.  Codman,  Elisha  S.  Converse,  George  F.  Hoar, 
John  J.  Russell,  Leverett  Saltonstall,  Charles  S.  Sargent,  Na- 
thaniel S.  Shaler,  George  Sheldon,  William  S.  Shurtleff,  George 
H.  Tacker,  Francis  A.  Walker,  George  Wigglesworth,  their  asso- 
ciates and  saccessors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the  name 
of  The  Trustees  of  Public  Reservations,  for  the  purpose  of  acquir- 
ing, holding,  arranging,  maintaining,  and  opening  to  the  public, 
under  suitable  regulations,  beautiful  and  historical  places  and 
tracts  of  land  within  this  Commonwealth)  with  the  powers  and 
privileges  and  subject  to  the  duties  set  forth  in  chapter  one  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  of  the  Public  Statutes  and  in  such  other  general 
laws  as  now  are  or  hereafter  may  be  in  force  relating  to  such 
corporations  ;  but  said  corporation  shall  have  no  capital  stock. 

Section  2.  Said  corporation  may  acquire  and  hold  by  grant, 
gift,  devise,  purchase,  or  otherwise,  real  estate,  such  as  it  may 
deem  worthy  of  preservation  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  public,  but 
not  exceeding  one  million  dollars  in  value,  and  such  other  prop- 
erty, both  real  and  personal,  as  may  be  necessary  or  proper  to 
support  or  promote  the  objects  of  the  corporation,  but  not  exceed- 
ing in  the  aggregate  the  further  sum  of  one  million  dollars. 

Section  8.  All  personal  property  held  by  said  corporation, 
and  all  lands  which  it  may  cause  to  be  opened  and  kept  open  to 
the  public,  and  all  lands  which  it  may  acquire  and  hold  with  this 
object  in  view,  shall  be  exempt  from  taxation  in  the  same  manner 
and  to  the  same  extent  as  the  property  of  literary,  benevolent, 
charitable,  and  scientific  institutions  incorporated  within  this  Com- 
monwealth is  now  exempt  by  law ;  but  no  lands  so  acquired  and 
held  and  not  open  to  the  public  shall  be  so  exempt  from  taxation 
for  a  longer  period  than  two  years.  Said  corporation  shall  never 
make  any  division  or  dividend  of  or  from  its  property  or  income 
among  its  members. 

Section  4.    This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 
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BY-LAWS  OF  THE  TRUSTEES    OF  PUBUC    RES- 

ERVATIONS* 


ARTICLE  I. 

Of  Membebs. 

The  members  of  the  corporation  shall  be  residents  of  Massachu- 
setts, and  their  nnmber  shall  not  exceed  fifty. 

The  Standing  Committee  may,  if  it  sees  fit,  nominate  persons 
to  membership  by  inserting  the  names  of  candidates  upon  the 
notice  of  warning  of  any  meeting.  The  election  shall  take  place 
at  any  meeting  subsequent  to  such  notice,  and  shall  be  by  ballot 
npon  the  names  proposed  by  the  Standing  Committee ;  and  any 
person  who  receives  the  votes  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  pres- 
ent and  voting  shall,  on  his  acceptance  in  writing  of  his  election, 
be  declared  and  enrolled  a  member  of  the  corporation.  Member- 
ship may  be  terminated  by  resignation,  and  shall  be  terminated  by 
failure  for  three  successive  years  to  attend  the  annual  meeting ; 
but  in  the  latter  case  the  Standing  Committee  may  by  vote  sus- 
pend the  operation  of  this  rule  when  it  sees  best. 

ARTICLE  IL 

Of  Foundebs,  Life  Associates  and  Contributors. 

All  persons  from  whom  the  corporation  shall  receive  real  or 
personal  property  to  the  value  of  one  thousand  dollars  or  more 
shall  be  permanently  enrolled  as  Founders. 

All  persons  not  entitled  to  be  enrolled  as  Founders,  from  whom 
the  corporation  shall  receive  real  or  personal  property  to  the 
value  of  one  hundred  dollars  or  more,  shall  be  enrolled  during 
life  as  Life  Associates. 

All  persons,  societies  or  corporations  not  entitled  to  be  enrolled 
as  Founders  or  Life  Associates,  from  whom  the  corporation  shall 
receive  one  or  more  dollars,  shall  be  enrolled  as  contributors  for 
the  year  in  which  payment  of  such  sum  is  made. 
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ARTICLE  III. 

Of  Mbbtings. 

1.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation  shall  be  held  on  the 
last  Wednesday  in  January,  in  Boston  or  at  such  other  city  or 
town  in  the  Commonwealth,  and  at  such  time  and  place,  as  the 
Standing  Committee  may  determine.  A  quorum  for  the  transac- 
tion of  business  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  seven  members,  but 
a  majority  of  the  members  present  and  voting  may  adjourn  any 
meeting  from  time  to  time  until  the  business  shall  have  been 
finished. 

In  the  event  of  the  annual  meeting,  by  mistake  or  otherwise, 
not  being  called  and  held  as  herein  prescribed,  the  Standing 
Committee  shall  order  a  special  meeting  to  be  called  and  held  in 
lieu  of  and  for  the  purposes  of  the  annual  meeting. 

Special  meetings  of  the  corporation  may  be  called  by  the  Stand- 
ing Committee,  to  meet  at  any  time  and  place.  A  quorum  at  a 
special  meeting  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  seven  members. 

2.  At  all  meetings  the  President  shall  take  the  chair  as  soon  as 
a  quorum  is  present;  and  the  record  of  the  preceding  meeting 
shall  then  be  read,  unless  such  reading  is  dispensed  with  by  the 
unanimous  consent  of  those  present.  After  which  at  all  special 
meetings  the  business  for  which  the  meeting  was  called  shall  be 
transacted,  and  at  the  annual  meeting  the  order  of  business  shall 
be  as  follows :  — 

First.  —  The  unfinished  business  and  the  assignments  of  the 
last  meeting  shall  be  announced  by  the  Secretary  to  the  President, 
and  taken  up  in  order. 

Second.  —  The  Secretary  shall  be  called  on  to  submit  a  written 
report  of  the  doings  of  the  Standing  Committee  for  the  year  end- 
ing with  the  previous  3 1st  of  December. 

Third.  —  The  Treasurer  shall  be  called  upon  to  submit  a  written 
report  of  his  doings  for  the  year  ending  with  the  previous  dlst  of 
December,  and  the  financial  condition  of  the  corporation  at  that 
date. 

Fourth.  —  The  Committee  to  audit  the  Treasurer's  accounts 
shall  be  called  on  for  a  report. 

Fijlh.  —  Any  special  committee  which  may  have  been  appointed 
during  the  year  shall  be  called  on  to  report. 

Sixth.  —  If  the  Standing  Committee  shall  have  proposed  changes 
in  the  By-laws,  the  same  shall  be  voted  upon,  as  provided  in 
Article  VII. 

Seventh.  —  If  the  Standing  Committee  shall  have  made  any  nom- 
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illations  to  membership  in  the  corporation,  an  election  shall  be 
held,  as  provided  in  Article  I. 

Eighth, — An  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  shall  be 
held  as  provided  in  Article  lY.,  Section  1. 

Ninth,  —  On  the  announcement  of  the  vote  the  newly  elected 
President  shall  take  the  chair,  and  shall  give  the  members  present 
an  opportnnity  to  present  new  business. 

Tenth.  —  The  newly  elected  President  shall  appoint  a  committee 
to  audit  the  Treasurer's  accounts. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

Of  Officers. 

1 .  The  officers  of  the  corporation  shall  be  a  President,  a  Vice- 
President,  a  Secretary  and  a  Treasurer.  The  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  shall  be  ex-offlciis  members  of  the  Standing  Committee, 
which  shall  consist  of  seven  persons  in  all.  The  officers  and  the 
Standing  Committee  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  corporation,  an  adjournment  thereof,  or  at  a  meeting  in 
lien  of  such  annual  meeting,  as  above  provided ;  and  they  shall 
hold  their  offices  for  one  year,  or  until  others  are  duly  chosen 
and  qualified  in  their  stead.  Any  vacancy  occurring  in  any  of 
the  above  offices  from  death,  resignation,  or  inability,  shall  be 
filled  by  the  Standing  Committee  at  their  next  regular  meeting  or 
at  a  special  meeting  to  be  called  for  the  purpose  before  such 
r^ular  meeting. 

2.  The  President  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  corporation. 
If  he  is  absent,  the  Vice-President,  and,  if  the  Vice-President  is 
also  absent,  a  President  pro  tempore^  chosen  by  hand  vote  of  the 
members  of  the  corporation  present,  shall  preside,  and  shall  have 
all  the  powers  and  perform  all  the  duties  of  the  President. 

8.  The  Secretary  shall  warn  the  members  of  all  meetings  of 
the  corporation,  according  as  he  may  be  directed  by  votes  of  the 
Standing  Committee.  He  shall  call  the  meetings  of  the  Standing 
Committee  as  he  may  be  directed  by  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee or  on  the  request  in  writing  of  any  two  members  thereof. 
He  shall  carry  on  all  the  correspondence  of  the  corporation  not 
otherwise  provided  for,  and  shall,  when  the  correspondence  is  of 
importance,  preserve  copies  of  the  letters  sent  and  the  original 
letters  received,  for  transmission  with  his  records  to  his  successor 
in  office.  He  shall  keep  an  exact  record  of  all  meetings  of  the 
corporation  and  of  the  Standing  Committee,  with  the  names  of 
the  members  present,  entering  in  full  all  reports  of  committees 
which  may  be  accepted  by  either  body,  unless  otherwise  directed. 
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At  the  January  meeting  of  the  Standing  Ck>mmittee  he  shall 
make  a  written  report  of  the  doings  of  that  body  for  the  year 
ending  on  the  previous  dlst  of  December ;  and,  if  the  report  is 
approved,  he  shall  present  it  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  corpora- 
tion. 

4.  The  Treasurer  shall,  when  directed,  as  provided  in  the  next 
paragraph,  make  disbursements;  and  he  shall  also  collect  all 
moneys  due  to  the  corporation,  and  shall  keep  regular  and  faith- 
ful accounts  of  all  the  moneys  and  funds  of  the  corporation  which 
shall  come  into  his  hands  and  of  all  receipts  and  expenditures  con- 
nected with  the  same,  which  accounts  shall  always  be  open  to  the 
inspection  of  members  of  the  corporation.  He  shall  make  no 
investments  and  pay  no  moneys  without  either  the  approval  of  a 
majority  of  the  Standing  Committee  or  else  of  such  officer  or  com- 
mittee as  said  Standing  Committee  shall  appoint  to  act  for  it  in 
these  matters. 

At  the  January  meeting  of  the  Standing  Committee  he  shall 
make  a  written  report  of  his  doings  for  the  year  ending  on  the 
previous  dlst  of  December;  and,  if  his  report  is  approved,  he  shall 
present  it  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation. 

ARTICLE   V, 

Of  the  Standing  CoioirrTEB. 

The  Standing  Committee  shall,  at  its  first  meeting  after  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  corporation  in  each  year,  elect  a  chairman, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  committee. 
In  his  absence  a  chairman  pro  tempore  may  be  chosen  by  hand 
vote. 

The  Standing  Committee  shall  meet  at  least  once  in  every 
month,  and  a  quorum  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  three  members. 

The  Standing  Committee  may  nominate  or  refuse  to  nominate 
new  members  of  the  corporation,  may  accept  or  decline  gifts 
offered  to  the  corporation,  may  approve  or  disapprove  investments 
or  expenditures  proposed  by  the  Treasurer,  may  approve  or  disap- 
prove all  bills  against  the  corporation,  may  appoint  sub-committees 
of  their  number,  may  appoint  and  remove  agents,  may  engage 
whatever  assistance  is  needed  to  administer  the  affairs  of  the  cor- 
poration, may  designate  such  agents  and  employees  by  such  titles 
as  they  may  deem  proper,  and,  in  general,  may  exercise  all  the 
executive  powers  of  the  corporation. 
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ARTICLE  VI. 

Of  the  Seal. 

The  corporate  seal  shall  be  a  circalar,  flat-faced  die  of  about  an 
inch  and  a  half  in  diameter,  with  the  name  of  the  corporation,  the 
year  of  its  organization,  the  word  '^  Massachusetts,"  and  the  figure 
of  a  pine-tree  so  engraved  on  its  face  that  it  can  be  embossed  on 
paper  by  pressure. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

Of  Amendments. 

At  any  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation,  or  at  a  special  meet- 
ing called  for  the  purpose,  these  By-laws  may  be  amended,  altered, 
or  repealed  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  present  and  vot- 
ing, provided  that  notice  of  such  proposed  change  shall  have  been 
given  in  the  call  of  the  meeting. 


VIRGINIA  WOOD.  — Spot  Pond  Brook. 
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WRIGHT  &  POTTER  PRINTING  CO.,  STATE  PRmTERS, 

18  Post  Office  Square,  Boston. 
1902. 


Societies  and  individuals  interested  in  Massachnsetts  history, 
natural  history,  scenery,  and  town  and  country  improvement, 
are  invited  to  contribute  to  the  working  funds  of  this  Board. 
The  annual  reports  can  be  promised  only  to  founders,  life  asso- 
ciates and  contributors.  (See  By-laws,  Article  II.)  The  treas- 
urer is  George  Wigglesworth,  53  State  Street,  Boston.  The 
secretary  is  John  Woodbury,  14  Beacon  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 


r    .     .    c   .,,      t   "^       ^  ■'  V 


A-   'I  ■»».    I  »  NCX    AMD 


BLaiTBNTH  ANNTJAI.  REPOET 

TRUSTEES 

Public   Eeservations 

1901. 


WRIGHT  &  POTTER  PRINTING  CO.,  STATE  PRINTERS, 

18  PoBT  Office  Sqcabe,  Boston. 

1902. 


1-  oL'LiC  L.i-^.•^^^ 


,  -I  V- 


1 


^r*'^-?  '»» 


1 


/ 


CONTENTS* 

PAOB 

Officers  and  Mbmsebs  of  the  CoRPORATioir,  1901, 5 

FOUNDBBS,  LiFB  ASSOCIATES,  1901, 6 

AH  ACT  TO  ESTABLISH  THE  TBUSTBES  OF  PUBLIC  BESBBVATIOMS,    ...  8 

BT-ULWB, 0 

Ei^EYBiiTH  AjnruAL  Bbpobt  of  the  Tbustees  of  Public  Resebvations,  .  14 

BXPOBT  of  the  TBBASUBBB, 18 

APFEHDIX  :— 

Opinion  of  Hon.  Herbert  Parker,  Attorney-General  of  Masflacbasetts,  on 

Leglslatlye  Beetrlctlon  of  OffenalTe  Adyertlsing 22 


Officers  and  Members  of  the  Corporation. 

i90U 


Georob  F.  Hoab,  President,  Worcester. 
6F.OROB  Shbldok,  Vice-Pretident,  Deerlleld. 


STANDING  COMMITTEE. 


Philip  a.  Chase,  Chairman,  Lynn. 

Charles  S.  Sargent,  Brookline. 

Hekrt  p.  Walcott,  Cambridge. 

Nathaniel  T.  Kidder,  Milton. 

Charles  8.  Rackemann,  Milton. 

Georob  Wioglesworth,  Treasurer,  68  State  Street,  Boston. 

John  Woodbury,  Secretary,  U  Beacon  Street,  Boston. 


Charles  F.  Adams,  Lincoln. 

J.  F.  A.  Adams,  Plttsfleld. 

Oakes  Ames,  North  Easton. 

Oliter  Ames,  Boston. 

Francis  H.  Applbton,  Boston. 

William  Brewster,  Cambridge. 

James  W.  Brooks,  Petersbam. 

Fkanklin  Carter,  WiUlamstown. 

Gmorge  W.  Chase,  North  Adams. 
^William  L.  Chase,  Broolcline. 

Christopher  Clarke,  Northampton. 

Charles  R.  Codman,  Cotult. 

Elisha  S.  Converse,  Maiden. 

Deloraine  P.  CoRBT,  Maiden. 

Charles  H.  Dalton,  Boston. 
*Charles  Eliot,  Brookline. 


Charles  W.  Eliot,  Cambridge. 
*WlLLlAM  C.  ENpicoTT,  Salem. 

Arthur  F.  Estabrook,  Boston. 

Georob  A.  Farlow,  Boston. 

Desmond  Fitzgerald,  Brookline. 

Edward  W.  Forbes,  Milton. 

Charles  H.  W.  Foster,  Brookline. 
•J.  D.  W.  French,  North  Andover. 

£.  B.  Gillett,  Westfleld. 

J.  Evarts  Greene,  Worcester. 
*Jam£8  S.  Grinnell,  Greenfield. 

Sidney  F.  Haskell,  Gloucester. 

Augustus  Hemenway,  Canton. 

Henry  M.  Loyering,  Taunton. 

Arthur  Lyman,  Waltham. 

George  C.  Mann,  Jamaica  Plain. 


*  Deceased. 


PUBLIC  RESERVATIONS. 


CHABLB8  8.  MniOT,  Mllton. 

Robert  S.  Minot,  Manchester. 
BoBE&T  O.  M0BHI8,  Springfield. 
Nathaniel  Mobton,  Plymoath. 
Danibl  H.  Nswtow,  Holyoke. 
James  H.  Newton,  Holyoke. 
Fbbdebick  Law  Olmsted,  Jr.,  Brook- 

line. 
Hbnbt  L.  Pabkeb,  Worcester. 
William  T.  Pipeb,  Cambridge. 
John  Robinson,  Salem. 
*JoHN  J.  Russell,  Plymouth. 


^Leterett  Saltonstall,  Newton. 

Nathaniel  S.  Shalbb,  Tlslrary. 

Henbt  R.  Shaw,  Boston. 
*  Willi  AM  S.  Shubtlbff,  Springfield. 
*Danibl  D.  Slade,  Newton. 

Joseph  Tucker,  Plttsfield. 

Geoboe  H.  Tucker,  Plttsfield. 
*Fbancis  a.  Walkbb,  Boston. 

William  Whiting,  Holyoke. 

Moses  Williams,  Brookllne. 

Frank  H.  Wbioht,  Great  Barilngton. 

Waltbb  C.  Weight,  Medford. 


FOUNDERS. 


Miss  Helen  C.  Butleb,  New  York. 

Miss  Ellen  Chase,  Brookllne. 

Mrs.  Mabt  F.  Cunningham,  Mllton. 
^Joseph  Stobt  Fay,  Falmoath. 
*JOHN  M.  FOBBES,  Mllton. 
*Mrs.  John  M.  Fobbes,  Mllton. 

Mrs.  Edith  E.  Fobbes,  Mllton. 

Bdwabd  W.  Fobbes,  Mllton. 

Miss  Edith  Fobbes,  Mllton. 

J.  Malcolm  Fobbes,  Mllton. 


Augustus  Hemenw at.  Canton. 
^William  Minot,  Boston. 

Chablbs  Sedgwick  Minot,  Milton. 

Robert  Sedgwick  Minot,  Manchee- 
ter. 

Laurence  MInot,  Boston. 
*Geor6E  R.  R.  Rivers,  Mllton. 

Miss  Mart  Riyebs,  Mllton. 
*Mrs.  Fannt  Fosteb  Tudor,  Boston. 

George  Wigglbsworth,  Milton. 


LIFE  ASSOCIATES. 


Habrison  O.  Apthorp,  Mllton. 
Mrs.  Harrison  O.  Apthorp,  Mllton. 
Henrt  Brooks,  Lincoln. 
Peter  C.  Brooks,  Boston. 
Shepherd  Brooks,  Boston. 
J.  Henrt  Brooks,  Mllton. 
Joseph  Brewer,  Mllton. 
Edward  M.  Brewer,  Milton. 
Miss  Brewer,  Milton. 


John  C.  Cobb,  Milton. 
Mrs.  Louis  Cabot,  Brookllne. 
Miss  C.  H.  Cabot,  Brookllne. 
Mrs.  Edwabd  M.  Cart,  Mllton. 
Miss  Hbsteb  Cunningham,  Milton. 
Abthub  F.  Bstabbook,  Boston. 
W.  E.  C.  EUSTIS,  Mllton. 
Geoboe  A.  Fablow,  Boston. 
Mrs.  Rose  D.  Forbes,  Mllton. 


•  Deceased. 


PUBLIC  RESERVATIONS. 


J.  MUBRAT  FOBBES,  Milton. 

W.  CiJiXBOii  FOBBB0,  Westwood. 
Hl88  C.  F.  FOBBE8,  Milton. 
Kauph  £.  FOBBBS,  Milton. 
*HOBATIO  J.  GlUIEBT,  Milton. 

Samubl  OAirBBTT,  MUton. 

H.  C.  GALLAOHBB,  Miiton. 

Mn.  Obiffith,  Milton. 

H.  H.  HUKHBWBLI.,  Boston. 

A.  li.  H0LLIB08W0BTH»  MiltOn. 

MiM  M.  0.  JAGKSOir,  Boston. 
Mlflft  HXLEB  L.  Jaqubs,  Milton. 
Mn.  Fbakois  Jaques,  Milton. 
Miss  Amblxa  H.  Jokbs,  New  Bedford. 
Mrs.  Mabt  li,  Jones,  New  Bedford. 
Nathamibl  T.  Kiddbb,  MUton. 


William  C.  Lobihg,  Boston. 

William  J.  Laod,  Boston. 

Mrs.  Hbkbt  Lbb,  Brookline. 

H.  A.  Lamb,  Milton. 

Mrs.  John  C.  Phillipb,  Boston. 

Mrs.  Olivbb  W.  Pbabodt,  Milton. 

Wallagb  L.  Pibbgb,  Milton. 

JAMB8  Sataob  Bubsbll,  Milton. 

Miss  Mabiom  BUS8BLL,  Boston. 

Mrs.  Hbnbt  S.  Bns8BLL»  Milton. 

CHABLB8  8.  8ABOB1IT,  Biookline. 

JOHH  E.  Thatbb,  Soath  Lancaster. 

William  Whitinq,  Holyoke. 
*Bdwabd  Whbblwbioht,  Boston. 

Elubbtok  p.  Whitbbt,  Milton. 
*Habbibt  F.  Wolcott,  Boston. 
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ACT  OF  INCX)RPORATION- 


[CuAPTBB  352,  Acts  of  1891.] 

An  Act  to  establish  the  Trustees  of  Public  Rbsebyatioms. 

Section  1.  Frederick  L.  Ames,  Philip  A.  Chase,  Christopher 
Clarke,  Charles  R.  Codman,  Elisha  S.  Converse,  George  F.  Hoar, 
John  J.  Russell,  Leverett  Saltonstall,  Charles  S.  Sargent,  Na- 
thaniel S.  Shaler,  George  Sheldon,  William  S.  Shartleff,  George 
H.  Tucker,  Francis  A.  Walker,  George  Wiggles  worth,  their  asso- 
ciates and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the  name 
of  The  Trustees  of  Public  Reservations,  for  the  purpose  of  acquir- 
ing, holding,  arranging,  maintaining,  and  opening  to  the  public, 
under  suitable  regulations,  beautiful  and  historical  places  and 
tracts  of  land  within  this  Commonwealth,  with  the  powers  and 
privileges  and  subject  to  the  duties  set  forth  in  chapter  one  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  of  the  Public  Statutes  and  in  such  other  general 
laws  as  now  are  or  hereafter  may  be  in  force  relating  to  such 
corporations  ;  but  said  corporation  shall  have  no  capital  stock. 

Section  2.  Said  corporation  may  acquire  and  hold  by  grant, 
gift,  devise,  purchase,  or  otherwise,  real  estate,  such  as  it  may 
deem  worthy  of  preservation  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  public,  bat 
not  exceeding  one  million  dollars  in  value,  and  such  other  prop- 
erty, both  real  and  personal,  as  may  be  necessary  or  proper  to 
support  or  promote  the  objects  of  the  corporation,  but  not  exceed- 
ing in  the  aggregate  the  further  sum  of  one  million  dollars. 

Section  3.  All  personal  property  held  by  said  corporation, 
and  all  lands  which  it  may  cause  to  be  opened  and  kept  open  to 
the  public,  and  all  lands  which  it  may  acquire  and  hold  with  this 
object  in  view,  shall  be  exempt  from  taxation  in  the  same  manner 
and  to  the  same  extent  as  the  property  of  literary,  benevolent, 
charitable,  and  scientific  institutions  incorporated  within  this  Com- 
monwealth is  now  exempt  by  law ;  but  no  lands  so  acquired  and 
held  and  not  open  to  the  public  shall  be  so  exempt  from  taxation 
for  a  longer  period  than  two  years.  Said  corporation  shall  never 
make  any  division  or  dividend  of  or  from  its  property  or  income 
among  its  members. 

Section  4.     This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 
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BY-LAWS    OF  THE   TRUSTEES   OF  PUBLIC   RES- 

ERVATIOIMS- 


ARTICLE    L 

Of  Members. 

The  members  of  the  corporation  shall  be  residents  of  Massa- 
chasetts,  and  their  number  shall  not  exceed  fifty. 

The  Standing  Committee  may,  if  it  sees  fit,  nominate  persons 
to  membership  by  inserting  the  names  of  candidates  upon  the- 
DOtice  of  warning  of  any  meeting.  The  election  shall  take  place 
at  any  meeting  subsequent  to  such  notice,  and  shall  be  by  ballot 
upon  the  names  proposed  by  the  Standing  Committee ;  and  any 
person  who  receives  the  votes  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  pres-^ 
ent  and  voting  shall,  on  his  acceptance  in  writing  of  his  election, 
be  declared  and  enrolled  a  member  of  the  corporation.  Member- 
ship may  be  terminated  by  resignation,  and  shall  be  terminated  by 
failure  for  three  successive  years  to  attend  the  annual  meeting ;. 
but  in  the  latter  case  the  Standing  Committee  may  by  vote  sus- 
pend the  operation  of  this  rule  when  it  sees  best. 

ARTICLE    IL 

Of  Founders,  Life  Associates  and  Contributors. 

AU  persons  from  whom  the  corporation  tshall  receive  real  or 
personal  property  to  the  value  of  one  thousand  dollars  or  more 
shall  be  permanently  enrolled  as  Founders. 

All  persons  not  entitled  to  be  enrolled  as  Founders,  from  whom 
the  corporation  shall  receive  real  or  personal  property  to  the  value 
of  one  hundred  dollars  or  more,  shall  be  enrolled  during  life  as 
Life  Associates. 

All  persons,  societies  or  corporations  not  entitled  to  be  enrolled 
as  Founders  or  Life  Associates,  from  whom  the  corporation  shall 
receive  one  or  more  dollars,  shall  be  enrolled  as  contributors  for 
the  year  in  which  payment  of  such  sum  is  made. 
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ARTICLE  III. 

Of  Meetings. 

1 .  The  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation  shall  be  held  on  the 
last  Wednesday  in  January,  in  Boston  or  at  such  other  city  or 
town  in  the  Commonwealth,  and  at  such  time  and  place,  as  the 
Standing  Committee  may  determine.  A  quorum  for  the  transac- 
tion  of  business  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  seven  members,  but 
a  majority  of  the  members  present  and  voting  may  adjourn  any 
meeting  from  time  to  time  until  the  business  shall  have  been 
finished. 

In  the  event  of  the  annual  meeting,  by  mistake  or  otherwise, 
not  being  called  and  held  as  herein  prescribed,  the  Standing 
Committee  shall  order  a  special  meeting  to  be  called  and  held  in 
lieu  of  and  for  the  purposes  of  the  annual  meeting. 

Special  meetings  of  the  corporation  may  be  called  by  the  Stand- 
ing Committee,  to  meet  at  any  time  and  place.  A  quoram  at  a 
special  meeting  shaU  consist  of  not  less  than  seven  members. 

2.  At  all  meetings  the  President  shall  take  the  chair  as  soon  as 
A  quorum  is  present;  and  the  record  of  the  preceding  meeting 
shall  then  be  read,  unless  such  reading  is  dispensed  with  by  the 
unanimous  consent  of  those  present.  After  which  at  all  special 
meetings  the  business  for  which  the  meeting  was  called  shall  be 
transacted,  and  at  the  annual  meeting  the  order  of  business  shall 
be  as  follows :  — 

First.  —  The  unfinished  business  and  the  assignments  of  the 
last  meeting  shall  be  announced  by  the  Secretary  to  the  President, 
And  taken  up  in  order. 

Second,  —  The  Secretary  shall  be  called  on  to  submit  a  written 
report  of  the  doings  ^f  the  Standing  Committee  for  the  year  end- 
ing with  the  previous  31st  of  December. 

Third,  — The  Treasurer  shall  be  called  upon  to  submit  a  written 
report  of  his  doings  for  the  year  ending  with  the  previous  31st  of 
December,  and  the  financial  condition  of  the  corporation  at  that 
•date. 

Fourth,  —  The  Committee  to  audit  the  Treasurer's  accounts 
shall  be  called  on  for  a  report. 

Fifth,  —  Any  special  committee  which  may  have  been  appointed 
during  the  year  shall  be  called  on  to  report. 

Sixth.  —  If  the  Standing  Committee  shall  have  proposed  changes 
in  the  By-laws,  the  same  shall  be  voted  upon,  as  provided  in 
Article  VII. 
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Seventh.  —  If  the  Standing  Committee  shall  have  made  any  nom- 
inations to  membership  in  the  corporation,  an  election  shall  be 
held,  as  provided  in  Article  I. 

Eighth.  —  An  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  shall  be 
held  as  provided  in  Article  IV.,  Section  1. 

Ninth.  —  On  the  announcement  of  the  vote  the  newly  elected 
President  shaU  take  the  chair,  and  shall  give  the  members  present 
an  opportunity  to  present  new  business. 

Tenth.  — The  newly  elected  President  shall  appoint  a  committee 
to  audit  the  Treasurer's  accounts. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

Of  Officers. 

1.  The  officers  of  the  corporation  shall  be  a  Pi*esident,  a  Vice- 
President,  a  Secretary  and  a  Treasurer.  The  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  shall  be  ex-offlciis  members  of  the  Standing  Committee, 
which  shall  consist  of  seven  persons  in  all.  The  officers  and  the 
Standing  Committee  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  corporation,  an  adjournment  thereof,  or  at  a  meeting  in 
lieu  of  such  annual  meeting,  as  above  provided ;  and  they  shall 
hold  their  offices  for  one  year,  or  until  others  are  duly  chosen 
and  qualified  in  their  stead.  Any  vacancy  occurring  in  any  of 
the  above  offices  from  death,  resignation,  or  inability,  shall  be 
filled  by  the  Standing  Committee  at  their  next  regular  meeting  or 
at  a  special  meeting  to  be  called  for  the  purpose  before  such 
regular  meeting. 

2.  The  President  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  corporation. 
If  he  is  absent,  the  Vice-President,  and,  if  the  Vice-President  is 
also  absent,  a  President  pro  tempore,  chosen  by  hand  vote  of  the 
members  of  the  corporation  present,  shall  preside,  and  shall  have 
all  the  powers  and  perform  all  the  duties  of  the  President. 

3.  The  Secretary  shall  warn  the  members  of  all  meetings  of 
the  corporation,  according  as  he  may  be  directed  by  votes  of  the 
Standing  Committee.  He  shall  call  the  meetings  of  the  Standing 
Committee  as  he  may  be  directed  by  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee or  on  the  request  in  writing  of  any  two  members  thereof. 
He  shall  carry  on  all  the  correspondence  of  the  corporation  not 
otherwise  provided  for,  and  shall,  when  the  correspondence  is  of 
importance,  preserve  copies  of  the  letters  sent  and  the  original 
letters  received,  for  transmission  with  his  records  to  his  successor 
in  office.  He  shall  keep  an  exact  recoixl  of  all  meetings  of  the 
corporation  and  of  the  Standing  Committee,  with  the  names  of 


12  PUBLIC  RESERVATIONS. 

the  members  present,  entering  in  fall  all  reports  of  committees 
which  may  be  accepted,  by  either  body,  unless  otherwise  directed. 

At  the  January  meeting  of  the  Standing  Committee  he  shall 
make  a  written  report  of  the  doings  of  that  body  for  the  year 
ending  on  the  previous  81st  of  December;  and,  if  the  report  i» 
approved,  he  shall  present  it  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  corpora- 
tion. 

4.  The  Treasurer  shall,  when  directed,  as  provided  in  the  next 
paragraph,  make  disbursements!  and  he  shall  also  collect  all 
moneys  due  to  the  corporation,  and  shall  keep  regular  and  faithful 
accounts  of  all  the  moneys  and  funds  of  the  corporation  which 
shall  come  into  his  hands  and  of  all  receipts  and  expenditures  con- 
nected with  the  same,  which  accounts  shall  always  be  open  to  the 
iospection  of  members  of  the  corporation.  He  shall  make  no  in- 
vestments and  pay  no  moneys  without  either  the  approval  of  a 
majority  of  the  Standing  Committee  or  else  of  such  officer  or  com- 
mittee as  said  Standing  Committee  shall  appoint  to  act  for  it  in 
these  matters. 

At  the  January  meeting  of  the  Standing  Committee  he  shall 
make  a  written  report  of  his  doings  for  the  year  ending  on  the 
previous  31st  of  December;  and,  if  his  report  is  approved,  he  shall 
present  it  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation. 

ARTICLE   V. 

Of  the  Standing  Committee. 

The  Standing  Committee  shall,  at  its  first  meeting  after  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  corporation  in  each  year,  elect  a  chairman, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  committee. 
In  his  absence  a  chairman  pro  tempore  may  be  chosen  by  hand 
vote. 

The  Standing  Committee  shall  meet  at  least  once  in  every 
month,  and  a  quorum  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  three  members. 

The  Standing  Committee  may  nominate  or  refuse  to  nominate 
new  members  of  the  corporation,  may  accept  or  decline  gift& 
offered  to  the  corporation,  may  approve  or  disapprove  investments 
or  expenditures  proposed  by  the  Treasurer,  may  approve  or  disap- 
prove all  bills  against  the  corporation,  may  appoint  sub-committees 
of  their  number,  may  appoint  and  remove  agents,  may  engine 
whatever  assistance  is  needed  to  administer  the  afifairs  of  the  cor- 
poration, may  designate  such  agents  and  employees  by  such  titles 
as  they  may  deem  proper,  and,  in  general,  may  exercise'all  the 
executive  powers  of  the  corporation. 
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ARTICLE  VI. 

Of  the  Seal. 

The  corporate  seal  shall  be  a  circular,  flat-faced  die  of  about  an 
iuch  and  a  half  in  diameter,  T^ith  the  name  of  the  corporation,  the 
year  of  its  organization,  the  word  '^  Massachusetts,"  and  the  figure 
of  a  pine-tree  so  engraved  on  its  face  that  it  can  be  embossed  on 
paper  by  pressure. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

Of  Amendments. 

At  any  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation,  or  at  a  special  meet- 
ing tcalled  for  the  purpose,  these  By-laws  may  be  amended,  altered, 
or  repealed  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  present  and  vot- 
ing, provided  that  notice  of  such  proposed  change  shall  have  been 
given  in  the  call  of  the  meeting. 
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ELEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


Trustees  of  Public  Reservations, 


The  Standing  Committee  of  the  Trustees  of  Public  Reser- 
vations submits  herewith  its  eleventh  annual  report. 

There  have  been  no  additions  to  the  holdings  of  the  Trus- 
tees during  the  past  year.  Two  possible  accessions  have 
been  brought  to  the  attention  of  your  committee,  one  in  the 
eastern,  the  other  in  the  western  part  of  the  State ;  but  until 
it  is  certain  that  title  to  certain  portions  of  the  land  can  be 
obtained,  and  a  sufficient  fund  for  maintenance  charges  as- 
sured, it  is  desirable  that  no  further  public  announcements 
should  be  made  in  regard  to  them.  The  fact  that  a  year  has 
passed  without  further  gifts  of  land,  however,  is  not  to  be 
regarded  of  great  significance  in  the  history  of  this  organi- 
zation. This  Board  was  created  primarily  as  an  instrumen- 
tality for  receiving  and  holding  gifts,  and  not  as  an  association 
charged  with  the  duty  of  actively  seeking  acquirements  for 
public  use.  It  was  intended  to  create  a  permanent  set  of 
trustees,  ready  to  accept  and  care  for  gifts  of  beautiful  or 
historical  places,  which  might  otherwise,  for  lack  of  such  an 
agency,  fail  to  be  made.  Since  the  creation  of  this  corpo- 
ration, the  work  of  park  commissioners,  especially  in  the 
vicinity  of  our  large  cities,  has  increased  in  importance,  and 
systematic  and  valuable  work  has  been  done  in  preserving 
the  natural  beauty  of  the  districts  in  which  they  have  juris- 
diction. There  remains,  however,  a  large  portion  of  the 
State  which  does  not  come  within  any  park  district,  and 
from  time  to  time  it  is  evident  that  the  existence  of  this 
organization  will  be  of  importance  to  such  localities.  From 
the  previous  experience  of  the  Trustees,  it  will  also  be  seen 
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that  the  powers  of  this  Board  are  such  as  are  called  for  es- 
pedally  where  some  individaal  or  group  of  individuals  desire 
to  dedicate  some  spot  of  natural  beauty  to  the  memory  of 
some  one  who  has  been  dear  to  them,  or  wish  it  to  senre 
as  an  expression  of  good-will  and  interest  which  they  feel 
towards  a  community.  In  other  words,  a  gift  to  the  Trus- 
tees  may  provide  by  name  and  by  the  terms  of  the  trust  for 
ED  appropriate  and  beautiful  expression  of  a  sentiment.  Sev- 
eral of  the  present  holdings  of  the  Board  are  examples  of 
this  motive  of  giving.  The  number  of  gifts  already  received, 
however,  emphasizes  the  statement  made  in  previous  reports, 
that  the  Board  could  perform  its  functions  more  satisfactorily 
if  a  fund  were  at  its  disposal,  the  income  of  which  could  he 
used  for  general  purposes.  Several  desirable  gifts  have  al* 
ready  been  declined,  because  the  future  care  of  them  entailed 
an  expense  for  which  the  giver  was  not  able  to  provide.  The 
slight  expenses  attendant  upon  keeping  up  the  organization 
have  always  been  readily  supplied  by  generous  members  when 
called  for,  but  it  would  be  much  more  comfortable  to  feel  that 
they  had  been  permanently  provided  for.  The  corporation 
has  authority  to  receive  gifts  of  personal  property  as  well  as 
real  estate,  and  a  trust  for  general  purposes  could  be  given 
a  memorial  character  by  name,  which  would  appear  in  its 
annual  reports. 

Your  committee  is  able  to  report  that  the  holdings  of  your 
Board  are  all  in  good  condition,  and  desires  to  express  its 
tbanks  to  the  local  committees  who  have  looked  after  them 
during  the  past  year. 

Virginia  Wood  improves  in  appearance  each  year.  It  is 
one  of  the  most  visited  spots  in  the  Middlesex  Fells.  The 
two  metropolitan  boards  which  control  the  Fells  have  always 
been  solicitous  for  the  welfare  of  the  Wood,  and  have  carried 
out  several  improvements  without  cost  to  the  Trustees. 

The  road  in  Goodwill  Park  has  been  widened  and  straight- 
ened, and  the  grade  improved.  Hitching  posts  have  been 
put  up,  and  the  fire  belt  has  been  ploughed  so  as  to  prevent 
the  further  growth  of  brush.  Some  additional  fencing  is  de- 
sirable, to  prevent  persons  from  entering  except  where  reg- 
ular entrances  have  been  provided.     Permission  was  given 
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last  summer  to  the  owner  of  a  public  launch  for  a  landing  at 
the  edge  of  the  pond,  and  the  park  was  used  by  a  great 
many  people.  The  rules  have  been  conformed  to,  and  no 
-damage  has  occurred  from  any  source. 

Early  in  the  year  rules  were  adopted  for  Rocky  Narrows, 
■and  they  have  been  posted  in  several  places.  This  spot  is 
so  secluded  that  compliance  with  them  must  be  largely  left 
to  the  good  sense  of  .those  who  go  there.  The  rules  are 
therefore  so  worded  as  to  bring  to  public  attention  the  gen- 
erous gift  which  this  reservation  represents,  and  the  public 
obligation  to  conform  to  the  simple  rules  which  protection 
against  fire  and  nuisance  require.  The  notices  have  been 
uninjured  and  the  requests  complied  with.  Boating  on  the 
river  is  increasing,  and  it  is  not  unusual  on  a  pleasant  San- 
day  to  see  twenty  canoes  pass  through  the  Narrows  and  up 
through  the  Medfield  Meadows  beyond. 

Mount  Anne  Park  has  not  called  for  special  attention. 
By  the  deed  of  trust  it  is  to  be  kept  as  a  *•  wild  park."  The 
paths  have  been  kept  open,  and  no  fire,  its  greatest  danger, 
has  occurred  within  its  limits. 

The  committee  in  charge  of  Governor  Hutchinson's  Field 
report  that  in  selling  the  grass  from  the  Field  last  year  the 
buyer  was  required  to  leave  the  field  in  good  condition.  As 
-a  result,  it  was  possible  between  the  two  mowings  to  thor- 
oughly clean  fhe  open  portions.  Wooden  signs  were  put 
up,  setting  forth  the  facts  of  the  gift.  The  elm  trees  were 
sprayed  to  protect  them  against  the  canker  worm.  The 
spraying  of  the  trees  will  be  required  annually  as  long  as 
ranker  worms  are  in  the  vicinity,  and  the  elm  beetle  may 
make  it  necessary  to  spray  more  than  once  a  year.  The 
committee  wishes  during  the  coming  summer  to  make  certain 
improvements  of  a  permanent  nature  for  the  better  preser- 
vation of  the  attractive  features  of  the  Field  and  of  the  fine 
beech  trees  near  the  river.  The  committee  has  been  author- 
ized to  solicit  contributions  for  this  purpose,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  they  will  be  able  to  obtain  a  sufiicient  amount  to  make 
it  possible  to  set  aside  a  small  fund  to  furnish  an  income  for 
the  necessary  annual  care,  as  at  present  the  sale  of  the  grass 
is  the  only  source  of  revenue. 
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A  custodian  has  been  employed  for  the  care  of  Monument 
Mountain  9  and  has  visited  the  reservation  at  least  once  a 
week  during  the  summer.  The  mountain  road  has  been  put 
and  kept  in  good  repair,  and  large  numbers  of  persons  have 
made  use  of  it.  The  custodian  reports  that  on  one  day  in 
August,  in  going  from  the  foot  to  the  summit  of  the  moun- 
tain, he  counted  fifteen  carriages  and  twenty-eight  bicycles. 
Several  members  of  the  standing  committee  visited  the 
mountain  last  summer  as  the  guests  of  Senator  Hoar,  our 
President,  who  arranged  a  trip  from  Boston  to  the  Reserva- 
tion and  back  on  the  same  day. 

Outside  of  the  care  of  these  lands,  your  committee  has 
found  little  calling  for  its  attention.  Before  last  year's  Leg- 
islature it  expressed  its  interest  in  the  project  for  making 
Mount  Tom  a  public  reservation,  and  favored  the  bill  pre- 
sented for  limiting  offensive  advertising  in  the  neighborhood 
of  parks  and  parkways.  It  has  noted  with  pleasure  the 
efforts  of  other  organizations  of  similar  purposes  to  preserve 
interesting  features  of  natural  scenery.  The  Massachusetts 
Forestry  Association  is  at  present  engaged,  with  excellent 
prospects  of  success,  in  a  movement  for  the  acquirement  of 
the  Carlisle  Pines,  a  notable  group  of  white  pine  trees  situated 
in  the  town  of  Carlisle.  Many  societies  in  different  parts 
of  the  country  are  also  working  for  the  improvement  of 
municipal  conditions,  which,  in  so  far  as  they  concern  them- 
selves with  the  preservation  of  open  spaces,  especially  in- 
terest the  members  of  this  Board,  and  are  an  evidence  of  a 
healthy  spirit. 

PHILIP   A.    CHASE,   Chairman. 
CHARLES   S.    SARGENT. 
HENRY   P.    WALCOTT. 
NATHANIEL   T.    KIDDER. 
CHARLES   S.    RACKEMANN. 
GEORGE  WIGGLES  WORTH,   Treasurer, 
JOHN    WOODBURY,  Secretary. 
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Appendix. 


OPINION  OF  HON.  HERBERT  PARKER,  ATTORNEY- 
GENERAL  OF  MASSACHUSETTS,  ON  LEGISLATIVE 
RESTRICTION   OF   OFFENSIVE   ADVERTISING. 


Officb  of  the  Attorkbt-Obneral,  Boston,  April  8, 1902. 

Hon.  James  J.  Myers,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  BepresenUUives, 

Dear  Sir  :  —  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the 
order  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  adopted  March  20,  1902, 
requiring  my  opinion  upon  the  following  questions,  viz. :  — 

1.  In  case  Senate  Bill  No.  57,  House  Bill  No.  621,  House  Bill  No.  811, 
or  any  similar  bill  regulating  and  restricting  the  display  of  signs,  post- 
ers and  advertisements  on  any  or  near  public  parks  and  boulevards, 
should  be  enacted  into  law,  would  owners  of  property  affected  by  such 
legislation,  or  persons  having  contracts  for  advertising  which  could  not 
be  lawMly  performed  by  reason  of  such  legislation,  be  entitled  to  com- 
pensation P 

2.  If  the  persons  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  questions  are  entitled  to 
compensation,  can  the  General  Court,  by  any  form  of  statute,  deprive 
them  of  that  right  or  prevent  the  right  firom  coming  into  existence  ? 

8.  Have  the  local  authorities  in  the  various  cities  and  towns  of  the 
Commonwealth  authority  under  existing  laws  to  regulate  and  restrict 
the  display  of  advertisements  on  or  near  public  parks  and  boulevards  P 

In  the  consideration  of  these  inquiries  I  take  them  out  of  the 
order  in  which  they  are  presented.  In  answer  to  the  third  inquiry, 
I  am  of  opinion  that  the  local  authorities  in  the  various  cities  and 
towns  of  the  Commonwealth  have  power,  under  existing  laws,  to 
regulate  and  restrict  the  display  of  advertisements  only  within  the 
limits  of  public  parks,  boulevards  and  public  ways.  At  the  bound- 
ary of  private  land  their  authority  ceases. 

The  second  inquiry  is  stated  in  this  form :  '^  If  the  persons  [own- 
ing property  affected  by  the  proposed  legislation,  or  having  con- 
tracts for  advertising  which  could  not  be  lawfully  performed  by 
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reason  of  such  legislation]  are  entitled  to  compensation,  can  the 
General  Conrt,  by  any  form  of  statute,  deprive  them  of  that  right 
or  prevent  the  right  from  coming  into  existence  ?  " 

Confining  myself  to  the  precise  form  of  the  question,  I  reply  that 
no  statute  or  phrase  of  legislation  can  constitutionally  deprive  a  citi- 
zen of  compensation  to  which  he  is  lawfully  entitled.  It  may  be, 
however,  that  this  direct  reply  does  not  measure  the  full  scope  of 
the  inquiry  intended  by  the  Honorable  House  of  Representatives  to 
be  transmitted  to  me. 

I  answer  further,  therefore,  that  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  Legis- 
lature may,  within  the  lawful  exercise  of  the  police  power,  impose 
restrictions  upon  the  use  and  enjoyment  of  private  property,  and 
that  no  right  to  recover  damages  is  thereby  created ;  the  reason 
being  that  no  private  right  in  such  case  has  been  violated  and  no 
property  of  the  citizen  taken,  since  all  ownership  of  property  is 
conditioned  upon,  and  subject  to,  the  right  of  the  public,  exer- 
cised through  legislative  authority,  to  restrict  the  enjoyment  of 
private  property  in  such  reasonable  manner  and  to  such  reasonable 
degree  as  the  public  safety  and  welfare  may  require.  The  exer- 
cise of  this  police  power  must,  however,  always  be  conditioned 
upon  the  circumstances  which  gave  rise  to  its  invocation.  Not 
every  taking,  or  restriction,  of  the  use  of  property,  by  public  au- 
thority and  without  compensation,  can  be  justified  under  the  police 
power.  The  restriction  must  be,  if  not  necessary,  at  least  reason- 
able. If  it  be  the  intent  of  the  Legislature  to  exercise  this  police 
power,  it  must  be  unequivocally  expi'essed  in  the  act,  and  this  may, 
perhaps,  best  be  accomplished  by  making  no  provision  for  com- 
pensation. There  must  be  no  conditional  or  alternative  provision 
in  this  regard.  If  the  act  be  a  lawful  exercise  of  police  power,  the 
owner  of  property  has,  and  can  have,  no  right  to  compensation. 
If  the  legislation  be  not  within  the  lawful  limitation  of  the  police 
power,  any  impairment  of  property  rights  thereunder  would  be 
inoperative,  as  unconstitutional.  I  am  led,  then,  to  consider  the 
limitations  which  define  the  scope  of  this  police  power  upon  the 
issues  raised  by  the  first  inquiry  of  the  Honorable  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, which  is  stated  as  follows :  ^^  In  case  Senate  Bill  No. 
57,  House  Bill  No.  621,  or  House  Bill  No.  811,  or  any  similar  bill 
r^ulating  and  restricting  the  display  of  signs,  posters  and  ad- 
vertisements on  or  near  public  parks  and  boulevards,  should  be 
enacted  into  law,  would  owners  of  property  affected  by  such  legis- 
lation, or  persons  having  contracts  for  advertising  which  could  not 
be  lawfully  performed  by  reason  of  such  legislation,  be  entitled  to 
compensation  ?  " 
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Senate  Bill  No.  57  differs  from  the  two  House  bills,  in  that  it 
gives  the  local  authorities  power  to  determine  the  character  of  all 
offences.  Such  power  might  be  exercised  in  such  a  way  as  to  make 
the  statute  objectionable.  This  biU  and  House  Bill  No.  211  fix  a 
limit  in  feet  beyond  which  the  rules  of  the  park  authorities  shall 
have  no  effect.  In  my  opinion,  such  limitation  is  unnecessary  to 
the  validity  of  the  act,  and  is  arbitrary  in  its  effect.  I  discuss, 
therefore,  only  House  Bill  No.  621,  which  seems  best  designed  to 
accomplish  what  I  assume  to  be  the  intent  of  the  Legislature,  and 
carefully  guards  the  rights  of  property  owners. 

The  biU  provides  that  the  authorities  having  charge  of  parks  or 
parkways  may  make  such  reasonable  rules  and  regulations  respect- 
ing the  display  of  signs,  posters  or  advertisements,  near  and  vis- 
ible from  public  parks  or  boulevards,  as  they  may  deem  necessaiy 
for  preserving  the  objects  for  which  3uch  parks  or  boulevards  are 
established  and  maintained ;  and  that,  after  publication  of  the  reg- 
ulations, any  sign,  poster  or  advertisement  maintained  in  violation 
of  them  shall  be  a  public  nuisance. 

Any  use  of  private  property  which  materially  interferes  with  the 
public  comfort,  except  in  those  cases  where  the  reasonable  require- 
ments of  the  owner  afford  him  justification  or  excuse,  is  a  nuisance. 
Noises  and  odors  have  always  been  treated  as  nuisances,  even  with- 
out legislative  adjudication  that  they  are  unwholesome.  (Davis  v. 
Sawyer,  133  Mass.  289 ;  Commonwealth  v.  Harris,  101  Mass.  29; 
Commonwealth  v.  Perry,  139  Mass.  198.) 

There  is  no  legal  reason  why  an  offence  to  the  eyes  should  have 
a  different  standing  from  an  offence  to  the  other  organs.  To  strike 
the  unwilling  ear  is  in  principle  the  same  as  to  catch  the  unwilling 
eye.  Obnoxious  signs  have  rarely  been  held  to  be  actionable  nui- 
sances, because  only  lately  has  the  attention  of  the  courts  been 
called  to  this  aggressive  method  of  disfiguring  the  landscape. 

An  advertisement  upon  private  land  anywhere  may  be  a  public 
nuisance.  In  evei7  case  it  would  be  a  question  of  what  is  reason- 
able under  the  circumstances.  The  right  to  put  glaring  signs  where 
people  may  not  escape  them  is  measured  by  the  degree  of  annoy- 
ance to  which  the  public  may  be  reasonably  required  to  submit  for 
the  benefit  of  private  interests.  The  standard  must  be  determined 
by  the  effect  of  posters  upon  people  generally,  in  the  locality  where 
they  are  put,  —  not  by  their  effect  upon  those  who  are  peculiarly 
sensitive,  nor  upon  those,  on  the  other  hand,  whose  optic  nerves 
will  bear  the  harshest  stimulation  without  inconvenience.  The 
Legislature  may  very  appropriately  recognize  and  deal  with  the 
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efiPect  upon  people  in  general  of  unrestrained  scenic  advertising, 
and  take  measures  for  its  proper  repression ;  and  it  has  often  de- 
clared certain  conditions  or  objects  to  be  nuisances  in  themselves, 
and  provided  that  they  may  be  regulated  and  controlled  by  local 
authorities.  (See  Train  v.  Boston  Disinfecting  Co.,  144  Mass. 
523;  Langmaid  v.  Reed,  159  Mass.  409;  Newton  v.  Joyce,  166 
Mass.  83.) 

Persons  whose  property  is  affected  by  such  restrictions  have  no 
right  to  compensation,  because  one  of  the  incidents  to  property  is 
a  condition  that  it  shall  not  be  so  used  as  unreasonably  to  impair 
the  interests  of  the  community.  (See  Commonwealth  v.  Gilbert, 
160  Mass.  157.) 

Similar  acts  have  g^neraUy  been  upheld.  In  Ex  parte  CasineUOy 
62  Cal.  538,  an  ordinance  giving  the  superintendent  of  streets  power 
to  determine  where  on  private  land  rubbish  and  broken  crockery 
ware  might  be  dumped  was  declared  valid ;  so  an  ordinance  pro- 
hibiting the  beating  of  a  drum  on  the  streets  without  a  permit,  — re 
Flaherty,  27  L.  R.  A.  529  (Cal.)  ;  so  a  law  declaring  dense  smoke 
a  public  nuisance  was  upheld  on  the  ground  that  the  public  comfort 
was  involved,  it  being  immaterial  whether  such  smoke  was  danger- 
ous to  health  or  to  property,  — Moses  v.  United  States,  16  App. 
D.  C.  428 ;  likewise  an  ordinance  that  no  person  should  blast  rocks 
without  a  permit  from  the  aldermen  was  sustained,  —  Common- 
wealth V,  Parks,  155  Mass.  551 ;  and  a  statute  that  no  public 
bowling  alley  should  be  open  after  six  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  — 
Commonwealth  v.  Colton,  8  Gray,  488.  There  is  no  vested  right 
in  individuals  to  be  exempt  from  police  regulations. 

It  is  to  be  specially  noted  that  in  other  States  advertising*  has 
been  regulated  throughout  whole  cities,  and  the  legislation  has  been, 
when  attacked,  sustained,  on  the  ground  that  the  views  in  a  city, 
if  beautiful  and  unobstructed,  constitute  one  of  its  chief  attrac- 
tions, and  in  that  way  add  to  the  comfort  and  well-being  of  its 
people.  (In  re  Wilshire,  103  Fed.  Rep.  620 ;  Rochester  v.  West, 
164  N.  Y.  510;  The  Gunning  System  v.  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  Supreme 
Court,  App.  Div.,  —  not  yet  published.) 

It  is,  however,  unnecessary,  under  the  oixler  of  the  Honorable 
House  of  Representatives,  to  consider  the  power  of  the  Legislature 
to  restrict  bill  boards  everywhere.  For  especial  reasons  its  power 
may  be  properly  exercised  in  case  of  parks  and  boulevards. 

In  Attorney-General  v.  Williams,  174  Mass.  476,  at  479,  in  dis- 
cussing the  well-established  principle  that  the  power  of  eminent 
domain  may  be  exercised  for  the  sole  purpose  of  educating  the  pub- 


26  PUBLIC  RESERVATIONS. 

lie  taste,  the  court  says :  '<  The  groands  on  which  public  parks  are 
desired  are  various.  They  are  to  be  enjoyed  by  the  people  who 
use  them.  They  are  expected  to  minister,  not  only  to  the  grosser 
senses,  but  also  to  the  love  of  the  beautiful  in  nature  in  the  varied 
forms  which  the  changing  seasons  bring.  Their  value  is  enhanced 
by  such  touches  of  art  as  help  to  produce  pleasing  and  satisfactory 
effects  on  the  emotional  and  spiritual  side  of  our  nature.  Their  in- 
fluence should  be  uplifting,  and  in  the  highest  sense  educational. 
If  wisely  planned  and  propejrly  cared  for,  they  pi-omote  the  mental 
as  well  as  the  physical  health  of  the  people.  For  this  reason  it  has 
always  been  deemed  proper  to  expend  money  in  the  care  and 
adornment  of  them  to  make  them  beautiful  and  enjoyable.  Their 
aesthetic  effect  has  never  been  thought  unworthy  of  careful  con- 
sideration by  those  best  qualified  to  appreciate  it." 

Since  the  public  good  justifies  the  spending  of  money  to  produce 
an  aesthetic  effect,  the  court  will  not  hold  that  a  reasonable  regula- 
tion to  preserve  the  effect  for  which  the  public  money  was  spent  is 
beyond  the  power  of  the  Legislature. 

The  purpose  of  educating  the  public  taste  by  means  of  parks 
being  declared  by  the  court  a  public  one,  and  the  Legislature  being 
of  opinion  that  the  public  cotnfort  makes  some  regulation  of  the 
use  of  private  property  visible  from  them  needful,  the  only  limit 
upon  the  Legislature's  power  to  regulate  such  use  without  compen- 
sation is  that  the  regulation  must  not  be  clearly  unreasonable.  This 
bill  does  not  authorize  any  except  reasonable  rules.  It  wisely 
leaves  it  to  the  local  boards  to  formulate  the  rules,  as  these  should 
vary  according  to  the  needs  of  the  particular  locality.  Since  it  lies 
with  the  Supreme  Court  ultimately  to  determine  whether  any  par- 
ticular rule  is  reasonable,  there  can  be  no  violation  of  the  constitu- 
tion in  this  enactment. 

The  Legislature  may  delegate  to  such  boards  power  to  make 
rules,  and  provide  that  they  may  be  enforced  by  suitable  penal- 
ties. This  is  not  a  delegation  of  the  power  to  enact  laws ;  it  is 
merely  a  delegation  of  administrative  powers  and  duties.  (See 
Opinion  of  the  Justices,  138  Mass.  601.) 

A  person  who  has  a  contract  for  advertising,  which  this  enact- 
ment makes  illegal,  has  no  more  sacred  right  to  be  immune  from 
such  regulations  than  the  one  who  owns  the  property  upon  which 
the  contract  was  to  be  performed.  All  contracts  are  subject  to 
such  exercise  of  legislative  power.  (See  Salem  v.  Maynes,  123 
Mass.  372.) 

Manifestly,  neither  party  to  such  a  contract,  upon  its  becoming 
illegal  by  legislative  enactment,  can  maintain  an  action  against  the 
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other  for  its  breach.     (See  Hughes  v.  Wamsutta  Mills,  11  Allen, 

201 ;  Commonwealth  v,  Overby,  80  Ey.  208 ;  Bailey  v.  DeCres- 

pigny,  L.  R.  4  Q.  B.  180.) 

In  my  opinion,  therefore,  in  case  this  bill  is  enacted  into  law, 

neither  owners  of  property  affected  thereby,  nor  persons  having 

contracts  for  advertising  prevented  thereby,  would  be  entitled  to 

compensation. 

Respectfully  yours, 

HERBERT  PARKER, 

Attorney'  Oeneral. 
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ACT  OF  INCORPORATION* 


[Chapter  352,  Acts  of  1891.] 

An  Act  to  establish  the  Trustees  op  Public  Reservations. 

Section  1.  Frederick  L.  Ames,  Philip  A.  Chase,  Christopher 
Clarke,  Charles  R.  Codman,  Elisha  S.  Converse,  George  F.  Hoar, 
John  J.  Russell,  Leverett  Saltonstall,  Charles  S.  Sai^ent,  Na- 
thaniel S.  Shaler,  George  Sheldon,  William  S.  Shurtleff,  George 
H.  Tucker,  Francis  A.  Walker,  George  Wigglesworth,  their  asso- 
ciates and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the  name 
of  The  Trustees  of  Public  Reservations,  for  the  purpose  of  acquir- 
ing, holding,  arranging,  maintaining,  and  opening  to  the  public, 
under  suitable  regulations,  beautiful  and  historical  places  and 
tracts  of  land  within  this  Commonwealth,  with  the  powers  and 
privileges  and  subject  to  the  duties  set  forth  in  chapter  one  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  of  the  Public  Statutes  and  in  such  other  general 
laws  as  now  are  or  hereafter  may  be  in  force  relating  to  such 
corporations ;  but  said  corporation  shall  have  no  capital  stock. 

Section  2.  Said  corporation  may  acquire  and  hold  by  grant, 
gift,  devise,  purchase,  or  otherwise,  real  estate,  such  as  it  may 
deem  worthy  of  preservation  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  public,  but 
not  exceeding  one  million  dollars  in  value,  and  such  other  prop- 
erty, both  real  and  personal,  as  may  be  necessary  or  proper  to 
support  or  promote  the  objects  of  the  corporation,  but  not  exceed- 
ing in  the  aggregate  the  further  sum  of  one  million  dollars. 

Section  3.  All  personal  property  held  by  said  corporation, 
and  all  lands  which  it  may  cause  to  be  opened  and  kept  open  to 
the  public,  and  all  lands  which  it  may  acquire  and  hold  with  this 
object  in  view,  shall  be  exempt  from  taxation  in  the  same  manner 
and  to  the  same  extent  as  the  property  of  literary,  benevolent, 
charitable,  and  scientific  institutions  incorporated  within  this  Com- 
monwealth is  now  exempt  by  law ;  but  no  lands  so  acquired  and 
held  and  not  open  to  the  public  shall  be  so  exempt  from  taxation 
for  a  longer  period  than  two  years.  Said  corporation  shall  never 
make  any  division  or  dividend  of  or  from  its  property  or  income 
among  its  members. 

Section  4.     This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 
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BY-LAWS  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  PUBLIC 

RESERVATIONS- 


ARTICLE    I. 

Of  Members. 

The  members  of  the  corporation  shall  be  residents  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  their  number  shall  not  exceed  fifty. 

The  Standing  Committee  may,  if  it  sees  fit,  nominate  persons 
to  membership  by  inserting  the  names  of  candidates  upon  the 
notice  of  warning  of  any  meeting.  The  election  shall  take  place 
at  any  meeting  subsequent  to  such  notice,  and  shall  be  by  ballot 
upon  the  names  proposed  by  the  Standing  Committee ;  and  any 
person  who  receives  the  votes  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  pres- 
ent and  voting  shall,  on  his  acceptance  in  writing  of  his  election, 
be  declared  and  enrolled  a  member  of  the  corporation.  Member- 
ship may  be  terminated  by  resignation,  and  shall  be  terminated  by 
failure  for  three  successive  years  to  attend  the  annual  meeting ; 
but  in  the  latter  case  the  Standing  Committee  may  by  vote  sus- 
pend the  operation  of  this  rule  when  it  sees  best. 

ARTICLE    II. 

Op  Founders,  Life  Associates  and  Contributors. 

All  persons  from  whom  the  corporation  shall  receive  real  or 
personal  property  to  the  value  of  one  thousand  dollars  or  more 
shall  be  permanently  enrolled  as  Founders. 

All  persons  not  entitled  to  be  enrolled  as  Founders,  from  whom 
the  corporation  shall  receive  real  or  personal  property  to  the  value 
of  one  hundred  dollars  or  more,  shall  be  enrolled  during  life  as 
Life  Associates. 

All  persons,  societies  or  corporations  not  entitled  to  be  enrolled 
as  Founders  or  Life  Associates,  from  whom  the  corporation  shall 
receive  one  or  more  dollars,  shall  be  enrolled  as  contributors  for 
the  year  in  which  payment  of  such  sum  is  made. 
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ARTICLE    III. 

Of  Meetings. 

1.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation  shall  be  held  on  the 
last  Wednesday  in  January,  in  Boston  or  at  such  other  city  or 
town  in  the  Commonwealth,  and  at  such  time  and  place,  as  the 
Standing  Committee  may  determine.  A  quorum  for  the  transac- 
tion of  business  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  seven  members,  but 
a  majority  of  the  members  present  and  voting  may  adjourn  any 
meeting  from  time  to  time  until  the  business  shall  have  been 
finished. 

In  the  event  of  the  anuual  meeting,  by  mistake  or  otherwise, 
not  being  called  and  held  as  herein  prescribed,  the  Standing 
Committee  shall  order  a  special  meeting  to  be  called  and  held  in 
lieu  of  and  for  the  purposes  of  the  annual  meeting. 

Special  meetings  of  the  corporation  may  be  called  by  the  Stand- 
ing Committee,  to  meet  at  any  time  and  place.  A  quorum  at  a 
special  meeting  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  seven  members. 

2.  At  all  meetings  the  President  shall  take  the  chair  as  soon  as 
a  quorum  is  present ;  and  the  record  of  the  preceding  meeting 
shall  then  be  read,  unless  such  reading  is  dispensed  with  by  the 
unanimous  consent  of  those  present.  After  which  at  all  special 
meetings  the  business  for  which  the  meeting  was  called  shall  be 
transacted,  and  at  the  annual  meeting  the  order  of  business  shall 
be  as  follows  :  — 

First.  —  The  unfinished  business  and  the  assignments  of  the 
last  meeting  shall  be  announced  by  the  Secretary  to  the  President, 
and  taken  up  in  order. 

Second.  —  The  Secretary  shall  be  called  on  to  submit  a  written 
report  of  the  doings  of  the  Standing  Committee  for  the  year  end- 
ing with  the  previous  31st  of  December. 

Tliird.  —  The  Treasurer  shall  be  called  upon  to  submit  a  written 
report  of  his  doings  for  the  year  ending  with  the  previous  31st  of 
December,  and  the  financial  condition  of  the  corporation  at  that 
date. 

Fourth. — The  Committee  to  audit  the  Treasurer's  accounts 
shall  be  called  on  for  a  report. 

Fifth.  —  Any  special  committee  which  may  have  been  appointed 
during  the  year  shall  be  called  on  to  report. 

Sixth.  —  If  the  Standing  Committee  shall  have  proposed  changes 
in  the  By-laws,  the  same  shall  be  voted  upon,  as  provided  in 
Article  VIL 

Seventh.  —  If  the   Standing  Committee   shall   have  made  any 
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nomiDatioDS  to  membership  in  the  corporation,  an  election  shall 
be  held,  as  provided  in  Article  I. 

Eighth. — An  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  shall  be 
held  as  provided  in  Article  IV.,  Section  1. 

Ninth.  —  On  the  announcement  of  the  vote  the  newly  elected 
President  shall  take  the  chair,  and  shall  give  tbe  members  present 
an  opportunity  to  present  new  business. 

TerUh.  — The  newly  elected  President  shall  appoint  a  committee 
to  audit  the  Treasurer's  accounts. 

ARTICLE    IV. 

Of  Officers. 

1.  The  officers  of  the  corporation  shall  be  a  President,  a  Vice- 
President,  a  Secretary  and  a  Treasurer.  The  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  shall  be  ex-offlciis  members  of  the  Standing  Committee, 
which  shall  consist  of  seven  persons  in  all.  The  officers  and  the 
Standing  Committee  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  corporation,  an  adjournment  thereof,  or  at  a  meeting  in 
lieu  of  such  Annual  meeting,  as  above  provided ;  and  they  shall 
hold  their  offices  for  one  year,  or  until  others  are  duly  chosen  and 
qualified  in  their  stead.  Any  vacancy  occurring  in  any  of  the 
above  offices  from  death,  resignation,  or  inability,  shall  be  filled 
by  the  Standing  Committee  at  their  next  regular  meeting  or  at  a 
special  meeting  to  be  called  for  the  purpose  before  such  regular 
meeting. 

2.  The  President  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  corpora- 
tion. If  he  is  absent,  the  Vice-President,  and,  if  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent is  also  absent,  a  President  pro  tempore^  chosen  by  hand  vote 
of  the  members  of  the  corporation  present,  shall  preside,  and  shall 
have  all  the  powers  and  perform  all  the  duties  of  the  President. 

3.  The  Secretary  shall  warn  the  members  of  all  meetings  of 
the  corporation,  according  as  he  may  be  directed  by  votes  of  the 
Standing  Committee.  He  shall  call  the  meetings  of  the  Standing 
Committee  as  he  may  be  directed  by  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee or  on  the  request  in  writing  of  any  two  members  thereof. 
fie  shall  carry  on  all  the  correspondence  of  the  corporation  not 
otherwise  provided  for,  and  shall,  when  the  correspondence  is  of 
importance,  preserve  copies  of  the  letters  sent  and  the  original 
letters  received,  for  transmission  with  his  records  to  his  successor 
in  office.  He  shall  keep  an  exact  record  of  all  meetings  of  the 
corporation  and  of  the  Standing  Committee,  with  the  names  of 
the  members  present,  entering  in  full  all  reports  of  committees, 
which  may  be  accepted,  by  either  body,  unless  otherwise  directed. 
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At  the  Janaary  meeting  of  the  Standing  Committee  he  shall 
make  a  written  report  of  the  doings  of  that  body  for  the  year 
ending  on  the  previous  81st  of  December;  and,  if  the  report  is 
approved,  he  shall  present  it  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  corpora- 
tion. 

4.  The  Treasurer  shall,  when  directed,  as  provided  in  the  next 
paragraph,  make  disbursements;  and  he  shall  also  collect  all 
moneys  due  to  the  corporation,  and  shall  keep  regular  and  faithful 
accounts  of  all  the  moneys  and  funds  of  the  corporation  which 
shall  come  into  his  hands  and  of  all  receipts  and  expenditures 
connected  with  the  same,  which  accounts  shall  always  be  open  to 
the  inspection  of  members  of  the  corporation.  He  shall  make  no 
investments  and  pay  no  moneys  without  either  the  approval  of  a 
majority  of  the  Standing  Committee  or  else  of  such  officer  or  com- 
mittee as  said  Standing  Committee  shall  appoint  to  act  for  it  in 
these  matters. 

At  the  January  meeting  of  the  Standing  Committee  he  shall 
make  a  written  report  of  his  doings  for  the  year  ending  on  the 
previous  Slst  of  December;  and,  if  his  report  is  approved,  he 
shall  present  it  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation. 

ARTJCLE    V. 

Of  the  Standing  Committee. 

The  Standing  Committee  shall,  at  its  first  meeting  after  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  corporation  in  each  year,  elect  a  chairman, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  committee. 
In  his  absence  a  chairman  pro  tempore  may  be  chosen  by  hand 
vote. 

The  Standing  Committee  shall  meet  at  least  once  in  every  month, 
and  a  quorum  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  three  members. 

The  Standing  Committee  may  nominate  or  refuse  to  nominate 
new  members  of  the  corporation,  may  accept  or  decline  gifts 
offered  to  the  corporation,  may  approve  or  disapprove  investments 
or  expenditures  proposed  by  the  Treasurer,  may  approve  or  disap- 
prove all  bills  against  the  corporation,  may  appoint  sub-committees 
of  their  number,  may  appoint  and  remove  agents,  may  engage 
whatever  assistance  is  needed  to  administer  the  affairs  of  the  cor- 
poration, may  designate  such  agents  and  employees  by  such  titles 
as  they  may  deem  proper,  and,  in  general,  may  exercise  all  the 
executive  powers  of  the  corporation. 
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ARTICLE    VI. 

Of  the  Seal. 

The  corporate  seal  shall  be  a  circular,  flat-faced  die  of  about  an 
inch  and  a  half  in  diameter,  with  the  name  of  the  copporation,  the 
year  of  its  organization,  the  word  ^^  Massachusetts/'  and  the  figure 
of  a  pine  tree  so  engraved  on  its  face  that  it  can  be  embossed  on 
paper  by  pressure. 

ARTICLE    VII. 

Of  Amendments. 

At  any  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation,  or  at  a  special  meet- 
ing called  for  the  purpose,  these  By-laws  may  be  amended,  altered, 
or  repealed  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  present  and  vot- 
ing, provided  that  notice  of  such  proposed  change  shall  have  been 
given  in  the  call  of  the  meeting. 


b 
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TWELFTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THX 


Trustees  of  Pubuc  Reservations, 


The  Standing  Committee  of  the  Trustees  of  Public  Reser- 
vations submits  herewith  its  twelfth  annual  report. 

Two  important  gifts  are  to  be  recorded  this  year.  The 
first  is  the  bequest  of  two  thousand  dollars,  under  the  will 
of  Joseph  S.  Glover,  which  is  made  to  the  general  funds  of 
the  corporation  without  any  restrictions  or  conditions.  It  is 
hardly  necessary  to  state  that  this  is  only  one  of  the  many 
public-spirited  gifts  contained  in  the  will  of  this  well-known 
citizen  of  Boston,  and  it  is  a  source  of  gratification  to  the 
Trustees  that  the  work  of  this  Board  should  have  met  with 
the  approval  and  mark  of  appreciation  of  so  discriminate  a 
benefactor.  This  bequest  has  a  very  practical  value.  Pre- 
vious reports  of  your  committee  have  called  attention  to  the 
need  of  a  genei-al  fund.  Heretofore  contributions  have 
largely  been  for  special  purposes,  generally  for  the  care  and 
maintenance  of  lands  given  into  the  care  of  the  Trustees. 
Indeed,  it  has  been  necessary  to  refuse  any  gift  of  land  un- 
less its  care  and  maintenance  were  provided  for.  If  a  sub- 
stantial fund  were  established  the  board  would  be  in  a 
position  to  exercise  a  more  generous  policy  in  this  respect 
when  occasion  seemed  to  wan*ant  it.  The  cost  of  printing 
reports  and  other  incidental  expenses  should  also  be  paid 
jfrom  the  income  of  a  general  fiind  instead  of  depending  upon 
occasional  contributions  fipom  persons  interested  in  the  work 
of  the  Trustees.  Heretofore  the  provision  of  the  charter 
seems  to  have  been  overlooked  which  enables  the  Trustees 
to  hold  property  to  support  or  promote  the  objects  of  the 
corporation.  It  is  certainly  to  be  hoped  that  the  example 
set  by  IVIr.  Glover  will  be  followed  by  others  having  like 
views  of  the  usefulness  of  the  work  of  this  Board. 
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The  second  gift  of  the  year  is  of  an  attractive  and  charm- 
ing bit  of  scenery  in  the  town  of  Sheffield  in  the  county  of 
Berkshire.  Sheffield  is  the  adjoining  town  on  the  south  of 
Great  Barrington,  where  the  Trustees  already  hold  Monu- 
ment Mountain.  The  present  gift,  which  is  known  as  the 
Pine  Knoll,  is  a  grassy  terrace  of  two  or  three  acres  in  ex- 
tent, jutting  out  into  the  Housatonic  meadows  on  the  east  of 
the  village  and  offering  a  lovely  view  of  the  valley  below, 
and  of  Taghkonic  to  the  west.  It  is  fringed  around  by 
noble  pine  trees,  and  on  its  sloping  banks  a  fine  growth  of 
young  hemlocks  and  pines  gives  shelter  on  the  north,  and 
on  the  south  promise  of  shade  for  years  to  come.  An  equal 
piece  of  ground  has  been  added  on  the  west,  where  are  a 
few  deciduous  trees  and  a  tennis  court.  The  whole  makes 
an  ideal  pleasure  ground  for  young  and  old,  and  the  children 
of  the  neighboring  high  school  have  begun  to  take  such  pride 
and  pleasure  in  the  place  that  they  have  lately  formed  a  so- 
ciety for  its  protection,  and  ask  to  be  allowed  to  plant  trees 
and  vines  there.  For  the  preservation  of  this  interesting 
spot,  and  the  gift  of  a  fund  of  $800  to  provide  for  its  care, 
the  public  are  indebted  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Dewey,  Miss  Laura 
D.  Russell,  Mrs.  Anna  E.  Barnard,  Mr.  Dwight  Andrews 
and  Mr.  Francis  T.  Owen. 

The  older  holdings  of  the  Trustees  are  in  good  condition, 
and  this  committee  has  again  to  acknowledge  its  indebted- 
ness to  the  local  committees  who  have  given  them  especial 
attention. 

Virginia  Wood,  in  Stoneham,  continues  to  be  cared  for 
by  the  Metropolitan  Park  Commission  as  a  part  of  the  Mid- 
dlesex Fells.  During  the  year  several  dead  pines  and  hem- 
locks of  considerable  size  have  been  removed,  and  there  are 
others  which  cannot  be  expected  to  last  for  many  years. 
Nevertheless,  the  Wood  will  long  be  noted  for  its  magnificent 
conifers.  No  fires  have  occuiTed  in  the  reservation  and  the 
paths  and  fireguards  have  been  kept  in  order.  This  section 
is  in  the  region  infested  with  gypsy  moths,  and  on  account 
of  the  roads  which  surround  it  is  especially  exposed  to  the 
introduction  of  the  moth  by  means  of  vehicles  and  foot  pas- 
sengers travelling  from  neighboring  towns.  The  Park  Com- 
mission, however,  are  giving  the  wood  the  same  protection 


16  PUBLIC  RESERVATIONS. 

against  both  the  gypsy  and  the  brown-tailed  moth  that  is 
given  to  the  rest  of  the  Middlesex  Fells,  and  no  serious 
damage  is  to  be  anticipated  from  these  pests.  A  project  is 
on  foot  for  the  improvement  of  Spot  Pond  Brook,  which 
passes  through  Virginia  Wood.  If  carried  out  it  will  be  in 
the  hands  of  the  Metropolitan  Water  and  Sewerage  Board, 
who  control  Spot  Pond,  And  it  may  be  assimied  that  no  dam- 
age will  come  therefrom. 

Goodwill  Park,  in  Falmouth,  continues  to  be  considerably 
used  by  visitors  and  picnickers  during  the  summer  months. 
A  launch  was  maintained  on  the  pond  again  this  sunmier  by 
private  enterprise,  and  took  out  a  good  many  visitors.  A 
careful  topographical  survey  has  been  made  of  the  park 
which  also  indicates  the  tree  growth.  It  vnW  be  of  much 
assistance  in  considering  the  future  treatment  of  the  wooded 
poi'tions  and  the  location  of  future  roads  and  paths. 

Rocky  Narrows,  on  the  Charles  River  at  Sherborn,  is 
mostly  visited  by  canoeing  parties.  The  camping  ground 
was  occupied  by  their  tents  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
summer  months,  and  besides  this  a  large  number  of  people 
stopped  there  for  lunch  on  their  way  up  and  down  the  river. 
The  request  that  camping  be  confined  to  the  camping  ground 
seems  to  have  been  generally  complied  with,  and  with  one 
exception  the  simple  rules  have  been  respected.  One  party 
appears  to  have  camped  on  the  rooky  cliff  which  gives  the 
name  to  the  reservation,  and  to  have  cut  down  a  tree  of  no 
great  value.  It  is  pleasant  to  record  that  this  is  the  only 
instance  of  lack  of  appreciation  of  the  motives  which  led  to 
the  gift  of  this  beautiful  spot. 

The  value  of  Mount  Anne  Park,  in  Gloucester,  has  been 
enhanced  by  the  city's  improvement  of  Haskell  Pond  Reser- 
voir, and  the  purchase  by  the  water  company  of  a  large  strip 
of  woodland  between  the  pond  and  park  as  a  reserve  to  pre- 
vent its  use  for  purposes  dangerous  to  a  pure  water  supply. 
The  pond  has  an  acreage  of  sixty  acres,  and  probably  the 
amount  secured  as  margin  will  not  be  less  than  one  hundred 
acres  more,  directly  adjoining  the  upper  end  of  the  park  and 
not  more  than  one  hundred  rods  distance  between  park  and 
pond.  Probably  a  good  road  will  be  built  between  Essex 
Avenue  and  Manchester,  with  a  branch  path  to  the  park, 


PUBLIC  RESERVATIONS.  17 

which  could  be  easily  connected  with  the  path  froni  West 
Gloucester  post-office.  During  the  naval  manoeuvres  last 
summer  a  party  understood  to  be  under  the  direction  of  the 
United  States  Coast  Survey,  without  apparent  authority, -did 
some  injudicious  cutting  near  the  sunmiit  of  the  mountain. 
Your  committee  has  taken  steps  to  ascertain  the  circumstances 
under  which  this  apparent  trespass  was  committed,  and  to 
obtain  sufficient  compensation  to  repair  as  far  as  possible  the 
damage  which  was  done. 

At  Governor  Hutchinson  Field,  in  Milton,  during  the 
early  part  of  the  year  some  work  was  done  among  the  trees 
by  the  river,  the  weedy  underbrush  and  misshapen  trees  being 
cut  out  and  the  dead  branches  removed  from  the  better  trees. 
The  work  was  paid  for  by  a  special  contribution  for  the  pur- 
pose. The  last  of  the  plane  trees  by  the  road  has  been 
removed,  so  that  the  row  of  American  elms  may  liave  the 
best  possible  chance,  and  to  this  end  these  elms  were  again 
sprayed,  to  protect  them  against  the  canker  worm.  These 
trees  hold  their  own  but  are  not  very  vigorous.  The  grass 
was  again  sold  standing  but  gets  less  marketable  each  year. 
Something  will  have  to  be  done  this  year  to  enrich  the  soil 
if  the  income  from  the  sale  of  grass  is  to  be  depended  upon 
for  the  expenses  of  the  field. 

Monument  Mountain,  in  Great  Barrington,  is  more  visited 
than  formerly  as  it  has  become  more  generally  known  that 
the  carriage  road  has  been  improved  and  is  kept  in  good  con- 
dition. The  custodian  reports  the  reservation  in  excellent 
condition,  and  that  there  have  been  no  infractions  of  the  few 
regulations  which  have  been  made  for  its  public  use. 

This  Board  has  always  been  interested  in  the  work  of 
reclamation  and  protection  of  the  Province  Lands  on  Cape 
Cod,  because  it  was  a  report  of  the  Trustees  that  brought 
the  question  before  the  public,  and  was  largely  responsible 
for  starting  the  scheme  of  work  which  has  been  so  success- 
fully carried  forward  by  the  Board  of  Harbor  and  Land 
Conmiissioners  of  Massachusetts.  With  the  permission  of 
that  Board  the  last  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Province  Lands  will  be  printed  as  an  appendix  to  this  report. 
It  will  be  found  to  contain  facts  of  interest  and  value  to  any 
one  concerned  with  the  problem  of  protection  against  the 
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ravages  of  shifting  sand.  It  is  also  a  matter  of  interest  in 
connection  with  the  Province  Lands  that  the  Legislature 
will  consider  this  year  the  feasibility  of  using  convict  labor 
in  the  improvement  of  these  lands.  The  Massachusetts  Prison 
Commission  have  recommended  that  the  experiment  be  tried, 
and  the  matter  has  received  favorable  comment  in  the  inaugu- 
ral address  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor. 

The  matter  of  regulation  of  offensive  advertising  is  before 
the  Legislature  again,  and  is  likely  to  continue  to  be  until 
it  is  properly  settled.  Public  sentiment,  especially  in  the 
neighborhood  of  cities,  grows  stronger  upon  the  subject,  and 
there  is  a  strong  feeling  that,  at  least  in  the  neighborhood 
of  parks  and  parkways,  some  limits  should  be  established  to 
the  right  to  disturb  the  individual  comfoii;  for  the  sake  of 
private  gain.  This  organization  has  from  the  first  used  its 
influence  towards  obtaining  reasonable  legislation  for  the 
regulation  of  public  advertising,  and  will  again  give  its  aid 
to  the  movement  now  on  foot. 

The  Washington  Park  Commission,  consisting  of  Daniel 
H.  Bumham,  Frederick  Law  Olmsted,  Jr.,  Charles  F. 
McKim  and  Augustus  St.  Gaudens,  appointed  by  the  Senate 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia  to  investigate  the 
improvement  of  the  park  system  of  the  District,  have  recently 
made  their  report.  The  report  is  elaborate,  and  is  illustrated 
by  maps,  photographs  and  diagrams.  The  scheme  proposed 
combines  with  a  grand  park  system  an  artistic  and  consistent 
arrangement  of  public  buildings  and  monuments.  It  is  a 
matter  of  national  interest  that  this  generous  and  adequate 
plan  for  the  improvement  of  the  capital  of  the  United  States 
should  be  carried  out,  and  your  committee  has  been  author- 
ized by  the  Trustees  of  Public  Reservations  to  express  the 
hope  that  Congress  will  adopt  the  recommendations  of  the 
report,  and  provide  means  for  carrying  the  work  to  comple- 
tion. 

PHILIP  A.  CHASE,  CTuiirman. 

CHARLES  S.  SARGENT. 

HENRY  P.  WALCOTT. 

NATHANIEL  T.  KIDDER. 

CHARLES  S.  RACKEMANN. 

GEORGE  WIGGLESWORTH,  Treasurer. 

JOHN  WOODBURY,  Secretary. 
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APPENDIX. 

[Extract  from  report  of  Harbor  and  Land  GommisBionerB,  1903.] 

REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT,  PROVINCE 

LANDS. 

Pbovincbtown,  Mabs.,  Nov.  20, 1902. 
To  the  Board  of  Harbor  and  Land  Commissioners. 

Gentlemen  :  —  As  Buperintendent  of  the  Province  Lands,  I 
respectfully  submit  my  annual  report  of  operations  on  the  lands, 
for  the  year  ending  with  November,  1902. 

The  work  has  been  carried  on  practically  upon  the  same  lines  as 
in  the  several  years  past,  consisting  of  care  of  the  roadways,  the 
transplanting  of  maram  or  beach  grass  {AmmophUa  Arenaria)^ 
bayberry  {Myrica  cerifera)  and  other  shrubs. 

Work  was  not  begun  until  about  the  first  of  July,  too  late  in  the 
season  for  spring  planting  of  shrubs,  seed  or  grass ;  so  our  first 
attention  was  given  to  necessary  repairs  on  the  road  leading  across 
the  lands,  and  which  has  been  constantly  used  since  its  completion 
in  the  spring  of  1901. 

The  work  of  transplanting  beach  grass  and  bayberry  began 
about  the  middle  of  September,  and  continued,  as  weather  per- 
mitted, until  the  middle  of  November,  commencing  on  the  seoond 
range  of  sand  dunes,  where  suspended  in  the  fall  of  1901,  and 
extending  easterly  along  the  slope  of  the  range,  a  distance  of  about 
2,000  feet,  and  covering  a  surface  of  about  20  acres. 

We  have  made  a  more  extensive  use  of  the  bayberry  this  season 
than  heretofore,  as  the  good  results  obtained  seemed  to  warrant. 
Although  we  make  slower  progress  in  covering  the  surface  than  by 
the  use  of  grass  alone,  it  gives  more  permanent  results,  especially 
along  the  top  of  the  slopes. 

The  work  upon  the  lands  shows  gradual  improvement,  and  the 
trees  and  shrubs,  some  of  which  are  naturally  of  slow  growth,  are 
healthy  and  vigorous. 

The  roadway  across  the  lands  with  terminus  near  the  Race  Point 
life-saving  station,  completed  in  June,  1901,  is  in  good  condition. 
It  has  been  a  great  convenience  to  townspeople,  and  is  highly 
appreciated  by  the  many  summer  visitors. 
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Since  the  beginning  of  the  work  of  reclaiming  the  Province 
Lands,  in  the  spring  of  1894,  which  work  was  largely  experi- 
mental, several  kinds  of  trees,  shrubs  and  plants  have  been  tried, 
with  varied  results.  The  following  may  be  mentioned,  and  valae 
of  each  estimated  :  — 

WiUotvs  of  Various  Kinds.  —  None  have  proved  of  value,  a 
small  proportion  living,  but  making  no  perceptible  growth. 

Silver  Poplars  {Populus  aiba) .  —  Not  of  sufficient  value  to  war- 
rant use. 

Tamarix  {Gallica).  — Of  no  value  ;  not  adapted  to  the  soil. 

Scotch  Broom  {Genista  scoparia), — Has  given  fairly  good 
results,  but  is  liable  to  winter-kill,  and  does  not  propagate  from  its 
own  seed,  owing  to  the  dryness  of  the  surface  of  the  ground.  The 
only  way  it  can  be  of  use  is  by  transplanting  young  plants  which 
have  been  started  in  better  soil. 

Common  Alder  (Alnus  communis) .  —  Makes  good  growth ; 
stands  climate  well ;  only  used  by  transplanting,  not  being  able 
to  get  good  results  from  seed. 

European  White  Birch  (Betula  alba),  —  Will  live,  but  too  slow 
growth. 

Hornbeam  {Corpinus  betulus).  — Of  no  value. 

Cockspur  Thorn  {Crataegus  Crus-Oalli). — Of  no  value. 

Common  Privet  {Ligustrum  vulgare).  — Of  no  value. 

Silver  Maple  {Acer  dasycarpum) .  —  Not  of  sufficient  value  to 
warrant  its  use. 

Black  Locust  {Robinia  pseudacacia).  —  It  seems  of  consider- 
able value ;  makes  good  growth  ;  to  be  obtained  from  plants ;  not 
able  to  get  results  from  seed. 

Juniper  {Juniperus  communis) .  —  Of  no  value  ;  does  not  thrive. 

Tree  of  Paradise  {Alanthus  glandulosa) .  —  Easily  raised  from 
seed,  but  not  adapted  to  soil ;  of  no  value. 

Bayberry  {Myrica  cerifera) .  —  Easily  transplanted ;  spreads 
over  the  surface,  and  valuable  for  the  work;  unable  to  raise  it 
from  seed. 

Native  Pitch  Pine  {Pinus  rigida) .  —  Valuable  and  reliable  ;  bears 
transplanting  well,  and  does  well  from  seed. 

Austrian  Pine  {Pinv^  Au^triaca).  —  Easily  raised  from  seed, 
and  bears  transplanting ;  is  doing  well. 

Scotch  Pine  {Pinus  sylvestris), — Of  good  value  ;  easily  trans- 
planted, and  does  well  from  seed. 

White  Pine  {Pinus  strobus).  —  Does  not  seem  to  be  adapted  to 
soil  or  dunate  ;  makes  very  slow  growth. 

Seaside  Pine  {Pinus  maritimxi).  —  Starts  easily  from  seed,  but 
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will  not  bear  transplanting ;  makes  quick  growth  for  first  two  or 
three  years,  then  liable  to  die  oat ;  not  to  be  depended  upon. 

Of  the  above-mentioned  trees  and  shrubs,  the  following  we  con- 
sider of  much  value  for  the  work,  and  think  can  be  depended  apon : 
native  pitch  pine,  Scotch  pine,  Austrian  pine,  common  alder,  black 
locust,  bayberry  and  Scotcb  broom. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


JAMES  A.  SMALL, 
Superintendent  of  the  Province  Lands. 
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Edward  M.  Brewer,  Milton. 
Miss  Brewer,  Milton. 
John  C.  Cobb,  Milton. 
Mrs.  Louis  Cabot,  Brookline. 
Miss  C.  H.  Cabot,  Brookline. 
Mrs.  Edward  M.  Cary,  Milton. 
Miss  Hester  Cunningham,  Milton. 
Miss  Mart  E.  Dewey,  Boston. 


ARTHUR  F.  Estabrook,  Boston. 
W.  E.  C.  EUSTIS,  MI]ton. 
George  a.  Farlow,  Boston. 
Mrs.  Rose  D.  Forbes,  Milton. 
J.  Murray  Forbes,  MUton. 
W.  Cameron  Forbes,  Westwood. 
Miss  C.  F.  Forbes,  Milton. 
Ralph  E.  Forbes,  Milton. 
Samuel  Gannett,  Milton. 
H.  C.  Gallagher,  Milton. 
Mrs.  Griffith,  Milton. 
H.  H.  HuNNEWELL,  Boston. 

A.  L.  HOLLINGS WORTH,  MUtOn. 

Miss  M.  C.  Jackson,  Boston. 
Miss  Helen  L.  Jaques,  MUton. 
Mrs.  FRANCES  Jaques,  Milton. 
Miss  Amelia  H.  Jones,  New  Bedford. 


♦  Deceased. 
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Mrs.  Mary  L.  Jones,  New  Bedford. 
Nathaniel  T.  Kidder,  Milton. 
William  C.  Lorino,  Boston. 
William  J.  Ladd,  Boston. 
Mrs.  Henry  Lee,  Brookllne. 
H.  A.  Lamb,  Milton. 
Francis  T.  Owen,  Great  Barrington. 
Mrs.  John  C.  Phillips,  Boston. 
Mrs.  Oliver  W.  Peabody,  Milton. 


Wallace  L.  Fierce,  Milton. 
James  Savage  Russell,  Milton. 
Miss  Laura  D.  Russell,  Plymouth. 
Miss  Marion  Russell,  Boston. 
Mrs.  Henry  S.  Russell,  Milton. 
Charles  S.  Sargent,  Brookllne. 
John  E.  Thayer,  Sonth  Lancaster. 
William  Whiting,  Holyoke. 
Ellerton  p.  Whitney,  Milton. 


OFFICERS^  J89J-J903. 


Pfcaideat. 

George  f.  Hoar, 1891-1908. 

Vlce-PtesidefiU 

William  S.  Shcbtleff, 1891-1896. 

George  Sheldon, 1896-1908. 

Chairman  of  the  Standbg  G>mmittee« 

Philip  a.  Chase, 1891-1898. 

Charles  Eliot, 1894-1897. 

Philip  a.  Chase 1897-1908. 

Tfeasurer. 

George  Wigglesworth 1891-1908. 

Secretary* 

Charles  Eliot, 1891-1898. 

Henry  R.  Shaw I894. 

John  Woodbury 1894-1903. 


LANDS  HELD  BY  THE  TRUSTEES,  DEC  3J,  J903. 


Acres. 

Virginia  Wood 20 

Goodwill  Park, 70 

Rocky  Narrows, 21 

Mount  Anne  Park, 50 

Governor  Hntohlnson's  Field,                    10 

Monument  Mountain  Reservation, 260 

The  Pine  Knoll 6 
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ACT  OF  INCORPORATION. 


[Ghaptbr  352,  Acts  of  1891.] 

An  Act  to  establish  the  Trustees  of  Pcblic  Reservations. 

Section  1 .  Frederick  L.  Ames,  Philip  A.  Chase,  Christopher 
Clarke,  Charles  R.  Codman,  Elisha  S.  Converse,  George  F.  Hoar, 
John  J.  Russell,  Leverett  Saltonstall,  Charles  S.  Sargent,  Na- 
thaniel S.  Shaler,  George  Sheldon,  William  S.  Shurtleff,  Geoi^e 
H.  Tucker,  Francis  A.  Walker,  George  Wigglesworth,  their  asso- 
ciates and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the  name 
of  The  Trustees  of  Public  Reservations,  for  the  purpose  of  acquir- 
ing, holding,  arranging,  maintaining,  and  opening  to  the  public, 
under  suitable  regulations,  beautiful  and  historical  places  and  tracts 
of  land  within  this  Commonwealth,  with  the  powers  and  privileges 
and  subject  to  the  duties  set  forth  in  chapter  one  hundred  and 
fifteen  of  the  Public  Statutes  and  in  such  other  general  laws  as 
now  are  or  hereafter  may  be  in  force  relating  to  such  corporations ; 
but  said  corporation  shall  have  no  capital  stock. 

Section  2.  Said  corporation  may  acquire  and  hold  by  grant, 
gift,  devise,  purchase,  or  otherwise,  real  estate,  such  as  it  may 
deem  worthy  of  preservation  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  public,  but 
not  exceeding  one  million  dollars  in  value,  and  such  other  prop- 
erty, both  real  and  personal,  as  may  be  necessary  or  proper  to 
support  or  promote  the  objects  of  the  coiporation,  but  not  exceed- 
ing in  the  aggregate  the  further  sum  of  one  million  dollars. 

Section  3.  All  personal  property  held  by  said  corporation, 
and  all  lands  which  it  may  cause  to  be  opened  and  kept  open  to 
the  public,  and  all  lands  which  it  may  acquire  and  hold  with  this 
object  in  view,  shall  be  exempt  from  taxation  in  the  same  manner 
and  to  the  same  extent  as  the  property  of  literary,  benevolent, 
charitablci  and  scientific  institutions  incorporated  within  this  Com- 
monwealth is  now  exempt  by  law ;  but  no  lands  so  acquired  and 
held  and  not  open  to  the  public  shall  be  so  exempt  from  taxation 
for  a  longer  period  than  two  years.  Said  corporation  shall  never 
make  any  division  or  dividend  of  or  from  its  property  or  income 
among  its  members. 

Section  4..    This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 
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BY-LAWS  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  PUBLIC 

RESERVATIONS- 


ARTICLE    I. 

Of  Members. 

The  members  of  the  corporation  shall  be  residents  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  their  namber  shall  not  exceed  fifty. 

The  Standing  Committee  may,  if  it  sees  fit,  nominate  persons 
to  membership  by  inserting  the  names  of  candidates  upon  the 
notice  of  warning  of  any  meeting.  The  election  shall  take  place 
at  any  meeting  subsequent  to  such  notice,  and  shall  be  by  ballot 
upon  the  names  proposed  by  the  Standing  Committee ;  and  any 
X>er8on  who  receives  the  votes  of  two- thirds  of  the  members  present 
and  voting  shall,  on  his  acceptance  in  writing  of  his  election,  be 
declared  and  eni*olled  a  member  of  the  corporation.  Membership 
may  be  terminated  by  resignation,  and  shall  be  terminated  by  fail- 
ure for  three  successive  years  to  attend  the  annual  meeting ;  but 
in  the  latter  case  the  Standing  Committee  may  by  vote  suspend 
the  operation  of  this  rule  when  it  sees  best. 

ARTICLE    II. 

Of  Founders,  Life  Associates  anp  Contributors. 

All  persons  from  whom  the  corporation  shall  receive  real  or 
personal  property  to  the  value  of  one  thousand  dollars  or  more 
shall  be  permanently  enrolled  as  Founders. 

All  persons  not  entitled  to  be  enrolled  as  Foundera,  from  whom 
the  corporation  shall  receive  real  or  personal  property  to  the  value 
of  one  hundred  dollars  or  more,  shall  be  enrolled  during  life  as 
Life  Associates. 

All  persons,  societies  or  corporations  not  entitled  to  be  enrolled 
as  Founders  or  Life  Associates,  from  whom  the  corporation  shall 
receive  one  or  more  dollars,  shall  be  enrolled  as  contributors  for 
the  year  in  whjch  payment  of  such  sum  is  made. 
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ARTICLE    III, 

Op  Meetings. 

1 .  The  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation  shall  be  held  on  the 
last  Wednesday  in  January,  in  Boston  or  at  such  other  city  or 
town  in  the  Commonwealth,  and  at  such  time  and  place,  as  the 
Standing  Committee  may  determine.  A  quorum  for  the  transac- 
tion of  business  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  seven  members,  bat 
a  majority  of  the  members  present  and  voting  may  adjourn  any 
meeting  from  time  to  time  until  the  business  shall  have  been 
finished. 

In  the  event  of  the  annual  meeting,  by  mistake  or  otherwise, 
not  being  called  and  held  as  herein  prescribed,  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee shall  order  a  special  meeting  to  be  called  and  held  in  ilea 
of  and  for  the  purposes  of  the  annual  meeting. 

Special  meetings  of  the  corporation  may  be  called  by  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  to  meet  at  any  time  and  place.  A  quorum  at  a 
special  meeting  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  seven  members. 

2.  At  all  meetings  the  President  shall  take  the  chair  as  soon  aa 
a  quorum  is  present;  and  the  record  of  the  preceding  meeting 
shall  then  be  read,  unless  such  reading  is  dispensed  with  by  the 
unanimous  consent  of  those  present.  After  which  at  all  special 
meetings  the  business  for  which  the  meeting  was  called  shall  be 
transacted,  and  at  the  annual  meeting  the  order  of  business  shall 
be  as  follows :  — 

First.  —  The  unfinished  business  and  the  assignments  of  the 
last  meeting  shall  be  announced  by  the  Secretary  to  the  President, 
and  taken  up  in  order. 

Second,  —  The  Secretary  shall  be  called  on  to  submit  a  written 
report  of  the  doings  of  the  Standing  Committee  for  the  year  end- 
ing with  the  previous  31st  of  December. 

Third.  —  The  Treasurer  shall  be  called  upon  to  submit  a  writtea 
report  of  his  doings  for  the  year  ending  with  the  previous  31st  of 
December,  and  the  financial  condition  of  the  corporation  at  that 

date. 

Fourth. — The  Committee  to  audit  the  Treasurer's  accounts 
shall  be  called  on  for  a  report. 

Fifth.  —  Any  special  committee  which  may  have  been  appointed 
during  the  year  shall  be  called  on  to  report. 

Sixth.  —  If  the  Standing  Committee  shall  have  proposed  changes 
in  the  By-laws,  the  same  shall  be  voted  upon,  as  provided  in. 
Article  VII. 
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Seventh,  —  If  the  Standing  Committee  shall  have  made  any 
nominations  to  membership  in  the  corporation,  an  election  shall 
be  held,  as  provided  in  Article  I. 

Eighth.  — An  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  shall  be 
held  as  provided  in  Article  IV.,  Section  1. 

Ninth.  —  On  the  announcement  of  the  vote  the  newly  elected 
President  shall  take  the  chair,  and  shall  give  the  members  present 
an  opportunity  to  present  new  business. 

Tenth*  —  The  newly  elected  President  shall  appoint  a  committee 
to  audit  the  Treasurer's  accounts. 

ARTICLE    IV. 

Op  Officers. 

1 .  The  officers  of  the  corporation  shall  be  a  President,  a  Vice- 
President,  a  Secretary  and  a  Treasurer.  The  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer shall  be  ex-officiis  members  of  the  Standing  Committee,  which 
shall  consist  of  seven  persons  in  all.  The  officers  and  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  corporation,  an  adjournment  thereof,  or  at  a  meeting  in  lieu 
of  such  annual  meeting,  as  above  provided ;  and  they  shall  hold 
their  offices  for  one  year,  or  until  others  are  duly  chosen  and 
qualified  in  their  stead.  Any  vacancy  occurring  in  any  of  the 
above  offices  from  death,  resignation,  or  inability,  shall  be  filled 
by  the  Standing  Committee  at  their  next  regular  meeting  or  at  a 
special  meeting  to  be  called  for  the  purpose  before  such  regular 
meeting. 

2.  The  President  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  corpora- 
tion. If  he  is  absent,  the  Vice-President,  and,  if  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent is  also  absent,  a  President  pro  tempore,  chosen  by  hand  vote 
of  the  members  of  the  corporation  present,  shall  preside,  and  shall 
have  all  the  powers  and  perform  all  the  duties  of  the  President. 

3.  The  Secretary  shall  warn  the  members  of  all  meetings  of 
the  corporation,  according  as  he  may  be  directed  by  votes  of  the 
Standing  Committee.  He  shall  call  the  meetings  of  the  Standing 
Committee  as  he  may  be  directed  by  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee or  on  the  request  in  writing  of  any  two  membera  thereof. 
He  shall  carry  on  all  the  correspondence  of  the  corporation  not 
otherwise  provided  for,  and  shall,  when  the  correspondence  is  of 
importance,  preserve  copies  of  the  letters  sent  and  the  original 
letters  received,  for  transmission  with  his  records  to  his  successor 
in  office.  He  shall  keep  an  exact  record  of  all  meetings  of  the 
corporation  and  of  the  Standing  Committee,  with  the  names  of 
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the  members  present,  entering  in  full  all  reports  of  committees, 
which  may  be  accepted,  by  either  body,  unless  otherwise  directed. 

At  the  January  meeting  of  the  Standing  Committee  be  shall 
make  a  written  report  of  the  doings  of  that  body  for  the  year 
ending  on  the  previous  31st  of  December;  and,  if  the  report  is 
approved,  he  shall  present  it  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  corpora- 
tion. 

4.  The  Treasurer  shall,  when  directed,  as  provided  in  the  next 
paragraph,  make  disbursements;  and  he  shall  also  collect  all 
moneys  due  to  the  corporation,  and  shall  keep  regular  and  faithful 
account  of  all  the  moneys  and  funds  of  the  corporation  which 
shall  come  into  his  hands  and  of  all  receipts  and  expenditures 
connected  with  the  same,  which  accounts  shall  always  be  open  to 
the  inspection  of  members  of  the  corporation.  He  shall  make  no 
investments  and  pay  no  moneys  without  either  the  approval  of  a 
majority  of  the  Standing  Committee  or  else  of  such  officer  or  com- 
mittee as  said  Standing  Committee  shall  appoint  to  act  for  it  in 
these  matters. 

At  the  January  meeting  of  the  Standing  Committee  he  shall 
make  a  written  report  of  his  doings  for  the  year  ending  on  the 
previous  Slst  of  December;  and,  if  his  report  is  approved,  he 
shall  present  it  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation. 

ARTICLE     V. 

Of  the  Standing  Committee. 

The  Standing  Committee  shall,  at  its  first  meeting  after  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  corporation  in  each  year,  elect  a  chairman, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  committee. 
In  his  absence  a  chairman  pro  tempore  may  be  chosen  by  hand 
vote. 

The  Standing  Committee  shall  meet  at  least  once  in  every  month, 
and  a  quorum  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  three  members. 

The  Standing  Committee  may  nominate  or  refuse  to  nominate 
new  members  of  the  corporation,  may  accept  or  decline  gifts 
offered  to  the  corporation,  may  approve  or  disapprove  investments 
or  expenditures  proposed  by  the  Treasurer,  may  approve  or  disap- 
prove all  bills  against  the  corporation,  may  appoint  sub-committees 
of  their  number,  may  appoint  and  remove  agents,  may  engage 
whatever  assistance  is  needed  to  administer  the  affairs  of  the  ooi^ 
poration,  may  designate  such  agents  and  employees  by  such  titles 
as  they  may  deem  proper,  and,  in  general,  may  exercise  all  the 
executive  powers  of  the  corporation. 


PUBLIC  RESERVATIONS,  13 


ARTICLE    VI. 

Of  the  Seal. 

The  corpoi*ate  seal  shall  be  a  circular,  flat- faced  die  of  about  an 
inch  and  a  half  in  diameter,  with  the  name  of  the  corporation,  the 
year  of  its  organization,  the  woi*d  ^^Massachusetts,"  and  the  figure 
of  a  pine  tree  so  engraved  on  its  face  that  it  can  be  embossed  on 
paper  by  pressure. 

ARTICLE    VII. 

Of  Amendments. 

At  any  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation,  or  i^t  a  special  meet- 
ing called  for  the  purpose,  these  By-laws  may  be  amended,  altered, 
or  repealed  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  present  and 
voting,  provided  that  notice  of  such  proposed  change  shall  have 
been  given  in  the  call  of  the  meeting. 
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THIRTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


or  THX 


Trustees  of  Pubuc  Reservations. 


The  Standing  Committee  of  the  Trustees  of  Public  Reser- 
vations submits  herewith  its  thirteenth  annual  report. 

Your  Committee  must  begin  with  noting  the  loss  the 
corporation  has  sustained  by  the  death  of  Philip  A.  Chase, 
who  was  the  Chairman  of  this  Committee.  Mr.  Chase  was 
active  in  the  movement  which  led  to  the  creation  of  this 
Board,  and  was  named  as  a  member  of  the  corporation  in 
the  act  of  the  Legislature  establishing  the  Trustees  of  Public 
Reservations.  He  was  selected  as  a  member  of  this  Com- 
mittee when  it  was  organized,  and  has  continued  to  be  a 
member  of  it  from  that  time.  He  has  acted  as  its  Chair- 
man, except  during  those  years  when  Charles  Eliot  held  that 
office.  He  has  been  a  constant  attendant  at  all  meetings 
both  of  the  corporation  and  of  the  Standing  Committee,  and 
has  been  familiar  with  the  details  of  everything  that  the 
Trustees  have  done.  He  has  aided  the  Board  with  his 
counsel  and  has  taken  a  large  part  in  all  the  activities  of  the 
organization.  His  interest  in  the  presers^ation  of  beautiful 
and  historic  spots  in  Massachusetts  was  not  confined  to  his 
work  in  this  Board.  He  was  a  member  of  an  organization 
formed  to  acquire  and  preserve  some  of  the  natural  forest  in 
the  westerly  portion  of  his  native  city  of  Lynn.  He  placed 
himself  at  the  head  of  a  movement  which,  by  supplementing 
a  moderate  municipal  expenditure  with  individual  contribu- 
tions of  a  large  amount,  has  resulted  in  the  creation  of  the 
public  reservation  of  about  2,000  acres,  now  known  as  the 
Lynn  Woods.  He  was  Chairman  of  the  first  Park  Commis- 
sion of  Lynn,  a  member  of  the  State  commission  appointed 
to  inquire  and  report  upon  the  park  needs  of  the  metropoli- 
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tan  districf  of  Boston,  and  subsequently  for  several  years 
a  member  of  the  permanent  Metropolitan  Park  Commission, 
created  to  carry  out  the  recommendations  of  that  report. 
In  this  latter  capacity  he  was  active  in  securing  for  the 
public  the  Blue  Hills,  Middlesex  Fells,  Revere  Beach  and 
other  reservations  of  the  Metropolitan  Park  System.  His 
tastes  led  him  to  join  many  other  organizations  whose  pur- 
poses were  like  that  of  this  Board,  to  preserve  the  beautiful 
scenery  of  this  State.  His  business  ability,  sound  judg- 
ment and  intimate  knowledge  of  men  and  affairs  made  his 
services  of  inestimable  value  to  this  and  to  other  similar 
organizations.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  remember  that  the  time 
and  the  effort  which  he  so  generously  expended  in  such 
activities  were  so  often  repaid  to  him  in  the  constant  and 
lasting  pleasure  which  he  enjoyed  in  his  frequent  visits  to 
those  scenes  of  natural  beauty  whose  preservation  and  con- 
tinued usefulness  are  so  largely  due  to  his  foresight,  sagacity, 
perseverance  and  deep  sympathy. 

Your  Committee  have  not  received  this  year  any  new 
gifts  of  either  land  or  money.  They  can  report  that  the 
holdings  committed  to  your  care  are  in  good  condition  and 
apparently  more  appreciated  each  year.  In  accordance  with 
a  suggestion  made  at  the  last  annual  meeting  the  Secretary 
arranged  for  the  Trustees  during  the  year  excursions  to  sev- 
eral of  the  reservations.  In  June,  Rocky  Narrows  were 
visited.  The  Trustees  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Robert  S.  Minot 
and  Mr.  C.  H.  W.  Foster,  who  made  the  arrangements  for 
the  trip  and  entertained  the  party  at  lunch  at  Mr.  Minot's 
home.  Canoes  and  boats  were  taken  from  the  boat-house 
of  Mr.  Minot  in  Dover  up  the  Charles  to  the  Narrows  and 
return.  In  July  another  party  of  the  Trustees  visited  Good- 
will Park  in  Falmouth.  Mr.  William  Taggard  Piper  made 
arrangements  for  the  conveyance  of  the  party,  and  provided 
a  lunch  at  his  residence.  In  October  a  trip  was  arranged 
to  Great  Barrington  which  occupied  two  days.  The  party 
made  its  headquarters  at  the  Berkshire  Inn  in  that  town, 
and  on  the  first  day  visited  the  Pine  Knoll  in  Sheffield. 
They  were  met  at  the  Knoll  by  a  committee  of  the  high 
Bchool  scholars,  who  take  a  share  of  the  care  of  the  Knoll, 
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and  by  Mr.  Willard  French,  who  acts  as  local  castodian^ 
On  the  following  day  the  party  visited  Monument  Mountain, 
following  the  roadway  to  its  end,  and  climbing  the  shorty 
steep  path  which  leads  thence  to  the  summit  of  the  Crags. 
The  party  were  indebted  to  Mr.  Frank  H.  Wright  and  Mr» 
Pailey  A.  Russell  of  Great  Barrington  for  attentions  shown 
them  during  their  stay.  These  visits  were  productive  both, 
in  pleasure  and  information  to  those  who  were  able  to  join 
in  them,  and  your  Committee  hopes  to  extend  them  to  other 
holdings  the  coming  season. 

The  local  conunittees  report  that  your  holdings  have  re- 
ceived necessary  care  during  the  year  and  ai-e  in  good  con- 
dition. The  Superintendent  of  the  Middlesex  Fells  states 
that  during  the  past  year  a  considerable  amount  of  work  has 
been  necessary  to  protect  Virginia  Wood  from  damage  by 
the  gypsy  moth,  and,  although  there  has  been  no  defolia- 
tion, the  section  has  become  badly  infested  through  colonies 
located  outside  the  boundaries  of  the  reservation.  In  order 
to  facilitate  the  suppression  of  the  insect  and  offer  more 
thorough  protection  to  the  large  trees,  a  greater  part  of  the 
underbrush  has  been  cleared  and  a  force  of  experienced  men 
is  now  employed  destroying  egg  clusters. 

No  special  work  has  been  required  in  Goodwill  Park  be* 
yond  keeping  the  roads  in  repair  and  the  fire  guard  cut  oat» 
A  suggestion  has  been  made  that  the  care  of  the  park  be 
turned  over  to  the  local  park  commission.  On  considera- 
tion, however,  your  Committee  feels  that  Mr.  Fay's  wishes 
require  that  the  park  should  for  the  present  remain  in  the 
charge  of  the  local  committee  named  by  him. 

Although  remote  from  travelled  roads,  no  further  injury- 
has  been  done  to  the  tree  growth  of  Rocky  Narrows.  The 
local  committee  suggest  that,  if  funds  were  available,  an 
adjoining  tract  of  land  could  be  acquired  for  a  reasonable 
price,  which  would  tend  to  increase  the  attractions  of  the 
neighborhood  by  preserving  a  further  stretch  of  woodland 
seen  from  the  river,  together  with  the  woodland  on  top  of 
the  hill  and  connected  with  the  reservation. 

Mt.  Anne  Park  has  been  visited  by  a  larger  number  of 
people  the  last  year  than  ever  before.     The  proposed  road 
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jErom  Essex  Avenue  to  and  along  Haskell  Pond,  when  com- 
pleted, will  render  the  park  more  accessible  both  from 
Manchester  and  Gloucester.  The  city  water  board  has  again 
increased  its  holdings  in  the  neighborhood,  which,  in  effect, 
adds  to  the  park  area.  Several  fires  have  started  in  the 
neighborhood,  but  have  not  reached  the  park.  There  is  a 
strong  desire  on  the  part  of  those  visiting  the  summit  of  the 
mountain  for  the  erection  of  some  sort  of  a  structure  which 
will  make  it  possible  to  see  freely  over  the  tree  tops. 

At  Gov.  Hutchinson  Field,  beyond  affixing  a  bronze  tablet 
to  a  handsome  boulder,  which  is  in  the  wall  near  one  of  the 
entrances,  nothing  has  been  done  excepting  to  cut  the  grass. 
The  price  obtained  for  the  grass,  which  was  sold  standing, 
was  low,  but  the  work  of  clearing  up  was  so  well  done  as 
to  remove  the  necessity  of  any  further  expenditure  for  the 
season. 

At  Monument  Mountain  Reservation  an  extensive  fire 
occurred  on  the  west  side  of  the  mountain  early  in  the 
summer,  and  was  fought  by  a  large  force  of  men,  including 
our  custodian  and  his  assistants.  No  actual  damage  was 
done  to  the  reservation.  In  the  autumn  the  road  up  the 
mountain  was  repaired,  especially  with  reference  to  sur&ce 
drainage,  so  that  the  heavy  rains  and  melting  snow  might 
not  wash  it  out.  A  little  work  in  tree-cutting  along  the 
line  of  the  road  was  also  done  by  way  of  protecting  some 
white  pines,  hemlocks  and  other  valuable  trees.  One  of 
the  life-tenants  of  the  farm-house  has  died,  and  the  other 
remains  still  in  occupation.  It  is  a  melancholy  fact,  and 
not  a  pleasant  one  to  record,  that  some  de&cement  has 
been  committed  on  the  memorial  stone  bearing  the  inscrip- 
tion which  records  the  gift  of  the  mountain.  Fortunately 
this  is  not  serious  in  extent,  but  in  its  nature  it  is  of  the 
utmost  consequence;  and  if  anybody  could  devise  some 
means  of  preventing  such  actions,  he  would  do  an  inestim- 
able service  to  the  corporation  and  the  community. 

Pine  Knoll  Reservation  is  very  popular  in  the  town  of 
Sheffield.  The  work  done  upon  it  this  year  comprises  cut- 
ting and  removing  the  grass,  clearing  the  foot-path  which 
runs  around  the  grove,  improving  the  tennis  court,  repairing 
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the  wire  fence  adjoiniDg  the  meadow  lands  and  famishing 
one  settee  for  the  tennis  court. 

This  Board  has  always  expressed  interest  in  the  work  of 
other  organizations  engaged  in  similar  work.  A  committee, 
of  which  Mr.  Charles  8.  Randall  of  New  Bedford  is  Chair- 
man, has  for  several  years  been  engaged  in  an  effort  to 
mark  a  spot  noted  in  the  history  of  New  England.  A  stone 
tower  over  fifty  feet  in  height  has  been  built  on  Gosnold's 
Islet,  which  lies  in  Gosnold  Fond  at  the  west  end  of  the 
island  of  Cuttyhunk,  as  a  permanent  monument  to  the 
memory  of  Bartholomew  Gosnold  and  his  companions,  who 
landed  there  on  June  4  (O.  S.  May  25),  1602,  and  made 
the  first  attempt  to  found  an  English  settlement  on  New 
England  shores.  The  corner-stone  was  laid  on  June  4, 
1902,  the  three  hundredth  anniversary  of  Gosnold's  landing. 
The  dedication  of  the  Gosnold  Tower  took  place  on  Sept.  1 
(O.  S.  Aug.  22),  1903,  the  anniversary  of  Gosnold's  death 
in  1607,  at  Jamestown,  Virginia.  The  Old  Dartmouth  His- 
torical Society,  recently  incorporated,  is  to  act  as  the  cus- 
todian of  the  monument. 

A  matter  of  national  interest  is  the  effort  which  is  making 
to  preserve  the  Calaveras  Groves  of  Big  Trees  in  California. 
Congi*ess  has  been  asked  to  acquire  the  land  upon  which 
they  stand,  which  is  now  private  property,  and  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  need  of  legislative  action  in  a  special 
message  of  the  President.  The  Outdoor  Art  League  of  San 
Francisco  has  been  especially  active  in  this  movement. 

The  public  demand  increases  every  year  for  the  regulation 
of  advertising  in  public  places,  and  especially  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  parks  and  in  locations  where  it  will  interefere 
with  the  enjoyment  of  natural  scenery.  A  reference  to  pre- 
vious reports  will  show  that  this  Board  has  expressed  itself 
in  favor  of  reasonable  legislation  looking  to  this  end.  In 
1898  it  obtained  a  useful  amendment  to  the  existing  law 
preventing  the  defacement  of  objects  in  the  highway,  anc 
in  the  same  year  members  of  this  Board  actively  supporteo 
a  bill  to  regulate  advertisements  in  the  limit  of  parks.  This 
latter  bill  was  defeated  by  a  narrow  margin.  Since  that 
year  there  have  been  other  attempts  made  to  secure  similai 
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legislation,  with  the  resalt,  it  would  seem,  of  educating  and 
arousing  public  opinion ;  for  the  Legislature  of  1903,  against 
an  active  opposition,  placed  upon  the  statute  books  of  Mas- 
sachusetts a  law  which  should  bo  productive  of  excellent 
results.  It  is  of  such  interest  and  importance  that  it  seems 
best  to  print  it  in  full  in  the  appendix  to  this  report.  Sev- 
eral park  commissions,  acting  under  this  law,  have  already 
adopted  rules  as  therein  required.  Many  flagrant  abuses  in 
the  shape  of  advertising  signs  have  been  removed  by  the 
owners  without  waiting  for  further  action.  The  full  effect 
of  the  law,  however,  will  not  be  felt  until  the  question  of 
its  constitutionality,  which  has  been  denied  by  its  opponents, 
has  been  settled.  Whatever  the  result  may  be,  it  is  now 
reasonably  clear  that  public  opinion,  at  least  in  Massachu- 
setts, is  against  what  is  called  <*  offensive  advertising,"  and 
the  offenders  can  have  little  doubt  but  that  a  means  for  its 
suppression  will  be  found.  The  law  which  has  been  passed 
by  the  Legislature  expresses  the  best  sentiment  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  the  people  of  this  State  have  been  accustomed 
to  see  their  best  sentiments  sooner  or  later  crystallized  into 
permanent  results. 

CHARLES  S.   SARGENT. 
HENRY  P.   WALCOTT. 
NATHANIEL  T.   KIDDER. 
CHARLES   S.   RACKEMANN. 
GEORGE  WIGGLESWORTH. 
JOHN  WOODBURY. 
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APPENDIX. 


[GhAPTKB  108  OF  THS  ACTB  OF  THB  LSOISLATURB  OF  MASSACHUBKTTB 

FOR  THB  YXAB  1903.] 

An  Act  to  protect  public  parks  and  parkways  from  disfig- 
urement BT  ADVERTISEMENTS. 
^e  it  enacted^  e/c.,  as  follows: 

Section  1 .  The  metropolitan  park  commission  and  the  oflQcer 
or  ofSeers  having  charge  of  public  parks  and  parkways  in  any  city 
or  town  may  make  such  reasonable  rules  and  regulations  respecting 
the  display  of  signs,  posters  or  advertisements  in  or  near  to  and 
visible  from  public  parks  and  parkways  entrusted  to  their  care,  as 
they  may  deem  necessary  for  preserving  the  objects  for  which  such 
parks  and  parkways  are  established  and  maintained. 

Section  2.  The  commission  or  officers  aforesaid  shall  give 
notice  of  all  rules  and  regulations  made  by  them  under  authority 
of  this  act  by  posting  the  same  in  three  or  more  public  places  in 
the  city  or  town  in  which  the  public  park  or  parkway  is  situated, 
and  by  publishing  the  same  in  some  newspaper,  if  there  be  one, 
published  in  such  city  or  town.  Such  notice  shall  be  deemed  legal 
notice  to  all  persons. 

Section  3.  Whoever  violates  any  rule  or  regulation  made  and 
published  as  aforesaid  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding 
twenty  dollars  for  each  offence ;  and  any  sign,  poster  or  advertise- 
ment erected  or  maintained  in  violation  of  any  such  rule  or  regula- 
tion shall  be  deemed  a  public  nuisance. 

\^Appr(yoed  March  17^  1903, 


T.^' 
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Societies  and  individuals  interested  in  Massachusetts  history, 
natural  history,  scenery,  and  town  and  country  improvement, 
are  invited  to  contribute  to  the  working  funds  of  this  Boarcl. 
The  annual  reports  can  be  promised  only  to  founders,  life  asso- 
ciates and  contributors.  (See  By-laws,  Article  II. )  The  treas- 
urer is  George  Wigglesworth,  53  State  Street,  Boston.  The 
secretary  is  John  Woodbury,  14  Beacon  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 
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ACT  OF  INGORPORATION. 


[Chaptbb  362,  Acts  of  1891.] 

An  Act  to  establish  thb  Trustees  of  Public  Reservatioks. 

Section  1.  Frederick  L.  Ames,  Philip  A.  Chase,  Christopher 
Clarke,  Charles  B.  Codman,  Elisha  S.  Converse,  George  F.  Hoar, 
John  J.  Russell,  Leverett  Saltonstall,  Charles  S.  Sargent,  Na- 
thaniel S.  Shaler,  George  Sheldon,  William  S.  Shartleff,  George 
H.  Tucker,  Francis  A.  Walker,  George  Wigglesworth,  their  asso- 
ciates and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the  name 
of  The  Trustees  of  Public  Reservations,  for  the  purpose  of  acquir- 
ing, holding,  arranging,  maintaining,  and  opening  to  the  public, 
under  suitable  regulations,  beautiful  and  historical  places  and  tracts 
of  land  within  this  Commonwealth,  with  the  powers  and  privileges 
and  subject  to  the  duties  set  forth  in  chapter  one  hundred  and 
fifteen  of  the  Public  Statutes  and  in  such  other  general  laws  as 
now  are  or  hereafter  may  be  in  force  relating  to  such  corporations ; 
but  said  corporation  shall  have  no  capital  stock. 

Section  2.  Said  corporation  may  acquire  and  hold  by  grant, 
gift,  devise,  purchase,  or  otherwise,  real  estate,  such  as  it  may 
deem  worthy  of  preservation  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  public,  but 
not  exceeding  one  million  dollars  in  value,  and  such  other  prop- 
erty, both  real  and  personal,  as  may  be  necessary  or  proper  to 
support  or  promote  the  objects  of  the  corporation,  but  not  exceed- 
ing in  the  aggregate  the  further  sum  of  one  million  dollars. 

Section  8.  All  personal  property  held  by  said  corporation, 
and  all  lands  which  it  may  cause  to  be  opened  and  kept  open  to 
the  public,  and  all  lands  which  it  may  acquire  and  hold  with  this 
object  in  view,  shall  be  exempt  from  taxation  in  the  same  manner 
and  to  the  same  extent  as  the  property  of  literary,  benevolenti 
charitable,  and  scientific  institutions  incorporated  within  this  Com 
monwealth  is  now  exempt  by  law ;  but  no  lands  so  acquired  and 
held  and  not  open  to  the  public  shall  be  so  exempt  from  taxation 
for  a  longer  period  than  two  years.  Said  corporation  shall  never 
make  any  division  or  dividend  of  or  from  its  property  or  income 
among  its  members. 

Section  4.    This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 
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BY-LAWS  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  PUBLIC 

RESERVATIONS* 


ARTICLE    I. 

Of  Members. 

The  members  of  the  corporation  shall  be  residents  of  Massa- 
cbnsetts,  and  their  number  shall  not  exceed  fifty. 

The  Standing  Committee  may,  if  it  sees  fit,  nominate  persons 
to  membership  by  inserting  the  names  of  candidates  upon  the 
notice  of  warning  of  any  meeting.  The  election  shall  take  place 
at  any  meeting  sabsequent  to  such  notice,  and  shall  be  by  ballot 
apon  the  names  proposed  by  the  Standing  Committee ;  and  any 
person  who  receives  the  votes  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present 
and  voting  shall,  on  his  acceptance  in  writing  of  his  election,  be 
declared  and  enrolled  a  member  of  the  corporation.  Membership 
may  be  terminated  by  resignation,  and  shall  be  terminated  by  fail- 
ure for  three  successive  years  to  attend  the  annual  meeting ;  but 
in  the  latter  case  the  Standing  Committee  may  by  vote  suspend 
the  operation  of  this  rule  when  it  sees  best. 

ARTICLE    II. 

Op  Founders,  Life  Associates  and  Contributors. 

All  persons  from  whom  the  corporation  shall  receive  real  or 
personal  property  to  the  value  of  one  thousand  dollars  or  more 
shall  be  permanently  enrolled  as  Founders. 

All  persons  not  entitled  to  be  enrolled  as  Founders,  from  whom 
the  corporation  shall  receive  real  or  personal  property  to  the  value 
of  one  hundred  dollars  or  more,  shall  be  enrolled  during  life  as 
Life  Associates. 

All  persons,  societies  or  corporations  not  entitled  to  be  enrolled 
as  Founders  or  Life  Associates,  from  whom  the  corporation  shall 
receive  one  or  more  dollars,  shall  be  enrolled  as  contributors  for 
the  year  in  which  payment  of  such  sum  is  made. 
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ARTICLE   III. 

Of  Meetings. 

1.  The  annoal  meeting  of  the  corporation  shall  be  held  on  the 
last  Wednesday  in  Janaary,  in  Boston  or  at  such  other  city  or 
town  in  the  Commonwealth,  and  at  such  time  and  place,  as  the 
Standing  Committee  may  determine.  A  quoram  for  the  transac- 
tion of  business  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  seven  members,  but 
a  majority  of  the  members  present  and  voting  may  adjourn  any 
meeting  from  time  to  time  until  the  business  shall  have  been 
finished. 

In  the  event  of  the  annual  meeting,  by  mistake  or  otherwise, 
not  being  called  and  held  as  herein  prescribed,  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee shall  order  a  special  meeting  to  be  called  and  held  in  lien 
of  and  for  the  purposes  of  the  annual  meeting. 

Special  meetings  of  the  corporation  may  be  called  by  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  to  meet  at  any  time  and  place.  A  quorum  at  a 
special  meeting  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  seven  members. 

2.  At  all  meetings  the  President  shall  take  the  chair  as  soon  as 
a  quorutn  is  present;  and  the  record  of  the  preceding  meeting 
shall  then  be  read,  unless  such  reading  is  dispensed  with  by  the 
unanimous  consent  of  those  present.  After  which  at  all  special 
meetings  the  business  for  which  the  meeting  was  called  shall  be 
transacted,  and  at  the  annual  meeting  the  order  of  business  shall 
be  as  follows :  — 

First.  —  The  unfinished  business  and  the  assignments  of  the 
last  meeting  shall  be  announced  by  the  Secretary  to  the  President, 
and  taken  up  in  order. 

Seco7id,  —  The  Secretary  shall  be  called  on  to  submit  a  written 
report  of  the  doings  of  the  Standing  Committee  for  the  year  end- 
ing with  the  previous  81st  of  December. 

Third.  —  The  Treasurer  shall  be  called  upon  to  submit  a  written 
report  of  his  doings  for  the  year  ending  with  the  previous  31st  of 
December,  and  the  financial  condition  of  the  corporation  at  that 
date. 

Fourth. — The  Committee  to  audit  the  Treasurer's  accounts 
shall  be  called  on  for  a  report. 

Fifth.  —  Any  special  committee  which  may  have  been  appointe 
during  the  year  shall  be  called  on  to  report. 

Siosth.  —  If  the  Standing  Committee  shall  have  proposed  change 
in  the  By-laws,  the  same  shall  be  voted  upon,  as  provided  f 
Article  VII. 
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SevevUh.  —  If  the  Standing  Committee  shall  have  made  any 
nominations  to  membership  in  the  corporation,  an  election  shall 
be  held,  as  provided  in  Article  I. 

Eighth.  —  An  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  shall  be 
held,  as  provided  in  Article  lY.,  Section  1. 

Ninth.  —  On  the  announcement  of  the  vote  the  newly  elected 
President  shall  take  the  chair,  and  shall  give  the  members  present 
an  opportunity  to  present  new  business. 

Tenth.  — The  newly  elected  President  shall  appoint  a  committee 
to  audit  the  Treasurer's  accounts. 

ARTICLE    IV. 

Op  Officebs. 

1.  The  officers  of  the  corporation  shall  be  a  President,  a  Vice- 
President,  a  Secretary  and  a  Treasurer.  The  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer shall  be  ex-offidia  members  of  the  Standing  Committee,  which 
shall  consist  of  seven  persons  in  all.  The  officers  and  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  shall  be  cliosen  by  ballot  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  corporation,  an  adjournment  thereof,  or  at  a  meeting  in  lieu 
of  such  annual  meeting,  as  above  provided ;  and  they  shall  hold 
their  offices  for  one  year,  or  until  others  are  duly  chosen  and 
qualified  in  their  stead.  Any  vacancy  occurring  in  any  of  the 
above  offices  from  death,  resignation  or  inability,  shall  be  filled 
by  the  Standing  Committee  at  their  next  regular  meeting  or  at  a 
special  meeting  to  be  called  for  the  purpose  before  such  regular 
meeting. 

2.  The  President  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  corpora- 
tion. If  he  is  absent,  the  Vice-President,  and,  if  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent is  also  absent,  a  President  pro  tempore,  chosen  by  hand  vote 
of  the  members  of  the  corporation  present,  shall  preside,  and  shall 
have  all  the  powers  and  perform  all  the  duties  of  the  President. 

3.  The  Secretary  shall  warn  the  members  of  all  meetings  of  the 
corporation,  according  as  he  may  be  directed  by  votes  of  the  Stand- 
ing Committee.  He  shall  call  the  meetings  of  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee as  he  may  be  directed  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  or 
on  the  request  in  writing  of  any  two  members  thereof.  He  shall 
carry  on  all  the  correspondence  of  the  corporation  not  otherwise 
provided  for,  and  shall,  when  the  correspondence  is  of  imporlance, 
preserve  copies  of  the  letters  sent  and  the  original  letters  received, 
for  transmission  with  his  records  to  his  successor  in  office.  He 
shall  keep  an  exact  record  of  all  meetings  of  the  corporation  and 
of  the  Standing  Committee,  with  the  names  of  the  members  pres- 


12  PUBLIC  RESERVATIONS. 

ent,  entering  in  full  all  reports  of  committees,  which  may  be  ac- 
cepted, by  either  body,  unless  otherwise  directed. 

At  the  January  meeting  of  the  Standing  Committee  he  shall 
make  a  written  report  of  the  doings  of  that  body  for  the  year 
ending  on  the  previous  81st  of  December;  and,  if  the  report  is 
approved,  he  shall  present  it  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  corpora- 
tion. 

4.  The  Treasurer  shall,  when  directed,  as  provided  in  the  next 
paragraph,  make  disbursements;  and  he  shall  also  collect  all 
moneys  due  to  the  corporation,  and  shall  keep  regular  and  faithful 
account  of  all  the  moneys  and  funds  of  the  corporation  which  shall 
come  into  his  hands  and  of  all  receipts  and  expenditures  connected 
with  the  same,  which  accounts  shall  always  be  open  to  the  inspec- 
tion of  members  of  the  corporation.  He  shall  make  no  investments 
and  pay  no  moneys  without  either  the  approval  of  a  majority  of 
the  Standing  Committee  or  else  of  such  officer  or  committee  as  said 
Standing  Committee  shall  appoint  to  act  for  it  in  these  matters. 

At  the  January  meeting  of  the  Standing  Committee  he  shall 
make  a  written  report  of  his  doings  for  the  year  ending  on  the 
previous  31st  of  December;  and,  if  his  report  is  approved,  he 
shall  present  it  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation. 

ARTICLE    V. 

Op  the  Standing  CoHMrrrEE. 

The  Standing  Committee  shall,  at  its  first  meeting  after  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  corporation  in  each  year,  elect  a  chairman, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  committee. 
In  his  absence  a  chairman  pro  tempore  may  be  chosen  by  hand 
vote. 

The  Standing  Committee  shall  meet  at  least  once  in  every  month, 
and  a  quorum  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  three  members. 

The  Standing  Committee  may  nominate  or  refuse  to  nominate 
new  members  of  the  corporation,  may  accept  or  decline  gifts 
offered  to  the  corporation,  may  approve  or  disapprove  investments 
or  expenditures  proposed  by  the  Treasurer,  may  approve  or  disap- 
prove all  bills  against  the  corporation,  may  appoint  sub-committees 
of  their  number,  may  appoint  and  remove  agents,  may  engage 
whatever  assistance  is  needed  to  administer  the  affairs  of  the  cor- 
poration, may  designate  such  agents  and  employees  by  such  titles 
as  they  may  deem  proper,  and,  in  general,  may  exercise  all  the 
executive  powers  of  the  corporation. 
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ARTICLE    VI. 

Op  thb  Seal. 

The  corporate  seal  shall  be  a  oircalar,  flat-faced  die  of  aboat  an 
inch  and  a  half  in  diameter,  with  the  name  of  the  corporation,  the 
year  of  its  organization,  the  word  ^'  Massachusetts  **  and  the  figure 
of  a  pine  tree  so  engraved  on  its  face  that  it  can  be  embossed  on 
paper  by  pressure. 

ARTICLE    VII. 

Of  Amendments. 

At  any  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation,  or  at  a  special  meet- 
ing called  for  the  purpose,  these  By-laws  may  be  amended,  altered 
or  repealed  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  present  and  Yot- 
ing,  provided  that  notice  of  such  proposed  change  shaU  have  been 
given  in  the  call  of  the  meeting. 
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FOURTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THB 


Trustees  of  Public  Reservations- 


The  Standing  Oommittee  of  the  Trustees  of  Public  Reser- 
vations submits  herewith  its  fourteenth  annual  report. 

This  report  naturally  begins  with  the  record  of  the  loss 
the  Corporation  has  sustained  by  the  death  of  Greorge  Frisbie 
Hoar,  who  held  the  office  of  President  of  the  Trustees  firom 
the  time  this  Corporation  was  created  in  1891  until  his  death 
on  Sept.  30,  1904.  The  many-sided  activities  of  Senator 
Hoar's  life  included  a  marked  interest  in  the  natural  and 
historical  landmarks  of  his  native  State ;  and  when  this  Board 
was  organized  he  gladly  permitted  the  use  of  his  name  and  in- 
fluence in  forwarding  the  objects  of  this  association,  formed 
for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  and  holding  for  the  public  beauti- 
ful and  historic  places  and  tracts  of  land  in  Massachusetts. 
His  public  duties  necessarily  precluded  his  taking  an  active 
part  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Board,  but  he  maintained  a 
constant  interest  in  the  progress  of  the  work  of  the  Trustees, 
and  kept  himself  informed  as  to  the  gifts  of  land  which  were 
made  to  the  Trustees  from  time  to  time.  The  preservation 
of  the  hilltops  had  for  him  a  special  interest.  He,  himself, 
by  his  own  efforts  preserved  the  summit  of  the  high  hill  near 
Worcester  known  as  Mount  Asnebumskit.  He  presided  and 
spoke  at  a  meeting  of  this  Board  held  at  Northampton 
several  years  ago  to  forward  the  movement  which  finally 
resulted  in  the  preservation  of  Mount  Tom.  When  the 
Trustees  received  the  gift  of  Monument  Mountain  in  Great 
Barrington,  he  personally  arranged  for  the  Trustees  and 
friends  a  memorable  excursion  to  visit  the  mountain  as  his 
guests  and  with  himself  as  guide.  He  interested  himself 
individually  in  the  preservation  and  marking  of  historical 
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places.  In  company  with  others,  he  secured  the  homestead 
in  Sutland  of  Gen.  Rufus  Putnam,  whose  services  to  this 
country  in  the  early  days  of  the  republic  he  deemed  especially 
worthy  of  record,  and  later  made  arrangements  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  house  as  a  colonial  museum.  It  was  through 
his  efforts  that  a  suitable  inscription  was  placed  on  *' Re- 
demption Rock  "  in  Westminster,  where  his  ancestor,  John 
Hoar,  arranged  with  the  Indians  for  the  ransom  of  the  wife 
of  the  Rev.  Joseph  Rowlinson  of  Lancaster. 

The  Trustees  of  Public  Reservations  are  grateful  for  the 
help  he  gave  to  the  movement  which  this  organization  repre- 
sents, and  will  always  recall  with  pleasant  memories  his 
associations  with  this  Board. 

Your  Oommittee  has  no  new  gifts  to  announce  at  this  time, 
but  has  one  of  some  interest  under  consideration.  Several 
years  ago,  public-spirited  residents  in  a  near-by  town  secured 
tracts  of  woodland  for  a  considerable  distance  along  the 
borders  of  a  charming  country  road.  For  topographical 
reasons,  the  value  of  these  lands  was  not  then,  and  will  not 
be  in  the  future,  of  greater  value  than  the  worth  of  the 
standing  wood.  It  seemed  wiser  to  buy  and  save  these  trees, 
that  the  shaded  and  pleasant  scenery  of  the  road  might  be 
preserved,  than  to  permit  the  trees  to  be  cut  down  for  fire- 
wood. A  portion  of  these  lands  has  been  very  properly 
transferred  to  the  local  park  commission,  but  the  remainder 
of  the  land  lies  just  within  the  boundaries  of  another  town, 
which  has  no  such  Board  and  feels  no  interest  in  the  preser- 
vation of  the  trees  or  the  beauty  of  the  road.  The  gentle- 
men who  hold  the  title  to  these  lands  for  the  original 
contributors  desire  to  place  them  in  the  hands  of  this  Board, 
with  a  fund  the  income  of  which  will  be  sufficient  for  proper 
care.  A  favorable  reply  has  been  made  by  this  Committee, 
and  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  incoming  Committee  to  confer 
with  these  gentlemen  as  to  mattei*s  of  detail. 

The  local  conmiittees  having  charge  of  the  holdings  of  this 
Soard  report  them  to  be  in  good  condition,  and  generally 
appreciated  by  the  public.  Several  matters  of  detail  are  of 
interest. 

Virginia  Wood  in  Stoneham  is  cared  for  by  the  Metro- 
politan Park  Commission  as  a  part  of  the  Middlesex  Fells 
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Reservation.  It  is  situated  in  the  heart  of  the  sectionof  the 
State  which  is  worst  infested  with  the  gy^y  moth.  It  is  par- 
ticularly exposed  to  invasion  of  the  moth  from  neighboring 
lands  in  private  ownership,  where  the  moths  develop  in 
great  numbers  and  no  effort  is  made  to  repress  them.  Last 
winter  employees  of  the  Park  Commission  removed  as  fiur  as 
possible  all  egg  clusters  from  the  trees  and  underbrush  in  the 
Wood,  and  no  damage  was  done  to  this  section  last  year. 
The  present  condition  of  the  adjoining  lands,  however,  is 
even  worse  than  heretofore,  and  the  di£Sculty  of  protecting 
trees  of  such  great  height  and  so  exposed  to  infestation  gives 
rise  to  considerable  anxiety.  If  private  owners  are  required 
to  clean  their  own  lands  of  this  dangerous  pest,  the  problem 
will  be  much  less  difficult  to  deal  with. 

At  Goodwill  Park  in  Falmouth  a  fire  belt  has  now  been 
cut  out  along  the  entire  boundary  line  through  the  wooded 
portions,  except  where  it  runs  through  a  swamp,  which  is  in 
itself  a  sufficient  protection.  At  the  picnic  ground  a  well 
has  been  driven  and  provided  with  a  serviceable  pump,  so 
that  good  drinking  water  can  be  had  in  abundance.  A 
simple  shelter  building  has  been  built  near  by,. which  will 
protect  picnickers  in  case  of  a  sudden  shower.  It  consists 
of  a  pitched  roof  on  cedar  posts,  covering  a  space  of  fifteen 
by  twenty-five  feet.  Arrangements  have  also  been  made 
for  improving  the  grade  of  the  entrance  road  which  is  most 
used.  Payment  for  these  improvements  has  been  provided 
for  out  of  the  annual  appropriation  made  by  the  town  of 
Falmouth. 

Rocky  Narrows  on  the  Charles  River  is  visited  mostly  by 
canoeists,  and  a  portion  of  the  reservation  is  set  aside  as  a 
camping  ground.  The  most  picturesque  feature  is  the  hem- 
lock hill,  where  the  ledges  form  the  **  Grates  of  the  Charles.'* 
The  hill  is  separated  from  the  high  wooded  bank  of  the  river 
by  a  meadow,  which  is  wet  and  impassable  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  year.  Through  the  thoughtful  generosity  of  Mr. 
Arthur  F.  Estabrook,  one  of  the  Trustees,  a  pathway  and 
bridge  have  been  constructed,  connecting  the  hemlock  hill 
with  the  wooded  bank,  which  is  very  beautiful  and  affords 
attractive  views  up  and  down  the  river.  This  improvement 
renders  all  parts  of  the  reservation  accessible. 
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Mount  Anne  Park  in  Gloucester  is  maintained  by  the 
terms  of  the  gift  as  a  <<  wild  park."  The  increasing  number 
of  visitors  will,  however,  require  the  wood  paths  to  be  some- 
what improved  and  more  clearly  marked.  Mention  was 
made  in  a  previous  report  of  some  cutting  done  at  the  sum- 
mit by  the  United  States  Coast  Survey  during  the  Spanish 
War.  Your  Committee  called  the  attention  of  that  depart- 
ment to  the  damage  done  at  that  time,  and  received  a 
courteous  reply  to  their  communication.  The  cost  of  re- 
moving the  debris  and  repairing  so  far  as  practicable  the 
damage  done  was  promptly  paid  by  the  government.  The 
need  of  an  observatory  on  the  summit  of  Mount  Anne  has 
been  frequently  referred  to  in  former  reports,  and  has  been 
considered  by  the  Committee.  They  still  hope  that  a  plan 
for  such  a  structure  may  be  agreed  upon  which  will  not 
be  inconsistent  with  the  surroundings  to  which  it  must  be 
adapted.  It  has  also  been  suggested  that,  on  the  completion 
of  a  projected  road  from  Manchester  to  Haskell's  Pond, 
a  connection  can  be  made  through  the  park  with  the  West 
Gloucester  road,  which  will  guide  the  public  more  directly 
to  the  summit  of  the  mountain. 

The  use  of  Governor  Hutchinson  Field  in  Milton  by  the 
public  tends  to  increase,  but  is  not  yet  very  great.  Indeed, 
the  essential  feature  of  the  Field  is  the  open  view  it  gives 
across  the  Neponset  meadow^s,  and  this  is  enjoyed  by  all 
who  pass  along  the  road  without  necessarily  going  upon  the 
land.  The  only  care  required  the  past  year  has  been  to  pro- 
vide proper  protection  of  the  trees  against  insect  pests. 

During  the  summer  and  fall  large  numbers  have  visited 
Monument  Mountain  Reservation,  and  have  climbed  the 
mountain  to  enjoy  the  wonderful  view  of  the  Berkshire  Hills 
which  its  rocky  peaks  afford.  The  road  has  been  kept  in 
good  condition,  and  makes  it  possible  for  those  who  desire 
to  drive  within  a  short  distance  of  the  summit.  The  year 
has  passed  without  damage  from  wood  fires,  which  is  a  dan- 
ger to  which  this  reservation  is  especially  exposed. 

The  Pine  Knoll  at  Sheffield  is  used  by  the  school  children 
of  the  town,  who  take  a  special  interest  in  it,  and  is  also 
considerably  used  in  summer  by  visitors.  The  local  cus- 
todian sees  to  it  that  the  grass  is  kept  cut,  the  grounds  cleared 
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up  and  the  fences  kept  in  repair:  There  is  a  need  for  more 
seats  in  the  grove,  that  more  may  enjoy  the  restfdlness  of 
this  charming  spot. 

The  action  of  the  Metropolitan  Ptok  Commission  in  caring 
for  Virginia  Wood  has  made  it  unnecessary  to  expend  the 
entire  income  of  the  fund  which  was  raised  by  a  general  sub- 
scription at  the  time  the  gift  was  made  to  the  Trustees.  The 
Trustees  are  hampered  for  lack  of  a  general  fund,  the  income 
of  which  is  not  restricted  to  a  particular  purpose  ;  and  a  cir- 
cular has  been  sent  to  the  subscribers  to  the  Virginia  Wood 
Fund,  requesting  permission  to  use  the  income  of  that  fund, 
so  far  as  it  is  not  needed  for  the  Wood,  for  the  general  pur- 
poses of  the  Corporation.  Answers  have  been  received  from 
a  large  proportion  of  the  subscribers,  giving  their  consent 
to  such  an  arrangement ;  and  if  the  remaining  answers  are 
favorable,  it  will  give  to  the  Trustees  an  additional  source 
of  income  which  is  much  needed. 

At  the  last  annual  meeting  the  suggestion  was  made  that 
an  effort  be  inaugurated  to  obtain  a  general  fund  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  Corporation.  A  member  of  the  Board,  in  urging 
such  action,  expressed  the  desire  that  the  fund,  if  raised, 
should  bear  the  name  of  the  late  Philip  A.  Chase,  and  stand 
as  a  memorial  of  the  enthusiasm  and  successful  efforts  of  Mr. 
Chase  in  giving  to  the  people  of  his  native  city  and  the  Met- 
ropolitan District  of  Boston  more  abundant  open  spaces  for 
exercise  and  recreation.  Your  Committee  has  been  assured 
that  many  stand  ready  to  subscribe  to  such  a  fund,  which 
will  serve  a  useful  purpose,  and  at  the  same  time  com- 
memorate the  services  of  a  former  member  of  this  organiza- 
tion, who  did  much  to  forward  the  purposes  for  which  the 
Trustees  of  Public  Reservations  was  created. 

HENRY  P.   WALCOTT,  Chairman, 
CHARLES   S.   SARGENT, 
NATHANIEL  T.   KIDDER, 
CHARLES   S.   RACKEMANN, 
EDWARD   W.   FORBES, 
GEORGE  WIGGLESWORTH,  Treasurer, 
JOHN   WOODBURY,  Secretary, 

Standing  CommiUee. 
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APPENDIX. 


The  PfiESENT  Status  of  Legislation  in  Regard  to  Offensiyb 

Advertising  in  Massachusetts. 

After  several  years  of  public  agitation  and  discassion,  the  Legis* 
lature  of  Massachusetts  in  1903  passed  a  statute  which  was  intended 
to  regulate  public  advertising  in  the  neighborhood  of  parks  and 
parkways.     The  act  reads  as  follows :  — 

An  Act  to  protect  Public  Parks  and  Parkways  from  Dis- 
figurement BT  Advertisements. 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  <m  follows : 

Section  1.  The  metropolitan  park  commission  and  the  officer  or 
officers  having  charge  of  public  parks  and  parkways  in  any  city  or  town 
may  make  such  reasonable  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  display 
of  signs,  posters  or  advertisements  in  or  near  to  and  visible  from  public 
parks  and  parkways  entrusted  to  their  care,  as  they  may  deem  necessary 
for  preserving  the  objects  for  which  such  parks  and  parkways  are 
established  and  maintained. 

Section  2.  The  commission  or  officers  aforesaid  shall  give  notice  of 
all  rules  and  regulations  made  by  them  under  authority  of  this  act  by 
posting  the  same  in  three  or  more  public  places  in  the  city  or  town  in 
which  the  public  park  or  parkway  is  situated,  and  by  publishing  the 
same  in  some  newspaper,  if  there  be  one,  published  in  such  city  or  town. 
Such  notice  shall  be  deemed  legal  notice  to  all  persons. 

Section  3.  Whoever  violates  any  rule  or  regulation  made  and 
published  as  aforesaid  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  twenty 
dollars  for  each  offence ;  and  any  sign,  poster  or  advertisement  erected 
or  maintained  in  violation  of  any  such  rule  or  regulation  shall  be  deemed 
a  public  nuisance. 

After  the  passage  of  this  act  several  boards  of  park  commissioQ- 
ers  adopted  rules  and  regulations  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of 
the  act.  The  rules  and  regulations  adopted  by  the  Metropolitan 
Park  Commission,  having  jurisdiction  in  the  Metropolitan  Parks 
District,  which  includes  Boston  and  the  adjacent  thirty-eight  towns 
and  cities,  were  prepared  under  the  direction  of  the  law  department 
of  the  State,  and  were  as  follows :  — 
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RULKS  AND  RBOULATIONS  OOYERinNO  THE  DiSPLAT  OF  SlONS. 

No  person,  without  the  writteD  permission  of  the  Metropolitan  Park 
Commission,  shall,  except  as  hereinafter  provided,  erect,  maintain  or 
display  on  the  outside  of  any  building,  or  upon  any  land,  any  commercial 
or  business  sign,  poster  or  advertisement  within  such  distance  of  any 
public  park  or  parkway  entrusted  to  the  care  of  said  Commission,  or  in 
such  place,  as  shall  render  the  words,  figures  or  devices  of  such  sign, 
poster  or  advertisement  plainly  visible  to  the  naked  eye  within  such 
park  or  parkway.  Nothing  herein  contained  shall,  however,  be  con- 
strued to  prevent  or  prohibit  an  owner  or  occupant  of  land,  building,  or 
tenement  from  displaying  and  maintaining  thereon  one  sign  or  advertise- 
ment for  business  or  commercial  purposes,  not  exceeding  in  dimensions 
fifteen  inches  by  twenty  feet,  and  relating  exclusively  to  the  property  on 
which  it  may  be  placed,  or  to  the  business  thereon  conducted,  or  to  the 
person  conducting  the  same. 

The  first  case  to  come  before  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  of 
Massachusetts  for  a  judicial  interpretation  of  the  statute  was  en- 
titled, ^'Commonwealth  v.  The  Boston  Advertising  Company,"  in 
which  was  involved  not  only  the  construction  of  the  rule  adopted 
by  the  Metropolitan  Park  Commission  but  also  the  constitutionality 
of  the  statute  itself.  The  case  was  presented  to  the  court  upon  an 
agreed  statement  of  facts^  and  both  sides  were  represented  by  able 
counsel.  The  final  decision,  which  was  by  a  majority  of  the  court, 
is  printed  below.  No  minority  opinion  appears  to  have  been  ren- 
dered. It  would  seem  from  this  decision  that  the  statute  in  ques- 
tion, which  was  intended  to  prohibit  such  advertising  on  lands  in 
the  neighborhood  of  parks  as  would  detract  from  their  usefulness 
and  attractiveness,  failed  of  its  purpose,  and  that  the  owners  of 
private  land  in  Massachusetts  have  a  legal  right  to  use  their  land 
for  advertising  purposes  in  any  manner  that  does  not  interfere  with 
public  health  or  morals,  or  endanger  the  passerby.  It  would  seem 
also  from  the  wording  of  the  opinion  that  the  statute  might  have 
been  held  effective  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  intended,  had 
it  contained  a  provision  for  the  compensation  in  damages  of  per- 
sons whose  rights  as  established  in  this  decision  might  be  interfered 
with.  It  remains  now  to  be  seen  whether  public  opinion  which  has 
been  aroused  on  the  subject  of  offensive  advertising,  especially  in 
the  neighborhood  of  public  parks  and  playgrounds,  will  secure 
legislation  which  shall  lead  to  the  acquirement  from  the  owners  of 
these  rights  in  land  which  so  closely  affect  the  value  of  public  open 
spaces.    The  opinion  of  the  court  reads  as  follows :  — 
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Commonwealth  t;.  The  Boston  Advertising  Company. 

Barker,  J.  The  complaint  upon  which  the  defendant  was  found 
guilty  was  for  a  yiolation  of  the  rules  and  regulations  made  by  the  Met- 
ropolitan Park  Commission  under  St.  1903,  c.  158.  The  act  charged  was 
maintaining  a  business  sign  on  land  near  enough  to  the  Revere  Beach 
Parkway  to  render  the  words  of  the  sign  plainly  visible  to  the  naked 
eye  of  persons  in  the  Parkway. 

It  appears  that  the  sign  was  an  advertisement  of  a  household  utensil. 
The  sign  board  was  forty  feet  in  width  and  seven  and  one-half  feet  high, 
with  black  letters  on  an  orange  ground.  The  capital  letters  were  three 
feet  three  and  one-half  inches  high  and  two  feet  ten  inches  wide.  It  is 
not  contended  that  the  sign  was  indecent  or  immoral,  or  of  a  nature  to 
frighten  man  or  beast,  or  in  any  way  to  cause  bodily  injury  by  falling 
or  being  blown  against  persons  or  vehicles  using  the  way. 

The  defendant  is  in  the  advertising  business.  It  has  purchased  from 
the  owner  of  the  land  the  right  to  maintain  the  sign  until  Oct.  1, 1905, 
and  had  been  paid  to  keep  up  the  advertisement  until  Dec.  30, 1904.  Its 
contract  with  the  owner  of  the  land  began  on  Oct.  29, 1903,  and  its  con- 
tract to  maintain  the  sign  was  made  in  September,  1903. 

The  Parkway  was  established  in  1899.  The  rule  or  regulation  charged 
to  have  been  broken  by  maintaining  the  sign  was  established  on  Aug. 
20, 1903.  The  same  sign  had  been  in  the  same  location  before  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Parkway,  and  ever  since.  The  rule  or  regulation  forbids 
the  erection,  maintaining  or  display  upon  any  land,  or  the  outside  of  anj 
building,  of  any  commercial  or  business  sign,  poster  or  advertisement 
within  such  distance  of  any  public  park  or  parkway  in  care  of  the  Com- 
mission as  shall  render  the  words,  figures  or  devices  of  the  sign,  poster 
or  advertisement  plainly  visible  to  the  naked  eye  within  the  park  or 
parkway,  without  the  written  permission  of  the  Commission ;  save  that 
the  rule  is  not  to  be  construed  to  prevent  the  owner  or  occupant  of  land, 
building  or  tenement  from  displaying  or  maintaining  thereon  one  sign 
or  advertisement  for  business  or  commercial  purposes,  in  size  not  larger 
than  fifteen  inches  by  twenty  feet,  and  relating  exclusively  to  the  prop- 
erty on  which  it  may  be  placed,  or  to  the  business  thereon  conducted,  or 
to  the  person  conducting  the  same. 

The  statute  provides  that  the  Commission  and  also  the  officers  having 
charge  of  public  parks  and  parkways  '*  may  make  such  reasonable  rules 
and  regulations  respecting  the  display  of  signs,  posters  or  advertise- 
ments in  or  near  to  and  visible  from  public  parks  and  parkways  en- 
trusted to  their  care,  as  they  may  deem  necessary  for  preserving  the 
objects  for  which  such  parks  and  parkways  are  established  and  main- 
tained. "     (St.  1903,  c.  158,  §  1.) 

The  counsel  for  the  prosecution  asserts  that  public  parks  and  park- 
ways are  created  and  maintained  to  contribute  to  the  health  and  pleasure 
of  the  community.  It  has  been  said  that  they  "  are  established  for  the 
use  and  enjoyment  of  the  people  while  seeking  pleasure  and  recreation, 
as  well  as  at  other  times.^^  No  doubt  the  principal  and  controlling  ob- 
ject for  which  public  parks  and  parkways  are  established  is  that  of 
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pleasure.  They  are  distinctively  and  chiefly  pleasure  grounds.  So  far 
as  they  incidentally  serve  to  promote  health  by  affording  the  means  of 
being  in  the  open  air  and  the  sunlight,  or  of  taking  healthful  exercise, 
the  presence  or  absence  of  signs  upon  neighboring  lands  is  immaterial. 

We  think,  therefore,  that  the  well-being  of  the  ordinary  person  who 
uses  a  public  park  or  parkway  can  never  be  so  far  afifected  by  the  visi- 
bility of  signs,  posters  or  advertisements  placed  on  other  ground  as  to 
injure  his  health.  No  doubt  their  presence  there  may  hide  from  him 
fine  views,  or  may  turn  Into  a  disagreeable  ensemble  what  otherwise 
would  be  a  pleasing  outiook,  or  the  sign  or  poster  or  advertisement  may 
be  itself  ugly,  or,  if  not  so,  may  be  displeasing  because  of  incongruity. 
At  most  the  presence  of  signs,  posters  and  advertisements  upon  lands 
or  buildings  near  a  public  park  or  parkway  is  an  offence  against  good 
taste,  and  in  that  way  alone  detracts  from  the  pleasure  only  of  the 
frequenters  of  such  places. 

We  agree  that  the  promotion  of  the  pleasure  of  the  people  is  a  public 
purpose  for  which  public  money  may  be  used  and  taxes  laid,  even  if  the 
pleasure  is  secured  merely  by  delighting  one  of  the  senses.  (Higginson 
V.  Nahant,  II  Allen,  630 ;  Hubbard  v.  Taunton,  140  Mass.  467 ;  Attorney- 
General  V,  Williams,  174  Mass.  476,  479,  480.)  The  question  here  is  not 
of  the  power  of  the  State  to  expend  money  or  to  lay  taxes  to  promote 
aesthetic  ends,  or  to  regulate  the  use  of  property  with  a  view  to  promote 
such  ends.  It  is  of  the  right  of  the  State  by  such  regulations  to  deprive 
the  owner  of  property  of  a  natural  use  of  that  property,  without  giving 
compensation  for  the  resulting  loss  to  the  owner. 

Probably  no  one  would  care  at  present  to  deny  that  without  compen- 
jMition  **  The  possession  and  enjoyment  of  all  rights  are  subject  to  such 
reasonable  conditions  as  may  be  deemed  by  the  governing  authority  of 
the  country  essential  to  the  safety,  health,  peace,  good  order  and  morals 
of  the  community.**  (Field,  J.  in  Crowley  v.  Christiansen,  137  U.  S.  86, 
89.)  Beyond  the  purposes  named  there  are  many  others  of  a  public 
nature,  the  promotion  of  which  may  involve  the  taking  or  damaging  of 
the  property  of  individuals,  and  as  to  which  there  well  may  be  differ- 
ences of  opinion  as  to  whether  the  State  must  afford  compensation  if 
such  loss  or  damage  is  inflicted. 

One  of  them  is  the  education  of  youth.  Probably  all  will  agree  that, 
judged  by  any  fair  standard,  the  promotion  of  education  stands  upon  a 
higher  plane  than  the  promotion  of  {esthetic  culture  or  enjoyment,  and 
would  the  better  justify  the  imposition  of  a  burden  without  compensa- 
tion. 

But  no  one  would  contend  that  the  State  could  authorize  the  taking 
of  land  for  a  schoolhouse  without  providing  compensation  for  the  owner. 
In  a  very  recent  case  this  court,  in  dealing  with  a  statute  requiring  street 
railway  companies  to  transport  school  children  at  reduced  rates  of  fare, 
has  held  that,  if  it  appeared  that  the  enforcement  of  the  act  would  cause 
expense  which  the  carrier  must  bear  or  put  upon  other  patrons,  we 
should  be  obliged  to  hold  that  there  was  a  taking  of  property  without 
due  process  of  law.  (Com  i;.  Interstate  Cons.  St.  Ry.  Co.,  187  Mass. 
436.)    If  the  police  power  technically  so  called  will  not  justify  a  taking 
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of  property  without  compensation  to  promote  the  education  of  joath, 
cannot  justify  such  a  taking  for  the  promotion  of  merely  aesthetic 
poses. 

Therefore,  if  the  rules  of  the  Commission  amount  to  a  taking 
property,  as  no  compensation  is  provided,  they  cannot  be  held  vali< 
The  plain  and  intended  purpose  of  the  rule  is  to  prohibit  the  use  of  h 
near  public  parks  and  parkways  for  advertising.    This  has  come  to 
an  ordinary  and  remunerative  use  of  lands  near  largely  travelled  street 
parkways,  public  parks,  railroads  and  other  places  frequented  in  ni 
bers  by  the  public.    It  is  as  natural  a  use  of  such  lands  as  is  the  use 
store  fronts  and  show  windows  for  the  display  of  goods  kept  for  sal^ 
or  for  other  modes  of  advertising.    It  resembles  the  placing  of  advi 
tising  pages  on  each  side  of  the  literary  portion  of  a  periodical,  or 
placing  in  street  cars  or  railway  stations  of  advertisements  disconni 
with  the  business  of  transportation.    All  these  at  present  are 
common  and  profitable  uses  of  property,  of  which  every  one  sees 
numerous  instances. 

In  the  opinion  of  a  majority  of  the  court,  the  fules  or  regalati< 
established  by  the  Commission  so  interfere  with  this  use  .of  property 
to  amount  to  a  taking  of  property  for  public  use ;  and,  as  no  oompei 
tion  is  provided  for,  the  rules  are  void,  because  obnoxious  to  the  pi 
sions  of  our  Constitution.    (Declaration  of  Rights,  Art.  10.)    They 
not  reasonable  within  the  meaning  of  St.  1903,  c.  168,  §  1. 

We  do  not  hold  that  no  valid  rules  as  to  signs,  posters  or  advei 
ments  on  land  near  to  public  parks  or  parkways  can  be  made  under 
1908,  c.  158. 

Rules  intended  to  prohibit  advertisements  of  indecent  or  immi 
tendencies,  or  signs  dangerous  to  the  physical  safety  of  the  public, 
doubt  would  be  reasonable  within  the  meaning  of  the  statute  and  valij 

We  think  the  case  of  City  of  Rochester  v.  West,  164  N.  Y.  610, 
decided  and  can  rest  only  on  this  ground.    (See  Gunning  System 
Buflfalo,  76  App.  Div.  81 ;  People  v.  Green,  85  App.  Div.  400.) 

Verdict  set  aside. 

Judgment  to  be  entered  for  the  defendant. 
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,Mrs.  Mary  L.  Jones,  New  Bedford. 
Nathaniel  T.  Kidder,  MUton. 


*  Deceased. 
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William  C.  Lorino,  Boston. 
William  J.  Ladd,  Boston. 
Mrs.  Henby  Lee,  Broolcllne. 
H.  A.  Lamb,  Milton. 
Fbakcis  T.  Owen,  Great  Barriogton. 
Mrs.  John  C.  Phillips,  Boston. 
Mrs.  Oliver  W.  Peabody,  Milton. 
Wallace  L.  Pierce,  MUton. 


James  Savage  Russell,  Milton. 
Miss  Laura  D.  Russell,  Plymouth. 
Miss  Marion  Russell,  Boston. 
Mrs.  Henry  S.  Russell,  Milton. 
Charles  S.  Sargent,  Brookllne. 
John  £.  Thayer,  South  Lancaster. 
William  Whiting,  Holyoke. 
Ellerton  p.  Whitney,  Milton. 


OFnCERSr  J89J-J905. 


President 
George  F.  Hoar, 1891-1904. 

Charles  W.  Eliot, 1905. 

Vice-Preddent. 
William  8.  Shurtlrff, 1891-1885. 

George  Sheldon, 1896-1905. 

GhAirman  of  the  Standbg  Committee* 
Philip  a.  Chase, 1891-1898. 

Charles  Eliot, 1894-1897. 

Philip  A.  Chase, 1897-1906. 

Henry  P.  Walcott, 1908-1906. 

Trejuurer. 
George  Wigglesworth, 1891-1905. 

Secfetsify* 

Charles  Eliot 1891-1898. 

Henry  R.  Shaw 1894. 

John  Woodbury, 1894-1905. 

LANDS  HELD  BY  THE  TRUSTEES,  DEC.  3J,  J905. 

i  Acres. 

Virginia  Wood, 20 

Goodwill  Park, 70 

Rocky  Narrows, 21 

Mount  Anne  Park, 50 

Governor  Hutchinson's  Field, 10 

Monument  Monntaln  Reservation 260 

The  Pine  Knoll, 6 

Petticoat  HUl, 60 
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ACT  OF  INCX)RP0RAT10N. 


[Chaptbb  362,  Acts  of  1891.] 

An  Act  to  establish  the  Teustees  of  Public  Resebvatioxs. 

Section  1.  Frederick  L.  Ames,  Philip  A.  Chase,  Christopher 
Clark,  Charles  R.  Codman,  Elisha  S.  Converse,  George  F.  Hoar, 
John  J.  Russell,  Leverett  Saltonstall,  Charles  S.  Sargent,  Na- 
thaniel S.  Shaler,  George  Sheldon,  William  S.  Shnrtleff,  (Jeorge 
H.  Tucker,  Francis  A.  Walker,  George  Wigglesworth,  their  asso- 
ciates and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the  name 
of  The  Trustees  of  Public  Reservations,  for  the  purpose  of  acquir- 
ing, holding,  arranging,  maintaining,  and  opening  to  the  public, 
under  suitable  regulations,  beautiful  and  historical  places  and 
tracts  of  land  within  this  Commonwealth,  with  the  powers  and 
privileges  and  subject  to  the  duties  set  forth  in  chapter  one  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  of  the  Public  Statutes  and  in  such  other  general 
laws  as  now  are  or  hereafter  may  be  in  force  relating  to  such 
corporations;  but  said  corporation  shall  have  no  capital  stock- 

Section  2.  Said  corporation  may  acquire  and  hold  by  grant, 
gift,  devise,  purchase,  or  otherwise,  real  estate,  such  as  it  may 
deem  worthy  of  preservation  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  public,  but 
not  exceeding  one  million  dollars  in  value,  and  such  other  prop- 
erty, both  real  and  personal,  as  may  be  necessary  or  proper  to 
support  or  promote  the  objects  of  the  corporation,  but  not  ex- 
ceeding in  the  aggregate  the  further  sum  of  one  million  dollars. 

Section  3.  All  personal  property  held  by  said  corporation, 
and  all  lands  which  it  may  cause  to  be  opened  and  kept  open  to 
the  public,  and  all  lands  which  it  may  acquire  and  hold  with  tliis 
object  in  view,  shall  be  exempt  from  taxation  in  the  same  manner 
and  to  the  same  extent  as  the  property  of  literary,  benevolent, 
charitable,  and  scientific  institutions  incorporated  within  this 
Commonwealth  is  now  exempt  by  law ;  but  no  lands  so  acquired 
and  held  and  not  open  to  the  public  shall  be  so  exempt  from 
taxation  for  a  longer  period  than  two  years.  Said  corporation 
sliall  never  make  any  division  or  dividend  of  or  from  its  property 
or  income  among  its  members. 

Section  4.    This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 
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BY-LAWS  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  PUBLIC 

RESERVATIONS* 


ARTICLE   L 

Of  Members. 

The  members  of  the  corporation  shall  be  residents  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  their  number  shall  not  exceed  fifty. 

The  Standing  Committee  may,  if  it  sees  fit,  nominate  persons 
to  membership  by  inserting  the  names  of  candidates  upon  the 
notice  of  warning  of  any  meeting.  The  election  shall  take  place 
at  any  meeting  subsequent  to  such  notice,  and  shall  be  by  ballot 
upon  the  names  proposed  by  the  Standing  Committee;  and  any 
person  who  receives  the  votes  of  two-thirds  of  the  members 
present  and  voting  shall,  on  his  acceptance  in  writing  of  his 
election,  be  declared  and  enrolled  a  member  of  the  corporation. 
Membership  may  be  terminated  by  resignation,  and  shall  be 
terminated  by  failure  for  three  successive  years  to  attend  the 
annual  meeting;  but  in  the  latter  case  the  Standing  Committee 
may  by  vote  suspend  the  operation  of  this  rule  when  it  sees  best. 

ARTICLE   IL 

Of  Founders,  Life  Associates  and  Contributors. 

All  persons  from  whom  the  corporation  shall  receive  real  or 
personal  property  to  the  value  of  one  thousand  dollars  or  more 
shall  be  permanently  enrolled  as  Founders. 

All  persons  not  entitled  to  be  enrolled  as  Founders,  from 
whom  the  corporation  shall  receive  real  or  personal  property  to 
the  value  of  one  hundred  dollars  or  more,  shall  be  enrolled 
during  life  as  Life  Associates. 

All  persons,  societies  or  corporations  not  entitled  to  be  enrolled 
as  Founders  or  Life  Associates,  from  whom  the  corporation  shall 
receive  one  or  more  dollars,  shall  be  enrolled  as  contributors  for 
the  year  in  which  payment  of  such  sum  is  made. 
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ARTICLE    IIL 

Of  Meetings. 

1.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation  shall  be  held  on  the 
last  Wednesday  in  January,  in  Boston  or  at  such  other  city  or 
town  in  the  Commonwealth,  and  at  such  time  and  place,  as  the 
Standing  Committee  may  determine.  A  quorum  for  the  transac- 
tion of  business  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  seven  members,  but 
a  majority  of  the  members  present  and  voting  may  adjourn  any 
meeting  from  time  to  time  until  the  business  shall  have  been 
finished. 

In  the  event  of  the  annual  meeting,  by  mistake  or  otherwise, 
not  being  called  and  held  as  herein  prescribed,  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee shall  order  a  special  meeting  to  be  called  and  held  in  lieu 
of  and  for  the  purposes  of  the  annual  meeting. 

Special  meetings  of  the  corporation  may  be  called  by  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  to  meet  at  any  time  and  place.  A  quorum  at  a 
special  meeting  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  seven  members. 

2.  At  all  meetings  the  President  shall  take  the  chair  as  soon 
as  a  quorum  is  present;  and  the  record  of  the  preceding  meeting 
shall  then  be  read,  unless  such  reading  is  dispensed  with  by  the 
unanimous  consent  of  those  present.  After  which  at  all  special 
meetings  the  business  for  which  the  meeting  was  called  shall  be 
transacted,  and  at  the  annual  meeting  the  order  of  business  shall 
be  as  follows :  — 

First.  —  The  unfinished  business  and  the  assignments  of  the 
last  meeting  shall  be  announced  by  the  Secretary  to  the  President, 
and  taken  up  in  order. 

Second.  —  The  Secretary  shall  be  called  on  to  submit  a  written 
report  of  the  doings  of  the  Standing  Committee  for  the  year 
ending  with  the  previous  31st  of  December. 

Third.  —  The  Treasurer  shall  be  called  upon  to  submit  a 
written  report  of  his  doings  for  the  year  ending  with  the  previous 
31st  of  December,  and  the  financial  condition  of  the  corporation 
at  that  date. 

Fourth.  —  The  Committee  to  audit  the  Treasurer's  accounts 
shall  be  called  on  for  a  report. 

Fifth.  —  Any  special  committee  which  may  have  been  ap- 
pointed during  the  year  shall  be  called  on  to  report. 

Sixth.  —  If  the  Standing  Committee  shall  have  proposed 
changes  in  the  By-laws,  the  same  shall  be  voted  upon,  as  provided 
in  Article  VII. 
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Seventh.  —  If  the  Standing  Committee  shall  have  made  any 
nominations  to  membership  in  the  corporation,  an  election  shall 
be  held,  as  provided  in  Article  I. 

Eighth.  —  An  election  of  oflBcers  for  the  ensuing  year  shall  be 
held,  as  provided  in  Article  IV.,  Section  1. 

Ninth.  —  On  the  announcement  of  the  vote  the  newly  elected 
President  shall  take  the  chair,  and  shall  give  the  members  present 
an  opportunity  to  present  new  business. 

Tenth.  —  The  newly  elected  President  shall  appoint  a  com- 
mittee to  audit  the  Treasurer's  accounts. 

ARTICLE   IV. 

Of  Officers. 

1.  The  oflScers  of  the  corporation  shall  be  a  President,  a  Vice- 
President,  a  Secretary  and  a  Treasurer.  The  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  shall  be  ex-officiis  members  of  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee, which  shall  consist  of  seven  persons  in  all.  The  oflBcers 
and  the  Standing  Committee  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  corporation,  an  adjournment  thereof,  or 
at  a  meeting  in  lieu  of  such  annual  meeting,  as  above  provided ; 
and  they  shall  hold  their  oflBces  for  one  year,  or  until  others  are 
duly  chosen  and  qualified  in  their  stead.  Any  vacancy  occurring 
in  any  of  the  above  oflBces  from  death,  resignation  or  inability, 
shall  be  filled  by  the  Standing  Committee  at  their  next  regular 
meeting  or  at  a  special  meeting  to  be  called  for  the  purpose 
before  such  regular  meeting. 

2.  The  President  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  corpora- 
tion. If  he  is  absent,  the  Vice-President,  and,  if  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent is  also  absent,  a  President  pro  tempore,  chosen  by  hand  vote 
of  the  members  of  the  corporation  present,  shall  preside,  and 
shall  have  all  the  powers  and  perform  all  the  duties  of  the 
President. 

3.  The  Secretary  shall  warn  the  members  of  all  meetings  of 
the  corporation,  according  as  he  may  be  directed  by  votes  of  the 
Standing  Committee.  He  shall  call  the  meetings  of  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  as  he  may  be  directed  by  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  or  on  the  request  in  writing  of  any  two  members 
thereof.  He  shall  carry  on  all  the  correspondence  of  the  corpo- 
ration not  otherwise  provided  for,  and  shall,  when  the  corre- 
spondence is  of  importance,  preserve  copies  of  the  letters  sent 
and  the  original  letters  received,  for  transmission  with  his  rec- 
ords to  his  successor  in  oflBce.    He  shall  keep  an  exact  record  of 
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all  meetings  of  the  corporation  and  of  the  Standing  Committee, 
with  the  names  of  the  members  present,  entering  in  full  all 
reports  of  committees,  which  may  be  accepted,  by  either  body, 
unless  otherwise  directed. 

At  the  January  meeting  of  the  Standing  Committee  he  shall 
make  a  written  report  of  the  doings  of  that  body  for  the  year 
ending  on  the  previous  31st  of  December;  and,  if  the  report  is 
approved,  he  shall  present  it  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  cor- 
poration. 

4.  The  Treasurer  shall,  when  directed,  as  provided  in  the  next 
paragraph,  make  disbursements;  and  he  shall  also  collect  all 
moneys  due  to  the  corporation,  and  shall  keep  regular  and  faith- 
ful account  of  all  the  moneys  and  funds  of  the  corporation  which 
shall  come  into  his  hands  and  of  all  receipts  and  expenditures 
connected  with  the  same,  which  accounts  shall  always  be  open 
to  the  inspection  of  members  of  the  corporation.  He  shall  make 
no  investments  and  pay  no  moneys  without  either  the  approval 
of  a  majority  of  the  Standing  Committee  or  else  of  such  officer 
or  committee  as  said  Standing  Committee  shall  appoint  to  act 
for  it  in  these  matters. 

At  the  January  meeting  of  the  Standing  Committee  he  shall 
make  a  written  report  of  his  doings  for  the  year  ending  on  the 
previous  31st  of  December;  and,  if  his  report  is  approved,  he 
shall  present  it  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation. 

ARTICLE   V. 

Of  the  Standing  Committee. 

The  Standing  Committee  shall,  at  its  first  meeting  after  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  corporation  in  each  year,  elect  a  chairman, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  committee. 
In  his  absence  a  chairman  pro  tempore  may  be  chosen  by  hand 
vote. 

The  Standing  Committee  shall  meet  at  least  once  in  every 
month,  and  a  quorum  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  three  mem- 
bers. 

The  Standing  Committee  may  nominate  or  refuse  to  nominate 
new  members  of  the  corporation,  may  accept  or  decline  gifts 
oflEered  to  the  corporation,  may  approve  or  disapprove  invest- 
ments or  expenditures  proposed  by  the  Treasurer,  may  approve 
or  disapprove  all  bills  against  the  corporation,  may  appoint  sub- 
committees of  their  number,  may  appoint  and  remove  agents, 
may  engage  whatever  assistance  is  needed  to  administer  the 
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affairs  of  the  corporation,  may  designate  such  agents  and  em- 
ployees by  such  titles  as  they  may  deem  proper,  and,  in  general, 
may  exercise  all  the  executive  powers  of  the  corporation. 

0 

ARTICLE   VL 

Of  the  Seal. 

The  corporate  seal  shall  be  a  circular,  flat-faced  die  of  about 
an  inch  and  a  half  in  diameter,  with  the  name  of  the  corporation, 
the  year  of  its  organization,  the  word  "  Massachusetts  ^'  and  the 
figure  of  a  pine  tree  so  engraved  on  its  face  that  it  can  be  em- 
bossed on  paper  by  pressure. 

ARTICLE   VIL 

Op  Amendments. 

At  any  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation,  or  at  a  special 
meeting  called  for  the  purpose,  these  By-laws  may  be  amended, 
altered  or  repealed  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  present 
and  voting,  provided  that  notice  of  such  proposed  change  shall 
have  been  given  in  the  call  of  the  meeting. 
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FIFTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THB 


Trustees  of  Public  Reservations. 


The  Standing  Conimittee  of  the  Trustees  of  Public  Reser- 
vations submits  herewith  its  fifteenth  annual  report 

The  holdings  of  the  Trustees  have  been  cared  for  in  the 
usual  manner,  and  are  all  in  good  condition.  The  thanks  of 
the  Trustees  are  due  to  the  local  committees,  who  have  given 
careful  attention  to  the  lands  which  have  been  placed  in 
their  charge.  In  some  cases  the  committees  themselves  have 
given  personal  supervision  to  the  reservations  in  their  care; 
in  other  cases  it  has  been  necessary  to  employ  a  custodian, 
who  receives  his  directions  from  the  local  committee.  The 
latter  method  is  obviously  necessary  in  the  care  of  holdings 
either  somewhat  removed  from  centres  of  population  or  of 
such  character  as  to  be  considerably  used  by  the  public  The 
necessary  expenses  of  care,  therefore,  have  to  be  carefully 
considered  whenever  a  proposed  gift  comes  before  your  com- 
mittee for  consideration;  and,  in  the  absence  of  a  general 
fund  the  income  of  which  can  be  used  for  such  purpose,  gifts 
must  necessarily  be  declined  unless  accompanied  by  special 
funds  producing  sufficient  income  to  ensure  their  perpetual 
maintenance.  This  is  essential  in  the  case  of  a  piece  of  wild 
woodland,  as  well  as  of  a  more  improved  park.  Regular  and 
therefore  remunerated  service  is  required  to  prevent  damage 
by  wood  fires,  to  keep  at  least  a  few  paths  cleared,  to  remove 
papers  and  rubbish  left  by  picnickers,  and  to  some  extent  to 
improve  the  tree  growth  by  removing  dead  or  worthless  trees. 
At  the  present  time  in  this  State  there  is  also  the  danger  from 
gypsy  and  brown-tail  moths  and  other  insect  pests.  Experi- 
ence has  shown  to  your  committee  that  the  expense  of  properly 
caring  for  lands  given  into  the  charge  of  the  Trustees  even 
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• 

in  the  simplest  way  has  on  the  whole  been  underestimated. 
Indeed,  in  one  instance  it  has  been  found  imperative  to 
obtain  an  increase  in  the  fund  devoted  to  a  particular  gift, 
and  the  Trustees  have  been  relieved  of  some  embarrassment 
by  the  generous  promise  of  the  original  giver  that  whatever 
is  reasonably  required  will  be  provided.  These  considera- 
tions further  emphasize  the  need  of  a  larger  unrestricted  fund, 
of  which  mention  has  been  made  in  previous  reports.  A  gift 
for  this  purpose  can  be  made  memorial  in  its  character,  if 
desired.  The  Trustees  already  hold  the  "  Glover  Fund  for 
General  Purposes,"  which  has  been  given  this  name  by  the 
Trustees  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  generous  citizen 
under  whose  will  the  gift  was  made. 

A  few  matters  of  detail  in  relation  to  the  holdings  of  the 
Trustees  may  be  of  interest.  Virginia  Wood  in  Stoneham, 
now  a  part  of  the  Middlesex  Fells,  is  in  the  section  of  the 
State  worst  infested  with  the  gypsy  and  brown-tail  moths. 
It  would  be  a  great  misfortune  if  the  magnificent  pines  of 
Virginia  Wood  should  be  destroyed.  The  damage  to  the 
pines  is  from  the  gypsy  moth,  as  the  brown-tail  caterpillar 
does  not  appear  to  feed  on  the  coniferous  trees.  Although  a 
considerable  number  of  the  deciduous  trees  were  defoliated 
by  the  brown-tail  early  in  the  season,  they  recovered  their 
foliage  again,  and  are  apparently  uninjured.  The  main  work 
of  the  Metropolitan  Park  Commission  which  now  has  charge 
of  Virginia  Wood  was  devoted  to  the  repression  of  the  gypsy 
moth.  Early  in  the  spring  the  egg  clusters  in  the  trees  and 
on  the  ground  were  destroyed  as  far  as  possible,  and  later 
the  trees  were  banded  with  a  sticky  substance  (Tanglefoot) 
to  keep  the  caterpillars  from  climbing  the  trunks.  A  certain 
amount  of  arsenical  spraying  was  also  done  soon  after  the 
caterpillars  were  hatched,  in  order  to  preserve  the  small  and 
seedling  pines  and  hemlocks.  The  infestation  of  the  region 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Virginia  Wood  is  so  bad  that  it  is 
difficult  to  describe.  A  considerable  portion  of  the  woodland 
belonging  to  private  owners  in  the  vicinity  was  completely 
defoliated  last  summer,  and  a  large  number  of  the  trees  were 
killed.  Much  of  the  region  looked  as  if  it  had  been  burned 
over  in  a  forest  fire.    Under  these  conditions  it  is  very  satis- 
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factory  to  record  that  the  work  of  the  Park  Commission 
resulted  in  preserving  Virginia  Wood  from  any  permanent 
damage. 

Goodwill  Park  has  been  largely  used  by  the  people  of 
Falmouth  and  neighboring  towns  this  summer.  A  landing 
twenty  feet  long  has  been  built  at  the  edge  of  Long  Pond,  a 
table  and  benches  have  been  placed  in  the  shelter  built  last 
year,  additional  railings  have  been  put  up  at  dangerous 
places  on  the  road,  fallen  trees  cleared  away  and  the  drives 
somewhat  improved.  The  fire  belts  on  three  sides  of  the  park 
have  been  reploughed  this  autumn,  and  a  small  piece  of  fence 
built.  Signs  have  also  been  put  up,  excluding  automobiles^ 
for  which  the  narrow  wooded  roads  are  not  adapted. 

Rocky  Narrows  at  Sherbom  on  the  Charles  River  is  still 
a  favorite  spot  for  canoeists.  The  rules,  which  are  posted 
in  the  form  of  requests,  are  well  observed,  and  no  damage 
has  been  done  this  season.  A  foot  path  has  been  trimmed 
out  from  the  bridge  which  was  built  last  year  up  the  hemlock 
bank  and  along  the  top  of  the  bank  in  both  directions.  The 
local  committee  reconunends  the  cutting  out,  under  proper 
expert  advice,  of  a  few  of  the  trees,  in  order  to  open  views 
up  and  down  the  river. 

Mount  Anne  Park  in  Gloucester  is  by  the  terms  of  the  gift 
maintained  as  a  wild  park.  There  appears,  however,  to  be 
need  of  some  improvement  and  clearer  marking  of  the  paths, 
especially  the  one  leading  to  the  summit  of  the  moimtain. 
There  also  continues  to  be  a  call  for  some  sort  of  an  observa- 
tory at  the  top  of  the  mountain,  to  enable  one  to  see  over  the 
tops  of  the  trees  and  obtain  the  wide  prospect  which  this 
elevation  affords.  The  local  committee  reports  that,  although 
hundreds  of  acres  of  woodland  were  burned  over  last  year 
in  this  vicinity,  your  holdings  escaped  without  damage. 

Governor  Hutchinson  Field  received  such  attention  as  was 
necessary.  The  open  ground  was  burned  over  in  the  spring. 
The  grass  was  sold  at  auction  for  what  it  would  bring,  —  a 
very  small  price.  The  elms  along  the  street  were  carefully 
trimmed,  and  a  good  deal  of  dead  wood  removed.  One  of 
these  trees  bears  the  mark  of  the  State  inspector,  showing 
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the  presence  of  gypsy  moth  nests;  these  have  been  treated 
with  creosote,  as  have  the  nests  found  on  others  of  this  row 
of  trees.  The  creosoting  was  done  by  the  town  of  Milton; 
but  in  case  the  pest  increases,  it  will  be  necessary  for  the 
Trustees  to  undertake  this  work. 

Monument  Mountain  in  Great  Barrington  is  one  of  the 
notable  acquisitions  of  the  Trustees.  Since  it  has  become 
a  public  reservation,  and  the  road  made  practicable  nearly 
to  the  summit,  it  has  been  largely  visited.  During  the  year 
the  custodian  has  repaired  the  road,  and  a  small  amount  of 
forestry  work  has  been  done.  No  damage  has  occurred 
through  fires,  although  there  have  been  wood  fires  near  its 
borders.  The  custodian  is  Mr.  William  M.  Healey  of  Stock- 
bridge. 

The  Pine  Knoll  in  SheflGleld  has  not  required  special  at- 
tention during  the  year.  In  the  spring  when  the  grounds 
are  cleared  up  some  repairs  will  be  needed  to  the  fences,  and 
more  seats  should  be  provided.  The  custodian  is  Mr.  W.  D. 
French  of  Sheffield. 

The  Trustees  have  recently  accepted  from  Mrs.  Martha  W. 
Nash  the  gift  of  Petticoat  Hill  in  Williamsburg.  The  village 
of  Williamsburg  is  in  Hampshire  County,  about  seven  miles 
northwest  from  Northampton,  and  is  reached  most  conven- 
iently from  that  city  by  a  pleasant  ride  of  about  an  hour  on 
an  electric  railway.  Petticoat  Hill  lies  a  few  rods  west  of 
the  centre  of  the  village,  and  its  wooded  slopes  reach  down 
to  within  a  short  walk  of  the  centre  of  the  town  and  the 
terminus  of  the  electric  car  line.  The  tract  of  land  described 
in  the  deed  of  gift  contains  about  fifty  acres,  and  includes 
the  essential  features  of  the  hiU  for  park  purposes.  The 
steep  western  slope  is  covered  with  a  sturdy  growth  of  hem- 
lock, chestnut  and  some  oaks.  A  judicious  plan  for  thinning 
out  and  removal  of  worthless  and  dead  trees  and  underbrush, 
prepared  by  the  State  Forester,  is  being  carried  out  by  Mrs. 
Nash  at  her  own  expense,  the  result  of  which  will  be  to 
encourage  a  better  growth,  and  adapt  the  land  for  the  pur- 
poses of  a  public  wooded  reservation.  The  views  from  the 
upper  slopes  and  summit  of  the  hill  are  very  beautiful.     To 
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the  south,  beyond  the  city  of  Northampton,  rise  the  rugged 
side  of  Mount  Tom  and  the  Holyoke  range;  and  to  the  east 
one  looks  across  the  beautiful  valley  of  the  Connecticut  to 
the  hills  beyond.  This  new  acquisition  will  not  only  insure 
to  the  people  of  Williamsburg  the  preservation  of  an  attrac- 
tive  bit  of  scenery,  but  will  undoubtedly  be  much  visited  by 
people  from  Northampton  and  other  places  in  this  neigh- 
borhood. Mrs.  Nash's  gift  has  been  secured  by  her  as  a 
memorial  of  her  husband,  the  late  Edward  W.  Nash  of 
Boston,  whose  childhood  days  were  passed  within  sight  of  this 
attractive  spot ;  and  a  suitable  tablet,  stating  the  facts  of  the 
gift,  is  to  be  placed  later  in  an  appropriate  location  on  the 
premises. 

In  speaking  of  Virginia  Wood,  mention  was  made  of  the 
ravages  of  the  gypsy  moth  in  that  vicinity.  The  seriousness 
of  the  infestation  by  this  insect  pest  is  not  fully  realized 
outside  of  the  immediate  region  infected.  The  moth  was 
imported  into  this  country  from  Europe  in  1868  for  experi- 
mental purposes,  and  through  accident  was  allowed  to  escape. 
Its  gradual  increase  was  not  taken  notice  of  until  1890, 
when  it  had  so  increased  in  Medford  and  other  towns  in  that 
neighborhood  that  an  effort  was  made  by  the  State  Board 
of  Agriculture,  aided  by  State  appropriations,  to  wipe  out 
the  pest.  After  ten  years'  work,  much  of  which  was  neces- 
sarily experimental,  the  work  was  stopped  for  lack  of  appro- 
l^riations.  At  that  time  the  moth  was  to  be  found  in  a 
comparatively  small  area.  After  the  work  stopped  in  1900 
the  moth  began  to  increase  again,  until  now  it  is  reported 
to  be  found  in  one  hundred  and  fourteen  towns  and  cities. 
The  Legislature  of  last  year  again  took  up  the  problem,  and 
the  work  of  fighting  the  pest  has  been  placed  in  the  hands 
ojp  an  officer  known  as  the  Superintendent  for  Suppressing 
the  Gypsy  and  Brown-tail  Moths.  The  act  creating  this 
office,  in  addition  to  providing  an  appropriation  for  active 
work,  prescribed  certain  work  to  be  done  by  the  towns  and 
cities  and  private  owners.  Under  the  direction  of  Dr.  A.  H. 
Kirkland,  the  State  Superintendent,  active  work  has  been 
going  on  this  year  in  the  infested  region,  which,  if  continued, 


I 


■T^ih^  NLW  YO.SK 


n 


PUBLIC  RESERVATIONS.  19 

promises  to  bring  about  an  improved  condition.  Investiga- 
tion has  shown  that  in  Europe  the  gypsy  and  brown-tail 
moths  are  kept  down  to  numbers  that  are  practically  harmless 
by  the  existence  and  multiplication  of  insect  parasites,  which 
unfortunately  were  not  introduced  into  this  country  with  the 
moths  themselves.  The  State  Superintendent,  in  co-operation 
with  the  Entomological  Division  of  the  United  States  De- 
partment of  Agriculture,  is  also  engaged  in  the  attempt  to 
import  and  breed  the  natural  parasites  of  these  two  harmful 
moths ;  but  it  will  probably  require  several  years  to  determine 
whether  or  not  their  experiments  are  to  be  successful,  and 
even  a  longer  time  to  establish  that  balance  between  these 
pests  and  their  parasites  which  nature  has  established  in 
other  countries.  In  the  meanwhile,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
every  one  interested  in  the  preservation  of  the  trees  of  New 
England  will  use  his  efforts  to  at  least  reduce  the  danger 
to  which  our  forests  are  exposed.  The  State  Superintendent 
has  prepared  printed  information,  from  which  the  moths  may 
be  immediately  recognized,  and  giving  directions  as  to  the 
course  to*  be  followed  in  case  they  are  found.  This  pamphlet 
can  be  had  upon  application  at  his  office.  No.  6  Beacon  Street, 
Boston.  So  far  as  reported,  the  gypsy  moth  has  not  been 
found  in  any  of  the  holdings  of  this  Board  except  Virginia 
Wood  and  Governor  Hutchinson  Field,  in  neither  of  which 
has  any  permanent  injury  so  far  been  suffered.  It  is  sin- 
cerely to  be  hoped  that  the  ravages  of  the  pest  may  not  reach 
the  larger  tracts  of  woodland  in  your  care,  to  protect  which, 
if  indeed  it  could  be  done  at  all,  would  require  an  expenditure 
far  beyond  the  means  at  your  disposal. 

This  Board  has  always  taken  an  interest  in  the  work  of 
other  similar  organizations,  and  has  occasionally  by  vote  of 
its  members  exerted  its  influence  in  favor  of  movements  for 
the  preservation  of  special  features  of  scenery.  The  danger 
menacing  the  best-known  and  one  of  the  grandest  objects  of 
nature  has  recently  been  brought  before  the  American  people 
by  the  president  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  State  Reserva- 
tions of  Niagara,  Mr.  Charles  M.  Dow,  who  has  also  clearly 
stated  the  steps  which  must  be  taken  if  Niagara  Falls  are  to 
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be  preserved  from  destruction  through  a  mistaken  notion  of 
commercial  benefit.  Tour  committee  will  bring  before  you 
at  your  annual  meeting  the  question  of  how  this  association 
can  best  exert  its  influence  to  aid  in  the  movement  for  the 
preservation  and  permanent  safeguarding  of  Niagara  Falls. 

HENRY  P.  WALCOTT,  Chairman, 
CHARLES  S.  SARGENT, 
NATHANIEL  T.  KIDDER, 
CHARLES  S.  RACKEMANN, 
EDWARD  W.  FORBES, 
GEORGE  WIGGLESWORTH,  Treasurer, 
JOHN  WOODBURY,  Secretary, 

Standing  CommUiee, 
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Mrs.  Hbnbt  Lee,  Brookline. 
H.  A.  Lamb,  Milton. 
PSANCI8  T.  Owen,  Great  Barrlngton. 
Mrs.  John  C  Phillips,  Boston. 
Mrs.  Oliybb  W.  Pbabodt,  Milton. 
Wallace  L.  Pierce,  Milton. 
Charles  S.  Rackemann,  Milton. 
James  Say  age  Russell,  Milton. 


Mlsa  Laura  D.  Russell,  Plymonth. 
MlBB  Marion  Russell,  Boston. 
Mrs.  Hbnrt  8.  Russell,  Milton. 
Charles  8.  Sargent,  Brookline. 
John  E.  Thatbb,  8oath  Lancaster. 
William  Whttinq,  Holyoke. 
Ellerton  p.  Whttnet,  Milton. 


OFFICERS^  t99l-tS06. 


Pfcddsnt 
George  F.  Hoar, 1891-1904. 

Charles  W.  Eliot,  1906-1906. 

Vic»>Pfeiident. 

William  8.  Shurtleff, 1891-1805. 

George  Sheldon, 1896-1906. 

Chairman  of  fhe  Standiosf  Committee* 
Philip  a.  Chase 1891-1898. 

CHARLES  Eliot 189A-1897. 

Philip  a.  Chase, 1897-1906. 

Henrt  p.  Walcott, 1906-1906. 

^fcasurcr* 
George  Wigglesworth, 1891-1906. 

Secretary* 
Charles  Eliot, 1891-1898. 

Henrt  R.  Shaw, 1894. 

John  Woodbury, 1894-1906. 

LANDS  HELD  BY  THE  TRUSTEE^  DEC  3J,  J906. 

ACBBS. 

Virginia  Wood, 20 

Goodwill  Park 70 

Rocky  Narrows,        ....              81 

Monnt  Anne  Park, 60 

Governor  Hutchinson's  Field 10 

Monument  Monntain  Reservation, 260 

Tlie  Pine  Knoll, 6 

Petticoat  Hill 60 
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ACT  OF  INCX>RPORATION. 


[Chapter  862,  Agtb  of  1891.] 

An  Act  to  establish  the  Trustees  op  Public  Eeseevations. 

Section  1.  Frederick  L.  Ames,  Philip  A.  Chase,  Christopher 
Clark,  Charles  E.  Codman,  Elisha  S.  Converse,  George  F.  Hoar, 
John  J.  Eussell,  Leverett  Saltonstall,  Charles  S.  Sargent,  Na- 
thaniel S.  Shaler,  George  Sheldon,  William  S.  Shurtleff,  George 
H.  Tucker,  Francis  A.  Walker,  George  Wigglesworth,  their  asso- 
ciates afid  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the  name 
of  The  Trustees  of  Public  Eeservations,  for  the  purpose  of  acquir- 
ing, holding,  arranging,  maintaining,  and  opening  to  the  public, 
under  suitable  regulations,  beautiful  and  historical  places  and 
tracts  of  land  within  this  Commonwealth,  with  the  powers  and 
privileges  and  subject  to  the  duties  set  iorth  in  chapter  one  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  of  the  Public  Statutes  and  in  such  other  general 
laws  as  now  are  or  hereafter  may  be  in  force  relating  to  such 
corporations ;  but  said  corporation  shall  have  no  capital  stock. 

Section  2.  Said  corporation  may  acquire  and  hold  by  grant, 
gift,  devise,  purchase,  or  otherwise,  real  estate,  such  as  it  may 
deem  worthy  of  preservation  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  public,  but 
not  exceeding  one  million  dollars  in  value,  and  such  other  prop- 
erty, both  real  and  personal,  as  may  be  necessary  or  proper  to 
support  or  promote  the  objects  of  the  corporation,  but  not  ex- 
ceeding  in  the  aggregate  the  further  sum  of  one  million  dollars. 

Section  3.  All  personal  property  held  by  said  corporation, 
and  all  lands  which  it  may  cause  to  be  opened  and  kept  open  to 
the  public,  and  all  lands  which  it  may  acquire  and  hold  with  tiiis 
object  in  view,  shall  be  exempt  from  taxation  in  the  same  manner 
and  to  the  same  extent  as  the  property  of  literary,  benevolent, 
charitable,  and  scientific  institutions  incorporated  within  this 
Commonwealth  is  now  exempt  by  law ;  but  no  lands  so  acquired 
and  held  and  not  open  to  the  public  shall  be  so  exempt  from 
taxation  for  a  longer  period  than  two  years.  Said  corporation 
shall  never  make  any  division  or  dividend  of  or  from  its  property 
or  income  among  its  members. 

Section  4.    This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 
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BY-LAWS  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  PUBUC 

RESERVATIONS. 


ARTICLE   I. 

Of  Membebs. 

The  members  of  the  corporation  shall  be  residents  of  Massa- 
chusetts^  and  their  nximber  shall  not  exceed  fifty. 

The  Standing  Committee  may,  if  it  sees  fit,  nominate  persons 
to  membership  by  inserting  the  names  of  candidates  upon  the 
notice  of  warning  of  any  meeting.  The  election  shall  take  place 
at  any  meeting  subsequent  to  such  notice,  and  shall  be  by  ballot 
upon  the  names  proposed  by  the  Standing  Committee;  and  any 
person  who  receives  the  votes  of  two-thirds  of  the  members 
present  and  voting  shall,  on  his  acceptance  in  writing  of  his 
election,  be  declared  and  enrolled  a  member  of  the  corporation. 
Membership  may  be  terminated  by  resignation,  and  shall  be 
terminated  by  failure  for  three  successive  years  to  attend  the 
annual  meeting ;  but  in  the  latter  case  the  Standing  Committee 
may  by  vote  suspend  the  operation  of  this  rule  when  it  sees  best. 

ARTICLE   II. 

Of  Founders,  Life  Associates  and  Contributors. 

All  persons  from  whom  the  corporation  shall  receive  real  or 
personal  property  to  the  value  of  one  thousand  dollars  or  more 
shall  be  permanently  enrolled  as  Founders. 

All  persons  not  entitled  to  be  enrolled  as  Founders,  from 
whom  the  corporation  shall  receive  real  or  personal  property  to 
the  value  of  one  hundred  dollars  or  more,  shall  be  enrolled 
during  life  as  Life  Associates. 

All  persons,  societies  or  corporations  not  entitled  to  be  enrolled 
as  Founders  or  Life  Associates,  from  whom  the  corporation  shall 
receive  one  or  more  dollars,  shall  be  enrolled  as  contributors  for 
the  year  in  which  payment  of  such  sum  is  made. 
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AETICLE   III. 

Of  Meetings. 

1.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation  shall  be  held  on  the 
last  Wednesday  in  January,  in  Boston  or  at  such  other  city  or 
town  in  the  Commonwealth,  and  at  such  time  and  place,  as  the 
Standing  Comjnittee  may  determine.  A  quorum  for  the  transac- 
tion of  business  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  seven  members,  but 
a  majority  of  the  members  present  and  voting  may  adjourn  any 
meeting  from  time  to  time  until  the  business  shall  have  been 
finished. 

In  the  event  of  the  annual  meeting,  by  mistake  or  otherwise, 
not  being  called  and  held  as  herein  prescribed,  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee shall  order  a  special  meeting  to  be  called  and  held  in  lieu 
of  and  for  the  purposes  of  the  annual  meeting. 

Special  meetings  of  the  corporation  may  be  called  by  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  to  meet  at  any  time  and  place.  A  quorum  at  a 
special  meeting  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  seven  members. 

2.  At  all  meetings  the  President  shall  take  the  chair  as  soon 
as  a  quorum  is  present;  and  the  record  of  the  preceding  meeting 
shall  then  be  read,  unless  such  reading  is  dispensed  with  by  the 
unanimous  consent  of  those  present.  After  which  at  all  special 
meetings  the  business  for  which  the  meeting  was  called  shall  be 
transacted,  and  at  the  annual  meeting  the  order  of  business  shall 
be  as  follows :  — 

First.  —  The  imfinished  business  and  the  assignments  of  the 
last  meeting  shall  be  announced  by  the  Secretary  to  the  President, 
and  taken  up  in  order. 

Second.  —  The  Secretary  shall  be  called  on  to  submit  a  written 
report  of  the  doings  of  the  Standing  Committee  for  the  year 
ending  with  the  previous  31st  of  December. 

Third.  —  The  Treasurer  shall  be  called  upon  to  submit  a 
written  report  of  his  doings  for  the  year  ending  with  the  previous 
31st  of  December,  and  the  financial  condition  of  the  corporation 
at  that  date. 

Fourth.  —  The  Committee  to  audit  the  Treasurer's  accounts 
shall  be  called  on  for  a  report. 

Fifth.  —  Any  special  committee  which  may  have  been  ap- 
pointed during  the  year  shall  be  called  on  to  report. 

Sixth.  —  If  the  Standing  Committee  shall  have  proposed 
changes  in  the  By-laws,  the  same  shall  be  voted  upon,  as  provided 
in  Article  VII. 
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Seventh.  —  If  the  Standing  Committee  shall  have  made  any 
nominations  to  membership  in  the  corporation,  an  election  shall 
be  held  as  provided  in  Article  I. 

Eighth,  —  An  election  of  oflBcers  for  the  ensuing  year  shall  be 
held,  as  provided  in  Article  IV.,  Section  1. 

Ninth,  —  On  the  annonncement  of  the  vote  the  newly  elected 
President  shall  take  the  chair,  and  shall  give  the  members  present 
an  opportunity  to  present  new  business. 

Tenth,  —  The  newly  elected  President  shall  appoint  a  com- 
mittee to  audit  the  Treasurer's  accounts. 

ARTICLE   IV. 

Of  Officers. 

1.  The  oflBcers  of  the  corporation  shall  be  a  President,  a  Vice- 
President,  a  Secretary  and  a  Treasurer.  The  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  shall  be  ex-officiis  members  of  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee, which  shall  consist  of  seven  persons  in  all.  The  ofl&cers 
and  the  Standing  Committee  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  tKe  corporation,  an  adjournment  thereof,  or 
at  a  meeting  in  lieu  of  such  annual  meeting,  as  above  provided ; 
and  they  shall  hold  their  oflBces  for  one  year,  or  until  others  are 
duly  chosen  and  qualified  in  their  stead.  Any  vacancy  occurring 
in  any  of  the  above  oflBces  from  death,  resignation  or  inability, 
shall  be  filled  by  the  Standing  Committee  at  their  next  regular 
meeting  or  at  a  special  meeting  to  be  called  for  the  purpose 
before  such  regular  meeting. 

2.  The  President  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  corpora- 
tion. If  he  is  absent,  the  Vice-President,  and,  if  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent is  also  absent,  a  President  pro  tempore,  chosen  by  hand  vote 
of  the  members  of  the  corporation  present,  shall  preside,  and 
shall  have  aU  the  powers  and  perform  all  the  duties  of  the 
President. 

3.  The  Secretary  shall  warn  the  members  of  all  meetings  of 
the  corporation,  according  as  he  may  be  directed  by  votes  of  the 
Standing  Committee.  He  shall  call  the  meetings  of  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  as  he  may  be  directed  by  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  or  on  the  request  in  writing  of  any  two  members 
thereof.  He  shall  carry  on  all  the  correspondence  of  the  corpo- 
ration not  otherwise  provided  for,  and  shall,  when  the  corre- 
spondence is  of  importance,  preserve  copies  of  the  letters  sent 
and  the  original  letters  received,  for  transmission  with  his  rec- 
ords to  his  successor  in  oflSce.    He  shall  keep  an  exact  record  of 
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all  meetings  of  the  corporation  and  of  the  Standing  Committee, 
with  the  names  of  the  members  present,  entering  in  full  all 
reports  of  committees,  which  may  be  accepted,  by  either  body, 
tmless  otherwise  directed. 

At  the  January  meeting  of  the  Standing  Committee  he  shall 
make  a  written  report  of  the  doings  of  that  body  for  the  year 
ending  on  the  previous  31st  of  December;  and,  if  the  report  is 
approved,  he  shall  present  it  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  cor- 
poration. 

4.  The  Treasurer  shall,  when  directed,  as  provided  in  the  next 
paragraph,  make  disbursements;  and  he  shall  also  collect  all 
moneys  due  to  the  corporation,  and  shall  keep  regular  and  faith- 
ful account  of  all  the  moneys  and  funds  of  the  corporation  which 
shall  come  into  his  hands  and  of  all  receipts  and  expenditures 
connected  with  the  same,  which  accounts  shall  always  be  open 
to  the  inspection  of  members  of  the  corporation.  He  shall  make 
no  investments  and  pay  no  moneys  without  either  the  approval 
of  a  majority  of  the  Standing  Committee  or  else  of  such  oflScer 
or  committee  as  said  Standing  Committee,  shall  appoint  to  act 
for  it  in  these  matters. 

At  the  January  meeting  of  the  Standing  Committee  he  shall 
make  a  written  report  of  his  doings  for  the  year  ending  on  the 
previous  31st  of  December;  and,  if  his  report  is  approved,  he 
shall  present  it  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation. 

ARTICLE  V. 

Op  the  Standing  Committee. 

The  Standing  Committee  shall,  at  its  first  meeting  after  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  corporation  in  each  year,  elect  a  chairman, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  committee.  ^ 
In  his  absence  a  chairman  pro  tempore  may  be  chosen  by  hand 
vote. 

The  Standing  Conmiittee  shall  meet  at  least  once  in  every 
month,  and  a  quorum  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  three  mem- 
bers. 

The  Standing  Committee  may  nominate  or  refuse  to  nominate 
new  members  of  the  corporation,  may  accept  or  decline  gifts 
offered  to  the  corporation,  may  approve  or  disapprove  invest- 
ments or  expenditures  proposed  by  the  Treasurer,  may  approve 
or  disapprove  all  bills  against  the  corporation,  may  appoint  sub- 
committees of  their  number,  may  appoint  and  remove  agents, 
may  engage  whatever  assistance  is  needed  to  administer  the 
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affairs  of  the  corporation,  may  designate  such  agents  and  em- 
ployees by  such  titles  as  they  may  deem  proper,  and,  in  general, 
may  exercise  all  the  executive  powers  of  the  corporation.  . 

ARTICLE   VI. 

Op  the  Seal. 

The  corporate  seal  shall  be  a  circular,  flat-faced  die  of  about 
an  inch  and  a  half  in  diameter,  with  the  name  of  the  corporation, 
the  year  of  its  organization,  the  word  "  Massachusetts  '^  and  the 
figure  of  a  pine  tree  so  engraved  on  its  face  that  it  can  be  em- 
bossed on  paper  by  pressure. 

ARTICLE   VII. 

Of  Amendments. 

At  any  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation,  or  at  a  special 
meeting  called  for  the  purpose,  these  By-laws  may  be  amended, 
altered  or  repealed  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  present 
and  voting,  provided  that  notice  of  such  proposed  change  shall 
have  been  given  in  the  call  of  the  meeting. 
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SIXTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THB 


Trustees  of  Public  Reservations- 


The  Standing  Committee  of  the  Trustees  of  Public  Keaer^ 
vations  submits  herewith  its  sixteenth  annual  report. 

There  have  been  no  additions  this  year  to  the  holdings  of 
the  Trustees,  and  the  report  is  therefore  substantially  con- 
fined to  an  account  of  the  conditions  of  the  lands  which  are 
already  in  your  charge. 

Virginia  Wood  in  Stoneham  has  been  cared  for  by  the 
Metropolitan  Park  Commission  as  a  part  of  the  Middlesex 
Fells.  The  gypsy  moth  work  done  last  winter  was  very 
effective,  and  all  damage  from  the  insect  during  the  feeding 
period  was  prevented.  As  a  result  of  reduction  in  the  number 
of  moths,  the  number  of  egg  masses  was  so  greatly  diminished 
that  the  creosoting  has  been  done  this  winter  at  about  one- 
fourth  of  the  cost  of  last  season's  work.  The  brown-tail  moth 
has  practically  disappeared  from  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
the  Virginia  Wood,  and  possible  danger  from  this  source  is 
removed  for  the  present.  A  number  of  dead  and  diseased 
trees  have  been  removed,  and  the  Wood  generally  is  in  good 
condition. 

Goodwill  Park  in  Palmouth  has  been  visited  by  consider- 
able numbers  during  the  summer  months.  The  roads  near  the 
picnic  ground  were  graded  and  repaired  last  summer,  and  a 
long  stretch  of  division  fence  rebuilt.  The  two  picnic  grounds 
were  carefully  mowed  and  dead  trees  and  branches  removed. 
Further  improvement  in  the  roads  will  be  made  this  year. 
Tour  committee  is  informed  that  members  of  Mr.  Fay's  fam- 
ily have  in  mind  the  gift  of  additional  land  adjoining  the 
park,  which  will  improve  the  boundaries  and  increase  its 
attractiveness. 
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Rocky  Narrows  on  the  Charles  River  at  Sherbom  has 
been  visited  by  many  canoeists,  and  has  been  kept  in  good 
condition.  It  is  pleasant  to  record  that  the  appreciation  of 
visitors  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  few  simple  rules  which 
are  posted  there  are  well  observed. 

Monnt  Anne  Park  at  Gloucester  is  maintained  by  the 
terms  of  the  deed  of  gift  as  a  wild  park.  It  is  desirable, 
however,  that  the  means  of  approach  should  be  bettered,  and 
this  will  naturally  be  brought  about  if  plans  for  additional 
woods  roads  between  Magnolia  and  the  Essex  Road  which 
are  being  discussed  by  citizens  of  Manchester  and  Gloucester 
are  carried  out 

At  Governor  Hjitchinson  Field  in  Milton  the  grass  was 
burned  over  in  the  spring,  the  trees  along  the  street  were 
sprayed  as  a  protection  against  defoliating  insects,  and  a 
general  inspection  made  for  the  eggs  of  the  gypsy  moth.  This 
insect  pest  tends  to  increase  in  this  vicinity,  and,  although  no 
serious  damage  has  yet  been  done,  it  is  necessary  to  keep  a 
vigilant  lookout  to  prevent  an  injurious  infestation.  For 
this  and  other  reasons,  notably  danger  from  ground  fires,  it  is 
necessary  to  keep  the  Field  cleared  from  leaves  and  litter. 
The  grass  was  sold  standing,  and  a  number  of  weedy  and 
diseased  trees  removed.  It  will  be  necessary  before  long  to 
do  something  to  enrich  the  soil  and  promote  a  better  growth. 

Monument  Mountain  in  Great  Barrington  is  more  and  more 
visited  each  year.  The  road  to  the  summit  has  remained  in 
good  condition  the  past  year,  in  spite  of  heavy  rains.  Some 
judicious  forestry  work  will  be  necessary  this  winter  for  the 
benefit  of  the  better  trees,  and  is  especially  needed  along  the 
edges  of  the  road.  There  have  been  no  fires  in  this  Reserva- 
tion. 

The  Pine  KnoU  in  Sheffield  is  much  used  in  summer  by 
the  people  in  the  neighborhood.  It  has  been  kept  clear  of 
rubbish,  and  the  fences  and  gates  have  been  repaired.  It  is 
suggested  that  additional  seats  of  permanent  character  be 
placed  in  the  grove  for  the  comfort  of  visitors. 

Petticoat  Hill  in  Williamsburg  has  been  well  visited,  con- 
sidering it  is  the  first  year  that  it  has  been  open  to  the  public. 
The  bronze  memorial  tablet  stating  the  facts  of  the  gift  has 
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I  been  set  in  a  boulder  near  the  entrance.    There  was  so  little 

snow  last  winter  that  it  was  not  possible  to  remove  all  the 
wood  piles  left  from  the  forestry  work  which  was  being  done 
according  to  the  State  Forester's  plan  at  the  time  the  gift  was 
made.  The  remainder  will  be  removed  this  winter.  There  is 
need  of  some  paths,  and  a  road  to  the  smnmit  of  the  hill 
where  the  best  views  can  be  obtained  would  be  very  attractive. 
Mrs.  Nash,  who  established  this  park,  is  having  a  study  made 
to  ascertain  whether  such  a  road  is  practicable  and  can  be 
built  for  a  moderate  expenditure. 

At  the  last  annual  meeting  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  requested  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  visit 
him  and  examine  certain  tracts  of  woodlaiyi  belonging  to  him, 
with  respect  to  their  availability  as  a  public  reservation.  The 
committee  appointed  for  this  purpose  were  entertained  by 
him  in  June,  and  passed  a  large  part  of  two  days  in  an  in- 
spection of  these  lands.  They  comprise  some  2,000  acres  of 
woodland  of  a  most  varied  and  interesting  character,  and 
nearly  encompass  the  viUage  of  the  town  in  which  they  are 
situated.  They  are  not  alone  of  interest  in  themselves  as 
woods,  but  are  an  essential  part  of  the  scenery  and  picturesque 
charm  of  one  of  the  most  beautiful  of  the  New  England  hill 
towns.  It  is  to  be  hoped  and  it  seems  probable  that  the  gen- 
erous and  far-seeing  intention  of  the  owner  will  be  in  some 
way  realized,  and  it  will  be  a  public  service  performed  if  this 
Board  shall  have  been  able  to  assist  in  bringing  about  such  a 
result. 

On  October  13  last  a  memorial  to  Charles  Eliot  was  dedi- 
cated in  the  Blue  Hills  Reservation  near  the  summit  of  Great 
Blue  Hill  in  Milton.  The  creation  of  this  Board  was  his  idea, 
and  was  largely  due  to  his  individual  efforts.  He  was  our 
first  Secretary  and  afterwards  Chairman  of  the  Standing 
Committee,  which  oflSce  he  held  at  the  time  of  his  death.  It 
was  natural  that  many  of  our  members  became  interested  in 
the  movement  to  erect  this  memorial,  and  took  an  active  part 
in  carrying  out  the  plan.  The  memorial  is  in  the  form  of  a 
bridge,  which  carries  across  a  little  ravine  near  the  top  of 
Great  Blue  HiU  a  path  which  encircles  the  summit  of  the 
hill  and  affords  the  most  extensive  views  of  any  point  in 
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eastern  Massachusetts.  The  tablet,  which  forms  the  back  of 
a  stone  seat  on  the  easterly  end  of  the  bridge,  states  the 
purpose  of  the  memorial  and  briefly  sums  up  the  great  gift 
-which  Eliot  made  to  his  fellowmen.  An  account  of  the 
simple  exercises  of  dedication  and  photographs  of  the  memo- 
rial itself  will  be  printed  with  this  report. 

This  Board  has  this  year  lost  a  distinguished  member  by 
the  death  of  Nathaniel  Southgate  Shaler.  Professor  Shaler 
-was  a  charter  member  of  the  Trustees  of  Public  Reserva- 
tions, and  was  always  interested  in  the  work  of  this  Board. 
He  attended  many  of  its  meetings,  and  those  who  were 
present  will  always  retain  a  lively  memory  of  his  enthusiasm 
and  his  frank  and  genial  personality.  Hi^  wide  knowledge 
of  the  topography  of  Massachusetts  and  his  general  interest 
in  the  purposes  of  the  Trustees  made  him  a  valuable  member 
of  this  organization. 

HENRY  P.  WALCOTT,  Chairman, 
CHARLES  S.  SARGENT, 
NATHANIEL  T.  KIDDER, 
CHARLES   S.   RACKEMANN, 
EDWARD  W.  FORBES, 
GEORGE   WIGGLESWORTH,    Treasurer, 
JOHN   WOODBURY,  Secretary, 

Standing  Committee. 
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APPENDIX. 


Exercises  at  the  Dedication  of  thb  Chasles  Eliot 
Memobial  Bridge  on  Great  Blue  Hill  on  Oct.  13, 
1906. 

On  the  afternoon  of  Oct.  13,  1906,  the  Charles  Eliot  Me- 
morial on  Great  Blue  Hill  was  dedicated  by  simple  exercises 
held  near  the  summit  of  the  hill  on  a  little  plateau  a  few  steps 
away  from  the  Memorial  Bridge.  There  were  present,  in 
addition  to  the  Committee  of  the  Charles  Eliot  Memorial 
Association  and  the  Metropolitan  Park  Commission,  members 
of  Eliot's  family,  classmates,  associates,  friends,  and  a  con- 
siderable number  of  people  brought  there  by  the  interest  of 
the  occasion.  The  exercises  were  begun  by  Charles  S.  Kacke- 
mann,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Memorial  Committee,  who 
spoke  as  follows :  — 

Address  of  Charles  S.  Rackemann,  Esq. 

We  have  come  together  at  this  place,  this  vantage  point  of 
eastern  Massachusetts,  in  all  the  glory  of  a  beautiful  autumn  day, 
animated  by  the  single  idea  of  establishing  a  permanent  expres- 
sion of  the  respect  and  honor  which  we  feel  for  the  character  and 
achievements  of  one  who  has  gone  out  from  among  us  never  to 
return,  —  Charles  Eliot,  landscape  architect. 

In  a  large  sense  Eliot  was  the  founder  of  the  Metropolitan 
Park  System  of  Massachusetts,  as  he  certainly  was  of  the  Trustees 
of  Public  Reservations,  —  the  one  now  an  integral  part  of  the 
domain  of  our  beloved  Commonwealth,  the  other  a  quasi-public 
corporation,  having  similar  purposes  and  similar  duties. 

Eliot  was  a  man  of  genius,  with  breadth  of  view  and  far-seeing 
wisdom.  He  was  a  hiunanist.  And  it  is  highly  creditable  to  this 
community,  in  which  most  of  his  life  -work  was  done,  that  it 
recognized  so  quickly  and  so  fully  the  incalculable  benefit  to  the 
present  and  all  future  generations  that  was  to  result  from  the 
accomplishment  of  his  conceptions  and  plans. 

"Ideas,"  says  Emerson,  "beget  enthusiasm;"  and  so  it  was  that 
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within  a  few  weeks  from  the  time  of  Eliot's  death  a  movement  was 
set  on  foot  by  some  of  his  friends  for  making  a  permanent  public 
record  of  the  respect,  admiration  and  esteem  which  were  felt  for 
him  and  his  work  bv  his  fellow  citizens. 

A  committee  was  quickly  formed,  which  took  charge  of  this  labor 
of  love.  It  consisted  of  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  stand- 
ing committee  of  the  Trustees  of  Public  Reservations,  two  members 
of  the  Appalachian  Mountain  Club,  one  classmate  in  Harvard  Col- 
lege  and  one  neighbor  in  Milton. 

The  announcement  of  its  plan  was  enough  to  bring  to  it  a  generous 
total  of  many  contributions,  ranging  from  the  modest  one  dollar 
sent  by  some  anonymous  friend  to  the  check  fcNr  a  hundredfold  that 
amount  received  from  some  richer  but  not  more  willing  subscriber. 

After  much  careful  study,  and  with  the  co-operation  of  the 
Metropolitan  Park  Commission,  at  all  times  cordially  given,  this 
site  was  selected  for  the  memorial,  as  the  most  appropriate  in  the 
whole  district;  an  advisory  architect,  Mr.  A.  W.  Longfellow,  was 
engaged,  and  later  a  sculptor,  to  design  the  recording  tablet. 

The  whole  memorial  which  we  dedicate  to-day  consists  of  two 
parts:  it  includes  the  path  (hereafter  to  be  known  as  the  ''Charles 
Eliot  Path  ")  encircling  the  brow  of  Blue  Hill,  and  the  stone  bridge 
over  this  little  ravine. 

The  bridge  was  designed  by  the  present  landscape  architects  to 
the  Commission,  who  were  his  former  associates  in  business,  Olmsted 
Brothers,  and  the  tablet  by  Mr.  C.  R.  Harley. 

The  path  provided  by  the  Metropolitan  Park  Commission  is  the 
tribute  of  the  Commonwealth;  the  bridge  with  the  inscription  is 
that  of  the  public. 

The  work  of  the  committee  is  done.  If  it  shall  be  found  worthy 
of  your  approval,  and  the  approval  of  all  friends  and  admirers  of 
Charles  Eliot,  nothing  more  is  to  be  desired. 

To  Hon.  Mr.  de  las  Casas,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Metro- 
politan Park  Commissioners,  in  whose  custody  this  reservation  has 
been  placed  by  the  Commonwealth  for  the  use  and  enjoyment  of  its 
inhabitants  forever,  I  deliver  the  deed  of  gift. 

The  gift  was  accepted  by  Hon.  William  B.  de  las  Casas, 
Chairman  of  the  Metropolitan  Park  Commission,  in  the  fol- 
lowing words : — 

Address  OF  Hon.  William  B.  de  las  Casas. 

In  behalf  of  the  Metropolitan  Park  Commission,  as  representing 
the  Commonwealth  and  its  Metropolitan  Parks  District,  I  accept 
the  gift  of  the  Charles  Eliot  Memorial  upon  the  Great  Blue  Hill, 
and  thereby  dedicate  it  to  public  use.     In  the  same  representative 
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capacity  I  return  to  you  and  your  committee,  and  to  the  sabsenbers 
and  all  who  by  gifts  of  money,  time  and  talents  have  contributed  to 
this  memorial,  the  thanks  of  the  Conuuission,  the  Commonwealth 
and  all  citizens,  both  for  the  addition  which  has  been  made  to  the 
attractiveness  and  resources  of  the  Blue  Hills  Reservation,  and 
even  more  for  the  evidence  which  it  perpetuates  of  the  larger  gift 
made  by  Charles  Eliot  of  his  talents,  work  and  life. 

Charles  Eliot  was  a  patient,  practical,  working  idealist;  a  nobk 
son  of  a  noble  father;  a  worthy  citizen  of  this  Commonwealth. 
He  was  gentle,  sweet-natured,  sensitive  and  affectionate,  yet  well 
trained,  discreet,  patient,  industrious  and  persistent  beyond  most 
men.  He  brought  these  fine  qualities  into  his  intense  professional 
life  and  into  his  citizenship.  While  he  did  not  wholly  originate  or 
develop  the  idea  of  a  Metropolitan  District  and  system  of  parks, 
nor  live  to  Avork  out  all  its  details,  yet  he  saw  its  form  more  clearly 
than  others,  and  shaped  its  accomplishment  with  such  intelligenee 
and  sweet  reasonableness  that  all  men  became  persuaded  to  make  it 
possible,  and  to  work  out  its  details  with  something  of  his  devotion 
and  intelligence. 

The  result  is  before  us  in  the  Metropolitan  Park  System,  now 
well  advanced  toward  completion,  and  more  immediately  before  us 
in  this  great  Blue  Hills  Reservation  of  4,700  acres,  —  stretching 
eastward  from  this  seat  upon  its  highest  hilltop  almost  as  far  as  eye 
can  see.  It  is  fitting  that  this  simple,  rugged  memorial  should  be 
placed  in  this  spot.  Charles  Eliot  loved  the  woods  and  rocky  hills; 
he  knew  their  bounds  and  inmost  recesses,  and  the  refreshment 
which  thev  held  for  the  tired  souls  of  those  who  must  live  for  the 
most  part  in  the  noisy  ugliness  of  towns.  The  intensity  of  his 
nature  went  quietly  and  persistently  into  an  effort  to  make  sure  that 
these  reservations  and  their  tree  growth  would  be  cared  for,  and 
become  useful  and  available  to  the  highest  degree.  It  was  in  this 
Blue  Hills  Reservation  that  in  March,  1897,  while  persistently 
accimiulating  data  to  make  evident  the  necessity  for  adequate  for- 
estry and  development  plans,  he  took  the  cold  that  developed  into 
intense  illness,  and  terminated  his  life. 

We  may  hope  that  as  men  come  here  from  time  to  time  and  look 
over  the  fair  prospect  they  will  gain  in  hope  and  faith,  and,  going 
away,  become  each  in  his  own  work  a  patient,  practical  idealist  like 
Charles  Eliot. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  Chairman's  address  Mr.  Racke- 
raann  read  the  following  letter  from  His  Excellency,  Governor 
Guild :  — 
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Lettbb  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor. 

I  am  extremel}^  sorry  that  the  unavoidable  stress  of  duties  at  this 
time  makes  it  impossible  for  me  to  attend  the  dedication  of  the  Eliot 
Memorial  at  the  top  of  Great  Blue  Hill.  He  was  my  friend,  as  he 
was  yours,  and  all  who  knew  him  loved  him.  I  cannot  conceive  a 
more  fitting  location  for  his  monument  than  on  the  great  hill  from 
which  the  Commonwealth  takes  its  name.  He  taught  the  love  of 
open  air  and  of  those  gentle  arts  which  are  the  hand-maidens  of 
nature  herself.  .We  are  all  the  better  for  his  friendship,  and  life  is 
healthier  and  more  wholesome  because  he  lived.  The  memorial  well 
reminds  the  people  of  his  life,  but  his  monuments  are  the  great 
breathing  spaces  about  ocean,  stream  and  woodland,  which  the  Com- 
monwealth preserves  forever  for  the  use  of  its  people. 

The  exercises  were  concluded  with  the  following  address 
of  Henry  W.  Cunningham,  Esq.,  secretary  of  the  class  of 
1882  of  Harvard  College,  of  which  Charles  Eliot  was  a 
member :  — 

Address  OF  Henry  W.  Cunningham,  Esq. 

I  am  glad  to  say  a  few  words  of  tribute  on  behalf  of  the  class 
of  '82  to  the  memory  of  Charles  Eliot,  for  he  was  one  of  that  band 
of  brothers  who  graduated  from  Harvard  just  twenty-five  years  ago. 
And  you  all  of  you  know  how  close  are  the  ties  that  bind  together 
the  members  of  a  class  by  that  sympathetic  cord  that  grows  tighter 
as  the  years  go  on,  and  as  the  ranks  grow  thinner.  As  the  two 
gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me  have  spoken  as  representing  the 
public,  I  may  be  permitted  to  touch  upon  the  personal  side,  —  the 
side  of  friendship  and  of  comradeship.  Our  class,  although  it  con- 
tained many  admirable  men  from  eastern  Massachusetts,  was  not 
what  is  known  as  a  "  Boston  class,"  for  most  of  our  leading  men 
during  college  days  came  from  other  parts  of  the  country.  They 
came  together  as  freshmen  in  many  small  groups,  some  of  the  men 
knowing  few  beyond  those  with  whom  they  had  been  at  school. 

But  there  were  a  few  Massachusetts  men  whom  we  all  knew  by 
reputation,  at  least,  before  we  met  them,  and  of  these  I  shall  call 
to  your  mind  to-day  but  two,  —  Sherman  Hoar  and  Charles  Eliot,  — 
both  gone  in  their  early  prime.  Yet  both  lived  long  enough  to  leave 
their  impress  upon  this  community.  There  could  not  have  been  two 
men  more  unlike  in  character  than  these  two,  for  Hoar  was  essen- 
tially a  public  man,  while  Eliot  was  so  quiet  and  so  retiring  that  few 
but  his  associates  realized  till  towards  the  end  of  his  life  the  full 
extent  of  his  abilities;  yet  each  of  these  men  had  one  strong  trait 
in  common,  —  they  lived  to  benefit  their  f ellowmen. 
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And  so  we  all  knew  who  Charles  Eliot  was  before  we  met  hiiiiy 
and  those  who  came  to  know  him  well  appreciated  the  rare  charm 
of  his  character;  but  his  nature  was  so  retiring  that  he  did  not 
make  friends  easily.  He  never  took  a  prominent  part  in  any  of  the 
social  organizations  of  the  class,  nor  entered  into  any  of  the  athletie 
sportSy  because  of  his  lack  of  robust  health;  and,  though  he  never 
was  what  was  known  as  a  popular  man,  yet  those  who  knew  him 
always  liked  him,  and  I  think  they  liked  him  not  because  of  the 
negative  virtues  of  many  popular  meq.,  but  because  they  recognized, 
boys  though  they  were,  that  there  lay  behind  that  quiet  manner  a 
purpose  to  do  something  useful  in  the  world. 

I  doubt  if  he  had  much  idea  when  he  was  in  college  just  what 
his  life  work  would  be;  but  instinctively,  in  taking  the  elective 
courses  that  appealed  to  him,  he  took  many  that  were  of  benefit  to 
him  in  his  profession. 

And  after  we  graduated  we  all  knew  that  he  was  studying^  with 
Mr.  Olmsted,  and  that  he  was  pursuing  the  profession  of  landscape 
architect;  but  he  worked  so  quietly,  so  unostentatiously,  that  none 
but  his  intimate  friends,  and  the  class  secretary,  who  is  supposed  to 
know  all  things,  knew  the  full  extent  of  his  accomplishments. 

But  suddenly  we  realized,  when  these  great  public  reservations 
began  to  appear  in  all  their  natural  beauties,  that  our  classmate 
had  not  only  done  much  of  the  planning,  but  by  his  enthusiasm  he 
had  led  on  the  interest  in  them.  And  so,  Mr.  Chairman,  vre  aie 
proud  to  think  that  he  was  a  member  of  our  class.  And  we  are 
glad  that  his  name  and  fame  are  perpetuated  in  this  enduring  monu- 
ment, though  while  these  grand  rocks  and  noble  trees  exist  he  needs* 
no  other  monument  in  the  hearts  of  his  friends. 

And  I  am  glad  to  say  these  few  words  of  tribute,  and  in  behalf 
of  my  class  to  lay  this  wreath  of  affection  upon  his  monnmoii. 
And  as  I  stand  here  upon  this  hilltop,  looking  over  this  broad  vnsta 
of  forest  and  on  to  the  blue  waters  of  the  harbor  beyond,  I  think  I 
may  truly  say,  as  did  Tennyson,  standing  on  the  cliffs  below  the 
city  of  Bristol  and  lamenting  the  early  death  of  his  friend  Hal- 
lam:  — 

And  the  stately  ships  go  on 

To  their  haven  under  the  hill; 
But,  oh,  for  the  touch  of  a  vanished  hand 

And  the  sound  of  a  voice  that  is  still! 


^  . 
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ACT  OF  INCORPORATION. 


Chapter  352,  Acts  o*  1891. 

An  Act  to  establish  the  Trustees  op  Publio  BESEEVATioifs. 

Section  1.  Frederick  L.  Ames^  Philip  A,  ChaBe,  Christopher 
Glark^  Charies  B.  Godman^  Elisha  S.  Converse^  (George  F.  Hoar^ 
John  J.  SuBsell^  Leverett  Saltonstall^  Charies  S.  Sargent^  Na- 
thaniel S.  Shaler,  George  Sheldon,  William  S.  Shuri;leflE,  George 
H.  Tucker,  Francis  A.  Walker,  George  Wigglesworth,  their  asso- 
ciates and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the  name 
of  The  Trustees  of  Public  Reservations,  for  the  purpose  of  acquir- 
ing, holding,  arranging,  maintaining,  and  opening  to  the  public, 
imder  suitable  regulations,  beautiful  and  historical  places  and 
tracts  of  land  within  this  Commonwealth,  with  the  powers  and 
privileges  and  subject  to  the  duties  set  forth  in  chapter  one  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  of  the  Public  Statutes  and  in  such  other  general 
laws  as  now  are  or  hereafter  may  be  in  force  relating  to  such 
corporations;  but  said  corporation  shall  have  no  capital  stock. 

Section  2.  Said  corporation  may  acquire  and  hold  by  grant, 
gift,  devise,  purchase,  or  otherwise,  real  estate,  such  as  it  may 
deem  worthy  of  preservation  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  public,  but 
not  exceeding  one  million  dollars  in  value,  and  such  other  prop- 
erty, both  real  and  personal,  as  may  be  necessary  or  proper  to 
support  or  promote  the  objects  of  the  corporation,  but  not  ex- 
ceeding in  the  aggregate  the  further  sum  of  one  million  dollars. 

Sections.    All  personal  property  held  by  said  corporation, 
and  all  lands  which  it  may  cause  to  be  opened  and  kept  open  to 
the  public,  and  all  lands  which  it  may  acquire  and  hold  vrith  this 
object  in  view,  shall  be  exempt  from  taxation  in  the  same  maimer 
and  to  the  same  extent  as  the  property  of  literary,  benevolent, 
charitable,  and  scientific  institutions  incorporated  within  this 
Commonwealth  is  now  exempt  by  law ;  but  no  lands  so  acqui 
and  held  and  not  open  to  the  public  shall  be  so  exempt  f] 
taxation  for  a  longer  period  than  two  years.    Said  corporal 
shall  never  make  any  division  or  dividend  of  or  from  its  prop^ 
or  income  among  its  members. 

Section  4.    This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 
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BY-LAWS  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  PUBUC 

RESERVATIONS. 


AETICLE    L 

Of  Mehbebs. 

The  members  of  the  corporation  shall  be  residents  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  their  number  shall  not  exceed  fifty. 

The  Standing  Committee  may^  if  it  sees  fit^  nominate  persons 
to  membership  by  inserting  the  names  of  candidates  upon  the 
notice  of  warning  of  any  meeting.  The  election  shall  take  place 
at  any  meeting  subsequent  to  such  notice^  and  shall  be  by  ballot 
upon  the  names  proposed  by  the  Standing  Committee ;  and  any 
person  who  receives  the  votes  of  two-thirds  of  the  members 
present  and  voting  shall^  on  his  acceptance  in  writing  of  his 
election^  be  declared  and  enrolled  a  member  of  the  corporation. 
Membership  may  be  terminated  by  resignation^  and  shall  be 
terminated  by  failure  for  three  successive  years  to  attend  the 
annual  meeting;  but  in  the  latter  case  the  Standing  Committee 
may  by  vote  suspend  the  operation  of  this  rule  when  it  sees  best. 

ARTICLE    IL 

Or  FouNDBES,  LiFB  Associates  and  Contributors. 

All  persons  from  whom  the  corporation  shall  receive  real  or 
personal  property  to  the  value  of  one  thousand  dollars  or  more 
shall  be  permanently  enrolled  as  Founders. 

All  persons  not  entitled  to  be  enrolled  as  Founders^  from 
whom  the  corporation  shall  receive  real  or  personal  property  to 
the  value  of  one  hundred  dollars  or  more,  shall  be  enrolled  dur- 
ing life  as  Life  Associates. 

All  persons,  societies  or  corporations  not  entitled  to  be  enrolled 
as  Founders  or  Life  Associates,  from  whom  the  corporation  shall 
receive  one  or  more  dollars,  shall  be  enrolled  as  contributors  for 
the  year  in  which  payment  of  such  sum  is  made. 
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ARTICLE    IIL 

Of  Meetings. 

1.  The  animal  meeting  of  the  corporation  shall  be  held  on  the 
last  Wednesday  in  January,  in  Boston  or  at  such  other  city  or 
town  in  the  Commonwealth,  and  at  such  time  and  place,  as  the 
Standing  Committee  may  determine.  A  quorum  for  the  transac- 
tion of  business  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  seven  members,  but 
a  majority  of  the  members  present  and  voting  may  adjourn  any 
meeting  from  time  to  time  until  the  business  shall  have  been 
finished. 

In  the  event  of  the  annual  meeting,  by  mistake  or  otherwise, 
not  being  called  and  held  as  herein  prescribed,  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee shall  order  a  special  meeting  to  be  called  and  held  in  lien 
of  and  for  the  purposes  of  the  annual  meeting. 

Special  meetings  of  the  corporation  may  be  called  by  the 
Standing  Committee  to  meet  at  any  time  and  place.  A  quorum 
at  a  special  meeting  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  seven  members. 

2.  At  all  meetings  the  President  shall  take  the  chair  as  soon 
as  a  quorum  is  present;  and  the  record  of  the  preceding  meeting 
shall  then  be  read,  unless  such  reading  is  dispensed  with  by  the 
unanimous  consent  of  those  present.  After  which  at  all  special 
meetings  the  business  for  which  the  meeting  was  called  shall  be 
transacted,  and  at  the  annual  meeting  the  order  of  business  shall 
be  as  follows :  — 

First,  —  The  unfinished  business  and  the  assignments  of  the 
last  meeting  shall  be  announced  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Presi- 
dent and  tid^en  up  in  order. 

Second,  —  The  Secretary  shall  be  called  on  to  submit  a  written 
report  of  the  doings  of  the  Standing  Committee  for  the  year 
ending  with  the  previous  31st  of  December. 

Third,  —  The  Treasurer  shall  be  called  upon  to  submit  a 
written  report  of  his  doings  for  the  year  ending  with  the  pre- 
vious 31st  of  December,  and  the  financial  condition  of  the  cor- 
poration of  that  date. 

Fourth,  —  The  Committee  to  audit  the  Treasurer's  accoimtB 
shall  be  called  on  for  a  report. 

Fifth.  —  Any  special  committee  which  may  have  been 
pointed  during  the  year  shall  be  called  on  to  report. 

Sixth.  —  If  the  Standing  Committee  shall  have  propo. 
changes  in  the  By-laws,  the  same  shall  be  voted  upon  as  i 
vided  in  Article  VII. 
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Seventh.  —  If  the  Standing  Committee  shall  have  made  any 
nominations  to  membership  in  the  corporation,  an  election  shall 
be  held  as  provided  in  Article  I. 

Eighth,  —  An  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  shall  be 
held,  as  provided  in  Article  IV.,  Section  1. 

Ninth.  —  On  the  announcement  of  the  vote  the  newly  elected 
President  shall  take  the  chair,  and  shall  give  the  members  present 
an  opportunity  to  present  new  business. 

Tenth,  —  The  newly  elected  President  shall  appoint  a  com- 
mittee to  audit  the  Treasurer's  accounts. 

AETICLE    IV. 

Of  Opficebs. 

1.  The  officers  of  the  corporation  shall  be  a  President,  a  Vice- 
President,  a  Secretary  and  a  Treasurer.  The  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  shall  be  ex-officiis  members  of  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee, which  shall  consist  of  seven  persons  in  all.  The  officers 
and  the  Standing  Committee  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  corporation,  an  adjournment  thereof,  or 
at  a  meeting  in  lieu  of  such  annual  meeting,  as  above  provided ; 
and  they  shall  hold  their  offices  for  one  year,  or  until  others  are 
duly  chosen  and  qualified  in  their  stead.  Any  vacancy  occurring 
in  any  of  the  above  offices  from  death,  resignation  or  inability, 
shall  be  filled  by  the  Standing  Committee  at  their  next  regular 
meeting  or  at  a  special  meeting  to  be  called  for  the  purpose 
before  such  regular  meeting. 

2.  The  President  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  corpora- 
tion. If  he  is  absent,  the  Vice-President,  and,  if  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent is  also  absent,  a  President  pro  tempore,  chosen  by  hand  vote 
of  the  members  of  the  corporation  present,  shall  preside,  and 
shall  have  all  the  powers  and  perform  all  the  duties  of  the 

President. 

3.  The  Secretary  shall  warn  the  members  of  all  meetings  of 
the  corporation,  according  as  he  may  be  directed  by  votes  of  the 
Standing  Committee.  He  shall  call  the  meetings  of  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  as  he  may  be  directed  by  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  or  on  the  request  in  writing  of  any  two  members 
thereof.  He  shall  carry  on  all  the  correspondence  of  the  corpo- 
ration not  otherwise  provided  for,  and  shall,  when  the  corre- 
spondence is  of  importance,  preserve  copies  of  the  letters  sent 
and  the  original  letters  received,  for  transmission  with  his  rec- 
ords to  his  successor  in  office.    He  shall  keep  an  exact  record  of 
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all  meetings  of  the  corporation  and  of  the  Standing  Committee, 
with  the  names  of  the  members  present^  entering  in  full  aU 
reports  of  committees,  which  may  be  accepted,  by  either  body, 
nnless  otherwise  directed. 

At  the  January  meeting  of  the  Standing  Committee  he  shall 
make  a  written  report  of  the  doings  of  that  body  for  the  year 
ending  on  the  previous  31st  of  December;  and,  if  the  report  is 
approved,  he  shall  present  it  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  cor- 
poration. 

4.  The  Treasurer  shall,  when  directed,  as  provided  in  the  next 
paragraph,  make  disbursements;  and  he  shall  also  collect  aU 
moneys  due  to  the  corporation,  and  shall  keep  regular  and  faith- 
ful account  of  all  the  moneys  and  funds  of  the  corporation  which 
shall  come  into  his  hands  and  of  all  receipts  and  expenditure 
connected  with  the  same,  which  accoimts  shall  always  be  open 
to  the  inspection  of  members  of  the  corporation.  He  shall  make 
no  investments  and  pay  no  moneys  without  either  the  approval 
of  a  majority  of  the  Standing  Committee  or  else  of  such  ofiBoer 
or  committee  as  said  Standing  Committee  shall  appoint  to  act 
for  it  in  these  matters.  At  the  January  meeting  of  the  Stand- 
ing  Committee  he  shall  make  a  written  report  of  his  doings  for 
the  year  ending  on  the  previous  31st  of  December;  and,  if  his 
report  is  approved,  he  shall  present  it  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  corporation. 

ARTICLE  V. 

Op  the  Standing  Committee. 

The  Standing  Committee  shall,  at  its  first  meeting  after  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  corporation  in  each  year,  elect  a  chairman, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  committee. 
In  his  absence  a  chairman  pro  tempore  may  be  chosen  by  hand 
vote.    The  Standing  Committee  shall  meet  at  least  once  in  every 
month,  and  a  quorum  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  three  mem- 
bers.   The  StandiQg  Committee  may  nominate  or  refuse  to  nom- 
inate new  members  of  the  corporation,  may  accept  or  decline  gifts 
offered  to  the  corporation,  may  approve  or  disapprove  invest- 
ments or  expenditures  proposed  by  the  Treasurer,  may  approve 
or  disapprove  all  bills  against  the  corporation,  may  appoint  s 
committees  of  their  number,  may  appoint  and  remove  agen 
may  engage  whatever  assistance  is  needed  to  administer  t 
affairs  of  the  corporation,  may  designate  such  agents  and  ei 
ployees  by  such  titles  as  they  may  deem  proper,  and,  in  gener 
may  exercise  all  the  executive  powers  of  the  corporation. 


PUBLIC  RESERVATIONS.  13 

ARTICLE    VL 

Of  the  Sbal. 

The  corporate  seal  shall  be  a  circular,  flat-faced  die  of  about 
an  inch  and  a  half  in  diameter,  with  the  name  of  the  corpora- 
tion, the  year  of  its  organization,  the  word  '^  Massachusetts  '^  and 
the  figure  of  a  pine  tree  so  engraved  on  its  face  that  it  can  be 
embossed  on  paper  by  pressure. 

ARTICLE    VIL 

Op  Amendments. 

At  any  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation,  or  at  a  special 
meeting  called  for  the  purpose,  these  By-laws  may  be  amended, 
altered  or  repealed  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  present 
and  voting,  provided  that  notice  of  such  proposed  change  shall 
have  been  given  in  the  call  of  the  meeting. 
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SEVENTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF   THB 


Trustees  of  Pubuc  Reservations. 


The  Standing  Committee  of  the  Trustees  of  Public  Reser- 
vations submits  herewith  its  seventeenth  annual  report 

Virginia  Wood,  in  Stoneham,  has  been  for  some  years 
a  part  of  the  Middlesex  !^ells  Reservation  and  is  cared  for 
by  the  Metropolitan  Park  Commission.  One  of  the  dis- 
tinguishing features  of  the  Wood  is  a  grove  of  white  pine 
of  unusual  size  and  beauty.  The  prevalence  of  the  gypsy 
and  brown-tail  moths  in  the  neighborhood  has  been  a  source 
of  great  anxiety,  and  great  care  has  been  taken  to  protect 
this  interesting  tree  growth  from  the  ravages  of  these  insect 
pests.  During  the  past  year  the  gypsy  moth  has  been  abso- 
lutely controlled  in  this  Wood,  and  no  tree  has  been  lost  from 
that  cause.  The  brown-tail  moth  has  practically  disappeared 
from  this  vicinity,  apparently  from  some  natural  cause^ 
which  is  not  fully  understood.  But  now  a  new  danger  to 
these  noble  trees  menaces  them,  which  is  more  alarming  since 
as  yet  no  means  of  protection  against  it  has  been  discovered. 
Many  of  the  pines  have  already  died  and  others  are  dying 
from  what  is  pronounced  to  be  a  fungous  disease.  The  first 
indication  seems  to  be  the  turning  brown  of  the  tips  of  new 
growth,  beginning  with  the  higher  branches  and  gradually 
extending  down  the  tree  until  the  visual  effect  is  such  as  to 
justify  the  popular  description  of  the  condition  as  "  rust" 
This  condition  is  found  very  generally  in  the  pine  growth  ^^ 
eastern  New  England  and  appears  to  be  spreading.  A  co 
siderable  number  of  dead  and  dying  pines  have  been  remo^ 
from  Virginia  Wood,  arid  this  constant  thinning  is  now  u 
ginning  to  be  noticeable  in  several  sections.  In  view  of  t] 
unavoidable  loss  of  so  many  full-grown  trees  it  is  encouragi: 
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to  note  the  large  number  of  vigorous  pine  and  hemlock  seed- 
lings that  are  to  be  found  in  constantly  increasing  numbers. 

In  Gk)odwill  Park  considerable  brush  has  been  removed, 
and  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  pond  especially  some  cutting 
has  been  done,  to  allow  the  people  coming  to  this  point  to 
circulate  about  more  freely.  Last  year's  report  referred  to 
the  proposed  gift,  by  members  of  Mr.  Joseph  Story  Fay's 
family,  of  adjoining  lands  bordering  on  the  smaller  pond, 
known  as  GreVs  Pond.  Deeds  of  this  gift  similar  in  form 
to  Mr.  Fay's  original  deed  are  about  to  be  passed,  and  at 
the  same  time  comes  the  pleasant  announcement  that  the  other 
owners  of  the  shores  of  Grew's  Pond  contemplate  supple- 
menting this  gift  with  a  deed  of  a  strip  of  their  land  along 
the  edge  of  the  pond.  The  result  will  be  to  place  control 
of  the  entire  border  of  the  pond  in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees 
and  the  water  department  of  the  town  of  Falmouth. 

Rocky  Narrows,  at  Sherbom,  on  the  Charles  Eiver,  does 
not  call  for  special  mention.  Apparently  the  place  continues 
to  be  much  appreciated  by  the  canoeists  who  use  the  river 
during  the  boating  season.  Steps  have  been  taken  to  see  that 
the  tree  growth  does  not  become  infested  with  some  of  the 
insect  pests  with  which  eastern  Massachusetts  has  had  so 
much  trouble  during  the  past  few  years. 

In  Mount  Ann  Park,  at  Gloucester,  the  gypsy  moth  has 
made  its  appearance  in  considerable  numbers.  The  State 
Superintendent  for  Suppressing  the  Gypsy  and  Brown-tail 
Moths,  Dr.  Kirkland,  has  caused  the  Park  to  be  thoroughly 
scouted  and  has  located  the  colonies.  At  the  present  time 
a  force  of  men  under  his  direction  are  employed  in  using 
the  well-known  methods  for  controlling  the  spread  of  the 
moth  and  preventing  substantial  damage.  The  new  road 
from  Forest  Street,  Manchester,  to  Essex  Avenue  in  Glouces- 
ter, by  the  way  of  Haskell's  Pond,  comes  very  near  to  Mount 
Anne,  and  it  has  been  suggested  that,  if  funds  were  available, 
an  attractive  approach  could  be  built  therefrom  into  the  Park. 

The  grass  in  Governor  Hutchinson  Field,  in  Milton,  was 
cut  and  sold  and  the  proceeds  applied  towards  its  mainte- 
nance. The  elms  "were  sprayed,  as  in  previous  years.  One 
of  the  elms  in  the  row  along  Adams  Street  was  removed  after 
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efforts  to  save  it  had  proved  ineffectual.  Along  the  river 
and  to  the  northwest  of  the  Field  the  gypsy  moth  tends  to 
increase.  Therefore,  at  the  lower  end  of  the  Field,  where 
the  trees  make  a  grove,  they  were  gone  over  thoroughly  and 
some  thinning  done.  A  similar  policy  was  followed  on  the 
adjoining  private  lands,  so  that  danger  from  this  source  seems 
to  have  been  avoided. 

Monument  Mountain,  in  Great  Barrington,  is  visited  more 
and  more  each  year.  The  road  up  the  mountain  has  been 
kept  in  good  condition,  and  has  been  used  by  fifty  to  a  hun- 
dred people  on  favorable  days.  Some  dead  trees  and  brush 
have  been  cut  and  will  be  burned  during  the  winter,  when 
the  snow  on  the  groimd  will  prevent  danger  from  fire.  A 
Page  woven-wire  fence  has  been  built  along  one  of  the 
boxmdaries  in  co-operation  with  the  owner  of  the  adjoining 
land. 

The  Pine  Knoll,  at  Sheffield,  is  so  close  to  the  village  that 
it  is  quite  largely  used.  Iron  seats  have  been  placed  in  the 
grove  and  have  proved  to  be  a  needed  convenience.  The 
playground  is  considerably  used  by  the  school  children  of 
the  neighborhood. 

By  the  additional  generosity  of  Mrs.  Nash  considerable 
has  been  done  at  Petticoat  Hill,  in  Williamsburg,  to  add  both 
to  its  attractiveness  and  convenience.    Along  the  road  at  the 
entrance  a  rustic  stone  wall  has  been  built,  leaving  a  turn- 
stile entrance  for  visitors  to  the  park,  and  at  the  upper  end 
a  wagon  entrance  in  case  the  work  in  the  park  requires  it 
In  the  gutter  of  the  highway  a  drain  pipe  has  been  laid  and 
covered  over,  so  that  carriages  can  be  driven  up  to  several 
hitching  posts.     From  the  turnstile  a  footpath  leads  to  the 
bowlder  in  which  the  tablet  is  set  that  marks  the  purpose 
of  the  park.    Here  another  bowlder  has  been  placed,  which 
answers  for  a  seat  on  which  to  rest.    Thence  a  narrow  path 
ascends  up  the  steep  hill  through  the  trees  by  the  best  o^ 
tainable  grade,   a  few  stone  steps  carrying  one  over  tb 
steepest  places.     The  path  has  been  completed  about  tw< 
thirds  of  the  distance  up  the  hill,  and  Mrs.  Nash  hopes  t< 
complete  it  next  year  to  the  summit,  from  which  there  is 
a  charming  view  to  the  south  down  the  Connecticut  valley 
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and  to  the  east  towards  Amherst.  The  custodian  reports  that 
hardly  a  day  in  the  smmner  season  passes  without  visitors, 
most  of  them  coming  from  Northampton  by  trolley  and  many 
staying  to  lunch  under  the  shade  of  the  trees. 

There  has  been  no  addition  to  the  lands  held  by  the  Trus- 
tees this  year,  but  the  result  of  an  investigation  referred  to 
in  the  last  report  is  of  much  interest.  Through  the  efforts 
of  Mr.  James  W.  Brooks,  extended  through  a  period  of  many 
years,  a  large  portion  of  the  woodlands  surrounding  the  hill 
town  of  Petersham,  in  Worcester  County,  have  not  only  been 
preserved,  but  a  very  considerable  area  purchased  by  him 
from  time  to  time  has  been  steadily  improved  in  quality  and 
appearance.  It  is  also  due  to  the  same  gentleman  as  a  citi- 
zen, and  for  a  time  as  tree  warden,  that  the  roadside  trees 
have  to  such  an  extent  been  saved  from  destruction.  The 
result  has  been  to  give  to  this  New  England  village  a  peculiar 
charm,  which  is  well  known  to  every  one  who  is  familiar 
with  it.  Your  committee,  who  visited  it  in  June,  1906,  to 
consider  what  steps  could  be  taken  to  ensure  the  preservation 
of  at  least  some  part  of  these  beautiful  woods,  was  met  with 
several  apparent  obstacles,  the  most  obvious  one  being  the  ne- 
cessity which  would  arise  at  once  of  securing  a  sufficient  fund 
to  provide  an  adequate  income  for  the  maintenance  of  any 
considerable  tract.  Out  of  these  investigations,  however,  a 
plan  developed  which,  while  it  precluded  the  Trustees  from 
acquiring  some  portion  of  these  most  attractive  woods,  will 
result  not  only  in  their  preservation,  but  will  also  provide 
for  their  care  and  careful  development.  Through  the  gen- 
erosity of  Mr.  John  S.  Ames  of  North  Easton,  with  the  co- 
operation of  Mr.  Brooks  and  others,  2,000  acres  of  this 
woodland,  to  be  known  as  the  Harvard  Forest,  is  about  to 
be  conveyed  to  the  President  and  Eellows  of  Harvard  College, 
and  will  be  placed  in  charge  of  the  Division  of  Forestry  of 
the  newly  established  Graduate  School  of  Applied  Science. 
To  his  gift  of  $65,000  for  purchase  of  land,  Mr.  Ames  has 
added  $5,000  towards  equipment,  and  several  residents  of 
Petersham  have  also  aided  the  project  by  gifts  of  land.  The 
Harvard  Forest  is  to  become  the  laboratory,  as  one  may  say, 
for  the  Harvard  students  of  forestry,  and  in  the  practical 
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study,  on  the  ground,  of  forest  conditions  and  economic  de- 
velopment, it  is  expected  that  the  product  from  the  forest 
itself  will  contribute  substantially  to  the  maintenance  of 
the  school.  Professor  Fisher,  after  a  careful  investigation, 
has  expressed  the  opinion  that  these  woods  are  the  best  suited 
of  any  in  New  England  for  the  purposes  to  which  they  are 
to  be  put.  Inasmuch  as  this  use  is  perfectly  compatible  with 
the  public  enjoyment,  under  proper  restrictions,  of  the  forest, 
your  committee  feels  that  the  outcome  of  their  visit  to  Peters- 
ham has  been  most  fortunate. 

The  National  Trust  for  Places  of  Historic  Interest  or 
Natural  Beauty  is  an  English  society  which  has  accomplished 
much  in  the  same  lines  as  this  Board.  Several  years  ago 
the  Trustees  were  asked  to  nominate  a  representative  to  serve 
on  the  council  of  the  National  Trust,  and  have  this  year  been 
requested  to  again  nominate  a  member.  Your  committee, 
acting  under  the  powers  conferred  on  them  by  the  by-laws 
of  this  body,  has  again  nominated  Prof.  Charles  S.  Sargent 
to  the  position  which  he  has  hitherto  filled. 

HENRY  P.  WALCOTT,  Chairman, 
CHARLES  S.  SARGENT, 
NATHANIEL  T.  KIDDER, 
CHARLES  S.  RACKEMANN, 
EDWARD  W.  FORBES, 
GEORGE  WIGGLESWORTH,  Treasurer, 
JOHN  WOODBURY,  Secretary, 

Standing  Committee. 
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APPENDIX. 


THE  HARVARD  FOREST. 

From  ths  Official  Rbqistbb  of  Habtasd  Collsok. 

The  Harvard  Forest  forms  an  important  part  of  the  equip- 
ment of  the  Division  of  Forestry.  It  was  acquired  in  the 
autumn  of  1907  through  the  generosity  of  Mr.  John  S.  Ames 
of  North  Easton,  Mass.^  of  the  dass  of  1901^  who  gave  die 
money  necessary  for  its  purchase  and  an  additional  sum  for 
the  repair  and  outfitting  of  buildings.  The  land  is  situated 
in  Petersham^  Mass.,  and  about  1,800  acres  of  it  were  pre- 
viously owned  by  Mr.  James  W.  Brooks.  In  order  to  pei^ 
petuate  the  f orest^  and  render  it  useful  both  to  the  town  and 
the  cause  of  forestry,  Mr.  Brooks  offered  it  to  the  University 
for  a  price  substantially  below  its  estimated  sale  value.  At 
the  same  time  owners  of  adjoining  land,  Messrs.  J.  J.  Hig- 
ginson,  Edwin  C.  Dexter,  Joseph  0.  Smith,  Henry  S.  Ben- 
nett, Charles  S.  Waldo  and  William  Simes,  and  Mr.  Broob 
himself,  offered  to  give  contiguous  lots  and  holdings  amonnt- 
ing  to  between  200  and  300  acres.  These  gifts  simplified  the 
boTmdarieS;  secured  the  approaches  and  rounded  out  the  area 
of  a  demonstration-forest  of  about  2,000  acres. 

The  forest  lies  on  hiUy  country  at  an  elevation  varying 
from  800  to  1,400  feet  above  sea  level.  It  is  divided  into 
three  distinct  blocks  of  (about)  850,  550  and  600  acreB, 
which  are  located,  respectively,  northeast,  northwest  and 
southeast  of  the  village.  The  northeast  block  covers  the 
slopes  and  surrounding  areas  of  Prospect  Hill,  the  northwest 
block  includes  the  basin  of  a  small  pond  called  Meadow 
Water,  and  the  southeast  block  takes  in  about  two  miles  of 
the  narrow  valley  of  the  Swift  River,  with  a  pond  and  smaD 
water  power  along  its  course.  The  total  stand  of  merchant- 
able timber  in  the  forest  amounts  to  ten  million  board  feet, 
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nine-tenths  of  it  white  pine,  and  the  rest  chestnut,  red  and 
white  oak  and  other  hard  woods.  About  fifteen  miles  of 
good  wood  road  provide  aiccess  to  almost  any  portion  of  the 
tract. 

In  managing  the  forest  it  will  be  the  policy  to  carry  on 
regular  logging  operations  and  other  woods  work  looking 
toward  the  most  productive  handling  of  the  forest,  and  in 
connection  therewith  to  teach  the  elements  and  principles 
of  technical  forestry.  Thus,  the  function  of  the  whole  tract, 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  professional  student,  might  be 
compared  to  that  of  the  hospital  in  medical  study  or  of  the 
mine  in  mining  engineering;  an  actual,  working  example  on 
a  liberal  scale  of  the  business  in  which  the  forester  expects 
employment,  accompanied  by  abundant  chance  for  the  study 
of  the  finer  and  more  theoretic  points  of  the  science.  To  this 
main  purpose  the  actual  condition  of  the  forest  is  strikingly 
well  adapted.  This  is  due  in  part  to  the  fact  that  most  of 
the  timber  can  be  very  cheaply  handled  and  commands  a 
ready  sale.  But  even  more  favorable  is  the  unusually  for- 
tunate arrangement  of  the  age-groups  or  different  generations 
of  timber.  It  so  happens  that  stands  of  varying  ages,  from 
the  small  sapling  to  the  mature  tree>  are  almost  equally  repre- 
sented on  separate  areas,  so  that  an  approach  to  a  continuous 
yield  can  be  secured  in  a  short  time.  A  working  plan  will 
be  made  for  the  forest,  according  to  which  the  amoimt  of 
the  annual  or  periodic  growth  over  the  whole  tract  wiU 
annually  or  periodically  be  cut  under  the  direction  of  the 
Division  of  Forestry.  In  addition,  yoimger  portions  of  the 
forest  will  gradually  be  brought  into  good  growing  condition 
by  improvement  cuttings,  and  the  reproduction  of  blank  and 
cut-over  areas  wiU  be  provided  for  either  by  planting  or  by 
natural  seeding. 

A  group  of  buildings,  located  on  the  northeast  tract,  will 
provide  living  quarters  and  class  rooms  for  students  and  in- 
structors, and  a  house  for  the  forest  superintendent.  In  the 
course  of  the  regular  two  years'  curriculum  instruction  will 
be  given  at  Petersham  during  the  seasons  when  the  most 
important  woods  work  is  going  on,  especially  autumn  and 
spring. 
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FOKM  OF  BEQUEST. 


I  give  to  the  Trustees  of  Public  Reservations ,  created 
by  chapter  352  of  the  Acts  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachu- 


setts for  the  year  1891,  the  sum  of. 


dollars. 


Societies  and  individuals  interested  in  Massachusetts  his- 
tory, natuml  history,  scenery,  and  town  and  country  im- 
provement, are  invited  to  contribute  to  the  working  funds 
of  this  Board.  The  treasurer  is  George  Wigglesworth,  53 
State  Street,  Boston,  The  secretary  is  John  Woodbury,  14 
Beacon  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 
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ACT  OF  INCORPORATION. 


Chapter  352,  Acts  of  1891. 

An  Act  to  establish  the  Trustees  op  Public  Reservations. 

Section  1.    Frederick  L.  Ames,  Philip  A.  Chase,  Christopher 
Clark,  Charles  E.  Codman,  Elisha  S.  Converse,  George  F.  Hoar, 
John  J.  Eussell,  Leverett  Saltonstall,  Charles  S.  Sargent,  Na- 
thaniel S.  Shaler,  George  Sheldon,  William  S.  Shnrtleff,  George 
H.  Tucker,  Francis  A.  Walker,  George  Wigglesworth,  their  asso- 
ciates and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the  name 
of  The  Trustees  of  Public  Reservations,  for  the  purpose  of  acquir- 
ing, holding,  arranging,  maintaining,  and  opening  to  the  public, 
under  suitable  regulations,  beautiful  and  historical  places  and 
tracts  of  land  within  this  Commonwealth,  with  the  powers  and 
privileges  and  subject  to  the  duties  set  forth  in  chapter  one  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  of  the  Public  Statutes  and  in  such  other  general 
laws  as  now  are  or  hereafter  may  be  in  force  relating  to  such 
corporations;  but  said  corporation  shall  have  no  capital  stock. 

Section  2.  Said  corporation  may  acquire  and  hold  by  grant, 
gift,  devise,  purchase,  or  otherwise,  real  estate,  such  as  it  may 
deem  worthy  of  preservation  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  public,  but 
not  exceeding  one  million  dollars  in  value,  and  such  other  prop- 
erty, both  real  and  personal,  as  may  be  necessary  or  proper  to 
support  or  promote  the  objects  of  the  corporation,  but  not  ex- 
ceeding in  the  aggregate  the  further  sum  of  one  million  dollars. 

Section  3.  All  personal  property  held  by  said  corporation, 
and  all  lands  which  it  may  cause  to  be  opened  and  kept  open  to 
the  public,  and  all  lands  which  it  may  acquire  and  hold  with  this 
object  in  view,  shall  be  exempt  from  taxation  in  the  same  maimer 
and  to  the  same  extent  as  the  property  of  literary,  benevolent, 
charitable,  and  scientific  institutions  incorporated  within  this 
Commonwealth  is  now  exempt  by  law ;  but  no  lands  so  acquired 
and  held  and  not  open  to  the  public  shall  be  so  exempt  from 
taxation  for  a  longer  period  than  two  years.  Said  corporation 
shall  never  make  any  division  or  dividend  of  or  from  its  property 
or  income  among  its  members. 

Section  4.    This  act  shall  take  eflEect  upon  its  passage. 
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BY-LAWS  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  PUBUC 

RESERVATIONS* 


ARTICLE    L 

Of  Membebs. 

The  members  of  the  corporation  shall  be  residents  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  their  number  shall  not  exceed  fifty. 

The  Standing  Committee  may^  if  it  sees  fit^  nominate  persons 
to  membership  by  inserting  the  names  of  candidates  upon  the 
notice  of  warning  of  any  meeting.  The  election  shall  take  place 
at  any  meeting  subsequent  to  such  notice^  and  shall  be  by  baUot 
upon  the  names  proposed  by  the  Standing  Committee;  and  any 
person  who  receives  the  votes  of  two-thirds  of  the  members 
present  and  voting  shall^  on  his  acceptance  in  writing  of  his 
election,  be  declared  and  enrolled  a  member  of  the  corporation. 
Membership  may  be  terminated  by  resignation,  and  shall  be 
terminated  by  failure  for  three  successive  years  to  attend  the 
annual  meeting;  but  in  the  latter  case  the  Standing  Committee 
may  by  vote  suspend  the  operation  of  this  rule  when  it  sees  best. 

ARTICLE    IL 

Of  Founders,  Life  Associates  and  Contributors. 

All  persons  from  whom  the  corporation  shall  receive  real  or 
personal  property  to  the  value  of  one  thousand  dollars  or  more 
shall  be  permanently  enrolled  as  Founders. 

All  persons  not  entitled  to  be  enrolled  as  Founders,  from 
whom  the  corporation  shall  receive  real  or  personal  property  to 
the  value  of  one  hundred  dollars  or  more,  shall  be  enrolled  dur- 
ing life  as  Life  Associates. 

All  persons,  societies  or  corporations  not  entitled  to  be  enrolled 
as  Founders  or  Life  Associates,  from  whom  the  corporation  shall 
receive  one  or  more  dollars,  shall  be  enrolled  as  contributors  for 
the  year  in  which  payment  of  such  sum  is  made. 
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ARTICLE    IIL 

Of  Meetings. 

1.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation  shall  be  held  on  the 
last  Wednesday  in  January,  in  Boston  or  at  such  other  city  or 
town  in  the  Commonwealth,  and  at  such  time  and  place,  as  the 
Standing  Committee  may  determine.  A  quorum  for  the  transac- 
tion of  business  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  seven  members,  but 
a  majority  of  the  members  present  and  voting  may  adjourn  any 
meeting  from  time  to  time  until  the  business  shall  have  been 
finished. 

In  the  event  of  the  annual  meeting,  by  mistake  or  otherwise, 
not  being  called  and  held  as  herein  prescribed,  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee shall  order  a  special  meeting  to  be  called  and  held  in  Uea 
of  and  for  the  purposes  of  the  annual  meeting. 

Special  meetings  of  the  corporation  may  be  called  by  the 
Standing  Committee  to  meet  at  any  time  and  place.  A  quorum 
at  a  special  meeting  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  seven  members. 

2.  At  all  meetings  the  President  shall  take  the  chair  as  soon 
as  a  quorum  is  present ;  and  the  record  of  the  preceding  meeting 
shall  then  be  read,  unless  such  reading  is  dispensed  with  by  the 
unanimous  consent  of  those  present.  After  which  at  all  special 
meetings  the  business  for  which  the  meeting  was  called  shall  be 
transacted,  and  at  the  annual  meeting  the  order  of  business  shall 
be  as  follows :  — 

First.  —  The  unfinished  business  and  the  assignments  of  the 
last  meeting  shall  be  announced  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Presi- 
dent and  taken  up  in  order. 

Second.  —  The  Secretary  shall  be  called  on  to  submit  a  written 
report  of  the  doings  .of  the  Standing  Committee  for  the  year 
ending  with  the  previous  31st  of  December. 

Third.  —  The  Treasurer  shall  be  called  upon  to  submit  a 
written  report  of  his  doings  for  the  year  ending  with  the  pre- 
vious 31st  of  December,  and  the  financial  condition  of  the  cor- 
poration of  that  date. 

Fourth.  —  The  Committee  to  audit  the  Treasurer's  accounts 
shall  be  called  on  for  a  report. 

Fifth.  —  Any  special  committee  which  may  have  been  ap- 
pointed during  the  year  shall  be  called  on  to  report. 

Sixth.  —  If  the  Standing  Committee  shall  have  proposed 
changes  in  the  By-laws,  the  same  shall  be  voted  upon  as  pro- 
vided in  Article  VII. 
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Seventh,  —  If  the  Standing  Committee  shall  have  made  any 
nominations  to  membership  in  the  corporation,  an  election  shall 
be  held  as  provided  in  Article  I. 

Eighth.  —  An  election  of  oflScers  for  the  ensuing  year  shall  be 
held,  as  provided  in  Article  IV.,  Section  1. 

Ninth.  —  On  the  announcement  of  the  vote  the  newly  elected 
President  shall  take  the  chair,  and  shall  give  the  members  present 
an  opportunity  to  present  new  business. 

Tenth.  —  The  newly  elected  President  shall  appoint  a  com- 
mittee to  audit  the  Treasurer's  accounts. 

ARTICLE    IV. 

Op  Officers. 

1.  The  officers  of  the  corporation  shall  be  a  President,  a  Vice- 
President,  a  Secretary  and  a  Treasurer.  The  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  shall  be  ex-officiis  members  of  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee, which  shall  consist  of  seven  persons  in  all.  The  officers 
and  the  Standing  Committee  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  corporation,  an  adjournment  thereof,  or 
at  a  meeting  in  lieu  of  such  annual  meeting,  as  above  provided ; 
and  they  shall  hold  their  offices  for  one  year,  or  until  others  are 
duly  chosen  and  qualified  in  their  stead.  Any  vacancy  occurring 
in  any  of  the  above  offices  from  death,  resignation  or  inability, 
shall  be  filled  by  the^  Standing  Committee  at  their  next  regular 
meeting  or  at  a  special  meeting  to  be  called  for  the  purpose 
before  such  regular  meeting. 

2.  The  President  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  corpora- 
tion. If  he  is  absent,  the  Vice-President,  and,  if  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent is  also  absent,  a  President  pro  tempore,  chosen  by  hand  vote 
of  the  members  of  the  corporation  present,  shall  preside,  and 
shall  have  all  the  powers  and  perform  all  the  duties  of  the 

President. 

3.  The  Secretary  shall  warn  the  members  of  all  meetings  of 
the  corporation,  according  as  he  may  be  directed  by  votes  of  the 
Standing  Committee.  He  shall  call  the  meetings  of  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  as  he  may  be  directed  by  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  or  on  the  request  in  writing  of  any  two  members 
thereof.  He  shall  carry  on  all  the  correspondence  of  the  corpo- 
ration not  otherwise  provided  for,  and  shall,  when  the  corre- 
spondence is  of  importance,  preserve  copies  of  the  letters  sent 
and  the  original  letters  received,  for  transmission  with  his  rec- 
ords to  his  successor  in  office.    He  shall  keep  an  exact  record  of 
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all  meetings  of  the  corporation  and  of  the  Standing  Committee, 
with  the  names  of  the  members  present,  entering  in  full  all 
reports  of  committees,  which  may  be  accepted,  by  eitiier  body, 
unless  otherwise  directed. 

At  the  January  meeting  of  the  Standing  Committee  he  shall 
make  a  written  report  of  the  doings  of  that  body  for  the  year 
ending  on  the  previous  31st  of  December ;  and,  if  the  report  is 
approved,  he  shall  present  it  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  cor- 
poration. 

4.  The  Treasurer  shall,  when  directed,  as  provided  in  the  next 
paragraph,  make  disbursements;  and  he  shall  also  collect  all 
moneys  due  to  the  corporation,  and  shall  keep  regular  and  faith- 
ful account  of  all  the  moneys  and  funds  of  the  corporation  which 
shall  come  into  his  hands  and  of  all  receipts  and  expenditures 
connected  with  the  same,  which  accounts  shall  always  be  open 
to  the  inspection  of  members  of  the  corporation.  He  shall  make 
no  investments  and  pay  no  moneys  without  either  the  approval 
of  a  majority  of  the  Standing  Committee  or  else  of  such  officer 
or  committee  as  said  Standing  Committee  shall  appoint  to  act 
for  it  in  these  matters.  At  the  January  meeting  of  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  he  shall  make  a  written  report  of  his  doings  for 
the  year  ending  on  the  previous  31st  of  December;  and,  if  his 
report  is  approved,  he  shall  present  it  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  corporation. 

ARTICLE    V. 

Of  the  Standing  Committee. 

The  Standing  Committee  shall,  at  its  first  meeting  after  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  corporation  in  each  year,  elect  a  chairman, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  preside  at  aU  meetings  of  the  committee. 
In  his  absence  a  chairman  pro  tempore  may  be  chosen  by  hand 
vote.  The  Standing  Committee  shall  meet  at  least  once  in  every 
month,  and  a  quorum  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  three  mem- 
bers. The  Standing  Committee  may  nominate  or  refuse  to  nom- 
inate new  members  of  the  corporation,  may  accept  or  decline  gifts 
offered  to  the  corporation,  may  approve  or  disapprove  invest- 
ments or  expenditures  proposed  by  the  Treasurer,  may  approve 
or  disapprove  all  bills  against  the  corporation,  may  appoiat  sub- 
committees of  their  number,  may  appoint  and  remove  agents, 
may  engage  whatever  assistance  is  needed  to  administer  the 
affairs  of  the  corporation,  may  designate  such  agents  and  em- 
ployees by  such  titles  as  they  may  deem  proper,  and,  in  general, 
may  exercise  all  the  executive  powers  of  the  corporation. 
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ARTICLE    VL 

Of  the  Seal. 

The  corporate  seal  shall  be  a  circular^  flat-faced  die  of  about 
an  inch  and  a  half  in  diameter^  with  the  name  of  the  corpora- 
tion^ the  year  of  its  organization^  the  word  '^  Massachusetts  '^  and 
the  figure  of  a  pine  tree  so  engraved  on  its  face  that  it  can  be 
embossed  on  paper  by  pressure. 

ARTICLE    VIL 

Of  Amendments. 

At  any  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation,  or  at  a  special 
meeting  called  for  the  purpose,  these  By-laws  may  be  amended, 
altered  or  repealed  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  present 
and  voting,  provided  that  notice  of  such  proposed  change  shall 
have  been  given  in  the  call  of  the  meeting. 


14  PUBLIC  RESERVATIONS. 


EIGHTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


Trustees  of  Public  Reservations. 


The  Standing  Committee  of  the  Trustees  of  Public  Eeser- 
vations  submits  herewith  its  eighteenth  annual  report 

The  Trustees  have  received  this  year  from  Mr.  Henry  H. 
Fay  and  Miss  Sarah  B.  Fay  the  gift  of  ten  acres  of  land 
in  Falmouth  as  an  addition  to  the  earlier  gift  of  their 
father,  Joseph  Story  Fay,  of  Groodwill  Park.  The  larger 
portion  of  this  land  lies  between  the  original  entrance  to 
Goodwill  Park  from  the  State  highway  and  road  to  the 
Falmouth  water  works,  which  also  connects  with  the  Park 
This  tract  is  bounded  on  the  west  by  the  State  highway  and 
on  the  east  by  Grews  Pond.  It  is  a  welcome  addition  to  the 
Park,  especially  as  it  places  in  public  control  nearly  aU  the 
shore  of  Grews  Pond.  Two  smaller  lots,  which  are  included 
in  the  same  deed,  very  much  improve  the  southwesterly 
boundary  of  the  Park.  The  terms  of  the  gift  are  the  same 
as  those  contained  in  the  earlier  deed  of  Mr.  Fay. 

The  town  of  Falmouth  made  its  usual  annual  appropria- 
tion for  the  maintenance  of  the  Park,  out  of  which  has  been 
paid  the  expense  of  repairs  of  the  roads,  further  clearing 
out  of  underbrush  and  dead  wood,  and  keeping  the  guards 
cleared.  Bv  the  death  of  Mr.  Joshua  C.  Robinson  of 
Falmouth  the  Trustees  have  lost  the  services  of  a  member 
of  the  local  jeommittee  who  had  given  much  time  and  thought 
to  the  care  of  the  Park  since  it  was  created,  and  who  enjoyed 
also  the  especial  confidence  of  Mr.  Fay  himself  in  his  lifetime. 

Virginia  Wood,  in  Stoneham,  is  still  cared  for  by  the 
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Metropolitan  Park  Commission  as  a  part  of  the  Middlesex 
Fells.  Last  year  more  anxiety  was  felt  on  account  of  the 
disease  which  attacked  so  much  of  the  pine  growth  in  New 
England.  Only  a  small  number  of  the  beautiful  trees  of  the 
Wood  have  been  lost  from  this  cause.  Dead  trees  have  been 
removed,  and  some  necessary  pruning  done.  Especial  care 
has  been  given  by  the  park  commission  to  protect  Virginia 
Wood  from  destruction  by  gypsy  and  brown-tail  moths,  to 
which  it  has  been  particularly  exposed  from  its  location  in 
the  most  thickly  infested  region  in  Massachusetts.  No  per- 
manent injury  has  been  suffered  from  this  source,  and  the 
conditions  in  this  respect  have  much  improved.  The  Wood 
is  much  visited,  especially  in  the  vicinity  of  the  brook 
and  fall,  which  are  among  the  most  picturesque  features  of 
Middlesex  Fells. 

Rocky  Narrows,  at  Sherbom,  requires  no  special  mention. 
The  local  committee  report  the  reservation  to  be  in  good  con- 
dition, and  that,  although  it  is  remote  from  highways,  the 
simple  rules  for  its  care  are  respected  by  visitors,  most  of 
whom  are  canoeists  upon  the  river.  Low  water  in  the  Charles 
River  during  the  fall  has  resulted  in  a  smaller  use  than  in 
previous  years. 

The  spread  of  the  gypsy  moth  pest  in  northeastern  Mas- 
sachusetts has  extended  to  Gloucester,  and  Mount  Ann  Park 
was  found  to  be  seriously  infested.  The  trustees  are  indebted 
to  Dr.  Kirkland,  State  Superintendent  for  the  Suppression 
of  the  Gypsy  and  Brovni-tail  Moths,  not  only  for  having  the 
Park  thoroughly  scouted,  but  also  for  providing  that  thorough 
and  effective  work  be  done,  which  without  question  preserved 
the  Park  from  loss  of  a  large  part  of  its  trees.  The  lands 
are  thickly  wooded,  and  the  thinning  that  was  found  neces- 
sary has  in  the  opinion  of  the  local  committee  been  carefully 
and  judiciously  done,  and  has  on  the  whole  improved  the 
condition  of  the  tree  growth.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
Legislature  may  see  its  way  to  add  something  to  the  general 
appropriation  made  for  gypsy  moth  work,  to  enable  the 
acting  superintendent  to  continue  this  work  so  far  as  it  is 
found  necessary  during  the  coming  year.  New  roads  have 
been  laid  out  between  Manchester  and  Essex,  which  pass 
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near  the  west  side  of  Mount  Ann,  and  a  road  or  path  con- 
necting with  them  seems  desirable. 

The  work  required  on  Governor  Hutchinson  Field  this 
year  has  been  very  little.  The  town  of  Milton  has  maintained 
a  rubbish  barrel,  which  has  contributed  to  the  appearance 
of  the  place,  although  its  use  seems  to  be  overlooked  by  some 
of  the  frequenters  of  the  field.  The  use  of  the  grounds 
seems  to  be  increasing  a  little  from  year  to  year,  which  is 
as  it  should  be.  The  quality  of  the  grass  is  always  deterio- 
rating, and  this  was  especially  noticeable  during  this  dry 
season.  The  price  obtained  for  the  standing  grass  is  there- 
fore less  from  year  to  year.  The  pine  tree  in  the  little  group 
of  trees  in  the  middle  of  the  field  has  apparently  given  in 
entirely  to  the  blight  which  has  affected  so  many  pines 
throughout  the  country.  This  is  the  more  to  be  regretted 
because  it  is  the  only  pine  of  any  size  on  the  property.  The 
gypsy  moth  has  not  materially  increased,  owing  to  the 
thorough  cleaning  up  which  the  field  was  given  last  winter. 
Burlaps  were  put  on  by  the  town  of  Milton,  and  were  tended 
also  by  the  town  employees.  If  the  extent  of  moth  infestation 
should  become  as  general  as  it  is  farther  north  in  the  district, 
it  would  seem  to  be  necessary  that  further  precautions  be 
taken,  but  just  at  present  there  is  apparently  nothing  special 
to  be  done.  The  trustees  are  indebted  to  the  executors  of  the 
will  of  Mrs.  Mary  F.  Cunningham  for  a  contribution  of 
$100  a  year,  to  be  continued  for  five  years,  and  to  be  used 
in  the  maintenance  and  improvement  of  Governor  Hutchinson 
Field;  and  also  to  Mr.  N.  H.  Stone  for  a  gift  of  $100  for 
the  same  purpose. 

Monument  Mountain,  in  Great  Barrington,  has  been  largely 
visited  during  the  summer.  A  considerable  number  use  the 
driving  road,  which  carries  one  nearly  to  the  summit.  At 
the  present  time  the  road  needs  repairs,  and  this  matter  will 
receive  due  attention  when  the  weather  permits. 

The  Pine  Knoll,  in  Sheffield,  has  been  kept  in  good  order. 
Considerable  new  fencing  will  be  needed  in  the  spring,  as 
much  of  the  old  fence  has  become  rotten  with  age.  The  town 
is  about  to  build  a  new  schoolhouse  on  the  school  lot,  which 
fronts  upon  the  Knoll.     It  will  be  remembered  that  this 
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attractive  grove  is  quite  largely  used  by  the  pupils  of  the 
school,  who  have  always  taken  much  interest  in  keeping  the 
place  in  good  order. 

Petticoat  Hill,  in  Williamsburg,  has  been  used  much  dur- 
ing the  past  year.  It  is  easily  reached  from  Northampton  by 
a  line  of  electric  cars,  which  runs  through  an  attractive 
country,  and  many  visitors  come  that  way  and  eat  their 
luncheons  on  the  slope  of  the  Hill,  under  the  trees.  The  path 
up  the  Hill,  built  last  year  by  the  further  generosity  of  Mrs. 
Nash,  has  been  kept  cleared  and  in  repair,  and  some  ad- 
ditional seats  set  up  at  convenient  places.  More  seats  seem 
to  be  needed,  and  it  is  desirable  to  arrange  some  way  of  sup- 
plying drinking  water  at  some  point  within  the  reservation. 

Your  committee  has  one  further  addition  to  its  holdings 
before  it  for  consideration  at  the  present  time,  and  is  in- 
formed that  there  are  several  proposed  gifts  which  will  be 
presented  to  the  attention  of  the  Trustees  in  the  near  future. 
The  purpose  of  this  organization,  as  your  committee  under- 
stands, was  not  to  seek  gifts,  but  rather  to  provide  a  means 
by  which  beautiful  or  historic  places  might  be  preserved  for 
the  public  through  public-spirited  action  if  no  more  con- 
venient instrumentality  was  available. 

This  body  has  always  been  interested  to  note  the  increas- 
ing public  interest  in  the  preservation  of  beautiful  places, 
and  has  from  time  to  time  made  record  of  this  advance  in 
public  opinion.  The  State  of  Massachusetts  has  in  recent 
years  shown  much  interest  in  the  preservation  of  its  mountain 
tops.  The  Blue  Hills  in  Milton  and  Quincy  were  acquired 
as  a  part  of  the  metropolitan  park  system  in  1894.  Mount 
Greylock  in  Berkshire  County  was  purchased  in  1898,  and 
by  subsequent  legislation  considerable  additions  have  been 
made  to  the  area  of  this  State  reservation.  In  1899  the  State 
authorized  the  acquirement  of  Mount  Wachusett,  and  from 
its  central  situation  it  is  probably  the  best  known  mountain 
in  Massachusetts.  The  act  for  establishing  Mount  Tom 
State  Reservation,  in  the  counties  of  Hampden  and  Hamp- 
shire, was  passed  in  1903.  In  1907  the  necessary  authority 
was  given  for  establishing  Mount  Sugar  Loaf  State  Reser- 
vation in  Franklin  County  and  Deer  Hill  State  Reservation 


18  PUBLIC   RESERVATIONS. 

in  the  county  of  Hampshire.  This  year  Mount  Everett,  in 
the  towns  of  Sheffield  and  Mount  Washington,  sometimes 
known  as  the  "  Dome,"  was  added  to  the  number.  These, 
with  Monument  Mountain  in  Great  Barrington  and  Mount 
Ann  in  Gloucester,  already  held  by  the  Trustees  of  Public 
Reservations  through  private  gift,  make  a  list  of  mountain 
tops  which  will  always  be  a  subject  of  pride  to  the  people  of 
Massachusetts  and  a  source  of  enjoyment  to  all  who  look 
upon  them. 

HENRY  P.  WALCOTT, 
CHARLES  S.  SARGENT, 
NATHANIEL  T.  KIDDER, 
CHARLES  S.  RACKEMANN, 
EDWARD  W.  FORBES, 
GEORGE  WIGGLESWORTH, 
JOHN  WOODBURY, 

Standing  Committee, 
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MSP04 


FORM  OF  BEQUEST. 


I  give  to  the  Trusteed  of  Public  Eeservations,  created 
by  chapter  352  of  the  Acts  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachu- 
setts for  the  year  1891,  the  sum  of 


dollars. 


Societies  and  indiyiduals  interested  in  Massachusetts  his- 
tory, natural  history,  scenery,  and  town  and  country  im- 
provement, are  invited  to  contribute  to  the  working  funds 
of  this  Board.  The  treasurer  is  George  Wiggles  worth,  53 
State  Street,  Boston.  The  secretary  is  John  Woodbury,  14 
Beacon  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 
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Officers  and  Members  of  the  Corporation. 

1909. 


Charlbs  W.  Eliot,  PrutderU^  Cambridge. 
Gboroe  Sheldon,  Vice-President,  Deerfield. 


STANDING  COMMITTEE. 


Hknbt  p.  Walcott,  Chairman,  Cambridge. 

Chables  S.  Sarobnt,  Brookline. 

Nathaniel  T.  Kidder,  Milton. 

Charles  S.  Rackbmann,  Milton. 

Edward  W.  Forbes,  Milton. 

George  Wigolbsworth,  Tretuiurer,  53  State  Street,  Boston. 

John  Woodbury,  Secretary,  14  Beacon  Street,  Boston. 


John  S.  Ames,  North  Easton. 
Cha-Rles  F.  Adams,  Lincoln. 
J.  F.  A.  Adams,  Pittsfield. 
Oakbs  Ames,  North  Easton. 
Olitbr  Ames,  Boston. 
FRA.NCIS  H.  Applbton,  Boston. 
E.  PiERSON  Bbbbb,  Falmouth. 
WiLJJAM  Brbwstbr,  Cambridge. 
Jambb  W.  Brooks,  Petersham. 
George  W.  Chase,  North  Adams. 
Christopher  Clarke,  Northampton. 
Charles  R.  Codman,  Cotuit. 
Dblobainb  p.  Coret,  Maiden. 
WiMTHBOP  Murray  Crane.  Dal  ton. 
George  B.  Dorr,  Boston. 
Arthur  F.  Estabrook,  Boston. 


Desmond  FitsGerald,  Brookline. 
Charles  H.  W.  Foster,  Brookline. 
Sidney  F.  Haskell,  Gloucester. 
Augustus  Hemenwat,  Canton. 
Henry  M.  Lovering,  Taunton. 
Arthur  Lyman,  Waltham. 
George  C.  Mann,  Jamaica  Plain. 
Charles  Sedgwick  Minot,  Milton. 
Robert  Sedgwick  Minot,  Dover. 
Robert  O.  Morris,  Springfield. 
Daniel  H.  Newton,  Holyoke. 
James  H.  Newton,  Holyoke. 
Frederick  L.  Olmsted,  Jr.,  Brookline. 
Henry  L.  Parker,  Worcester. 
William  Taggard  Piper,  Cambridge. 
John  Robinson,  Salem. 
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Allan  T.  Trsadwat,  Boston. 
Gborqb  H.  Tuckxb,  Pittsfield. 
William  Whitino,  Holyoke. 
Mosss  Williams,  Brookline. 


Fhank  H.  Wbioht.  Great  Barrington. 
Waltbb  C.  Wbioht.  Medford. 
Chas.  G.  Wabhbubn,  Woroeater. 


FOUNDERS. 


Mifls  HxLBN  C.  BuTLBB,  New  York. 

Mifls  Ellbn  Chasb,  Brookline. 
*Mr8.  Mabt  F.  Cunntnoham,  Milton. 
*Jo8XPH  Stobt  Fat,  Falmouth. 
*JoHN  M.  FoBBBB,  Milton. 
*Mr8.  John  M.  Fobbes,  Milton. 

Mrs.  Edith  E.  Fobbbs,  Milton. 

Edwabd  W.  Fobbbs,  Milton. 

Miss  Edith  Fobbbs,  Milton. 
*J.  Malcolm  Fobbbs,  Milton. 
*Jo6XPH  S.  Glovxb,  Boston. 


AuQDSTUS  Hbmbnwat,  CsntoB. 
*WiLLiAM  Minot,  Boston. 

Chablxs  Sbdgwick  Minot,  Mflton. 
*B.OBBBT  Sbdowick  Minot,  Manchester. 

Laubbncx  Minot,  Boston. 

Mrs.  Mabtha  W.  Nash.  Boston. 
*GxoBaB  R.  R.  RivBBS,  Milton. 

Miss  Mabt  Rivxbs,  Milton. 
*Mrs.  Fannt  Fostbr  Tudob,  Boston. 

Georgb  Wigglbswobth,  MUton. 


LIFE  ASSOCIATES. 


DwiGHT  Andbews,  Sheffield. 
Mrs.  Habbison  O.  Apthobp,  Milton. 
Mrs.  Anna  E.  Babnard.  Sheffield. 
Henrt  Brooks,  Concord. 
Petbr  C.  Brooks,  Boston. 
Shephbbd  Brooks,  Boston. 
J.  Hbnrt  Brooks,  Milton. 
Joseph  Brewer,  Milton. 
Edward  M.  Brewer,  Milton. 
Miss  Brewer,  Milton. 
John  C.  Cobb,  Milton. 
Mrs.  Louis  Cabot,  Brookline. 
Miss  C.  H.  Cabot,  Brookline. 
Mrs.  Edward  M.  Cart,  Milton. 
Miss  Hester  Cunningham,  Milton. 
Miss  Mart  E.  Dbwet,  Boston. 
Arthur  F.  Estabrook,  Boston. 
W.  E.  C.  EusTis,  Milton. 


Mrs.  Rose  D.  Fobbbs,  Milton. 
J.  MuBRAT  Fobbbs,  Milton. 
W.  Camxbon  Fobbbs,  Westwood. 
Miss  C.  F.  Fobbbs,  Milton. 
Ralph  E.  Fobbbs,  Milton. 
Samuel  Gannett,  Milton. 
H.  C.  Gaixaoheb,  Milton. 
Mrs.  Griffith,  Milton. 
Miss  M.  C.  Jackson,  Boston. 
Miss  Helen  L.  Jaques,  Milton. 
Mrs.  Francis  Jaoubs,  Milton. 
Miss  Amkua  H.  Jones.  New  Bedford. 
Mrs.  Mart  L.  Jones,  New  Bedford. 
Nathaniel  T.  Kiddeb,  Milton. 
William  C.  Lobino,  Boston. 
William  J.  Ladd,  Boston. 
Mrs.  Hbnrt  Lbs,  Brookline. 
H.  A.  Lamb,  Milton. 


Deceased. 
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Fbancis  T.  Owen,  Great  Barrington. 
Mm.  John  C.  Phillxfs.  Boeton. 
MiB.  Olzysb  W.  Pkabodt,  Milton. 
Wallace  L.  FIxbce,  Milton. 
Cbableb  S.  Ragxemann,  Milton. 
Jaiceb  Sataob  Rubsbll,  Milton. 
MiBB  Lattra  D.  RrasBiJ'.  Plymouth. 


Miafl  Mariok  Rubsell,  Boston. 
Mrs.  Henbt  S.  Rubsell,  Milton. 
Chaelbb  S.  Sabobmt,  Brookline. 
Nathaihel  H.  Stone,  Milton. 
John  E.  Thatbr*  South  Lancaster. 
William  WHiTiNa,  Hoiyoke. 
Ellebton  p.  Whitnet,  Milton. 


OFFICERS,  J89J4909. 


Pfesident 

Gboboe  F.  Hoab, 1891-1004 

Chables  W.  Eliot 1905-1000 

Vice-President 

WxLUAM  S.  Shubtletf, 1891-1895 

Gboboe  Sheldon, 1896-1909 

Cbairman  of  the  Standitig  Committee. 

Philip  A.  Chase, 1891-1893 

Chables  Eliot 1894-1897 

Philip  A.  Chase. 1897-1903 

Henbt  P.  Waloott. 1908-1909 

Treasurer* 

Geobge  Wiogleswobth, 1891-1909 

•  Secretary. 

Chables  Eliot 1891-1893 

Henbt  R.  Shaw 1894 

John  Woodbubt, 1894-1909 


LANDS  HELD  BY  THE  TRUSTEES,  DEC.  31,  J909. 

ACRES. 

Virginia  Wood 20 

GoodwiU  Park 88 

Rocky  Narrows, 21 

Mount  Ann  Park, 50 

Governor  Hutchinson's  Field. 10 

Monument  Mountain  Res^vation, 260 

The  Pmfi  Knoll 8 

Petticoat  Hill 50 
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ACT  OF  INCORPORATION. 


Chapteb  352,  Acts  of  1891. 

An  Act  to  establish  the  Trustees  of  Public  Resebvatioxs. 

Section  1.  Frederick  L.  Ames,  Philip  A.  Chase,  Christopher 
Clark,  Charles  B.  Codman,  Elisha  S.  Converse,  George  F.  Hoar, 
John  J.  Eussell,  Leverett  Saltonstall,  Charles  S.  Sargent,  Na- 
thaniel S.  Shaler,  George  Sheldon,  William  S.  Shnrtlefif,  George 
H.  Tucker,  Francis  A.  Walker,  George  Wigglesworth,  their  asso- 
ciates and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the  name 
of  The  Trustees  of  Public  Eeservations,  for  the  purpose  of  acquir- 
ing, holding,  arranging,  maintaining,  and  opening  to  the  public, 
under  suitable  regulations,  beautiful  and  historical  places  and 
tracts  of  land  within  this  Commonwealth,  with  the  powers  and 
privileges  and  subject  to  the  duties  set  forth  in  chapter  one  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  of  the  Public  Statutes  and  in  such  other  general 
laws  as  now  are  or  hereafter  may  be  in  force  relating  to  such 
corporations;  but  said  corporation  shall  have  no  capital  stock. 

Section  2,  Said  corporation  may  acquire  and  hold  by  grant, 
gift,  devise,  purchase,  or  otherwise,  real  estate,  such  as  it  may 
deem  worthy  of  preservation  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  public,  but 
not  exceeding  one  million  dollars  in  value,  and  such  other  prop- 
erty, both  real  and  personal,  as  may  be  necessary  or  proper  to 
support  or  promote  the  objects  of  the  corporation,  but  not  ex- 
ceeding in  the  aggregate  the  further  sum  of  one  million  dollars. 

Section  3.     All  personal  property  held  by  said  corporation, 
and  all  lands  which  it  may  cause  to  be  opened  and  kept  open  to 
the  public,  and  all  lands  which  it  may  acquire  and  hold  with  this 
object  in  view,  shall  be  exempt  from  taxation  in  the  same  manner 
and  to  the  same  extent  as  the  property  of  literary,  benevolent, 
charitable,  and  scientific  institutions  incorporated  within  this 
Commonwealth  is  now  exempt  by  law ;  but  no  lands  so  acquire " 
and  held  and  not  open  to  the  public  shall  be  so  exempt  froi 
taxation  for  a  longer  period  than  two  years.     Said  corporatio] 
shall  never  make  any  division  or  dividend  of  or  from  its  properl 
or  income  among  its  members. 

Section  4.     This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 
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BY-LAWS  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  PUBUC 

RESERVATIONS. 


ARTICLE    L 

Of  Membebs. 

The  members  of  the  corporation  shall  be  residents  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  their  number  shall  not  exceed  fifty. 

The  Standing  Committee  may,  if  it  sees  fit,  nominate  persons 
to  membership  by  inserting  the  names  of  candidates  upon  the 
notice  of  warning  of  any  meeting.  The  election  shall  take  place 
at  any  meeting  subsequent  to  such  notice,  and  shall  be  by  ballot 
upon  the  names  proposed  by  the  Standing  Committee ;  and  any 
person  who  receives  the  votes  of  two-thirds  of  the  members 
present  and  voting  shall,  on  his  acceptance  in  writing  of  his 
election,  be  declared  and  enrolled  a  member  of  the  corporation. 
Membership  may  be  terminated  by  resignation,  and  shall  be 
terminated  by  failure  for  three  successive  years  to  attend  the 
annual  meeting;  but  in  the  latter  case  the  Standing  Committee 
may  by  vote  suspend  the  operation  of  this  rule  when  it  sees  best. 

ARTICLE    IL 

Of  Founders,  Life  Associates  and  Contributors. 

All  persons  from  whom  the  corporation  shall  receive  real  or 
personal  property  to  the  value  of  one  thousand  dollars  or  more 
shall  be  permanently  enrolled  as  Founders. 

All  persons  not  entitled  to  be  enrolled  as  Founders,  from 
whom  the  corporation  shall  receive  real  or  personal  property  to 
the  value  of  one  hundred  dollars  or  more,  shall  be  enrolled  dur- 
ing life  as  Life  Associates. 

All  persons,  societies  or  corporations  not  entitled  to  be  enrolled 
as  Founders  or  Life  Associates,  from  whom  the  corporation  shall 
receive  one  or  more  dollars,  shall  be  enrolled  as  contributors  for 
the  year  in  which  payment  of  such  sum  is  made. 
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ARTICLE    II L 

Of  Meetings. 

1.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation  shall  be  held  on  the 
last  Wednesday  in  January,  in  Boston  or  at  such  other  city  or 
town  in  the  Commonwealth,  and  at  such  time  and  place,  aa  the 
Standing  Committee  may  determine.  A  quorum  for  the  transac- 
tion of  business  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  seven  members,  but 
a  majority  of  the  members  present  and  voting  may  adjourn  any 
meeting  from  time  to  time  until  the  business  shall  have  been 
finished. 

In  the  event  of  the  annual  meeting,  by  mistake  or  otherwise, 
not  being  called  and  held  as  herein  prescribed,  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee shall  order  a  special  meeting  to  be  called  and  held  in  lieu 
of  and  for  the  purposes  of  the  annual  meeting. 

Special  meetings  of  the  corporation  may  be  called  by  the 
Standing  Committee  to  meet  at  any  time  and  place.  A  quorum 
at  a  special  meeting  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  seven  members. 

2.  At  all  meetings  the  President  shall  take  the  chair  as  soon 
as  a  quorum  is  present;  and  the  record  of  the  preceding  meeting 
shall  then  be  read,  unless  such  reading  is  dispensed  with  by  the 
unanimous  consent  of  those  present.  After  which  at  all  special 
meetings  the  business  for  which  the  meeting  was  called  shall  be 
transacted,  and  at  the  annual  meeting  the  order  of  business  shall 
be  as  follows :  — 

First  —  The  unfinished  business  and  the  assignments  of  the 
last  meeting  shall  be  announced  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Presi- 
dent and  taken  up  in  order. 

Second.  —  The  Secretary  shall  be  called  on  to  submit  a  written 
report  of  the  doings  of  the  Standing  Committee  for  the  year 
ending  with  the  previous  31st  of  December. 

Third.  —  The  Treasurer  shall  be  called  upon  to  submit  a 
written  report  of  his  doings  for  the  year  ending  with  the  pre- 
vious Slst  of  December,  and  the  financial  condition  of  the  cor- 
poration of  that  date. 

Fourth.  —  The  Committee  to  audit  the  Treasurer's  accounts 
shall  be  called  on  for  a  report. 

Fifth.  —  Any  special  committee  which  may  have  been  ap 
pointed  during  the  year  shall  be  called  on  to  report. 

Sixth.  —  If  the  Standing  Committee  shall  have  proposed 
changes  in  the  By-laws,  the  same  shall  be  voted  upon  as  pro- 
vided in  Article  VII. 
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Seventh.  —  If  the  Standing  Committee  shall  have  made  any 
nominations  to  membership  in  the  corporation,  an  election  shall 
be  held  as  provided  in  Article  I. 

Eighth.  —  An  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  shall  be 
held,  as  provided  in  Article  IV.,  Section  1. 

Ninth.  —  On  the  announcement  of  the  vote  the  newly  elected 
President  shall  take  the  chair,  and  shall  give  the  members  present 
an  opportunity  to  present  new  business. 

Tenth.  —  The  newly  elected  President  shall  appoint  a  com- 
mittee to  audit  the  Treasurer's  accounts. 

ARTICLE    IV. 

Of  Officers. 

1.  The  officers  of  the  corporation  shall  be  a  President,  a  Vice- 
President,  a  Secretary  and  a  Treasurer.  The  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  shall  be  ex-officiis  members  of  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee, which  shall  consist  of  seven  persons  in  all.  The  officers 
and  the  Standing  Committee  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  corporation,  an  adjournment  thereof,  or 
at  a  meeting  in  lieu  of  such  annual  meeting,  as  above  provided ; 
and  they  shall  hold  their  offices  for  one  year,  or  until  others  are 
duly  chosen  and  qualified  in  their  stead.  Any  vacancy  occurring 
in  any  of  the  above  offices  from  death,  resignation  or  inability, 
shall  be  filled  by  the  Standing  Committee  at  their  next  regular 
meeting  or  at  a  special  meeting  to  be  called  for  the  purpose 
before  such  regular  meeting. 

2.  The  President  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  corpora- 
tion. If  he  is  absent,  the  Vice-President,  and,  if  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent is  also  absent,  a  President  pro  tempore,  chosen  by  hand  vote 
of  the  members  of  the  corporation  present,  shall  preside,  and 
shall  have  all  the  powers  and  perform  all  the  duties  of  the 
President. 

3.  The  Secretary  shall  warn  the  members  of  all  meetings  of 
the  corporation,  according  as  he  may  be  directed  by  votes  of  the 
Standing  Conmiittee.  He  shall  call  the  meetings  of  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  as  he  may  be  directed  by  the  chairman  of  ihe 
committee  or  on  the  request  in  writing  of  any  two  members 
thereof.  He  shall  carry  on  all  the  correspondence  of  the  corpo- 
ration not  otherwise  provided  for,  and  shall,  when  the  corre- 
spondence is  of  importance,  preserve  copies  of  the  letters  sent 
and  the  original  letters  received,  for  transmission  with  his  rec- 
ords to  his  successor  in  office.    He  shall  keep  an  exact  record  of 
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all  meetings  of  the  eorporation  and  of  the  Standing  Committee, 
with  the  names  of  the  members  present,  entering  in  full  all 
reports  of  committees,  which  may  be  accepted,  by  either  body, 
unless  otherwise  directed. 

At  the  January  meeting  of  the  Standing  Committee  he  shall 
make  a  written  report  of  the  doings  of  that  body  for  the  year 
ending  on  the  previous  31st  of  December;  and,  if  the  report  is 
approved,  he  shall  present  it  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  cor- 
poration. 

4.  The  Treasurer  shall,  when  directed,  as  provided  in  the  next 
paragraph,  make  disbursements;  and  he  shall  also  collect  all 
moneys  due  to  the  corporation,  and  shall  keep  regular  and  faith- 
ful account  of  all  the  moneys  and  funds  of  the  corporation  which 
shall  come  into  his  hands  and  of  all  receipts  and  expenditures 
connected  with  the  same,  which  accounts  shall  always  be  open 
to  the  inspection  of  members  of  the  corporation.  He  shall  make 
no  investments  and  pay  no  moneys  without  either  the  approval 
of  a  majority  of  the  Standing  Committee  or  else  of  such  oflBcer 
or  committee  as  said  Standing  Committee  shall  appoint  to  act 
for  it  in  these  matters.  At  the  January  meeting  of  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  he  shall  make  a  written  report  of  his  doings  for 
the  year  ending  on  the  previous  31st  of  December;  and,  if  his 
report  is  approved,  he  shall  present  it  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  corporation. 

ARTICLE    V. 

Of  the  Standing  Committee. 

The  Standing  Committee  shall,  at  its  first  meeting  after  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  corporation  in  each  year,  elect  a  chairman, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  preside  at  all  nleetings  of  the  committee. 
In  his  absence  a  chairman  pro  tempore  may  be  chosen  by  hand 
vote.  The  Standing  Committee  shall  meet  at  least  once  in  every 
month,  and  a  quorum  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  three  mem- 
bers. The  Standing  Committee  may  nominate  or  refuse  to  nom- 
inate new  members  of  the  corporation,  may  accept  or  decline  gifts 
offered  to  the  corporation,  may  approve  or  disapprove  invest- 
ments or  expenditures  proposed  by  the  Treasurer,  may  approve 
or  disapprove  all  bills  against  the  corporation,  may  appoint  sub 
committees  of  their  number,  may  appoint  and  remove  agents, 
may  engage  whatever  assistance  is  needed  to  administer  the 
affairs  of  the  corporation,  may  designate  such  agents  and  em- 
ployees by  such  titles  as  they  may  deem  proper,  and,  in  general 
may  exercise  all  the  executive  powers  of  the  corporation. 
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ARTICLE    VJ. 
Of  the  Seal. 

The  corporate  seal  shall  be  a  circular,  flat-faced  die  of  about 
an  inch  and  a  half  in  diameter,  with  the  name  of  the  corpora- 
tion, the  year  of  its  organization,  the  word  "  Massachusetts  "  and 
the  figure  of  a  pine  tree  so  engraved  on  its  face  that  it  can  be 
embossed  on  paper  by  pressure. 

ARTICLE    VI  L 
Of  Amendments. 

At  any  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation,  or  at  a  special 
meeting  called  for  the  purpose,  these  By-laws  may  be  amended, 
altered  or  repealed  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  present 
and  voting,  provided  that  notice  of  such  proposed  change  shall 
have  been  given  in  the  call  of  the  meeting. 
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NINETEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THB 


Trustees  of  Public  Reservations. 


The  Standing  Committee  of  the  Trustees  of  Public  Reser- 
vations submits  herewith  its  nineteenth  annual  report. 

Virginia  Wood,  in  Stoneham,  now  a  part  of  the  Middle- 
sex Fells  Reservation,  has  received  its  usual  care  from  the 
Metropolitan  Park  Commission.  No  new  work  has  been 
done  in  this  section  during  the  year,  aside  from  the  general 
care  and  work  against  the  gypsy  and  bro\vn-tail  moths.  The 
Wood  has  been  kept  in  good  condition  arid  has  been  used  by 
a  large  number  of  persons  during  the  year.  The  moth  con- 
ditions have  improved  greatly  in  this  section,  as  in  the  other 
sections  of  the  reservation,  and  no  damage  has  been  done 
to  the  foliage.  Very  few  of  the  pine  trees  have  died  during 
the  year,  and  the  growth  throughout  is  in  excellent  condi- 
tion, all  dead  and  dying  trees  having  been  removed. 

Goodwill  Park,  in  Falmouth,  has  received  another  addi- 
tion through  the  gift  of  Mr.  Henry  H.  Fay  of  a  parcel  of 
woodland  containing  about  18  acres,  lying  northeast  of  the 
original  holdings,  and  extending  from  the  highway  to  the 
shore  of  Long  Pond.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  further  gift5 
of  lands  bordering  upon  the  pond 'may  be  made  from  time 
to  time,  both  as  increasing  the  attractiveness  of  the  park  and 
at  the  same  time  giving  added  protection  to  the  water  supply 
of  the  town  of  Falmouth.  Park  benches  have  been  made 
for  the  picnic  ground  near  Long  Pond,  so  placed  as  to  com- 
mand good  views  of  the  pond.  A  new  rail  fence  has  been 
built  along  the  entire  boundary  of  the  large  parcel  which 
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was  added  to  the  park  last  year  by  the  gift  of  Mr.  Fay  and 
his  sister,  and  also  along  the  townway  to  the  pumping  sta- 
tion. The  small  addition  received  at  the  same  time  will  be 
fenced  the  coming  summer.  The  large  addition  has  been 
cleaned  of  dead  wood  and  underbrush,  so  as  to  be  safer  from 
fire  and  to  afford  chances  to  get  views  towards  Grews  Pond. 
Similar  work  and  the  cleaning  of  the  roads  in  the  original 
gift  have  continued  during  the  year. 

Rocky  Narrows,  in  Sherbom,  on  the  Charles  River,  is 
generally  in  good  condition.  It  has  been  used  as  a  favorite 
resting  place  for  canoeists  in  the  past,  and  camping  has 
been  permitted  under  reasonable  restrictions  on  the  level 
piece  of  ground  lying  north  of  the  Narrows.  Complaints 
have  come  to  your  committee  this  year  that  this  privilege 
has  been  abused,  and  unless  it  is  found  possible  to  provide 
more  supervision  than  has  been  heretofore  practicable  it  will 
probably  be  necessary  to  withdraw  this  privilege. 

Mount  Ann  Park,  in  Gloucester,  has  not  suffered  severely 
from  the  gypsy  moth,  largely  owing  to  the  work  done  in  that 
neighborhood  by  the  State  Forester.  Through  the  generosity 
of  Mr.  John  T.  Morse,  Jr.,  it  has  been  possible  to  greatly 
improve  the  road  from  New  Way  Lane  off  Essex  Avenue 
to  the  path  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  a  distance  of  over 
3,000  feet.  The  custodian  reports  that  the  improvement  of 
the  road  has  apparently  led  to  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  people  visiting  the  park.  The  tree  growth  at  the  top  of 
the  mountain  obscures  the  views  more  each  year,  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  the  trustees  will  at  some  near  time  be  able 
to  erect  a  simple  and  appropriately  designed  observation 
tower  at  the  summit. 

Governor  Hutchinson  Field,  in  Milton,  is  used  rather 
more  each  year  by  the  public,  generally  in  a  quiet  and  or- 
derly way,  though  sometimes  rocks  are  removed  from  the 
wall  and  rolled  down  the  bank.  The  grass  has  suffered  from 
the  drought,  and  is  besprinkled  more  and  more  thickly  with 
wild  carrots,  and  the  elms  suffered  considerably  from  the 
ice  storms  of  last  winter,  and  also,  of  course,  from  the 
drought.  The  trees  have  been  trimmed,  and  were,  as  usual, 
sprayed  for  elm-leaf  beetles  and  such  other  insects  as  chanced 
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to  be  on  them.  As  yet  no  leopard  moths  have  been  observed 
here,  but  they  have  been  noticed  in  Milton,  and  there  is  a 
possibility  of  infestation. 

Monument  Mountain,  in  Great  Barrington,  has  been  cared 
for  in  the  usual  manner.  It  has  become  one  of  the  places 
most  visited  in  that  part  of  the  Berkshire  Hills.  Adjacent 
owners  have  rights  of  way  over  the  mountain  road,  which 
has  been  badly  worn  the  past  year,  as  one  of  these  owners 
is  carting  out  wood  in  large  quantities.  It  has  been  arranged 
that  as  soon  as  the  hauling  is  over,  the  road  is  to  be  repaired 
without  expense  to  the  Trustees.  This  reservation  was  put 
in  great  danger  last  spring  by  a  woods  fire  which  started 
and  spread  over  a  large  area  southwest  of  the  park  boimdary. 
It  was  the  more  threatening  because  it  was  not  discovered 
until  evening.  Forces  of  men  from  Stockbridge  and  other 
adjacent  towns  turned  out,  arid  by  the  device  of  backfires 
and  by  hard  fighting  the  fire  was  kept  from  crossing  the 
boundaries,  and  was  finally  extinguished. 

Pine  Knoll,  at  Sheffield,  has  been  carefully  surveyed  this 
year,  and  stone  bounds  set  at  the  angles  in  the  boundary. 
Fences  and  the  gate  have  been  repaired,  and  the  grove  kept 
clear  of  rubbish.  The  use  of  this  holding  is  quite  local, 
but  it  appears  to  be  much  appreciated,  especially  by  the 
children  of  the  town. 

Petticoat  Hill,  at  Williamsburg,  is  visited  by  increasing 
numbers.  The  trustees  are  again  indebted  to  Mrs.  Nash 
for  bearing  the  expense  of  improvements  made  under  the 
advice  and  supervision  of  Mr.  Arthur  A.  Shurtleff,  the  land- 
scape architect.  The  path  was  begun  two  years  ago,  and  is 
now  completed  to  the  summit,  a  distance,  as  the  path  runs, 
of  nearly  half  a  mile.  The  grades  are  upon  the  easiest  lines. 
Vistas  have  been  opened  here  and  there,  and  seats  placed 
at  convenient  points.  For  the  comfort  of  the  many  people 
who  come  from  a  distance  and  eat  their  lunches  under  the 
trees,  water  has  been  brought  from  a  spring  three  hundred 
and  fifty  feet  away  to  a  suitable  location  at  the  foot  of  the 
hill.  Some  underbrush  has  been  cleared  away  and  a  number 
of  the  branches  trimmed. 

Your  annual  report  has  usually  noted  any  especially  im- 
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portant  advances  in  the  same  line  in  which  its  own  interests 
lie.  Perhaps  the  most  marked  event  is  the  general  interest 
which  has  been  aroused  recently  in  the  conservation  of  the 
natural  resources  of  the  United  States.  In  addition  to  its 
economic  importance,  this  movement  seems  likely  to  result 
in  the  preservation  of  much  thftt  is  beautiful  in  the  forests 
and  along  the  streams  throughout  the  whole  country. 

A  strong  opposition  has  developed  to  the  proposition  for 
the  United  States  government  to  release  to  the  city  of  San 
Francisco  the  Hetche-Hetchy  valley,  a  part  of  the  Yosemite 
National  Park,  for  purposes  of  a  water  supply.  It  seems 
to  be  the  opinion  of  disinterested  and  well-informed  men 
that  the  alleged  exigency  by  no  means  justifies  the  surrender 
of  what  is  universally  admitted  to  be  one  of  the  most  beau- 
tiful sections  of  this  wonderful  reservation.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  national  government  will  act  in  the  matter 
only  after  the  most  searching  examination,  and  upon  the 
advice  of  judicial-minded  and  competent  experts. 

The  reports  of  the  trustees  have  noted  from  time  to  time 
the  successful  progress  of  the  movement  for  the  preservation 
of  the  Palisades  of  the  Hudson  River.  By  recent  gifts  pro- 
posed by  the  heirs  of  E.  H.  Harriman,  supplemented  by 
magnificent  subscriptions  from  public-spirited  citizens,  it 
now  appears  certain  that  this  river  park  is  to  become  one 
of  the  largest  and  most  distinguished  in  this,  if  not  any, 
country. 

This  organization  was  not  created  primarily  to  take  active 
steps  towards  acquirement  of  beautiful  and  historic  places, 
but  rather  to  serve  as  a  vehicle  for  carrying  out  the  purposes 
.of  such  persons  or  associations  as  wished  to  take  advantage 
of  the  powers  conferred  upon  it  to  receive  and  hold  as  trus- 
tees for  the  public  gifts  of  such  beautiful  and  historic  places. 
This  duty  your  committee  believes  this  Board  is  performing 
to  the  extent  of  its  means. 

Frequently  the  trustees  are  prevented  from  considering  the 
acceptance  of  otherwise  desirable  gifts  because  they  are  with- 
out the  means  of  providing  for  maintenance  expenses.  It  is 
evident  that  until  some  benefactor  or  benefactors  shall  have 
furnished  them  with  a  working  fund  for  their  general  pur- 
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poses  the  trustees  cannot  expect  to  attain  the  best  results. 
Tour  committee,  however,  feel  that  the  limited  work  which 
you  have  so  far  been  able  to  accomplish  has  been  worth  while, 
and  is  appreciated  by  those  to  whose  knowledge  it  has  come. 

HENRY  P.  WALCOTT,  Chairman, 
CHARLES  S.  SARGENT, 
NATHANIEL  T.  KIDDER, 
CHARLES  S.  RACKEMANN, 
EDWARD  W.  FORBES, 
GEORGE  WIGGLESWORTH,  Treasurer, 
JOHN  WOODBURY,  Secretary, 

Standing  Committee. 
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APPENDIX. 


THE  HANCOCK  COUNTY  TRUSTEES  OF  PUBLIC 

RESERVATIONS. 

The  Hancock  Countv  Trustees  of  Public  Reservations  are 
incorporated  by  an  act  under  the  Maine  Legislature,  which  • 
grants  them  exemption  from  taxation  on  all  lands  held  bv 
them  for  the  use  of  the  public.  They  have  no  right  of 
eminent  domain,  so  that  all  their  holdings  have  been  ob- 
tained through  gifts  of  land,  or  through  purchases  made  with 
money  contributed  by  public-spirited  persons  who  desire  to 
promote  the  objects  of  the  corporation.  The  organization 
was  copied  from  the  ^fassachusetts  Trustees  of  Public  Keser- 
vations,  and  the  objects  of  the  two  bodies  are  the  same. 

Although  Hancock  County  includes  a  large  area  on  the 
mainland,  it  is  the  Island  of  Mt.-  Desert  which  is  the  chief 
ornament  and  asset  of  the  county ;  and  it  is  upon  this  island 
that  the  Trustees  of  Public  Reservations  have  acquired  all 
the  lands  they  now  hold.  They  have  already  acquired  large 
areas  upon  Green,  Dry  and  Xewport  Mountains,  and  several 
of  the  smaller  hills  which  lie  about  them.  It  is  the  policv 
of  the  trustees  to  acquire  the  tops  of  hills  and  mountains 
and  their  steep  slopes,  —  particularly  those  which  form  the 
watersheds  of  public  supplies  for  the  inhabited  shores  of 
the  island.  They  do  not  acquire  any  lands  which  could  be 
used  either  for  habitation  or  cultivation,  or  anv  lands  which 
could  be  reached  by  public  water  supplies,  considering  it  for 
the  public  interest  that  all  arable  or  habitable  lands  should 
be  used  commercially,  and  remain  liable  to  taxation. 

The  operations  of  the  trustees  have  already  been  carried 
far  enough  to  make  it  sure  that  'Mt  Desert  Island  will  re 
main  a  health  and  pleasure  resort  through  centuries,  its  wild 
scenery  and  its  safe  water  supplies  being  preserved  and  im- 
proved.    Xo  opposition  \vhatever  has  arisen  to  the  procee<i- 
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ings  of  the  trustees,  and  all  the  dwellers  on  the  island  hope 
that  the  trustees  may  acquire  the  greater  part  of  the  unin- 
habitable areas  in  the  eastern  half  of  the  island  and  some  of 
the  finest  spots  in  the  western  half. 

The  Massachusetts  Trustees  of  Public  Reservations  will 
doubtless  be  glad  to  hear  that  their  policies  and  methods  have 
been  advantageously  copied  in  Maine. 

CHARLES  W.  ELIOT. 

AsTicon,  Ms.,  Sept.  26,  1910. 
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FOBM  OF  BEQUEST. 


I  give  to  the  Trustees  of  Public  Reservations,  created 
by  chapter  352  of  the  Acts  of  the  Legislature  of  Miassacha- 

setts  for  the  year  1891,  the  sum  of 


-dollars. 


^* » 


Societies  and  individuals  interested  in  Massachusetts  his- 
tory,  natural  history,  scenery,  and  town  and  country  im* 
provement,  are  invited  to  contribute  to  the  working  fonds 
of  this  Board.  The  treasurer  is  George  Wigglesworih,  53 
State  Street,  Boston.  The  secretary  is  John  Woodbury,  14 
Beacon  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 


f 
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Trustees 

Public   Reservations. 
1910. 


WRIGHT  &  POTTER' PRINTING  CO.,  STATE  PRINTERS, 
18  Post  Opficb  Squabb,  Boiton. 


CXiNTEITrS* 


QmcBBS  AHD  Mmmsmmm  of  ths  Cobpoxation,  1010, 

FOVNDXBS, 


PAOI 


Owicns.  1801-1010, 

ItASDB  BMLD  BT  TBS  TBU8TBB8, 

Aji  Act  to  BtVABusH  thb  TBuarBBt  of  Pitbuo  RasBBTAnoifi,       .... 

BtoLaws, 

TwMMTiBi'H  AmruAL  Rbpobt  of  thb  Tburbbs  of  Pubuo  Rbsbbtationi,     . 
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Officers  and  Members  of  the  gc^poration. 

i9to. 


Cbablbs  W.  Exjot,  Pnaiient,  Cambridce* 
Gbobob  Sbsldon,  Vu»-Pruidentt  Deerfield. 


STANDING  COMMITTEE. 


Hbnrt  p.  Walcott,  Ckainnan^  Cambridge. 

Chablxs  S.  Sabqsmt,  Brookline. 

NATHAznvL  T.  KiDDSB,  MOton. 

Chablbs  S.  Rackbm ANN,  Milton. 

Edwabd  W.  Fobbbs,  Milton. 

Gbobob  Wigglbswobih,  Treanwer,  53  State  Street,  Boeton. 

John  Woodbubt,  Secretanf,  14  Beacon  Street.  Boston. 


John  S.  Ambs,  North  Eaeton. 
Chablbs  F.  Adams,  Linooln. 
J.  F.  A.  Adams,  Pittafield. 
Oajeeb  Ambb.  North  Easton. 
Olkybb  Amxs,  Boston. 
Fbancib  H.  Applbvon,  Boeton. 
E.  P1BB8ON  Bbbbb,  Falmouth. 
William  Bbbwstbb,  Cambridge. 
Jambs  W.  Bboobs,  Petersham. 
Gbobgb  W.  Chasb,  North  Adams. 
Chbxbtothbb  Clabkb,  Northampton. 
Chajblbs  R.  Codman,  Cotuit. 
•Dhlorainb  p.  Cobbt,  Maiden. 

WiNTBBOP  MUBBAT  CbANB,  DaltOB. 

Gbobgb  B.  Dobb,  Boston. 
Abthub  F.  Estabbook,  Boston. 


Dbsmond  FitkGbbald,  Brookline. 
Chablbs  H.  W.  Fostbb,  Brookline. 
SiDNBT  F.  Haskbll,  Glouoester. 
Augustus  Hbmbnwat,  Canton. 
Hbnbt  M.  Lotxring,  Taunton. 
Abthub  Ltman,  Waltham. 
Gbobgb  C.  Mann,  Jamaica  Plain. 
Chablbs  Sbdgwick  Minot,  Milton. 
*RoBBBT  Sbdgwick  Minot,  Dover. 
Robbbt  O.  Mobbis,  Springfield. 
Danibl  H.  Nbwton,  Holyoke. 
Jambs  H.  Nbwton,  Holyoke. 
Fbedbbicx  L.  Olmsted,  Jr.,  Brookline. 
Hbnbt  L.  Pabkbb,  Worcester. 
William  Taggabd  Pipbb,  Cambridge. 
John  Robinson,  Salem. 


*  Deceased. 
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Allan  T.  Tbbadwat,  Boston. 
Gbobob  H.  Tuukbb,  Pittsfield. 
•William  Whttino,  Holyoke. 
HosBB  Williams,  Brookline. 


Frank  H.  Wbigbt.  Gnat  Barrincton. 
Waiaib  C.  Wbiobt.  Medford. 
Crab.  G.  Wabbbubn,  WaroaBter. 


FOUNDERS. 


HiH  Hblbn  C.  Butlbb,  New  York. 

MiM  EiiLBN  Chabb,  Brookline. 
*Mrt.  Mabt  F.  Cunninqham,  Milton. 
*JoBBPB  Stobt  Fat,  Falmouth. 
*JoHN  M.  Fobbbs,  Milton. 
*Mra.  John  M.  Fobbbb,  Milton. 

Mrs.  Edith  E.  Fobbbs,  Milton. 

Edwabd  W.  Fobbbs,  Mflton. 

Miss  Edith  Fobbbs,  Milton. 
*J.  Malcolm  Fobbbs,  MUton. 
*JoBBPH  B.  Glotbb,  Boston. 


AuGUBTUS  Hbmbnwat,  Osnton. 
•William  Minot,  Boston. 

Ckablbb  Bbdowiok  Minot,  Milton. 
*RoBBBT  Sbdowick  Minot,  Manehestef. 

Laubbncb  Minot,  Boston. 

Mrs.  Mabtha  W.  Nabh,  Boston. 
^Gbobqb  R.  R.  Riybbb,  Milton. 

Miss  Mabt  Ritbbs,  Milton. 
*Mrs.  Fannt  Foctbb  Tvdob,  Boston. 

Gbobob  Wioolbswobth,  Milton. 


LIFE  ASSOCIATES. 


DwiOHT  Andbbws,  SheflBeld. 
Mrs.  Habbibon  O.  Aptbobp,  Milton. 
Mrs.  Anna  E.  Babnabd,  Sheflield. 
Hbnbt  Bbooks,  Concord. 
Pbtbb  C.  Bbooks,  Boston. 
Shbphbbd  Bbooks,  Boston. 
J.  Hbnbt  Bbooks,  Milton. 
JosBPH  Bbbwbb,  Milton. 
Edward  M.  Bbbwbb,  Milton. 
MisB  Bbbwbb,  Milton. 
John  C.  Cobb,  Milton. 
Mrs.  Louis  Cabot,  Brookline. 
Miss  C.  H.  Cabot,  Brookline. 
Mrs.  Eowabo  M.  Cabt,  Milton. 
Miss  Hbbtbb  Cunningham,  Milton. 
Miss  Mabt  E.  Dbwbt,  Boston. 
Abthub  F.  Estabbook,  Boston. 
W.  E.  C.  Eustis,  Milton. 


Mrs.  RosB  D.  Fobbbs,  Milton. 

J.  MuBBAT  Fobbbs,  Milton. 

W.  Cambbon  Fobbbs,  Westwood. 

Miss  C.  F.  Fobbbs,  Milton. 

Ralph  E.  Fobbbs,  Milton. 

Samubl  Gannbtt,  Milton. 

H.  C.  Gallaohbb,  MUton. 

Mrs.  GsirriTH,  MUton. 

Miss  M.  C.  Jackson,  Boston. 

Miss  Hblbn  L.  Jaqubs,  Milton. 

Mrs.  Fbancib  Jaoubs,  Milton. 

Mils  Amblla  H.  Jonbs,  New  Bedford. 

Mrs.  Mabt  L.  Jonbs,  New  Bedford. 

Nathanibl  T.  Kiddbb,  MUton. 

William  C.  Lobing,  Boston. 

William  J.  Lado,  Boston. 

Mrs.  Hbnbt  Lbb,  Brookline. 

H.  A.  Lamb,  MUton. 
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Tbascsb  T.  Owbn,  Great  Barrington. 
MxB.  JoHH  C.  PHXLUPe,  Boston. 
Ifn.  Olxtir  W.  Pxabodt,  Milton. 
Walulo  L.  Pxxrcs.  Milton. 
Crablss  S.  HACKVMAirN,  Milton. 
Jambb  Sayaoi  Rubobll,  Milton. 
MiM  Lauba  D.  RxnssLL,  Pljnnouth. 


Min  Mabion  Rttmbll,  Boston. 
Mxs.  Hbnbt  S.  RuBBn.L,  Milton. 
Chablbb  B.  Sabobmt.  Brookline. 
Natbahibl  H.  BroNB,  Milton. 
John  E.  Tbatbb,  Sonth  Lancaster. 
Ellbbtoxt  p.  Wmrrar,  Mflton. 


omcERs,  mutno. 


Qbobob  F.  Hoab, 1891-1904 

Chablbb  W.  Buot 1901^1910 

Vice-Pretiacnt. 

WnxiAM  8.  Shubslbtf 1891-1895 

Gbobsb  Sbbldon, 1896-1910 

Chainnan  of  the  Standing  G)nmiittee* 

Philip  A.  Chabb, 1891-1898 

Chablbb  Euot. 1891-1897 

PHiLir  A.  Chabb, 1897-1908 

Hbnbt  P.  Walcott 1908-1910 

Treasurer* 
Gbobob  Wioolbbwobth, 1891-1910 

Secretary* 

Chablbb  Euot, 1891-1898 

Hbnbt  R.  Shaw, 1894 

John  Woodbubt, 1894-1910 

LANDS  HELD  BY  THE  TRUSTEES,  DEC  3J,  J9W. 

ACBBB. 

ViivniaWood, 20 

Goodwill  Park *.        .        .        .  88 

Rooky  Narrows, 21 

Mount  Ann  Park, 50 

Governor  Hutchinson's  Field 10 

Monument  Mountain  Reservation 260 

The  Pine  Enoll, 8 

Petticoat  HiU 60 
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ACT  OF  INOORPORATION. 


Chapteb  352,  Acts  of  1891. 

An  Act  to  establish  the  Trustees  of  Public  Ebservations. 

Section  1.  Frederick  L.  Ames,  Philip  A.  Chase,  Christopher 
Clark,  Charles  E.  Codman,  Elisha  S.  Converse,  George  F.  Hoar, 
John  J.  Enssell,  Leverett  Saltonstall,  Charles  S.  Sargent,  Na- 
thaniel S.  Shaler,  George  Sheldon,  William  S.  Shurtleff,  George 
H.  Tucker,  Francis  A.  Walker,  George  Wigglesworth,  their  asso- 
ciates and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the  name 
of  The  Trustees  of  Public  Eeservations,  for  the  purpose  of  acquir- 
ing, holding,  arranging,  maintaining,  and  opening  to  the  public, 
under  suitable  regulations,  beautiful  and  historical  places  and 
tracts  of  land  within  this  Commonwealth,  with  the  powers  and 
privileges  and  subject  to  the  duties  set  forth  in  chapter  one  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  of  the  Public  Statutes  and  in  such  other  general 
laws  as  now  are  or  hereafter  may  be  in  force  relating  to  such 
corporations;  but  said  corporation  shall  have  no  capital  stock. 

Section  2.  Said  corporation  may  acquire  and  hold  by  grant, 
gift,  devise,  purchase,  or  otherwise,  real  estate,  such  as  it  may 
deem  worthy  of  preservation  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  public,  but 
not  exceeding  one  million  dollars  in  value,  and  such  other  prop- 
erty, both  real  and  personal,  as  may  be  necessary  or  proper  to 
support  or  promote  the  objects  of  the  corporation,  but  not  ex- 
ceeding in  the  aggregate  the  further  sum  of  one  million  dollars. 

Section  3.  All  personal  property  held  by  said  corporation, 
and  all  lands  which  it  may  cause  to  be  opened  and  kept  open  to 
the  public,  and  all  lands  which  it  may  acquire  and  hold  with  this 
object  in  view,  shall  be  exempt  from  taxation  in  the  same  maimer 
and  to  the  same  extent  as  the  property  of  literary,  benevolent, 
charitable,  and*  scientific  institutions  incorporated  within  this 
Commonwealth  is  now  exempt  by  law;  but  no  lands  so  acquired 
and  held  and  not  open  to  the  public  shall  be  so  exempt  from 
taxation  for  a  longer  period  than  two  years.  Said  corporation 
shall  never  make  any  division  or  dividend  of  or  from  its  property 
or  income  among  its  members. 

Section  4.    This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 
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BY-LAWS  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  PUBLIC 

LVATIONS* 


ARTICLE    L 

Of  Mehbebs. 

The  members  of  the  corporation  shall  be  residents  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  their  number  shall  not  exceed  fifty. 

The  Standing  Committee  may^  if  it  sees  fit^  nominate  persons 
to  membership  by  inserting  the  names  of  candidates  upon  the 
notice  of  warning  of  any  meeting.  The  election  shall  take  place 
at  any  meeting  subsequent  to  such  notice,  and  shall  be  by  ballot 
upon  the  names  proposed  by  the  Standing  Committee;  and  any 
person  who  receives  the  votes  of  two-thirds  of  the  members 
present  and  voting  shall;,  on  his  acceptance  in  writing  of  his 
election,  be  declared  and  enrolled  a  member  of  the  corporation. 
Membership  may  be  terminated  by  resignation,  and  shall  be 
terminated  by  failure  for  three  successive  years  to  attend  the 
annual  meeting;  but  in  the  latter  case  the  Standing  Committee 
may  by  vote  suspend  the  operation  of  this  rule  when  it  sees  best. 

ARTICLE    IL 

Of  Founders,  Life  Associates  and  Contributors. 

All  persons  from  whom  the  corporation  shall  receive  real  or 
personal  property  to  the  value  of  one  thousand  dollars  or  more 
shall  be  permanently  enrolled  as  Founders. 

All  persons  not  entitled  to  be  enrolled  as  Founders,  from 
whom  the  corporation  shall  receive  real  or  personal  properly  to 
the  value  of  one  hundred  dollars  or  more,  shall  be  enrolled  dur- 
ing life  as  Life  Associates. 

All  persons,  societies  or  corporations  not  entitled  to  be  enrolled 
as  Founders  or  Life  Associates,  from  whom  the  corporation  shall 
receive  one  or  more  dollars,  shall  be  enrolled  as  contributors  for 
the  year  in  which  payment  of  such  sum  is  made. 
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ARTICLE    IIL 

Op  Meetings. 

1.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation  shall  be  held  on  the 
last  Wednesday  in  January,  in  Boston  or  at  such  other  city  or 
town  in  the  Commonwealth,  and  at  such  time  and  place,  as  the 
Standing  Committee  may  determine.  A  quorum  for  the  transac- 
tion of  business  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  seven  members,  but 
a  majority  of  the  members  present  and  voting  may  adjourn  any 
meeting  from  time  to  time  until  the  business  shall  have  been 
finished. 

In  the  event  of  the  annual  meeting,  by  mistake  or  otherwise, 
not  being  called  and  held  as  herein  prescribed,  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee shall  order  a  special  meeting  to  be  called  and  held  in  lieu 
of  and  for  the  purposes  of  the  annual  meeting. 

Special  meetings  of  the  corporation  may  be  called  by  the 
Standing  Committee  to  meet  at  any  time  and  place.  A  quorum 
at  a  special  meeting  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  seven  members. 

2.  At  all  meetings  the  President  shall  take  the  chair  as  soon 
as  a  quorum  is  present;  and  the  record  of  the  preceding  meeting 
shall  then  be  read,  unless  such  reading  is  dispensed  with  by  the 
unanimous  consent  of  those  present.  After  which  at  all  special 
meetings  the  business  for  which  the  meeting  was  called  shall  be 
transacted,  and  at  the  annual  meeting  the  order  of  business  shall 
be  as  follows :  — 

First.  —  The  unfinished  business  and  the  assignments  of  the 
last  meeting  shall  be  announced  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Presi- 
dent and  taken  up  in  order. 

Second.  —  The  Secretary  shall  be  called  on  to  submit  a  written 
report  of  the  doings  of  the  Standing  Conmiittee  for  the  year 
ending  with  the  previous  31st  of  December. 

Third,  —  The  Treasurer  shall  be  called  upon  to  submit  a 
written  report  of  his  doings  for  the  year  ending  with  the  pre- 
vious Slst  of  December,  and  the  financial  condition  of  the  cor- 
poration of  that  date. 

Fourth.  —  The  Committee  to  audit  the  Treasurer's  accounts 
shall  be  called  on  for  a  report. 

Fifth.  —  Any  special  committee  which  may  have  been  ap- 
pointed during  the  year  shall  be  called  on  to  report. 

Sixth.  —  If  the  Standing  Committee  shall  have  proposed 
changes  in  the  By-laws,  the  same  shall  be  voted  upon  as  pro- 
vided in  Article  VII. 
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Seventh,  —  If  the  Standing  Committee  shall  have  made  any 
nominations  to  membership  in  the  corporation,  an  election  shall 
be  held  as  provided  in  Article  I. 

Eighth.  —  An  election  of  ofiBcers  for  the  ensuing  year  shall  be 
held,  as  provided  in  Article  IV.,  Section  1. 

Ninth.  —  On  the  announcement  of  the  vote  the  newly  elected 
President  shall  take  the  chair,  and  shall  give  the  members  present 
an  opportunity  to  present  new  business. 

Tenth.  —  The  newly  elected  President  shall  appoint  a  com- 
mittee to  audit  the  Treasurer's  accounts. 

ARTICLE    IV. 

Op  Ojppicebs. 

1.  The  officers  of  the  corporation  shall  be  a  President,  a  Vice- 
President,  a  Secretary  and  a  Treasurer.  The  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  shall  be  ex-officiis  members  of  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee, which  shall  consist  of  seven  persons  in  all.  The  officers 
and  the  Standing  Committee  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  corporation,  an  adjournment  thereof,  or 
at  a  meeting  in  lieu  of  such  annual  meeting,  as  above  provided ; 
and  they  shall  hold  their  offices  for  one  year,  or  until  others  are 
duly  chosen  and  qualified  in  their  stead.  Any  vacancy  occurring 
in  any  of  the  above  offices  from  death,  resignation  or  inability, 
shall  be  filled  by  the  Standing  Committee  at  their  next  regular 
meeting  or  at  a  special  meeting  to  be  called  for  the  purpose 
before  such  regular  meeting. 

2.  The  President  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  corpora- 
tion. If  he  is  absent,  the  Vice-President,  and,  if  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent is  also  absent,  a  President  pro  tempore,  chosen  by  hand  vote 
of  the  members  of  the  corporation  present,  shall  preside,  and 
shall  have  all  the  powers  and  perform  all  the  duties  of  the 

President. 

3.  The  Secretary  shall  warn  the  members  of  all  meetings  of 

the  corporation,  according  as  he  may  be  directed  by  votes  of  the 
Standing  Committee.  He  shall  call  the  meetings  of  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  as  he  may  be  directed  by  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  or  on  the  request  in  writing  of  any  two  members 
thereof.  He  shall  carry  on  all  the  correspondence  of  the  corpo- 
ration not  otherwise  provided  for,  and  shall,  when  the  corre- 
spondence is  of  importance,  preserve  copies  of  the  letters  sent 
and  the  original  letters  received,  for  transmission  with  his  rec- 
ords to  his  successor  in  office.    He  shall  keep  an  exact  record  of 
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all  meetings  of  the  corporation  and  of  the  Standing  Committee^ 
with  the  names  of  the  members  present^  entering  in  full  all 
reports  of  committees,  which  may  be  accepted,  by  either  body, 
unless  otherwise  directed. 

At  the  January  meeting  of  the  Standing  Conmiittee  he  shall 
make  a  written  report  of  the  doings  of  that  body  for  the  year 
ending  on  the  previous  Slst  of  December;  and,  if  the  report  is 
approved,  he  shall  present  it  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  cor- 
poration. 

4.  The  Treasurer  shall,  when  directed,  as  provided  in  the  next 
paragraph,  make  disbursements;  and  he  shall  also  collect  all 
moneys  due  to  the  corporation,  and  shall  keep  regular  and  faith- 
ful account  of  all  the  moneys  and  funds  of  the  corporation  which 
shall  come  into  his  hands  and  of  all  receipts  and  expenditures 
connected  with  the  same,  which  accounts  shall  always  be  open 
to  the  inspection  of  members  of  the  corporation.  He  shall  make 
no  investments  and  pay  no  moneys  without  either  the  approval 
of  a  majority  of  the  Standing  Committee  or  else  of  such  oflBcer 
or  committee  as  said  Standing  Committee  shall  appoint  to  act 
for  it  in  these  matters.  At  the  January  meeting  of  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  he  shall  make  a  written  report  of  his  doings  for 
the  year  ending  on  the  previous  31st  of  December;  and,  if  his 
report  is  approved,  he  shall  present  it  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  corporation. 

ARTICLE    V. 

Of  the  Standing  Committee. 

The  Standing  Committee  shall,  at  its  first  meeting  after  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  corporation  in  each  year,  elect  a  chairman, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  committee. 
In  his  absence  a  chairman  pro  tempore  may  be  chosen  by  hand 
vote.  The  Standing  Committee  shall  meet  at  least  once  in  every 
month,  and  a  quorum  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  three  mem- 
bers. The  Standing  Committee  may  nominate  or  refuse  to  nom- 
inate new  members  of  the  corporation,  may  accept  or  decline  gifts 
offered  to  the  corporation,  may  approve  or  disapprove  invest- 
ments or  expenditures  proposed  by  the  Treasurer,  may  approve 
or  disapprove  all  bills  against  the  corporation,  may  appoint  sub- 
committees of  their  number,  may  appoint  and  remove  agents, 
may  engage  whatever  assistance  is  needed  to  administer  the 
affairs  of  the  corporation,  may  designate  such  agents  and  em- 
ployees by  such  titles  as  they  may  deem  proper,  and,  in  general, 
may  exercise  all  the  executive  powers  of  the  corporation. 
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ARTICLE    VL 

Op  the  Seal. 

The  corporate  seal  shall  be  a  circular,  flat-faced  die  of  about 
an  inch  and  a  half  in  diameter,  with  the  name  of  the  corpora- 
tion, the  year  of  its  organization,  the  word  "  Massachusetts  '^  and 
the  figure  of  a  pine  tree  so  engraved  on  its  face  that  it  can  be 
embossed  on  paper  by  pressure. 

ARTICLE    VIL 
Of  Amendments. 

At  any  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation,  or  at  a  special 
meeting  called  for  the  purpose,  these  By-laws  may  be  amended, 
altered  or  repealed  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  present 
and  voting,  provided  that  notice  of  such  proposed  change  shall 
have  been  given  in  the  call  of  the  meeting. 
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TWENTIETH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


Trustees  of  Pubuc  Reservations. 


The  Standing  Committee  of  the  Trustees  of  Public  Eeser- 
vations  submits  herewith  its  twentieth  annual  report. 

Virginia  Wood,  in  Stoneham,  now  a  part  of  the  Middlesex 
Fells  Reservation,  is  cared  for  by  the  Metropolitan  Park 
Comjnission.  Aside  from  the  general  care  of  the  Wood,  the 
moth  work  and  general  cleaning  up,  no  new  work  has  been 
done  in  this  portion  of  the  reservation  during  the  year.  The 
paths  and  walks  have  been  kept  in  repair,  and  Virginia 
Wood  has  been  visited  by  a  large  number  of  persons.  The 
moth  conditions  are  improving  from  year  to  year,  and  no 
damage  whatever  was  done  to  the  foliage  during  the  past 
year.  Rough  creosote  work  was  done  and  the  whole  of  the 
trelB  growth  thoroughly  sprayed  with  arsenate  of  lead.  The 
condition  of  the  tree  growth  is  excellent,  and  the  small  pines 
along  Woodland  Road,  where  thinning  was  done  some  years 
ago,  are  making  an  especially  fine  growth. 

Goodwill  Park,  at  Falmouth,  has  been  administered  as 
usual  by  a  local  committee,  and  the  funds  for  the  purpose 
were  furnished,  as  heretofore,  from  an  appropriation  made 
by  the  town.  The  fence  bounding  the  Park  along  the  high- 
ways on  the  east  and  west  has  been  completed  this  year  and 
is  now  in  good  condition.  The  work  of  cleaning  out  the 
underbrush  has  been  continued,  and  the  roads  and  picnic 
jQ^ounds  have  been  kept  in  fine  condition.  The  large  spread- 
ing oak  tree  was  seriously  damaged  by  a  storm  in  August, 
but  fortunately  a  good  photograph,  which  was  reproduced  in 
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last  year's  report,  shows  it  as  it  was  before  the  injury  was 
done.  Complaint  was  made  by  a  citizen  of  Falmouth  to  the 
water  board  that  a  child  had  been  s^en  sitting  on  the  boat 
landing  and  dipping  its  feet  in  Long  Pond,  the  source  of  the 
local  water  supply,  and  at  the  request  of  that  Board  it  was 
decided  to  remove  the  landing  next  spring  to  Grew's  Pond, 
a  "  small "  pond  almost  surrounded  by  the  Park,  and  a  path 
to  the  water  and  a  new  picnic  ground  was  roughly  cleared  in 
preparation  for  the  change. 

Rocky  Narrows  is  a  beautiful  and  extremely  picturesque 
spot  on  the  Charles  River  in  Sherbom,  just  where  the  bound- 
ary lines  of  that  town  meet  the  boundaries  of  Dover  and  Med- 
field.  It  is  difficult  of  access  except  from  the  river,  but  has 
long  been  a  favorite  resort  of  canoeists.  For  a  number  of 
years  the  few  simple  rules  were  observed  by  visitors  and  the 
slight  conveniences  provided  for  campers  and  picnickers  were 
properly  used.  In  the  past  two  years,  however,  some  acts  of 
vandalism  have  been  committed,  and  the  privilege  of  camp- 
ing in  some  cases  has  been  abused.  It  is  apparently  necessary 
for  your  committee,  before  the  next  boating  season,  to  adopt 
some  stringent  rules  and  to  provide  for  more  continuous 
oversight  of  this  reservation. 

Mount  Ann  Park,  in  Gloucester,  is  still  maintained  ac- 
cording to  the  wishes  of  those  who  gave  it  to  the  public  as 
a  *^wild  park."  Your  committee,  however,  does  not  under- 
stand this  to  preclude  making  it  more  accessible  and  usable 
by  the  building  of  some  additional  paths  and  roads  and  the 
improving  of  those  already  in  use.  It  has  been  suggested 
that  a  road  from  Forest  Lane  to  Mount  Ann,  and  another 
to  connect  with  the  road  recently  built  between  Essex  Avenue 
and  Magnolia,  are  desirable,  and  should  funds  become  avail- 
able for  such  work  they  would  have  careful  consideration. 
The  most  needed  improvement,  however,  has  often  been 
spoken  of,  namely,  an  observatory  of  appropriate  character 
on  the  summit  of  Mount  Ann.  A  recent  suggestion  has  been 
made  that  such  a  viewpoint  would  have  a  utilitarian  value 
as  a  watch  tower,  whence,  in  dangerous  seasons,  a  watch 
might  be  maintained  to  observe  the  beginning  of  wood  fires 
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and  to  sound  a  timely  alarm.  The  result  would  be  to  cheek 
the  spreading  of  such  fires  over  wide  areas,  and  the  eon- 
sequent  destruction  of  valuable  woodland,  which  has  become 
too  common  in  this  State.  Your  committee  for  the  coming 
year  will  probably  find  it  desirable  to  give  all  of  these  sugges- 
tions careful  consideration. 

Governor  Hutchinson  Field  has  suffered  from  drought,  but 
probably  not  so  much  that  it  will  not  respond  to  the  influence 
of  a  rainy  season.  It  is,  however,  desirable  to  manure  the 
ground,  especially  near  the  street,  where  the  elm  trees  are 
becoming  weak  for  want  of  proper  nourishment.  The  wall 
f»n  the  street  is  gradually  falling  to  pieces,  and  if  it  is  to  re- 
main should  be  repaired  at  once.  Gypsy  moths  have  increased 
along  the  foot  of  the  field,  and  as  it  was  some  time  since 
that  section  had  had  a  thorough  going  over,  the  young  trees 
were  thinned.  Such  weedy  growths  as  gray  birches  and  wild 
cherries  were  removed  entirely.  The  use  of  the  Field  by  the 
public  remains  about  the  same  as  in  previous  years.  At  the 
time  of  the  aviation  meet  at  Squantum,  however,  it  proved 
to  be  a  favorable  spot  for  viewing  the  maneuvers  of  the  flying 
machines. 

Monument  Mountain,  in  Great  Barrington,  which  is  a 
forested  reservation,  has  been  several  times  threatened  with 
fire  since  it  has  been  in  the  care  of  this  Board.  In  our  last 
report  account  was  given  of  the  active  and  successful  fight 
which  had  been  made  that  spring  to  exclude  a  forest  fire 
from  its  boundaries.  This  year  we  have  been  less  fortunate. 
During  the  early  summer  a  fire,  starting  from  some  unknown 
cause  within  the  limits  of  the  reservation,  burned  over  several 
acres  near  the  top  of  the  mountain.  It  will  be  necessary, 
both  for  the  sake  of  appearance  and  also  as  a  protection 
against  fires  in  the  future,  which  spread  more  rapidly  through 
the  debris  of  a  burned  region,  to  remove  the  partially  burned 
and  dead  wood,  and  it  may  be  found  desirable  in  some  sec- 
tions to  do  thinning,  both  to  render  it  easier  to  fight  this 
always  pending  danger  and  at  the  same  time  to  strengthen 
the  better  tree  growth.  It  is  the  opinion,  however,  of  your 
present  committee  that  such  work  should  be  done  only  under 
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the  direction  of  a  competent  adviser.  A  portion  of  this  reser- 
vation is  subject  to  a  life  estate,  and  with  the  consent  of  the 
life  tenant  some  gravel  has  been  taken  from  the  reservation 
for  road  repairs  by  the  town.  The  claim  of  the  trustees  made 
through  your  committee  that  this  material  was  in  some  part 
their  property  has  been  recognized  by  the  town,  and  payment 
will  be  made  to  the  trustees  therefor. 

The  Pine  KnoU,  in  SheflSeld,  has  only  required  the  usual 
care  during  the  year  and  has  been  kept  in  good  condition. 
Its  use  is  largely  local,  and  it  is  especially  frequented  by  the 
school  children  of  the  village. 

At  Petticoat  Hill,  in  Williamsburg,  the  path  to  the  summit 
was  quite  badly  washed  during  the  winter,  but  has  been  put 
in  good  repair  again.  There  were  a  large  number  of  visitors 
during  the  summer,  and  the  drinking  place,  which  was  piped 
down  from  the  spring  above  to  a  point  near  the  entrance  to 
the  summit  path,  proved  to  be  a  great  convenience.  At  the 
end  of  the  very  dry  season  the  spring  failed,  but  this  is  not 
likely  to  occur  under  ordinary  conditions.  So  many  lunch 
boxes  and  papers  are  left  about  that  it  is  proposed  to  place 
rubbish  barrels  rn  convenient  locations  next  spring  in  the 
hope  that  picnickers  will  co-operate  in  keeping  the  place  neat 
and  attractive. 

No  additions  to  the  holdings  of  the  trustees  have  been  made 
the  past  year.  Under  the  will  of  the  late  Amor  L.  Hollings- 
worth  a  conditional  gift  was  made  for  park  purposes  of  a 
tract  of  land  in  Milton,  lying  between  Brush  Hill  Road  and 
Blue  Hill  Avenue,  and  adjacent  to  the  former  residence  of 
Mr.  Hollingsworth.  By  the  term  of  the  will  the  land  was 
first  to  be  offered  to  the  Metropolitan  Park  Commission  of 
Boston,  and,  in  case  of  their  failure  to  accept  it,  it  was  next 
to  be  offered  to  this  Board,  and  in  case  of  its  acceptance  the 
will  provided  a  fund  of  $3,000,  the  income  of  which  would 
be  available  for  its  maintenance.  The  Metropolitan  Park 
Commission  having  declined  the  gift,  it  became  the  duty  of 
your  Standing  Committee  to  consider  the  question  of  its 
acceptance.  The  land  is  in  a  wholly  undeveloped  condition 
and  though  wooded  has  few  trees  of  especial  distinction; 
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although  it  has  some  attractive  spots  within  its  boundaries 
it  has  no  distinctive  features  of  sylvan  beauty  which  would 
differentiate  it  from  any  other  tract  of  woodland  in  this 
vicinity.     The  proximity  of  the  large  and  interesting  Blue 
Hills  Reservation  of  the  metropolitan  park  system,  a  large 
portion  of  which  is  in  Milton;  the  existence  of  other  large 
park  areas  in  this  part  of  the  metropolitan  district,  such  as 
Stony  Brook  Reservation  and  Franklin  Park;  and  the  fact 
that  the  town  of  Milton  has  already  established  within  its 
borders  a  number  of  local  parks,  led  your  committee  to  be- 
lieve that  there  was  no  sufficient  reason  to  justify  its  accept- 
ance of  this  land  to  be  forever  maintained  as  a  wild  bit  of 
park  land.     To  develop  this  land  into  a  finished  park  or 
adapt  it  to  playground  purposes  would  require  a  large  ex- 
penditure for  construction  and  a  considerable  amount  an- 
nually for  proper  maintenance :  much  more,  of  course,  than 
would  be  available  from  the  proposed  fund  for  that  purpose. 
The  town  of  Milton  already  has,  through  the  generosity  of 
Mr.  EoUingsworth  in  his  lifetime,  a  small  park  quite  near 
the  land  in  question,  and  sufficiently  large  for  what  appears 
to  be  the  future  needs  of  this  section  of  Milton.    After  care- 
ful consideration  of  the  whole  matter  it  seemed  best  to  your 
committee  to  decline  the  gift,  which  it  did  with  regret  as  it 
recognized  the  public  spirit  and  good  intention  of  the  testator. 
Record  should  be  made  of  the  death  during  the  past  year 
of  three  members  of  the  corporation ;  Deloraine  P.  Corey  of 
Maiden  had  been  a  member  of  the  trustees  from  its  inception. 
He  was  a  most  constant  attendant  at  its  meetings,  was  in- 
terested in  all  its  activities  and  had  served  on  its  committees 
from  time  to  time.     Robert  Sedwick  Minot  of  Dover  had 
been  a  member  of  the  trustees  for  a  number  of  years.    It  was 
principally  through  his  interest  that  Mount  Anne  Park,  in 
Gloucester,  was  acquired  by  him  and  his  brothers  and  placed 
in  the  hands  of  the  trustees  to  be  maintained  as  a  wild  park 
in  memory  of  their  brother  Henry  Davis  Minot,  the  well- 
known  ornithologist  and  naturalist.     He  was  also  of  assist- 
ance to  the  Board  in  serving  as  the  local  committee  in  the 
care  of  Rocky  Narrows  on  tJbe  Charles  River,  not  far  from 
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his  home  in  Dover.  William  Whiting  of  Holyoke  was  one 
of  the  oldest  memhers  of  the  corporation,  and  although  of  late 
years  he  was  unable  to  take  part  in  the  activities  of  the  cor- 
poration, he  gave  to  it  the  support  of  his  name  and  interest. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  P.  WALCOTT,  Chairman, 

CHARLES  S.  SARGENT, 

NATHANIEL  T.  KIDDER, 

CHARLES  S.  RACKEMANN, 

EDWARD  W.  FORBES, 

GEORGE  WIGGLESWORTH,  Treasurer, 

JOHN  WOODBURY,  Secretary, 

Standing  Committee, 

Jan.  26,  1911. 
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Ei«LXBTON  P.  Whitney,  Milton. 


OFFICERS,  1881-1911. 


President. 

Geobqe  T.  Hoab, 1801-1904 

0habi<b8  W.  Eliot 1905-1911 

Vice-President. 

William  8.  Shvetlbtf, 1891-189^5 

Oeobox  Sheldon, 1896-1911 

diairman  of  the  Standing  Committee. 

Philip  A.   Chase 1891-1898 

Oharles  Eliot, 1894-1897 

Philip  A.   Ohasx, 1897-1908 

Henbt  p.  Walcott, 1903-1911 

Treasurer. 

OEOBOE    WiGOLESWOBTH, 1891-1911 

Secretary. 

Ohables  Eliot 1891-1898 

Henby  B.  Shaw 1894 

John  Woodbitby, 1894-1911 


LANDS  HELD  BY  THE  TRUSTEES,  DEC.  31,  1911. 


A0RX8. 

Virginia    Wood, 20 

Goodwill    Park, 88 

Bocky    Narrows,         ...........  21 

Mount  Ann  Park 50 

GoTemor  Hutchinson's  Field, 10 

Monument   Mountain   Beservation 260 

The  Pine  Knoll, 6 

Petticoat   Hill, 50 
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ACT   OF   INCORPORATION. 


Chapter  352,  Acts  of  1891. 

An  Act  to  establish  the  Trustees  op  Public  Ebsehvations. 

Section  1.  Frederick  L.  Ames,  Philip  A.  Chase,  Christopher 
Clark,  Charles  E.  Codman,  Elisha  S.  Converse,  George  F.  Hoar, 
John  J.  Bussell,  Leverett  Saltonstall,  Charles  S.  Sargent,  Na- 
thaniel S.  Shaler,  George  Sheldon,  William  S.  Shnrtleff,  George 
H.  Tucker,  Francis  A.  Walker,  George  Wigglesworth,  their  asso- 
ciates and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the  name 
of  The  Trustees  of  Public  Eeservations,  for  the  purpose  of  acquir- 
ing, holding,  arranging,  maintaining,  and  opening  to  the  public, 
under  suitable  regulations,  beautiful  and  historical  places  and 
tracts  of  land  within  this  Conmionwealth,  with  the  powers  and 
privileges  and  subject  to  the  duties  set  forth  in  chapter  one  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  of  the  Public  Statutes  and  in  such  other  general 
laws  as  now  are  or  hereafter  may  be  in  force  relating  to  such 
corporations ;  but  said  corporation  shall  have  no  capital  stock. 

Section  2.  Said  corporation  may  acquire  and  hold  by  grant, 
gift,  devise,  purchase,  or  otherwise,  real  estate,  such  as  it  may 
deem  worthy  of  preservation  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  public,  but 
not  exceeding  one  million  dollars  in  value,  and  such  other  prop- 
erty, both  real  and  personal,  as  may  be  necessary  or  proper  to 
support  or  promote  the  objects  of  the  corporation,  but  not  ex- 
ceeding in  the  aggregate  the  further  sum  of  one  million  dollars. 

Sections.  All  personal  property  held  by  said  corporation, 
and  all  lands  which  it  may  cause  to  be  opened  and  kept  open  to 
the  public,  and  all  lands  which  it  may  acquire  and  hold  with  this 
object  in  view,  shall  be  exempt  from  taxation  in  the  same  manner 
and  to  the  same  extent  as  the  property  of  literary,  benevolent, 
charitable,  and  scientific  institutions  incorporated  within  this 
Commonwealth  is  now  exempt  by  law ;  but  no  lands  so  acquired 
and  held  and  not  open  to  the  public  shall  be  so  exempt  from 
taxation  for  a  longer  period  than  two  years.  Said  corporation 
shall  never  make  any  division  or  dividend  of  or  from  its  property 
or  income  among  its  members. 

Section  4.    This  act  shall  take  eSect  upon  its  passage. 
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BY-LAWS  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  PUBLIC 

RESERVATIONS. 


ARTICLE    L 

Of  Membebs. 

The  members  of  the  corporation  shall  be  residents  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  their  number  shall  not  exceed  fifty. 

The  Standing  Committee  may^  if  it  sees  fit,  nominate  persons 
to  membership  by  inserting  the  names  of  candidates  upon  the 
notice  of  warning  of  any  meeting.  The  election  shall  take  place 
at  any  meeting  subsequent  to  such  notice^  and  shall  be  by  ballot 
upon  the  names  proposed  by  the  Standing  Committee;  and  any 
person  who  receives  the  votes  of  two-thirds  of  the  members 
present  and  voting  shall^  on  his  acceptance  in  writing  of  his 
election,  be  declared  and  enrolled  a  member  of  the  corporation. 
Membership  may  be  terminated  by  resignation,  and  shall  be 
terminated  by  failure  for  three  successive  years  to  attend  the 
annual  meeting;  but  in  the  latter  case  the  Standing  Committee 
may  by  vote  suspend  the  operation  of  this  rule  when  it  sees  best 

ARTICLE    IL 

Op  Founders,  Life  Associates  and  Contributors. 

All  persons  from  whom  the  corporation  shall  receive  real  or 
personal  property  to  the  value  of  one  thousand  dollars  or  more 
shall  be  permanently  enrolled  as  Founders. 

All  persons  not  entitled  to  be  enrolled  as  Founders,  from 
whom  the  corporation  shall  receive  real  or  personal  property  to 
the  value  of  one  hundred  dollars  or  more,  shall  be  enrolled  dur- 
ing life  as  Life  Associates. 

All  persons,  societies  or  corporations  not  entitled  to  be  enrolled 
as  Founders  or  Life  Associates,  from  whom  the  corporation  shall 
receive  one  or  more  dollars,  shall  be  enrolled  as  contributors  for 
the  year  in  which  payment  of  such  sum  is  made. 
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ARTICLE    IIL 

Of  Meetings. 

1.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation  shall  be  held  on  the 
last  Wednesday  in  January,  in  Boston  or  at  such  other  city  or 
town  in  the  Commonwealth,  and  at  such  time  and  place,  as  the 
Standing  Committee  may  determine.  A  quorum  for  the  transac- 
tion of  business  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  seven  members,  but 
a  majority  of  the  members  present  and  voting  may  adjourn  any 
meeting  from  time  to  time  until  the  business  shall  have  been 
finished. 

In  the  event  of  the  annual  meeting,  by  mistake  or  otherwise, 
not  being  called  and  held  as  herein  prescribed,  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee shall  order  a  special  meeting  to  be  called  and  held  in  lieu 
of  and  for  the  purposes  of  the  annual  meeting. 

Special  meetings  of  the  corporation  may  be  called  by  the 
Standing  Committee  to  meet  at  any  time  and  place.  A  quorum 
at  a  special  meeting  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  seven  members. 

2.  At  all  meetings  the  President  shall  take  the  chair  as  soon 
as  a  quorum  is  present;  and  the  record  of  the  preceding  meeting 
shall  then  be  read,  unless  such  reading  is  dispensed  with  by  the 
unanimous  consent  of  those  present.  After  which  at  all  special 
meetings  the  business  for  which  the  meeting  was  called  shall  be 
transacted,  and  at  the  annual  meeting  the  order  of  business  shall 
be  as  follows :  — 

First  —  The  unfinished  business  and  the  assignments  of  the 
last  meeting  shall  be  announced  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Presi- 
dent and  taken  up  in  order. 

Second.  —  The  Secretary  shall  be  called  on  to  submit  a  written 
report  of  the  doings  of  the  Standing  Committee  for  the  year 
ending  with  the  previous  31st  of  December. 

Third.  —  The  Treasurer  shall  be  called  upon  to  submit  a 
written  report  of  his  doings  for  the  year  ending  with  the  pre- 
vious 3l8t  of  December,  and  the  financial  condition  of  the  cor- 
poration of  that  date. 

Fourth.  —  The  Committee  to  audit  the  Treasurer's  accounts 
shall  be  called  on  for  a  report. 

Fifth.  —  Any  special  committee  which  may  have  been  ap- 
pointed during  the  year  shall  be  called  on  to  report. 

Sixth.  —  If  the  Standing  Committee  shall  have  proposed 
changes  in  the  By-laws,  the  same  shall  be  voted  upon  as  pro- 
vided in  Article  VII. 
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Seventh.  —  If  the  Standing  Committee  shall  have  made  any 
nominations  to  membership  in  the  corporation,  an  election  shall 
be  held  as  provided  in  Article  I. 

Eighth.  —  An  election  of  oflScers  for  the  ensuing  year  shall  be 
held,  as  provided  in  Article  IV.,  Section  1. 

Ninth.  —  On  the  announcement  of  the  vote  the  newly  elected 
President  shall  take  the  chair,  and  shall  give  th;  members  present 
an  opportunity  to  present  new  business. 

Tenth.  —  The  newly  elected  President  shall  appoint  a  com- 
mittee to  audit  the  Treasurer's  accounts. 

ARTICLE    IV. 

Op  Officebs. 

1.  The  ofBcers  of  the  corporation  shall  be  a  President,  a  Vice- 
President,  a  Secretary  and  a  Treasurer.  The.  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  shall  be  ex-offidis  members  of  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee, which  shall 'consist  of  seven  persons  in  all.  The  officers 
and  the  Standing  Committee  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  corporation,  an  adjournment  thereof,  or 
at  a  meeting  in  lieu  of  such  annual  meeting,  as  above  provided; 
and  they  shall  hold  their  offices  for  one  year,  or  imtil  others  are 
duly  chosen  and  qualified  in  their  stead.  Any  vacancy  occurring 
in  any  of  the  above  offices  from  death,  resignation  or  inability, 
shall  be  filled  by  the  Standing  Committee  at  their  next  regular 
meeting  or  at  a  special  meeting  to  be  called  for  the  purpose 
before  such  regular  meeting. 

2.  The  President  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  corpora- 
tion. If  he  is  absent,  the  Vice-President,  and,  if  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent is  also  absent,  a  President  pro  tempore,  chosen  by  hand  vote 
of  the  members  of  the  corporation  present,  shall  preside,  and 
shall  have  all  the  powers  and  perform  all  the  duties  of  the 

President. 

3.  The  Secretary  shall  warn  the  members  of  all  meetings  of 
the  corporation,  according  as  he  may  be  directed  by  votes  of  the 
Standing  Committee.  He  shall  call  the  meetings  of  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  as  he  may  be  directed  by  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  or  on  the  request  in  writing  of  any  two  members 
thereof.  He  shall  carry  on  all  the  correspondence  of  the  corpo- 
ration not  otherwise  provided  for,  and  shall,  when  the  corre- 
spondence is  of  importance,  preserve  copies  of  the  letters  sent 
and  the  original  letters  received,  for  transmission  with  his  rec- 
ords to  his  successor  in  office.    He  shall  keep  an  exact  record  of 
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all  meetings  of  the  corporation  and  of  the  Standing  Committee, 
with  the  names  of  the  members  present,  entering  in  full  all 
reports  of  committees,  which  may  be  accepted,  by  either  body, 
unless  otherwise  directed. 

At  the  January  meeting  of  the  Standing  Committee  he  shall 
make  a  written  report  of  the  doings  of  that  body  for  the  year 
ending  on  the  previous  3l8t  of  December;  and,  if  the  report  is 
approved,  he  shall  present  it  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  cor- 
poration. 

4.  The  Treasurer  shall,  when  directed,  as  provided  in  the  next 
paragraph,  make  disbursen^ents ;  and  he  shall  also  collect  all 
moneys  due  to  the  corporation,  and  shall  keep  regular  and  faith- 
ful account  of  all  the  moneys  and  funds  of  the  corporation  which 
shall  come  into  his  hands  and  of  all  receipts  and  expenditures 
connected  with  the  same,  which  accounts  shall  always  be  open 
to  the  inspection  of  members  of  the  corporation.  He  shall  make 
no  investments  and  pay  no  moneys  without  either  the  approval 
of  a  majority  of  the  Standing  Committee  or*else  of  such  officer 
or  committee  as  said  Standing  Committee  shall  appoint  to  act 
for  it  in  these  matters.  At  the  January  meeting  of  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  he  shall  make  a  written  report  of  his  doings  for 
the  year  ending  on  the  previous  31st  of  December;  and,  if  his 
report  is  approved,  he  shall  present  it  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  corporation. 

ARTICLE    V. 

Of  the  Standing  Committee. 

The  Standing  Committee  shall,  at  its  first  meeting  after  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  corporation  in  each  year,  elect  a  chairman, 
whose  duty  }t  shall  be  to  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  committee. 
In  his  absence  a  chairman  pro  tempore  may  be  chosen  by  hand 
vote.  The  Standing  Committee  shall  meet  at  least  once  in  every 
month,  and  a  quorum  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  three  mem- 
bers. The  Standing  Committee  may  nominate  or  refuse  to  nom- 
inate new  members  of  the  corporation,  may  accept  or  decline  gifts 
offered  to  the  corporation,  may  approve  or  disapprove  invest- 
ments or  expenditures  proposed  by  the  Treasurer,  may  approve 
or  disapprove  all  bills  against  the  corporation,  may  appoint  sub- 
committees of  their  number,  may  appoint  and  remove  agents, 
may  engage  whatevei"  assistance  is  needed  to  administer  the 
affairs  of  the  corporation,  may  designate  such  agents  and  em- 
ployees by  such  titles  as  they  may  deem  proper,  and,  in  general, 
may  exercise  all  the  executive  powers  of  the  corporation. 
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ARTICLE    VL 

Of  thb  Seal. 

The  corporate  seal  shall  be  a  circular^  flat-faced  die  of  about 
an  inch  and  a  half  in  diameter^  with  the  name  of  the  corpora- 
tion^ the  year  of  its  organization,  the  word  **  Massachusetts ''  and 
the  figure  of  a  pine  tree  so  engraved  on  its  face  that  it  can  be 
embossed  on  paper  by  pressure. 

ARTICLE    VIL 

Of  Amendments. 

At  any  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation,  or  at  a  special 
meeting  called  for  the  purpose,  these  By-laws  may  be  amended, 
altered  or  repealed  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  present 
and  voting,  provided  that  notice  of  such  proposed  change  shall 
have  been  given  in  the  coll  of  the  meeting. 


\ 
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TWENTY-FIRST  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES 

OF  PUBLIC  RESERVATIONS. 


The  Standing  Committee  of  the  Trustees  of  Public  Reser- 
vations submits  herewith  its  twenty-first  annual  report. 

Virginia  Wood,  in  Stoneham,  is  still  cared  for  by  the 
Metropolitan  Park  Commission  as  a  part  of  the  Middlesex 
Fells  Reservation.  The  superintendent  reports  that  no  new 
work  has  been  done  in  this  section  during  the  yeair,  with 
the  exception  of  the  construction  of  a  new  turn  from  Ravine 
Road  to  Washington  Street,  in  place  of  the  old  turn,  which 
was  very  sharp  and  dangerous.  The  tree  growth  continues 
to  improve  from  year  to  year,  as  the  damage  done  by  the 
gypsy  moths  becomes  less,  and  is  in  excellent  condition 
throughout  this  section.  The  paths  and  walks  have  been 
kept  in  repair  and  the  section  visited  by  the  usual  large  num- 
ber of  persons. 

Goodwill  Park,  in  Falmouth,  has  had  general  care  during 
the  year,  the  roads  have  been  kept  in  repair  and  the  debris 
from  picnics  cleaned  up  and  removed.  Only  a  small  portion 
of  the  regular  appropriation  made  by  the  town  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  park  has  been  expended  this  year,  as  un- 
fortunate circumstances  left  no  one  to  take  responsibility  for 
new  work.  Early  in  the  summer  William  Taggard  Piper, 
who  had  been  for  many  years  the  active  member  of  the  local 
committee,  died  after  a  short  illness,  and  Mr.  Beebe,  the  re- 
maining member  of  the  committee,  was  in  Europe  during 
the  sunmier.  The  balance  of  the  appropriation  lapses,  but 
will  undoubtedly  be  renewed  by  the  town  at  its  annual  meet- 
ing, and  can  be  expended  to  advantage  under  the  direction  of 
the  present  conmiittee.  The  Standing  Committee  desires  to 
place  on  record  its  full  appreciation  of  the  efficient  and  long- 
continued  services  rendered  to  the  trustees  by  Mr.  Piper 
during  his  service  upon  this  committee. 
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Rocky  Narrows,  on  the  Charles  River,  at  Sherbom,  has 
been  visited  bv  the  canoeists  in  the  usual  numbers.  The  com- 
mittee  report  that  there  had  been  no  changes  in  the  condi- 
tion of  the  reservation,  and  the  rules  which  have  been 
adopted  for  its  use  have  been  conformed  to  by  those  who  have 
made  use  of  it. 

MouM  Arm  Parle,  in  Gloucester,  has  been  kept  in  good 
condition,  although  the  presence  of  the  gypsy  moth  in  that 
region  is  a  source  of  anxiety,  and  it  has  required  active  work 
to  prevent  the  increase  of  this  insect  pest  in  this  wild  piece 
of  woodland.  Some  necessary  clearing  and  cleaning  up  has 
been  done  in  the  section  near  the  entrance  to  the  park,  and 
it  is  desirable  that  work  of  this  kind  should  be  extended  to 
other  portions,  both  to  facilitate  moth  work  and  as  a  protec- 
tion against  danger  from  wood  fires.  For  the  same  reasons 
additional  paths  might  well  be  provided.  The.  disappearance 
of  the  signs  which  were  placed  there  several  years  ago  re- 
quires that  new  ones  should  be  put  up  to  direct  the  public. 
A  suggestion  has  been  made  for  a  new  path  connecting  with 
the  roads  leading  to  the  Magnolia  Station.  This  is  a  matter 
which  should  receive  the  careful  attention  of  your  committee 
the  coming  year. 

The  committee  on  Oovemor  Hutchinson's  Field  report  that 
the  surface  of  the  field  was  somewhat  improved  in  the  early 
spring  by  spreading  over  it  the  road  scrapings  from  Adams 
Street.  In  this  way  several  depressions  were  raised  to  the 
general  grade,  and  a  certain  amount  of  nourishment  was  got 
for  the  grass.  The  grass  was  sold  standing,  as  usual,  the 
expense  of  putting  it  up  at  auction  being  just  met  by  the 
receipts.  The  gypsy  and  brown-tail  moth  situation  having 
grown  a  little  worse,  especially  at  the  foot  of  the  slope,  all 
superfluous  brush  was  removed,  the  young  trees  thinned  out 
again,  and  dead  branches  removed  from  the  larger  growth. 
All  remaining  trees  were  sprayed.  Towards  the  end  of  the 
simimer  the  stone  wall  along  the  front  was  put  in  condition. 
This  is  made  up  mostly  of  large  rocks,  which  were  chinked 
up  with  very  heterogeneous  material,  and  clumsily  pointed 
with  mortar.  All  the  small  stones  in  the  crevices  were  re- 
moved, the  large  rocks,  many  of  which  are  really  fine  boul- 


16  PUBLIC  RESERVATIONS. 

ders,  were  put  into  better  line,  and  the  mortar  kept  back  in 
the  crevices  so  as  to  allow  the  rocks  to  stand  in  a  manner 
more  suggestive  of  natural  conditions. 

The  destructive  fire  which  swept  through  Monument 
Mountain  Reservation  last  year  was  mentioned  in  the  last 
report.  Further  examination  has  shown  that  the  damage 
was  far  more  extensive  and  serious  than  was  then  realized. 
The  situation  has  been  carefully  examined  by  two  firms  of 
experts,  and  the  trustees  are  also  indebted  to  their  fellow 
trustee,  Mr.  John  S.  Ames,  who  has  personally  visited  the 
reservation  and  has  given  to  the  committee  the  benefit  of  his 
observations  and  his  advice.  The  growth  affected  is  very 
largely  chestnut,  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  all  three  independ- 
ent investigators  that  the  chestnut  and  other  growth  kiUed 
by  the  fire  should  be  removed.  The  situation  is  further  com- 
plicated by  the  chestnut  blight,  which  has  spread  from  the 
State  of  New  York  into  Connecticut  and  is  already  found 
in  Massachusetts,  for  which  no  remedy  has  been  found.  It 
would  therefore  appear  that  sooner  or  later  the  chestnut 
growth  of  the  reservation,  whether  damaged  by  fire  or  not,  is 
doomed.  Under  these  circumstances  your  committee  is 
forced  to  the  conclusion  that  the  only  wise  course  to  pursue  is 
to  proceed  at  once  to  remove  the  chestnut  and  other  damaged 
trees  and  to  replace  them  by  a  planting  of  pine.  Steps  have 
been  taken  with  this  end  in  view,  and  it  is  hoped  that  from 
the  sale  of  the  timber,  before  further  deterioration  takes 
place,  something  may  be  realized  towards  the  expense  of 
planting. 

Pine  Knoll,  in  Sheffield,  has  been  kept  in  good  condition, 
and  some  of  the  fencing  repaired.  The  building  of  a  trolley 
road  in  the  vicinity  made  it  possible  to  obtain  some  filling 
material  without  cost,  and  it  has  been  deposited  so  as  to 
fill  some  of  the  low  land  near  the  main  street.  When  this 
can  be  properly  graded  and  some  additional  fencing  done  the 
result  will  be  an  improvement  to  the  reservation. 

At  Petticoat  Hill,  in  Williamsburg,  the  paths  were  put  in 
repair  in  the  spring.  On  account  of  the  steepness  of  the 
hill  and  the  character  of  the  soil  this  is  a  work  which  re- 
quires considerable  labor  and  attention  every  year.    A  drain 
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was  also  laid  to  carry  away  the  overflow  from  the  spring 
which  had  been  an  annoyance  to  a  neighboring  owner.  There 
has  been  a  noticeable  increase  in  the  number  of  partridges 
and  squirrels  in  the  park  during  the  last  few  years,  and  some 
trouble  has  been  experienced  in  excluding  hunters  from  the 
reservation  during  the  hunting  season.  The  park  has  been 
largely  used  by  visitors  during  the  sxmmier  months. 

The  corporation  has  lost  two  of  its  members  during  the 
past  year.  Daniel  H.  Newton  was  prevented  by  age  from 
taking  an  active  part  in  the  work  of  the  trustees,  but  he 
attended  its  meetings  and  was  much  interested  in  the  organ- 
ization. 

William  Taggard  Piper  not  only  gave  freely  of  his  time 
and  attention  to  the  care  of  Goodwill  Park,  in  Falmouth, 
but  also  interested  himself  in  all  the  work  of  the  trustees  with 
that  devotion  which  marked  his  connection  with  the  many 
public  and  philanthropic  organizations  in  which  he  accepted 
membership. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  P.  WALCOTT,  Chairman, 
CHARLES  S.  SARGENT, 
NATHANIEL  T.  KIDDER, 
CHARLES  S.  RACKEMANN, 
EDWARD  W.  FORBES, 
GEORGE  WIGGLESWORTH,    Treasurer, 
JOHN  WOODBURY,  Secretary, 

Standing  Committee, 
Jan.  31.  1912. 
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John  Robinson,  Salem. 
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John  E.  Thaybb,  Lancaster. 
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Geobge  H.  Tuokeb,  Pittsfleld. 
Moses  Williams,  Brookline. 
Fbank  H.  Wbight,  Great  Barrington. 
Walteb  C.  Weight,  Medford. 
Chas.  G.  Washbubn,  Worcester. 
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FOUNDERS. 


Mi88  HxLBN  0.  BiTTLES,  New  York. 

MiBs  Ellxk  Ohase,  Brookline. 
*Mn.  Mast  F.  Ounningham,  Milton. 
*J08XPH  Stobt  Fat,  Falmouth. 
*JOHH  M.  F0BBX8,  Milton. 
*Mn.  John  M.  Forbes,  Milton. 

Mn.  Edith  E.  Fobbbb,  Milton. 

Edward  W.  Fobbes,  Milton. 
*J.  Maloolx  Fobbbb,  Milton. 
*Jo8XPH  S.  Gloyxb,  Boston. 

AuGUBTL'B  HxMXNWAT,  Oanton. 


*WlLLIAK  MiKOT,  Boston. 

Chasljbb  Sxdowiox  Mikot,  Milton* 
^Bobxbt  Sedgwick  Mikot,  Manchester. 

LtAUBXNOB  Mikot,  Boston. 

Mrs.  Mabtha  W.  Nash,  Boston. 
*Geobgb  B.  B.  Bivbbb,  Milton. 

Miss  Mabt  Bivxbb,  Milton. 
*Mr8.  Fankt  Fobteb  Tudob,  Boston. 

Mrs.  K.  G.  T.  Webbteb,  Oambridge. 

Geobgb  WiggiaBbwobth,  Milton. 


LIFE  ASSOCIATES. 


Mrs.  Haebibok  O.  Apthobp,  Milton. 
Peteb  0.  Bbookb,  Boston. 
Shephebd  Bbookb,  Boston. 
J.  Henbt  Bbookb,  Milton. 
Joseph  Bbeweb,  Milton. 
Edwabd  M.  Bbeweb,  Milton. 
Miss  Bbeweb,  Milton. 
John  0.  Oobb,  Milton. 
Miss  0.  H.  Oabot,  Brookline. 
Mrs.  Edwabd  M.  Oabt,  Milton. 
Miss  Hesteb  Cunningham,  Milton. 
Abthub  F.  Ebtabbook,  Boston. 
W.  £.  0.  Eubtib,  Milton. 
Mrs.  BOBE  D.  Fobbeb,  Milton. 
J.  MuBBAT  Fobbeb,  Milton. 
W.  Oaicbbon  Fobbeb,  Westwood. 
Balph  E.  Fobbeb,  Milton. 
Samuel  Gannett,  Milton. 
H.  0.  GALitAGHEB,  Milton. 
Mrs.  Gbiffith,  Milton. 


Miss  M.  0.  Jackson,  Boston. 
Miss  Helen  L.  Jaqxtxb,  Milton. 
Mrs.  Fbancib  Jaqueb,  Milton. 
Miss  Amelia  H.  Jonbs,  New  Bedford. 
Mrs.  Mabt  L.  Jones,  New  Bedford, 
Nathaniel  T.  Kiddbb,  Milton. 
William  0.  Lobino,  Boston. 
William  J.  Ladd,  Milton. 
H.  A.  Lamb,  Milton. 
Mrs.  John  0.  Phillips,  Boston. 
Wallaob  L.  Pibbcx,  Milton. 
Ohablbs  S.  Baokemann,  Milton. 
James  Savage  Busbell,  MiHon. 
Miss  Lauba  D.  Bussbll,  Plymouth. 
Miss  Mabion  Busbell,  Boston. 
Mrs.  Henbt  S.  Busbell,  Milton. 
Chableb  S.  Sabqxnt,  Brookline. 
Nathaniel  H.  Stonb,  Milton. 
John  E.  Thatbb,  South  Laneaster. 
Ellxbton  p.  Whitnet,  Milton. 
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OFFICERS,  1891-1912. 


President. 

Oeobgb  F.  Hoab, 1891-1904 

Chablsb  W.  Euot 1905-1912 

Vice-President. 

William  S.  SHtrBTLErv, 1891-1895 

Gkorgs  Sheldon, 1896-1912 

Chairman  of  the  Standing  Committee. 

Philip  A.   Chase 1891-1893 

Chablss  Eliot, 1894-1897 

Philip  A.   Chase, 1897-1903 

Hexby   p.  Walcott 1903-1912 

Treasurer. 

George  Wiggleswokth,  .      ' 1891-1912 

Secretary. 

Charles  Eliot, 1891-1893 

Henry  R.  Shaw, 1894 

John  Woodbury, 1894-1912 


LANDS  HELD  BY  THE  TRUSTEES,  DEC.  31,  1912. 

acres. 

Virginia    Wood, 20 

Goodwill    Park 88 

Rocky    Narrows,         ...........  21 

Mount  Ann  Park,       ...........  50 

Governor  Hutchinson's  Field,     .........  10 

Monument   Mountain    Reservation,      .  .         .260 

The  Pine  Knoll, 6 

Petticoat   Hill 50 
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ACT  OF  INCORPORATION. 


Chapter  352,  Actb  op  1891. 

An  Act  to  establish  the  Trustees  op  Public  Reservations. 

Section  1.  Frederick  L.  Ames^  Philip  A.  Ghase^  Christopher 
Clark,  Charles  R.  Codman,  Elisha  S.  Converse,  Oeorge  F.  Hoar, 
John  J.  Russell,  Leverett  Saltonstall,  Charles  S.  Sargent,  Na- 
thaniel S.  Shaler,  George  Sheldon,  William  S.  Shurtleff,  George 
H.  Tucker,  Francis  A.  Walker,  George  Wigglesworth,  their  asso- 
ciates and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the  name 
of  The  Trustees  of  Public  Reservations,  for  the  purpose  of  acquir- 
ing, holding,  arranging,  maintaining,  and  opening  to  the  public, 
under  suitable  regulations,  beautiful  and  historical  places  and 
tracts  of  land  within  this  Commonwealth,  with  the  powers  and 
privileges  and  subject  to  the  duties  set  forth  in  chapter  one  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  of  the  Public  Statutes  and  in  such  other  general 
laws  as  now  are  or  hereafter  may  be  in  force  relating  to  such 
corporations ;  but  said  corporation  shall  have  no  capital  stock. 

Section  2.  Said  corporation  may  acquire  and  hold  by  grant, 
gift,  devise,  purchase,  or  otherwise,  real  estate,  such  as  it  may 
deem  worthy  of  preservation  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  public,  but 
not  exceeding  one  million  dollars  in  value,  and  such  other  prop- 
erty, both  real  and  personal,  as  may  be  necessary  or  proper  to 
support  or  promote  the  objects  of  the  corporation,  but  not  ex- 
ceeding in  the  aggregate  the  further  sum  of  one  million  dollars. 

Section  3.  All  personal  property  held  by  said  corporation, 
and  all  lands  which  it  may  cause  to  be  opened  and  kept  open  to 
the  public,  and  all  lands  which  it  may  acquire  and  hold  with  this 
object  in  view,  shall  be  exempt  from  taxation  in  the  same  manner 
and  to  the  same  extent  as  the  property  of  literary,  benevolent, 
charitable,  and  scientific  institutions  incorporated  within  this 
Commonwealth  is  now  exempt  by  law ;  but  no  lands  so  acquired 
and  held  and  not  open  to  the  public  shall  be  so  exempt  from 
taxation  for  a  longer  period  than  two  years.  Said  corporation 
shall  never  make  any  division  or  dividend  of  or  from  its  property 
or  income  among  its  members. 

Section  4.    This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 


PUBLIC  RESERVATIONS.  9 


BY-LAWS  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  PUBLIC 

RESERVATIONS. 


ARTICLE    L 

Of  Membebs. 

The  members  of  the  corporation  shall  be  residents  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  their  number  shall  not  exceed  fifty. 

The  Standing  Committee  may^  if  it  sees  fit,  nominate  persons 
to  membership  by  inserting  the  names  of  candidates  upon  the 
notice  of  warning  of  any  meeting.  The  election  shall  take  place 
at  any  meeting  subsequent  to  such  notice,  and  shall  be  by  ballot 
upon  the  names  proposed  by  the  Standing  Committee ;  and  any 
person  who  receives  the  votes  of  two-thirds  of  the  members 
present-  and  voting  shall,  on  his  acceptance  in  writing  of  his 
election,  be  declared  and  enrolled  a  member  of  the  corporation. 
Membership  may  be  terminated  by  resignation,  and  shaU  be 
terminated  by  failure  for  three  successive  years  to  attend  the 
annual  meeting;  but  in  the  latter  case  the  Standing  Committee 
may  by  vote  suspend  the  operation  of  this  rule  when  it  sees  best. 

ARTICLE    IL 

Op  Foundebs,  Life  Associates  and  Contributobs. 

All  persons  from  whom  the  corporation  shall  receive  real  or 
personal  property  to  the  value  of  one  thousand  dollars  or  more 
shall  be  permaneiitly  enrolled  as  Pounders. 

All  persons  not  entitled  to  be  enrolled  as  Founders,  from 
whom  the  corporation  shall  receive  real  or  personal  property  to 
the  value  of  one  hundred  dollars  or  more,  shall  be  enrolled  dur- 
ing life  as  Life  Associates. 

All  persons,  societies  or  corporations  not  entitled  to  be  enrolled 
as  Founders  or  Life  Associates,  from  whom  the  corporation  shall 
receive  one  or  more  dollars,  shall  be  enrolled  as  contributors  for 
the  year  in  which  payment  of  such  sum  is  made. 
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ARTICLE    IIL 

Op  Meetings. 

1.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation  shall  be  held  on  the 
last  Wednesday  in  January,  in  Boston  or  at  such  other  city  or 
town  in  the  Commonwealth,  and  at  such  time  and  place,  as  the 
Standing  Committee  may  determine.  A  quorum  for  the  transac- 
tion of  business  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  seven  members,  but 
a  majority  of  the  members  present  and  voting  may  adjourn  any 
meeting  from  time  to  time  until  the  business  shall  have  been 
finished. 

In  the  event  of  the  annual  meeting,  by  mistake  or  otherwise, 
not  being  called  and  held  as  herein  prescribed,  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee shall  order  a  special  meeting  to  be  called  and  held  in  lieu 
of  and  for  the  purposes  of  the  annual  meeting. 

Special  meetings  of  the  corporation  may  be  called  by  the 
Standing  Committee  to  meet  at  any  time  and  place.  A  quorum 
at  a  special  meeting  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  seven  members. 

2.  At  all  meetings  the  President  shall  take  the  chair  as  soon 
as  a  quorum  is  present;  and  the  record  of  the  preceding  meeting 
shall  then  be  read^  unless  such  reading  is  dispensed  with  by  the 
unanimous  consent  of  those  present.  After  which  at  all  special 
meetings  the  business  for  which  the  meeting  was  called  shall  be 
transacted,  and  at  the  annual  meeting  the  order  of  business  shall 
be  as  follows :  — 

First.  —  The  unfinished  business  and  the  assignments  of  the 
last  meeting  shall  be  announced  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Presi- 
dent and  taken  up  in  order. 

Second,  —  The  Secretary  shall  be  called  on  to  submit  a  written 
report  of  the  doings  of  the  Standing  Committee  for  the  year 
ending  with  the  previous  31st  of  December. 

Third,  —  The  Treasurer  shall  be  called  upon  to  submit  a 
written  report  of  his  doings  for  the  year  ending  with  the  pre- 
vious Slst  of  December,  and  the  financial  condition  of  the  cor- 
poration of  that  date. 

Fourth.  —  The  Committee  to  audit  the  Treasurer's  accoimts 
shall  be  called  on  for  a  report. 

Fifth.  —  Any  special  committee  which  may  have  been  ap- 
pointed during  the  year  shall  be  called  on  to  report. 

Sixth.  —  If  the  Standing  Committee  shall  have  proposed 
changes  in  the  By-laws,  the  same  shall  be  voted  upon  as  pro- 
vided in  Article  VII. 
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Seventh.  —  If  the  Standing  Committee  shall  have  made  any 
nominations  to  membership  in  the  corporation^  an  election  shall 
be  held  as  provided  in  Article  I. 

Eighth.  —  An  election  of  oflBcers  for  the  ensning  year  shall  be 
held,  as  provided  in  Article  IV.,  Section  1. 

Ninth.  —  On  the  announcement  of  the  vote  the  newly  elected 
President  shall  take  the  chair,  and  shall  give  the  members  present 
an  opportunity  to  present  new  business. 

Tenth.  —  The  newly  elected  President  shall  appoint  a  com- 
mittee to  audit  the  Treasurer's  accounts. 

ARTICLE    IV. 

Of  Officees. 

1.  The  officers  of  the  corporation  shall  be  a  President,  a  Vice- 
President,  a  Secretary  and  a  Treasurer.  The  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  shall  be  ex-officiis  members  of  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee, which  shall  consist  of  seven  persons  in  all.  The  officers 
and  the  Standing  Committee  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  corporation,  an  adjournment  thereof,  or 
at  a  meeting  in  lieu  of  such  annual  meeting,  as  above  provided ; 
and  they  shall  hold  their  offices  for  one  year,  or  until  others  are 
duly  chosen  and  qualified  in  their  stead.  Any  vacancy  occurring 
in  any  of  the  above  offices  from  death,  resignation  or  inability, 
shall  be  filled  by  the  Standing  Committee  at  their  next  regular 
meeting  or  at  a  special  meeting  to  be  called  for  the  purpose 
before  such  regular  meeting. 

2.  The  President  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  corpora- 
tion. If  he  is  absent,  the  Vice-President,  and,  if  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent is  also  absent,  a  President  pro  tempore,  chosen  by  hand  vote 
of  the  members  of  the  corporation  present,  shall  preside,  and 
shall  have  all  the  powers  and  perform  all  the  duties  of  the 
President. 

3.  The  Secretary  shall  warn  the  members  of  all  meetings  of 
the  corporation,  according  as  he  may  be  directed  by  votes  of  the 
Standing  Committee.  He  shall  call  the  meetings  of  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  as  he  may  be  directed  by  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  or  on  the  request  in  writing  of  any  two  members 
thereof.  He  shall  carry  on  all  the  correspondence  of  the  corpo- 
ration not  otherwise  provided  for,  and  shall,  when  the  corre- 
spondence is  of  importance,  preserve  copies  of  the  letters  sent 
and  the  original  letters  received,  for  transmission  with  his  rec- 
ords to  his  successor  in  office.    He  shall  keep  an  exact  record  of 
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all  meetings  of  the  corporation  and  of  the  Standing  Committee, 
with  the  names  of  the  members  present,  entering  in  full  all 
reports  of  committees,  which  may  be  accepted,  by  either  body, 
unless  otherwise  directed. 

At  the  January  meeting  of  the  Standing  Gonmiittee  he  shall 
make  a  written  report  of  the  doings  of  that  body  for  the  year 
ending  on  the  previous  31st  of  December;  and,  if  the  report  is 
approved,  he  shall  present  it  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  cor- 
poration. 

4.  The  Treasurer  shall,  when  directed,  as  provided  in  the  next 
paragraph,  make  disbursements;  and  he  shall  also  collect  all 
moneys  due  to  the  corporation,  and  shall  keep  regular  and  faith- 
ful account  of  all  the  moneys  and  funds  of  the  corporation  which 
shall  come  into  his  hands  and  of  all  receipts  and  expenditures 
connected  with  the  same,  which  accounts  shall  always  be  open 
to  the  inspection  of  members  of  the  corporation.  He  shall  make 
no  investments  and  pay  no  moneys  without  either  the  approval 
of  a  majority  of  the  Standing  Gonmiittee  or  else  of  such  officer 
or  conmiittee  as  said  Standing  Committee  shall  appoint  to  act 
for  it  in  these  matters.  At  the  January  meeting  of  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  he  shall  make  a  written  report  of  his  doings  for 
the  year  ending  on  the  previous  31st  of  December;  and,  if  his 
report  is  approved,  he  shall  present  it  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  corporation. 

ARTICLE    V. 

Of  the  Standing  Committee. 

The  Standing  Committee  shall,  at  its  first  meeting  after  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  corporation  in  each  year,  elect  a  chairman, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  committee. 
In  his  absence  a  chairman  pro  tempore  may  be  chosen  by  hand 
vote.  The  Standing  Conmiittee  shall  meet  at  least  once  in  every 
month,  and  a  quorum  shall  consist,  of  not  less  than  three  mem- 
bers. The  Standing  Committee  may  nominate  or  refuse  to  nom- 
inate new  members  of  the  corporation,  may  accept  or  decline  gifts 
offered  to  the  corporation,  may  approve  or  disapprove  invest- 
ments or  expenditures  proposed  by  the  Treasurer,  may  approve 
or  disapprove  all  bills  against  the  corporation,  may  appoint  sub- 
committees of  their  number,  may  appoint  and  remove  agents, 
may  engage  whatever  assistance  is  needed  to  administer  the 
affairs  of  the  corporation,  may  designate  such  agents  and  em- 
ployees by  such  titles  as  they  may  deem  proper,  and,  in  general, 
may  exercise  all  the  executive  powers  of  tiie  corporation. 
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ARTICLE   VL 

Of  thb  Seal. 

The  corporate  seal  shall  be  a  circular^  flat-faced  die  of  about 
an  inch  and  a  half  in  diameter,  with  the  name  of  the  corpora- 
tion, the  year  of  its  organization,  the  word  "  Massachusetts  '^  and 
the  figure  of  a  pine  tree  so  engraved  on  its  face  that  it  can  be 
embossed  on  paper  by  pressure. 

ARTICLE    VIL 

Of  Amendments. 

At  any  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation,  or  at  a  special 
meeting  called  for  the  purpose,  these  By-laws  may  be  amended, 
altered  or  repealed  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  present 
and  voting,  provided  that  notice  of  such  proposed  change  shaU 
have  been  given  in  the  call  of  the  meeting. 
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TWEBTY-SECOHD  ABTNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


TRUSTEES  OF  PUBLIC  RESERVATIONS. 


The  Standing  Committee  of  the  Trustees  of  Public  Res- 
ervations submits  herewith  its  twenty-second  annual  report. 

Virginia  Wood,  in  Stoneham,  is  cared  for  by  the  Metro- 
politan Park  Commission,  as  a  part  of  the  Middlesex  Fells 
Reservation,  under  the  arrangements  made  some  years  ago 
between  this  body  and  that  Commission.  There  is  nothing 
especially  new  to  report  concerning  Virginia  Wood,  except 
a  continued  improvement  in  the  tree  growth,  which  is  said  to 
be  due  to  the  fact  that  the  damage  done  by  gypsy  and  brown- 
tail  moths  is  being  reduced  from  year  to  year.  The  new 
growth  is  flourishing,  and  the  older  trees  are  in  excellent  con- 
dition. The  paths  through  this  Wood  have  been  maintained 
in  good  order,  and  the  Wood  has  been  visited  by  a  large  num- 
ber of  people. 

Goodwill  Park,  in  Palmouth,  is  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 
There  have  been  no  changes  worth  mentioning  during  the 
year.  It  is  likely  that  within  a  short  time  there  will  be  an 
additional  gift  to  report  in  connection  with  this  reservation. 

Rocky  Narrows,  on  the  Charles  River,  at  Sherbom,  re- 
quires more  trimming  in  some  sections,  where  there  are  gypsy 
moth  nests,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  can  be  taken  care 
of  during  the  winter  months.  The  camp  ground  has  been 
very  much  used  during  the  last  year,  and,  we  regret  to  say, 
not  always  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  was  intended  that  it 
should  be  enjoyed.  In  the  autumn  it  was  found  necessary  to 
warn  off  some  campers  who  evidently  did  not  appreciate  the 
advantages  which  they  were  privileged  to  have  there. 
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Mount  Ann  Park,  in  Gloucester,  needs  immediate  atten- 
tion in  the  way  of  having  the  insect  pests  cleared  out,  and  in 
providing  additional  paths,  especially  one  from  the  road  near 
Magnolia  Station.  The  greatest  improvement,  perhaps,  that 
could  be  made  in  this  reservation  would  come  from  the  estab- 
lishment of  an  observatory,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  some 
project  for  the  establishment  of  one  may  be  set  on  foot 
within  a  reasonable  time.  This  winter  a  sawmill  and  two 
gangs  of  woodchoppers  are  at  work  within  a  short  distance 
of  the  Park,  and  this  tells  the  old  story  of  turning  handsome 
pine  lands  into  brush  waste,  which  will  surely  be  the  scenes 
later  of  destructive  forest  fires.  It  would  seem  to  be  within 
the  bounds  of  reasonable  expectation  that,  in  time,  the  city  of 
Gloucester  will  take  some  interest  in  this  reservation,  and 
co-operate  with  us  to  make  it  more  accessible  and  more  en- 
joyable. The  fact  that  Haskell  Pond  and  Dyke's  Meadow 
Pond  are  now  reservoirs,  connected  with  the  city  water  sup- 
ply of  Gloucester,  affords  a  basis  for  this  hope.  As  there 
seems  to  be  a  considerable  balance  of  income  unexpended  in 
the  account  relating  to  this  reservation,  it  may  well  be  that 
the  matters  of  improved  paths  can  receive  the  attention  they 
deserve  without  further  delay. 

Concerning  Oovemor  Hutchinson  s  Field,  in  Milton,  there 
is  little  to  report  except  that  the  standing  grass  has  been  sold, 
as  usual,  and  some  work  has  been  done  in  keeping  dovm  the 
insect  pests.  The  celebration  of  the  two  hundred  and  fiftieth 
anniversary  of  the  incorporation  of  Milton,  which  took  place 
in  June,  1912,  rendered  it  most  appropriate  that  there  should 
be  a  pageant  which  should  bring  vividly  and  agreeably  to 
mind  some  of  the  conditions  of  life  which  our  ancestors  had  to 
contend  with  in  the  earliest  days. 

The  pageant  was  prepared  by  a  committee  of  volunteers, 
and  took  place  on  Oct.  5,  1912,  in  Governor  Hutchinson's 
Field,  which  was  thrown  open  to  the  public  for  the  purpose 
by  the  sanction  of  your  Standing  Committee.  The  occasion 
was  one  made  memorable  by  a  most  successful  and  interesting 
presentation,  and  those  who  had  the  pleasure  of  witnessing  it 
will  surely  never  forget  the  interesting  scenes  that  were  por- 
trayed, nor  the  wonderful  setting  in  which,  owing  to  our 
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possession  of  the  Field,  they  were  able  to  be  shown.  Some 
excellent  photographs  were  obtained,  so  that  a  record  of  the 
scenes  wiU  be  preserved  for  future  generations. 

The  Monument  Mountain  Reservation,  in  Great  Barring- 
ton,  has  received  particular  attention,  owing  to  the  ravages 
of  the  fire  which  swept  through  there  a  year  and  a  half  ago. 
The  damage,  however,  was  not  so  great  as  we  feared.  In  one 
section,  containing  six  to  eight  acres  of  land,  the  fire  was 
really  severe,  and  killed  perhaps  ninety  per  cent,  of  the  chest- 
nut and  oak.  The  boundary  of  this  area  is  to  be  cut  clean  of 
everything.  What  pine  there  is  will  be  left,  on  the  chance 
that  it  may  grow  up  and  cover  the  ground  to  a  certain  extent 
Messrs.  Fisher  &  Bryant,  who  succeed  the  former  firm  of 
Fisher,  Bryant  &  Olmsted,  are  in  charge  of  the  work  being 
done  there  this  winter,  in  order  to  make  sure  that  nothing 
but  marked  trees  are  taken  out.  This  firm  reports  that  the 
chestnut  blight  disease  has  made  very  little  headway  as  yet 
in  this  reservation,  and,  except  for  removing  a  few  infected 
trees,  there  is  nothing  to  be  done  about  the  blight  at  present. 

The  fire-break  which  was  constructed  last  year  has  been 
examined  and  found  to  be  in  first-dass  condition. 

The  Pine  Knoll  Reservation,  in  Shefiield,  has  been  cared 
for  with  the  usual  high  degree  of  care  always  shown  by  the 
custodian.  The  grounds  have  been  cleaned  and  the  fences 
repaired.  This  reservation  is  enjoyed  very  much  by  summer 
visitors  and  the  people  of  the  neighborhood  during  the  mild 
season  of  the  year,  and  as  the  land  is  in  good  condition  the 
expenses  of  maintenance  are  never  large. 

At  Petticoat  Hill,  in  Williamsburg,  there  has  been  no  new 
work  undertaken  during  the  last  year.  The  usual  work,  how- 
ever, has  been  done,  and  the  paths  have  been  kept  in  repair. 
This  winter  the  brush  is  being  cleared  up,  as  well  as  the  limbs 
broken  from  the  trees,  and  these  are  being  burned.  A  year 
ago  hunters  gave  more  or  less  trouble  in  the  reservation,  but 
this  year  they  have  not  done  so.  The  usual  goodly  number  of 
visitors  have  been  in  evidence  during  the  year. 

The  record  of  the  year  would  not  be  complete  without 
mention  of  the  decease  of  our  valued  associate,  James  W. 
Brooks   of  Petersham,  which  occurred   in   October.     Mr. 
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Brooks  was  an  enthusiastic  lover  of  nature,  and  his  interest  in 
the  objects  of  this  Society  was  evidenced  by  his  attendance 
at  our  meetings  and  by  his  calling  upon  us  for  advice  in  con- 
nection with  his  gift  to  Harvard  University,  which,  with 
generous  donations  from  other  persons,  made  possible  the 
establishment  of  the  Harvard  Forest. 

We  shall  miss  his  attractive  and  genial  personality,  his 
friendly  interest  in  our  affairs,  and  the  zest  of  his  devotion  to 
the  fine  things  in  nature. 

Eespectfully  submitted, 

HENHY  P.  WALCOTT,  Chairman, 
CHARLES  S.  SARGENT, 
NATHANIEL  T.  KIDDER, 
CHARLES  S.  RACKEMANN, 
EDWARD  W.  FORBES, 
GEORGE   WIGGLESWORTH,  Treasurer, 
JOHN  WOODBURY,  Secretary, 

Standing  Committee, 
Jan.  29.  1913. 
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Miss  Hesteb  Cunningham,  Milton. 
Abthub  F.  Estabbook,  Boston. 
W.  E.  C.  Eustis.  Milton. 
Mrs.  Rose  D.  Fobbes,  Milton. 
J.  MuBBAT  Fobbes,  Milton. 
W.  Caicebon  Fobbes,  Westwood. 
Ralph  E.  Fobbes,  Milton. 
Samuel  Gannett,  Milton. 
H.  C.  Gallagheb,  Milton. 
Mrs.  Gbipfith,  Milton. 
Miss  M.  C.  Jackson,  Boston. 


Miss  Helen  L.  Jaques,  Milton. 
Mrs.  Fbancis  Jaques.  Milton. 
Miss  Amelia  H.  Jones,  New  Bedford. 
Mrs.  Mabt  L.  Jones,  New  Bedford. 
Nathaniel  T.  Kiddeb,  Milton. 
William  O.  Lobing,  Boston. 
William  J.  Ladd,  Milton. 
H.  A.  Lamb,  Milton. 
John  T.  Mobse,  Jr.,  Boston. 
Mrs.  John  C.  Phillips,  Boston. 
Wallace  L.  Piebcb,  MUton. 
Chablbs  S.  Rackemann,  Milton. 
James  Satage  Russell,  Milton. 
Miss  Lauba  D.  Russell,  Plymouth. 
Miss  Mabion  Russell,  Boston. 
Mrs.  Henbt  S.  Russell,  Milton. 
Chables  S.  Sabgent,  Brookline. 
Nathaniel  H.  Stone,  Milton. 
John  E.  Thateb,  South  Lancaster. 
Ellebton  p.  Whitnbt,  Milton. 


Deceased. 
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OFFICERS,  1891-1913. 


President. 

Gbobgb  p.  Hoab, 1891-1904 

CHABLE8  W.  ElilOT, 1905-1913 

Vice-President. 

WlLLIAX    S.    SHVBTLKrF, 1891-1895 

Gbobos  Shblpox, 1896-1913 

Ghairman  of  the  Standing  Ckunmittee. 

Philip  A.  Ohasb, 1891-1898 

Chabi«b8   Sliot, 1894-1897 

Philip  A.  Ohasb, 1897-1903 

Hbnbt  p.  Walcott 1903-1913 

Treasurer. 

Gbobgb  Wigoleswobth, 1891-1013 

Secretary. 

Chablbs  Eliot, 1891-1898 

Hbnbt  R.  Shaw, 1894 

John  Woodbubt, 1894-1,013 


LANDS  HELD  BY  THE  TRUSTEES,  DEC.  31,  1912. 


ACBE8. 

Virginia    Wood, 20 

Goodwill    Park, 139 

Rocky    Narrows, 21 

Mount  Ann  Park,       ...........  50 

Governor  Hutchinson's  Field, 10 

Monument   Mountain   Reserration,      .         .         .         .         .         .         .         .260 

The  Pine  Knoll, 6 

Petticoat   Hill, .  50 
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ACT   OF   INCORPORATION. 


Ghaptbb  352,  Acts  of  1891. 

An  Act  to  establish  the  Trustees  of  Fublio  Rssebvatioks. 

Section  1.  Frederick  L.  Ames,  Philip  A.  Chase,  Christopher 
Clark,  Charles  R.  Codman,  Elisha  S.  Converse,  G^rge  F.  Hoar, 
John  J.  Russell,  Leverett  Saltonstall,  Charles  S.  Sargent,  Na- 
thaniel S.  Shaler,  George  Sheldon,  William  S.  Shurtleff,  Qeorge 
H.  Tucker,  Francis  A.  Walker,  George  Wigglesworth,  their  asso- 
ciates and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the  name 
of  The  Trustees  of  Public  Reservations,  for  the  purpose  of  acquir- 
ing, holding,  arranging,  maintaining,  and  opening  to  the  public, 
under  suitable  regulations,  beautiful  and  historical  places  and 
tracts  of  land  within  this  Commonwealth,  with  the  powers  and 
privileges  and  subject  to  the  duties  set  forth  in  chapter  one  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  of  the  Public  Statutes  and  in  such  other  general 
laws  as  now  are  or  hereafter  may  be  in  force  relating  to  such 
corporations;  but  said  corporation  shall  have  no  capital  stock. 

Section  2.  Said  corporation  may  acquire  and  hold  by  grant, 
gift,  devise,  purchase,  or  otherwise,  real  estate,  such  as  it  may 
deem  worthy  of  preservation  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  public,  but 
not  exceeding  one  million  dollars  in  value,  and  such  other  prop- 
erty, both  real  and  personal,  as  may  be  necessary  or  proper  to 
support  or  promote  the  objects  of  the  corporation,  but  not  ex- 
ceeding in  the  aggregate  the  further  sum  of  one  million  dollars. 

Sections.  All  personal  property  held  by  said  corporation, 
and  all  lands  which  it  may  cause  to  be  opened  and  kept  open  to 
the  public,  and  all  lands  which  it  may  acquire  and  hold  with  this 
object  in  view,  shall  be  exempt  from  taxation  in  the  same  manner 
and  to  the  same  extent  as  the  property  of  literary,  benevolent, 
charitable,  and  scientific  institutions  incorporated  within  this 
Commonwealth  is  now  exempt  by  law ;  but  no  lands  so  acquired 
and  held  and  not  open  to  the  public  shall  be  so  exempt  from 
taxation  for  a  longer  period  than  two  years.  Said  corporation 
shall  never  make  any  division  or  dividend  of  or  from  its  property 
or  income  among  its  members. 

Section  4.    This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 
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BY-LAWS  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  PUBLIC 

RESERVATIONS. 


ARTICLE    L 

Of  Mekbebs. 

The  members  of  the  corporation  shall  be  residents  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  their  number  shall  not  exceed  fifty. 

The  Standing  Committee  may,  if  it  sees  fit,  nominate  persons 
to  membership  by  inserting  the  names  of  candidates  upon  the 
notice  of  warning  of  any  meeting.  The  election  shall  take  place 
at  any  meeting  subsequent  to  such  notice,  and  shall  be  by  ballot 
upon  the  names  proposed  by  the  Standing  Committee;  and  any 
person  who  receives  the  votes  of  two-thirds  of  the  members 
present  and  voting  shall,  on  his  acceptance  in  writing  of  his 
election,  be  declared  and  enrolled  a  member  of  the  corporation. 
Membership  may  be  terminated  by  written  notice,  signed  by  the 
member,  and  delivered  to  the  Secretary  or  other  officer  of  the 
corporation. 

ARTICLE    IL 

Of  Founders^  Life  Associates  and  Contributors. 

All  persons  from  whom  the  corporation  shall  receive  real  or 
personal  property  to  the  value  of  one  thousand  dollars  or  more 
shall  be  permanently  enrolled  as  Founders. 

All  persons  not .  entitled  to  be  enrolled  as  Founders,  from 
whom  the  corporation  shall  receive  real  or  personal  property  to 
the  value  of  one  hundred  dollars  or  more,  shall  be  enrolled  dur- 
ing life  as  Life  Associates. 

All  persons,  societies  or  corporations  not  entitled  to  be  enrolled 
as  Foimders  or  Life  Associates,  from  whom  the  corporation  shall 
receive  one  or  more  dollars,  shall  be  enrolled  as  contributors  for 
the  year  in  which  payment  of  such  sum  is  made. 


10  PUBLIC  RESERVATIONS. 

ARTICLE    IIL 

Of  Mbetikgs. 

1.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation  shall  be  held  on  the 
last  Wednesday  in  January^  in  Boston  or  at  such  other  city  or 
town  in  the  Commonwealth,  and  at  such  time  and  place,  as  the 
Standing  Committee  may  determine.  A  qiiomm  for  the  transac- 
tion of  bnsiness  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  seven  members,  but 
a  majority  of  the  members  present  and  voting  may  adjourn  any 
meeting  from  time  to  time  until  the  business  shall  have  been 
finished. 

.  In  the  event  of  the  annual  meeting,  by  mistake  or  otherwise, 
not  being  called  and  held  as  herein  prescribed,  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee shall  order  a  special  meeting  to  be  called  and  held  in  lieu 
of  and  for  the  purposes  of  the  annual  meeting. 

Special  meetings  of  the  corporation  may  be  called  by  the 
Standing  Committee  to  meet  at  any  time  and  place.  A  quorum 
at  a  special  meeting  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  seven  members. 

2.  At  all  meetings  the  President  shall  take  the  chair  as  soon 
as  a  quorum  is  present;  and  the  record  of  the  preceding  meeting 
shall  then  be  read,  unless  such  reading  is  dispensed  with  by  the 
unanimous  consent  of  those  present.  After  which  at  all  special 
meetings  the  business  for  which  the  meeting  was  called  shall  be 
transacted,  and  at  the  annual  meeting  the  order  of  business  shall 
be  as  follows:  — 

First.  —  The  unfinished  business  and  the  assignments  of  the 
last  meeting  shall  be  announced  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Presi- 
dent and  taken  up  in  order. 

Second.  —  The  Secretary  shall  be  called  on  to  submit  a  written 
report  of  the  doings  of  the  Standing  Committee  for  the  year 
ending  with  the  previous  31st  of  December. 

Third.  —  The  Treasurer  shall  be  called  upon  to  submit  a 
written  report  of  his  doings  for  the  year  ending  with  the  pre- 
vious 3l8t  of  December,  and  the  financial  condition  of  the  cor- 
poration of  that  date. 

Fourth.  —  The  Committee  to  audit  the  Treasurer's  accounts 
shall  be  called  on  for  a  report. 

Fifth.  —  Any  special  committee  which  may  have  been  ap- 
pointed during  the  year  shall  be  called  on  to  report. 

Sixth.  —  If  the  Standing  Committee  shall  have  proposed 
changes  in  the  By-laws,  the  same  shall  be  voted  upon  as  pro- 
vided in  Article  VII. 
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Seventh.  —  If  the  Standing  Committee  shall  have  made  any 
nominations  to  membership  in  the  corporation^  an  election  shall 
be  held  as  provided  in  Article  I. 

Eighth.  —  An  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  shall  be 
held^  as  provided  in  Article  lY.^  Section  1. 

Ninth.  —  On  the  announcement  of  the  vote  the  newly  elected 
President  shall  take  the  chair^  and  shall  give  the  members  present 
an  opportunity  to  present  new  business. 

Tenth.  —  The  newly  elected  President  shall  appoint  a  com- 
mittee to  audit  the  Treasurer's  accounts. 

ARTICLE    IV. 

Of  Officers. 

1.  The  officers  of  the  corporation  shall  be  a  President^  a  Vice- 
President,  a  Secretary  and  a  Treasurer.  The  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  shall  be  ex-officiis  members  of  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee, which  shall  consist  of  seven  persons  in  all.  The  officers 
and  the  Standing  Committee  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  corporation,  an  adjournment  thereof,  or 
at  a  meeting  in  lieu  of  such  annual  meeting,  as  above  provided; 
and  they  shall  hold  their  offices  for  one  year,  or  until  others  are 
duly  chosen  and  qualified  in  their  stead.  Any  vacancy  occurring 
in  any  of  the  above  offices  from  death,  resignation  or  inability, 
shall  be  filled  by  the  Standing  Committee  at  their  next  regular 
meeting  or  at  a  special  meeting  to  be  called  for  the  purpose 
before  such  regular  meeting. 

2.  The  President  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  corpora- 
tion. If  he  is  absent,  the  Vice-President,  and,  if  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent is  also  absent,  a  President  pro  tempore,  chosen  by  hand  vote 
of  the  members  of  the  corporation  present,  shall  preside,  and 
shall  have  all  the  powers  and  perform  all  the  duties  of  the 
President. 

3.  The  Secretary  shall  warn  the  members  of  all  meetings  of 
the  corporation,  according  as  he  may  be  directed  by  votes  of  the 
Standing  Committee.  He  shall  call  the  meetings  of  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  as  he  may  be  directed  by  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  or  on  the  request  in  writing  of  any  two  members 
thereof.  He  shall  carry  on  all  the  correspondence  of  the  corpo- 
ration not  otherwise  provided  for,  and  shall,  when  the  corre- 
spondence is  of  importance,  preserve  copies  of  the  letters  sent 
and  the  original  letters  received,  for  transmission  with  his  rec- 
ords to  his  successor  in  office.    He  shall  keep  an  exact  record  of 


12  PUBLIC  RESERVATIONS. 

all  meetings  of  the  corporation  and  of  the  Standing  Committee, 
with  the  names  of  the  members  present,  entering  in  full  all 
reports  of  committees,  which  may  be  accepted,  by  either  body, 
unless  otherwise  directed. 

At  the  January  meeting  of  the  Standing  Committee  he  shall 
make  a  written  report  of  the  doings  of  that  body  for  the  year 
ending  on  the  previous  81st  of  December;  and,  if  the  report  is 
approved,  he  shall  present  it  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  cor- 
poration. 

4.  The  Treasurer  shall,  when  directed,  as  provided  in  the  next 
paragraph,  make  disbursements;  and  he  shall  also  collect  aU 
moneys  due  to  the  corporation,  and  shall  keep*  regular  and  f£th- 
ful  account  of  all  the  moneys  and  funds  of  the  corporation  which 
shall  come  into  his  hands  and  of  all  receipts  and  expenditures 
connected  with  the  same,  which  accounts  shall  always  be  open 
to  the  inspection  of  members  of  the  corporation.  He  shall  make 
no  investments  and  pay  no  moneys  without  either  the  approval 
of  a  majority  of  the  Standing  Committee  or  else  of  such  o£Scer 
or  committee  as  said  Standing  Committee  shall  appoint  to  act 
for  it  in  these  matters.  At  the  January  meeting  of  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  he  shall  make  a  written  report  of  his  doings  for 
the  year  ending  on  the  previous  Slst  of  December;  and,  if  his 
report  is  approved,  he  shall  present  it  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  corporation. 

ARTICLE    V. 

Of  the  Standing  Cojchittbb. 

The  Standing  Committee  shall,  at  its  first  meeting  after  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  corporation  in  each  year,  elect  a  chairman, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  committee. 
In  his  absence  a  chairman  pro  tempore  may  be  chosen  by  hand 
vote.  The  Standing  Committee  shall  meet  at  least  once  in  every 
month,  and  a  quorum  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  three  mem- 
bers. The  Standing  Committee  may  nominate  or  refuse  to  nom- 
inate new  members  of  the  corporation,  may  accept  or  decline  gifts 
offered  to  the  corporation,  may  approve  or  disapprove  invest- 
ments or  expenditures  proposed  by  the  Treasurer,  may  approve 
or  disapprove  all  bills  against  the  corporation,  may  appoint  sub- 
committees of  their  number,  may  appoint  and  remove  agents, 
may  engage  whatever  assistance  is  needed  to  administer  the 
affairs  of  the  corporation,  may  designate  such  agents  and  em- 
ployees by  such  titles  as  they  may  deem  proper,  and,  in  general, 
may  exercise  all  the  executive  powers  of  the  corporation. 
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AETICLE   VI. 

Of  the  Seal. 

The  corporate  seal  shall  be  a  circular,  flat-faced  die  of  about 
an  inch  and  a  half  in  diameter,  with  the  name  of  the  corpora- 
tion, the  year  of  its  organization,  the  word  ^^  Massachusetts ''  and 
the  figure  of  a  pine  tree  so  engraved  on  its  face  that  it  can  be 
embossed  on  paper  by  pressure. 

AKTICLE    VII. 

Of  AMEKDliENTS. 

At  any  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation,  or  at  a  special 
meeting  called  for  the  purpose,  these  By-laws  may  be  amended, 
altered  or  repealed  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  present 
and  voting,  provided  that  notice  of  such  proposed  change  shall 
have  been  given  in  the  call  of  the  meeting. 
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TWENTT-THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


TRUSTEES  OF  PUBLIC  RESERVATIONS. 


The  Standing  Conmiittee  of  the  Trustees  of  Public  Ees- 
ervations  submits  herewith  its  twenty-third  annual  report. 

Virginia  Wood,  in  Stoneham,  is  cared  for  satisfactorily  by 
the  Metropolitan  Park  Commission  as  a  part  of  the  Middle- 
sex Fells  Eeservation,  and  the  only  duty  which  your  com- 
mittee finds  to  perform  is  to  keep  the  Trustees  informed 
from  year  to  year  as  to  the  condition  of  this  first  gift  to  the 
corporation.  No  new  work  has  been  done  in  the  Wood  dur- 
ing the  year,  except  some  slight  thinning  and  the  removal 
of  some  of  the  less  valuable  trees,  to  protect  and  improve  the 
growth  of  the  beautiful  pines  and  hemlocks  which  are  to  be 
found  in  this  Section,  and  which  form  the  most  beautiful  and 
interesting  growth  in  the  entire  Middlesex  Fells.  The  con- 
dition of  the  older  growth  is  excellent,  and  the  young  growth 
of  seedling  hemlock  and  pine  is  in  especially  flourishing  con- 
dition. This  section  continues  to  be  one  of  the  most  popular, 
and  is  visited  by  a  large  number  during  the  year,  especially 
by  those  who  are  familiar  with  the  reservation. 

Goodwill  Park,  in  Falmouth,  has  been  cared  for  under  the 
direction  of  the  local  committee,  the  town  providing  the  neces- 
sary fimds  by  its  usual  annual  appropriation.  The  roads 
have  been  improved  by  removal  of  stones  and  by  giving  a 
little  more  width  to  them  in  places.  Considerable  dead  wood 
has  been  taken  out  and  some  small  trees  have  been  removed 
for  the  benefit  of  an  especially  fine  beech,  with  which  they 
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were  interfering.  As  it  appeared  that  the  use  of  the  Park 
was  quite  limited  if  only  horses  and  carriages  were  admitted, 
the  roadways  have  been  opened  to  automobiles,  which  has 
given  the  public  considerably  larger  benefit  of  the  attractive 
premises  for  picnic  and  other  purposes. 

Two  additional  gifts  of  land  have  been  accepted  by  the 
trustees  this  year  as  a  part  of  this  holding.  The  first,  con- 
taining about  an  acre,  was  received  from  the  heirs  of  Oliver 
C.  Swift,  and  is  a  narrow  strip  of  land  along  the  northern 
shore  of  Grew's  Pond,  extending  from  the  pumping  station 
of  the  Falmouth  water  works  to  land  given  a  few  years  ago 
to  the  Trustees  by  Mr.  Henry  H.  Fay  and  his  sister.  Miss 
Sarah  B.  Fay.  This  parcel  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the 
road  leading  from  the  State  highway  to  Long  Pond.  By  this 
gift  the  entire  frontage  of  Grew's  Pond  comes  into  public 
ownership. 

The  second  gift  is  from  Miss  Sarah  B.  Fay,  of  a  parcel  con- 
taining about  fifty  acres,  extending  from  the  State  highway 
to  the  western  shore  of  Long  Pond.  This  land  is  wooded  and 
of  much  the  same  character  as  that  of  Goodwill  Park,  and 
although  it  does  not  immediately  adjoin  the  Park,  is  im- 
portant as  placing  an  additional  portion  of  the  shore  of  Long 
Pond  in  the  control  of  the  Trustees.  Miss  Fay  has  provided 
in  her  deed  that  the  Trustees  may  exchange  a  portion  of  the 
land  bordering  on  the  highway  for  other  lands  bordering  on 
the  Pond,  and  it  seems  quite  possible  that  such  an  arrange- 
ment may  be  carried  out.  Your  committee  has  already  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  it  is  very  desirable,  both  for  the 
interest  of  the  Park  and  .the  protection  of  the  pond  as  con- 
nected with  the  town's  water  supply,  that  as  much  as  possible 
of  the  shore  of  Long  Pond  should  be  acquired,  and  Miss 
Fay's  gift  is  another  step  in  this  direction. 

Mount  Ann  Park,  in  Gloucester,  has  had  the  care  of  the 
local  committee.  Although  the  deed  of  this  tract  of  hill  and 
woodland  provides  that  it  shall  be  kept  as  a  "  wild  park," 
it  is  necessary  to  keep  a  few  paths  open  and  marked  with 
signs.  It  is  also  necessary  to  keep  watch  against  the  increase 
of  the  gypsy  moth,  which  is  found  in  great  quantities  in  this 
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section  of  Massachusetts.  The  possibility  of  opening  several 
vistas  from  the  summit  of  Mount  Ann  has  been  suggested 
and  should  be  carefully  considered.  At  present  the  view  has 
become  much  obstructed  by  the  tree  growth,  and  the  pleasure 
of  the  climb  is  diminished  thereby. 

Rocky  Narrows,  on  the  Charles  River,  in  Sherbom,  is 
reached  from  the  highway  only  with  much  difficulty,  and  is 
seldom  visited  except  by  those  who  use  the  river  in  canoes 
and  boats.  No  misuse  of  the  camping  ground  or  injury  to 
the  tree  growth  has  been  noted  this  year,  but  the  paths  and 
bridges  are  falling  out  of  repair  and  will  need  attention  in 
the  spring.  The  presence  of  the  gypsy  moth  is  apparent,  and 
it  is  intended  to  have  the  nests  destroyed  this  winter  so  far. 
as  they  can  be  found. 

Governor  IIutchinsoYhS  Field,  in  Milton,  has  been  cared 
for  in  the  usual  manner.  The  grass  was  sold  standing.  The 
gypsy  moth  situation  is  not  alarming,  and  although  there 
are  a  good  many  on  the  grounds,  there  are  probably  rather 
less  than  there  were  two  or  three  years  ago.  The  brown-tail 
moths  were  fairly  abundant,  but  the  trees  which  they  espe- 
cially like  have  been  removed,  and  it  is  hoped  the  trouble 
from  this  pest  will  be  diminished.  The  weedy  brush  was 
cut  off  this  autumn,  and  a  number  of  the  younger  trees,  in 
places  where  they  were  too  thick,  were  removed. 

Monument  Mountain  Reservationj  in  Qreat  Barrington, 
has  continued  to  demand  thought  and  attention  on  account 
of  the  conditions  produced  by  the  fire  which  a  few  years  ago, 
spreading  from  the  adjoining  lands,  swept  through  an  im- 
portant part  of  the  tree  growth  of  the  reservation.  The  dead 
and  dying  trees  have  been  gradually  removed,  together  with 
the  slash,  which  would  have  added  to  the  danger  of  fire 
in  the  future.  This  work  has  been  done  under  the  super- 
vision of  Fisher  &  Bryant,  consulting  foresters,  and  under 
the  supervision  of  the  same  firm  a  gradual  reforestation  of 
the  burned  portions  will  be  begun  this  spring.  In  view  of 
the  danger  from  insect  pests  and  the  presence  of  the  chest- 
nut blight  in  this  vicinity,  the  new  planting  will  be  of  white 
pines. 
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Another  difficulty  to  be  met  each  year  in  this  holding  is 
the  repair  of  the  road  to  the  summit,  which  is  much  used 
during  the  summer  months.  Unfortunately  for  the  reserva- 
tion, a  private  owner  of  woodland  to  the  west  has  the  right 
to  haul  out  wood  over  a  portion  of  this  road,  and  consequentJy 
each  spring  finds  the  road  badly  cut  up  and  washed  out  in 
places.  So  long  as  the  hauling  continues  annual  repairs  will 
be  necessary,  but  whenever  this  use  of  hauling  timber  is  over, 
it  is  practicable  and  desirable  to  build  a  road  of  permanent 
character.  The  old  house,  which  at  the  time  this  reservation 
was  acquired  was  occupied  by  a  life  tenant,  had  been  un- 
occupied for  some  time,  and  was  in  a  condition  beyond  repair 
and  has  been  torn  down.  The  barn,  which  is  in  better  con- 
dition, has  been  preserved  in  case  it  should  be  found  useful 
in  connection  with  the  care  of  the  reservation.  The  number 
of  visitors  to  the  moimtain,  especially  during  the  summer 
months,  is  reasonably  large,  and  the  worth  of  this  thoughtful 
gift  to  the  public  is  constantly  demonstrated. 

Pine  Knoll,  in  Sheffield,  has  received  its  usual  care.  The 
road  leading  to  the  Knoll  has  been  graded  and  the  fence 
painted.  Several  of  the  smaller  pines  in  the  rear  of  the 
Knoll  have  died  and  have  been  removed,  and  it  may  be  well 
to  set  out  others  to  take  their  places.  Additional  settles  are 
desirable  in  the  grove,  as  it  is  much  used  by  the  people  in 
the  vicinity. 

Petticoat  Hill,  at  Williamsburg,  does  not  call  for  special 
mention  this  year.  The  local  custodian  reports  that  the  paths 
were  repaired  in  the  spring,  and  dead  wood  removed.  The 
use  of  the  park  has  been  about  the  same  as  usual,  many  com- 
ing from  Northampton  by  the  street  railway  line. 

It  seems  desirable  to  vour  committee  that  an  effort  should 

If 

be  made  to  secure  for  the  corporation  a  fund,  the  income  of 
which  might  be  used  for  the  general  purposes  for  which  the 
Trustees  were  organized.  Under  present  conditions  the 
Trustees  are  unable  to  consider  the  acceptance  of  any  gift 
of  land,  however  attractive,  unless  it  is  accompanied  by  a 
fund,  the  income  of  which  will  be  sufficient  for  the  perpetual 
maintenance  of  the  gift.    This  not  only  has  led  to  the  neces- 
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sary  refusal  of  gifts,  but  restrains  your  committee  from  any 
activity  in  seeking  to  obtain  gifts  of  lands  which  in  their 
opinion  might  well  be  secured  for  public  use.  Your  com- 
mittee will  take  steps,  with  your  approval,  towards  securing 
such  a  fund,  and  will  ask  the  aid  of  the  Trustees  individually 
towards  the  same  end. 


4 


Jan. 'is. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  P.  WALCOTT,  Chairman. 
CHARLES  S.  SARGENT, 
NATHANIEL  T.  KIDDER, 
CHARLES  S.  RACKEMANN, 
EDWARD  W.  FORBES, 
GEORGE  WIGGLESWORTH,   Treasurer, 
JOHN  WOODBURY,  Secretary, 

Standing  Committee. 
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Virginia    Wood, 20 

GoodwiU    Park, 189 

Rocky   Narrows, 01 
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GoTomoT  Hutehinaon's  Field, 10 

Monument   Mountain  Beserration, •         .         .260 

The  Pine  Knoll, 6 

Pettieoat  Hill, 60 
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ACT  OF  INCORPORATION. 


Chaptsb  352,  Acts  of  1891. 

An  Act  to  establish  the  Trustees  of  Fublio  Bbseevations. 

Section.  1.  .  Frederick  h,  Ames^  Philip  A.  Chase,  Christopher 
Clark,  Charles  B.  Codman,  Elisha  S.  Converse,  (George  F.  Hoar, 
John  J.  Russell,  Leverett  Saltonstall,  Charles  S.  Sargent,  Na- 
thaniel S.  Shaler,  George  Sheldon,  William  S.  Shurtleff,  George 
H.  Tucker,  Francis  A.  Walker,  George  Wigglesworth,  their  asso- 
ciates and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the  name 
of  The  Trustees  of  Public  Beserrations,  for  tiie  purpose  of  acquir- 
ing, holding,  arranging,  maintaining,  and  opening  to  the  public, 
under  suitable  regulations,  beautiful  and  historical  places  and 
tracts  of  land  within  this  Commonwealth,  with  the  powers  and 
privileges  and  subject  to  the  duties  set  forth  in  chapter  one  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  of  the  Public  Statutes  and  in  such  other  general 
laws  as  now  are  or  hereafter  may  be  in  force  relating  to  such 
corporations;  but  said  corporation  shall  have  no  capital  stock. 

Section  2.  Said  corporation  may  acquire  and  hold  by  grant, 
gift,  devise,  purchase,  or  otherwise,  real  estate,  such  as  it  may 
deem  worthy  of  preservation  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  public,  but 
not  exceeding  one  million  dollars  in  value,  and  such  other  prop- 
erty, both  real  and  personal,  as  may  be  necessary  or  proper  to 
support  or  promote  the  objects  of  the  corporation,  but  not  ex- 
ceeding in  the  aggregate  the  further  sum  of  one  million  dollars. 

Sections.  All  personal  property  held  by  said  corporation, 
and  all  lands  which  it  may  cause  to  be  opened  and  kept  c^en  to 
the  public,  and  all  lands  which  it  may  acquire  and  hold  witii  this 
object  in  view,  shall  be  exempt  from  taxation  in  the  same  manner 
and  to  the  same  extent  as  the  property  of  literary,  benevolent, 
charitable,  and  scientific  institutions  incorporated  within  this 
Commonwealth  is  now  exempt  by  law;  but  no  lands  so  acquired 
and  held  and  not  open  to  the  public  shall  be  so  exempt  from 
taxation  for  a  longer  period  than  two  years.  Said  corporation 
shall  never  make  any  division  or  dividend  of  or  from  its  property 
or  income  among  its  members. 

Section  4.    This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 
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BY-LAWS  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  PUBLIC 

RESERVATIONS. 


ARTICLE    L 

Of  Mehbebs. 

The  members  of  the  corporation  shall  be  residents  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  their  number  shall  not  exceed  fif  1y. 

The  Standing  Committee  may^  if  it  sees  fit,  nominate  persons 
to  membership  by  inserting  the  names  of  candidates  upon  the 
notice  of  warning  of  any  meeting.  The  election  shall  take  place 
at  any  meeting  subsequent  to  such  notice,  and  shall  be  by  ballot 
upon  the  names  proposed  by  the  Standing  Committee;  and  any 
person  who  receives  the  yotes  of  two-thirds  of  the  members 
present  and  Toting  shall,  on  his  acceptance  in  writing  of  his 
election,  be  declared  and  enrolled  a  member  of  the  corporation. 
Membership  may  be  terminated  by  written  notice,  signed  by  the 
member,  and  delivered  to  the  Secretary  or  other  oflScer  of  the 
corporation. 

ARTICLE    IL 

Op  Founders,  Life  Associates  and  Contributobs. 

All  persons  from  whom  the  corporation  shall  receive  real  or 
personal  property  to  the  value  of  one  thousand  dollars  or  more 
shall  be  permanently  enrolled  as  Foimders. 

All  persons  not  entitled  to  be  enrolled  as  Founders,  from 
whom  the  corporation  shall  receive  real  or  personal  property  to 
the  value  of  one  hundred  dollars  or  more,  shall  be  enrolled  dur- 
ing life  as  Life  Associates. 

All  persons,  societies  or  corporations  not  entitled  to  be  enrolled 
as  Founders  or  Life  Associates,  from  whom  the  corporation  shall 
receive  one  or  more  dollars,  shall  be  enrolled  as  contributors  for 
the  year  in  which  payment  of  such  sum  is  made. 
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ARTICLE    IIL 

Of  Mebtinqs. 

1.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation  shall  be  held  on  the 
last  Wednesday  in  January,  in  Boston  or  at  such  other  city  or 
town  in  the  Commonwealth,  and  at  such  time  and  place,  as  the 
Standing  Committee  may  determine.  A  quorum  for  the  transac- 
tion of  business  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  seven  members,  but 
a  majority  of  the  members  present  and  voting  may  adjourn  any 
meeting  from  time  to  time  until  the  business  shall  have  been 
finished. 

In  the  event  of  the  annual  meeting,  by  mistake  or  otherwise, 
not  being  called  and  held  as  herein  prescribed,  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee shall  order  a  special  meeting  to  be  called  and  held  in  lieu 
of  and  for  the  purposes  of  the  annual  meeting. 

Special  meetings  of  the  corporation  may  be  called  by  the 
Standing  Committee  to  meet  at  any  time  and  place.  A  quorum 
at  a  special  meeting  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  seven  members. 

2.  At  all  meetings  the  President  shall  take  the  chair  as  soon 
as  a  quorum  is  present;  and  the  record  of  the  preceding  meeting 
shall  then  be  read,  unless  such  reading  is  dispensed  with  by  the 
unanimous  consent  of  those  present  After  which  at  all  special 
meetings  the  business  for  which  the  meeting  was  called  shall  be 
transacted,  and  at  the  annual  meeting  the  order  of  business  shall 
be  as  follows:  — 

First  —  The  unfinished  business  and  the  assignments  of  the 
last  meeting  shall  be  announced  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Presi- 
dent and  taken  up  in  order. 

Second.  —  The  Secretary  shall  be  called  on  to  submit  a  written 
report  of  the  doings  of  the  Standing  Committee  for  the  year 
ending  with  the  previous  Slst  of  December. 

Third.  —  The  Treasurer  shall  be  called  upon  to  submit  a 
written  report  of  his  doings  for  the  year  ending  with  the  pre- 
vious 3l8t  of  December,  and  the  financial  condition  of  the  cor- 
poration of  that  date. 

Fourth.  —  The  Committee  to  audit  the  Treasurer's  accounts 
shall  be  called  on  for  a  report 

Fifth.  —  Any  special  committee  which  may  have  been  ap- 
pointed during  the  year  shall  be  called  on  to  report. 

Sixth.  —  If  the  Standing  Committee  shall  have  proposed 
changes  in  the  By-laws,  the  same  shall  be  voted  upon  as  pro- 
vided in  Article  VII. 
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Seventh.  —  If  the  Standing  Committee  shall  have  made  any 
nominations  to  membership  in  the  corporation^  an  election  shall 
be  held  as  provided  in  Article  I. 

Eighth.  —  An  election  of  ofiScers  for  the  flimning  year  shall  be 
held,  as  provided  in  Article  IV.,  Section  1. 

Ninth.  —  On  the  annonncement  of  the  vote  the  newly  elected 
President  shall  take  the  chair,  and  shall  give  the  members  present 
an  opportunity  to  present  new  business. 

Tenth.  —  The  newly  elected  President  shall  appoint  a  com- 
mittee to  audit  the  Treasurer's  accounts. 

ARTICLE    IV. 

Of  Officers. 

1.  The  officers  of  the  corporation  shall  be  a  President,  a  Vice- 
President,  a  Secretary  and  a  Treasurer.  The  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  shall  be  ex-officiis  members  of  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee, which  shall  consist  of  seven  persons  in  all.  The  officers 
and  the  Standing  Committee  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  corporation,  an  adjournment  thereof,  or 
at  a  meeting  in  lieu  of  such  annual  meeting,  as  above  provided; 
and  they  shall  hold  their  offices  for  one  year,  or  imtil  others  are 
duly  chosen  and  qualified  in  their  stead.  Any  vacancy  occurring 
in  any  of  the  above  offices  from  death,  resignation  or  inability, 
shall  be  filled  by  the  Standing  Committee  at  their  next  regular 
meeting  or  at  a  special  meeting  to  be  called  for  the  purpose 
before  such  regular  meeting. 

2.  The  President  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  corpora- 
tion. If  he  is  absent,  the  Vice-President,  and,  if  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent is  also  absent,  a  President  pro  tempore,  chosen  by  hand  vote 
of  the  members  of  the  corporation  present,  shall  preside,  and 
shall  have  all  the  powers  and  perform  all  the  duties  of  the 
President. 

3.  The  Secretary  shall  warn  the  members  of  all  meetings  of 
the  corporation,  according  as  he  may  be  directed  by  votes  of  the 
Standing  Committee.  He  shall  call  the  meetings  of  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  as  he  may  be  directed  by  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  or  on  the  request  in  writing  of  any  two  members 
thereof.  He  shall  carry  on  all  the  correspondence  of  the  corpo- 
ration not  otherwise  provided  for,  and  shall,  when  the  corre- 
spondence is  of  importance,  preserve  copies  of  the  letters  sent 
and  the  original  letters  received,  for  transmission  with  his  rec- 
ords to  his  successor  in  office.    He  shall  keep  an  exact  record  of 
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all  meetings  of  the  corporation  and  of  the  Standing  Committee, 
with  the  names  of  the  members  present,  entering  in  full  all 
reports  of  committees,  which  may  be  accepted,  by  either  body, 
unless  otherwise  directed. 

At  the  January  meeting  of  the  Standing  Committee  he  shall 
make  a  written  report  of  the  doings  of  that  body  for  the  year 
ending  on  the  previous  31st  of  December;  and,  if  the  report  is 
approved,  he  shall  present  it  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  cor- 
poration. 

4.  The  Treasurer  shall,  when  directed,  as  provided  in  the  next 
paragraph,  make  disbursements;  and  he  shall  also  coUect  all 
moneys  due  to  the  corporation,  and  shall  keep  r^ular  and  faith- 
ful account  of  all  the  moneys  and  funds  of  the  corporation  which 
shall  come  into  his  hands  and  of  all  receipts  and  expenditure 
connected  with  the  same,  which  accounts  shall  always  be  open 
to  the  inspection  of  members  of  the  corporation.  He  shall  make 
no  investments  and  pay  no  moneys  without  either  the  approval 
of  a  majority  of  the  Standing  Committee  or  else  of  such  officer 
or  committee  as  said  Standing  Committee  shall  appoint  to  act 
for  it  in  these  matters.  At  the  January  meeting  of  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  he  shall  make  a  written  report  of  his  doings  for 
the  year  ending  on  the  previous  31st  of  December;  and,  if  his 
report  is  approved,  he  shall  present  it  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  corporation. 

ARTICLE    V. 

Of  the  Standing  Committee. 

The  Standing  Committee  shall,  at  its  first  meeting  after  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  corporation  in  each  year,  elect  a  chairman, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  committee. 
In  his  absence  a  chairman  pro  tempore  may  be  chosen  by  hand 
vote.  The  Standing  Committee  shall  meet  at  least  once  in  every 
month,  and  a  quorum  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  three  mem- 
bers. The  Standing  Committee  may  nominate  or  refuse  to  nom- 
inate new  members  of  the  corporation,  may  accept  or  decline  gifts 
offered  to  the  corporation,  may  approve  or  disapprove  invest- 
ments or  expenditures  proposed  by  the  Treasurer,  may  approve 
or  disapprove  all  bills  against  the  corporation,  may  appoint  sub- 
committees of  their  number,  may  appoint  and  remove  agents, 
may  engage  whatever  assistance  is  needed  to  administer  the 
affairs  of  the  corporation,  may  designate  such  agents  and  em- 
ployees by  such  titles  as  they  may  deem  proper,  and,  in  general, 
may  exercise  all  the  executive  powers  of  the  corporation. 
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ARTICLE  VL 

Of  thb  Seal. 

The  corporate  seal  ehall  be  a  circular,  flat-faced  die  of  about 
an  inch  and  a  half  in  diameter,  with  the  name  of  the  corpora- 
tion, the  year  of  its  organization,  the  word  ^'  Massachusetts ''  and 
the  figare  of  a  pine  tree  so  engraved  on  its  face  that  it  can  be 
embossed  on  paper  by  pressure. 

ARTICLE    VIL 

Of  AliBKDMXNTS. 

At  any  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation,  or  at  a  special 
meeting  called  for  the  purpose,  these  By-laws  may  be  amended, 
altered  or  repealed  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  present 
and  voting,  provided  that  notice  of  such  proposed  change  shall 
have  been  given  in  the  call  of  the  meeting. 
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TWEKTY-FOURTH  AimUAL  REPORT 


or  THB 


TRUSTEES  OF  PUBLIC  RESERVATIONS, 


The  Standing  Conunittee  of  the  Trustees  of  Public  Kes- 
ervations  submits  herewith  its  twenty-fourth  annual  report. 

No  additions  have  been  made  to  the  holdings  of  the  Trus- 
tees during  the  past  year.  A  possible  acquisition  has  recently 
been  examined  by  your  committee,  but  no  action  has  yet 
been  taken  by  them.  The  lands  already  in  charge  of  the 
Trustees  have  been  cared  for  in  the  usual  manner,  and  have 
been  used  by  the  public  with  apparent  pleasure  and  satis- 
faction. 

Virginia  Wood  in  Stoneham  was  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Fanny 
Foster  Tudor  in  memory  of  her  daughter  Virginia  Tudor. 
It  is  perhaps  the  most  beautiful  and  interesting  section  of 
the  Middlesex  Fells  Reservation.  Since  1895  it  has  been 
treated  as  a  part  of  that  reservation,  and  has  been  cared  for 
by  the  Metropolitan  Park  Commission.  At  one  period  the 
magnificent  pines  which  are  the  most  striking  feature  of 
Virginia  Wood  were  in  serious  danger  of  destruction  by  the 
gypsy  moth.  Active  measures  were  necessary  and  were  taken 
by  the  Park  Commission  to  meet  this  condition,  and  no  per- 
manent injury  was  done.  This  section  is  still  given  special 
attention  each  year,  and  it  would  seem  that  thfe  danger  from 
insect  pests  had  been  averted.  The  forestry  work  that  has 
been  done  in  this  section  from  time  to  time  has  greatly  im- 
proved the  tree  growth,  and  the  improvement  becomes  more 
marked  as  the  younger  growth  develops,  the  young  hemlocks 
and  pines  responding  especially  well  to  the  treatment.  A 
few  paths,  a  rustic  bridge,  a  brook  with  a  picturesque  fall 
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are  other  features  which  add  attractiyeuess  to  the  wood.  At 
a  suitable  point  a  bronze  tablet  affized  to  a  ledge  records 
the  facts  attending  the  gift  of  this  reservation. 

OoodwUl  Park  in  Falmouth  was  the  gift  of  Joseph  Story 
Faj.  Several  additional  tracts  of  land  which  increase  the 
value  and  interest  of  the  park  have  been  received  from  time 
to  time  as  gifts  from  his  daughter  Susan  A.  Fay  and  his 
son  Henry  H.  Fay.  This  reservation  has  received  during 
the  year  the  usual  amount  of  care,  and  has  been  visited  by 
a  considerable  number  of  people.  The  roads  have  been 
scraped,  widened  and  put  in  good  condition,  and  a  vista 
cleared  affording  an  attractive  view  of  Long  Pond.  Dead 
branches  have  been  cut  and  removed  and  the  general  aspect 
of  the  woodland  improved.  The  town  of  Falmouth  made  its 
usual  appropriation  of  $300  for  the  maintenance  of  the  park 
from  which  all  expenditures  have  been  met.  Automobiles 
are  now  permitted  to  use  the  road,  which  privilege  gives  a 
larger  opportunity  to  enjoy  the  natural  beauties  of  the  park. 

Mount  Ann  Park  in  Gloucester  was  the  gift  of  William, 
Charles,  Robert  and  Laurence  Minot,  to  be  maintained  as 
a  wild  park,  and  as  a  memorial  of  their  brother  Henry  Davis 
Minot  whose  book  on  the  birds  of  New  England  ranks  with 
other  authoritative  works  on  this  subject.  This  holding  has 
been  of  late  exposed  to  two  serious  perils.  During  the  past 
year  fierce  woodland  fires  have  swept  over  200  acres  of  ad- 
joining territory,  but  fortunately  did  not  pass  the  bound- 
aries of  the  park.  In  addition  to  this  dangerous  condition 
the  park  is  surrounded  by  woodlands  which  have  been 
seriously  infested  with  the  gypsy  moth,  and  egg  clusters  of 
the  moth  have  been  found  in  considerable  numbers  in  the 
confines  of  the  reservation.  Until  now  careful  search  for 
the  eggs  and  their  destruction  in  the  usual  manner  has  pre- 
vented any  serious  injury  to  the  tree  growth.  Suggestions 
have  been  made  to  the  committee  that  a  radical  cutting  of 
the  trees  be  made  in  order  to  reduce  the  work  required  for 
protection.  It  is  the  opinion  of  your  committee  that  this 
is  a  method  to  be  used  only  as  a  last  resort,  and  that  no  such 
condition  exists  at  present  which  would  justify  such  action 
on  their  part.     The  need  of  an  observatory  on  Mount  Ann 
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has  again  been  called  to  the  attention  of  the  committee,  and 
it  is  their  opinion  that  a  building  of  this  kind  should  be 
erected  aa  soon  as  the  funds  therefor  can  be  obtained.  At 
present  the  view  from  the  summit  is  cut  off  by  the  tree  tops, 
and  to  restore  it  at  the  sacrifice  of  the  trees  would  not  meet 
with  the  approval  of  your  committee.  It  is  to  be  hoped, 
therefore,  that  a  sufficient  sum  to  defray  the  cost  of  building 
a  suitable  structure  may  be  soon  obtained,  either  through  the 
gift  of  some  one  to  whom  this  improvement  appeals,  or 
through  a  more  general  subscription  for  this  purpose. 

Rocky  Narrows,  on  the  Charles  River  at  Sherbum,  was 
given  to  the  Trustees  by  Mr.  Augustus  Hemenway,  who  pur- 
chased this  picturesque  spot  for  the  purpose  of  preserving 
it.  It  includes  a  rocky  ledge  surmounted  by  hemlocks,  and 
is  often  described  as  "  The  Gates  of  the  Charles."  A  swale 
on  the  down-stream  side  offers  excellent  facilities  for  camp- 
ing. This  reservation  is  well  known  to  canoeists  and  is  much 
used  by  them.  A  tendency  to  vandalism  which  appeared  a 
few  years  ago  has  disappeared.  The  present  danger  here, 
as  in  so  many  holdings  of  the  Trustees,  is  from  the  threat- 
ened damage  to  the  growth  from  the  gypsy  moth.  The  in- 
crease of  this  insect  pest  in  this  locality  will  require  special 
attention  this  winter.  Some  repairs  are  also  needed  on  the 
bridges  and  paths. 

Oovemor  Hutchinson's  Field  in  Milton  was  the  combined 
gift  of  the  late  John  M.  Forbes  and  his  sister  Mrs.  Mary  F. 
Cunningham  and  other  public-spirited  men  and  women  who 
united  in  a  subscription  for  the  purchase  of  other  adjacent 
lands  needed  for  the  rounding  out  of  the  reservation.  The 
field,  which  was  originally  a  part  of  the  Governor  Hutchin- 
son estate,  is  situated  on  the  easterly  side  of  Adams  Street 
at  the  highest  part  of  Milton  Hill.  Although  the  field  is 
used  to  some  extent  by  visitors,  it  is  probable  that  enjoyment 
is  given  to  the  larger  number  of  people  by  the  view  from 
the  road  across  the  field  and  over  the  Neponset  marshes  to 
the  blue  waters  of  the  sea  beyond.  Many  motorists  are  led 
to  take  this  road  in  going  from  or  returning  to  Boston  for 
the  pleasure  obtained  from  this  beautiful  outlook.  The  res- 
ervation has  received  its  usual  amount  of  care.     The  trees 
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have  been  sprayed,  and  although  the  gypsy  moth  is  still 
found  in  this  vicinity  the  conditions  are  in  no  wise  alarming. 
Some  new  fencing  will  soon  be  required  along  the  south- 
eastern boundary.  The  grass  has  ceased  to  be  of  sufficient 
value  to  sell,  and  is  given  away  each  year. 

Monument  Mountain  Beservation  was  the  gift  of  Miss 
Helen  C.  Butler,  and  is  a  memorial  of  her  sister  Rosalie 
Butler.  It  is  situated  in  Great  Barrington,  but  the  northern 
boundary  is  the  town  line  of  Stockbridge.  The  rugged  ledges 
of  the  mountain  are  well  known  to  all  travelers  in  the  Berk- 
shire Hills,  and  now  that  it  is  opened  to  the  public  and  the 
road  to  the  summit  kept  in  repair  the  number  of  visitors 
increases  each  year.  The  publishers  of  a  new  journal  called 
"  Stockbridge,"  issued  monthly,  are  desirous  of  making 
more  facts  concerning  the  reservation  known  to  the  public, 
and  for  that  purpose  have  obtained  from  the  committee  a 
detailed  plan  showing  boundaries,  paths,  trails  and  other 
features,  and  will  soon  print  a  special  article  concerning 
the  reservation.  The  physical  condition  of  the  reservation, 
generally  speaking,  is  much  improved  over  that  of  a  year 
ago,  or  even  two  years  ago.  The  forester  employed  by  the 
Trustees  visited  the  mountain  in  September,  just  after  a 
fire  had  run  through  a  portion  of  the  territory.  The  fire 
burned  over  an  area  of  some  75  acres  in  extent,  but  was  con- 
fined principally  to  the  ledges  and  high  places  where  there 
was  only  a  scattering  of  timber.  The  only  trees  of  any  size 
that  were  destroyed  were  chestnut  trees,  some  of  which  had 
been  seriously  damaged,  if  not  killed,  by  earlier  fires.  This 
area  will  now  be  cleared  of  chestnut  in  pursuance  of  the 
policy  heretofore  adopted  of  replacing  the  chestnut  as  rapidly 
as  possible  with  a  growth  of  white  pines.  The  forester  re- 
ports that  the  area  planted  last  year  with  white  pine  is  flour- 
ishing, and  in  his  opinion  is  likely  to  prove  successful. 

The  Pine  Knoll  in  Sheffield  was  purchased  by  a  small 
group  of  public-spirited  men  and  women  who  were  interested 
in  the  town  and  felt  that  this  unusual  bit  of  scenery  should 
be  preserved  unspoiled  for  future  generations.  It  is  used 
largely,  as  was  anticipated  by  those  who  gave  it,  by  the  peo- 
ple of  the  town  and  especially  by  the  school  children.     It 
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has  been  suggested  that  the  ezisting  fence  in  front  of  the 
knoll,  which  is  not  exactly  on  the  boundary  line  and  sep- 
arates the  knoll  from  the  school  grounds,  be  removed.  The 
property  of  the  Trustees  is  marked  by  boundary  stones,  and 
this  proposition  may  properly  be  given  consideration,  A 
request  for  additional  seats  has  been  received,  which  is  an- 
other indication  that  this  friendly  gift  for  the  benefit  of  the 
town  is  used  and  appreciated. 

Petticoat  Hill  in  Williamsburg  is  the  gift  of  Mrs,  Martha 
W.  Nash  as  a  memorial  to  her  husband,  Edward  W.  Nash, 
in  the  home  town  of  his  youth.  This  wooded  park  includes 
the  slope  of  a  hill  near  the  center  of  the  town.  It  is  much 
used  in  the  summer  time  by  the  children  of  the  village  who 
play  in  the  shade  of  the  trees.  Williamsburg  is  the  ter- 
minus of  an  electric  railway  which  brings  a  considerable 
number  of  visitors  from  Northampton  and  the  surrounding 
country.  These  find  this  wooded  slope  a  pleasant  spot  in 
which  to  rest  and  eat  their  lunches.  At 'the  foot  of  the  hill 
is  a  spring  of  good  water,  protected  by  a  curb,  and  a  rather 
steep  path  leads  to  a  viewpoint  at  the  top  of  the  hill,  from 
which  extensive  views  are  obtained  to  the  south  and  east. 
The  path  has  been  repaired  and  some  dead  trees  and  brush 
cut  out.     The  tree  growth  is  reported  as  in  good  condition. 

The  corporation  has  lost  this  year,  by  death,  one  of  its 
earliest  and  most  earnest  members.  Dr.  Charles  Sedgwick 
Minot  was  deeply  interested  in  the  work  of  this  organiza- 
tion and  kept  himself  informed  of  its  activities.  Known  to 
the  world  as  an  exact  scholar  and  eminent  man  of  science, 
he  was  also  known  to  his  friends  as  a  genuine  lover  of  the 
beautiful  in  nature.  His  name  is  permanently  enrolled  in 
the  records  of  the  Trustees  as  one  of  the  four  brothers  who 
established  Moimt  Ann  Park  in  memory  of  their  brother, 
Henry  Davis  Minot. 

In  former  reports  the  reasons  have  been  given  that  make 
it  desirable  that  the  Trustees  should  have  a  larger  permanent 
fund.  Without  it  no  gift  can  be  considered  that  is  not  ac- 
companied by  a  special  fund,  the  income  of  which  will  be 
sufficient  to  provide  maintenance  expenses.  Neither  is  it 
possible  for  the  Trustees  to  act  independently  in  purchasing 


PUBLIC  RESERVATIONS.  19 

or  otherwise  contributing  to  the  preservation  of  any  beauti- 
ful or  historic  spot  which  might  otherwise  be  lost  to  the 
public  for  all  time.  Following  a  suggestion  made  at  the  last 
meeting  the  Trustees  have  put  the  needs  of  the  corporation 
in  the  form  of  an  advertisement  in  the  "  Boston  Transcript/* 
which  has  from  time  to  time  a  column  devoted  to  similar 
notices.  It  is  too  soon  as  yet,  and  perhaps  present  conditions 
are  not  sufficiently  favorable,  to  expect  any  tangible  results 
from  such  an  appeal.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  however,  that  the 
Trustees  individually  will  bring  the  needs  of  the  corporation 
to  the  attention  of  those  who  are  interested  in  the  objects 
for  which  this  body  was  created. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  P.  WALCOTT,  Chairman, 

CHARLES  S.  SARGENT, 

NATHANIEL  T.  KIDDER, 

CHARLES  S.  RACKEMANN, 

EDWARD  W.  FORBES, 

GEORGE  WIGGLESWORTH,  Treasurer, 

JOHN  WOODBURY,  Secretary, 

Standing  Committee. 

Jan.  27,  1915. 
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FORM  OF  BEQUEST. 


I  give  to  the  Trustees  of  Public  Reservations,  created  by 
chapter  352  of  the  Acts  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts 

for  the  year  1891,  the  sum  of_j ^ 


.dollars. 


Societies  and  individuals*  interested  in  Massachusetts 
history,  natural  history,  scenery,  and  town  and  country 
improvement,  are  invited  to  contribute  to  the  working 
funds  of  this  Board.  The  treasurer  is  George  Wiggles- 
worth,  53  State  Street,  Boston.  The  secretary  is  John 
Woodbury,  14  Beacon  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 
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ACT  or  mCOBPORATION. 


Chaptbb  362,  Acts  or  1801. 

An  Act  to  establish  the  Trustees  of  Public  Reserva- 
tions. 

Section  1.  Frederick  L.  Ames,  Philip  A.  Chase,  Chris- 
topher  Clark,  Charles  R.  Codman,  Elisha  S.  Converse,  George 
F.  Hoar,  John  J.  Russell,  Leverett  Saltqnstall,  Charles  S. 
Sargent,  Nathaniel  S.  Shaler,  George  Sheldon,  William  S. 
Shnrtleff,  George  H.  Tucker,  Francis  A.  Walker,  George 
Wigglesworth,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made 
a  corporation  by  the  name  of  The  Trustees  of  Public  Reserva- 
tions, for  the  purpose  of  acquiring,  holding,  arranging,  main- 
taining, and  opening  to  the  public,  under  suitable  regulations, 
beautiful  and  historical  places  and  tracts  of  land  within  this 
Commonwealth,  with  the  powers  and  privileges  and  subject 
to  the  duties  set  forth  in  chapter  one  hundred  and  fifteen  of 
the  Public  Statutes  and  in  such  other  general  laws  as  now 
are  or  hereafter  may  be  in  force  relating  to  such  corporations; 
but  said  corporation  shall  have  no  capital  stock. 

Section  2.  Said  corporation  may  acquire  and  hold  by 
grant,  gift,  devise,  purchase,  or  otherwise,  real  estate,  such 
as  it  may  deem  worthy  of  preservation  for  the  enjoyment  of 
the  public,  but  not  exceeding  one  million  dollars  in  value, 
and  such  other  property,  both  real  and  personal,  as  may  be 
necessary  or  proper  to  support  or  promote  the  objects  of  the 
corporation,  but  not  exceeding  in  the  aggregate  the  further 
sum  of  one  million  dollars. 

Section  3.  All  personal  property  held  by  said  corporation, 
and  all  lands  which  it  may  cause  to  be  opened  and  kept  open 
to  the  public,  and  all  lands  which  it  may  acquire  and  hold 
with  this  object  in  view,  shall  be  exempt  from  taxation  in  the 
same  manner  and  to  the  same  extent  as  the  property  of 
literary,  benevolent,  charitable,  and  scientific  institutions  in- 
corporated  within   this    Commonwealth   is    now   exempt   by 
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law;  but  no  lands  so  acquired  and  held  and  not  open  to  the 
public  shall  be  so  exempt  from  taxation  for  a  longer  period 
than  two  years.  Said  corporation  shall  never  make  any  divi- 
sion or  dividend  of  or  from  its  property  or  income  among  its 
members. 
Section  4.     This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 
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BT-LAWS   OF   THE   TRUSTEES   OF   PUBLIC 

RESERVATIONS. 


ARTICLE  L 

Of  Members. 

The  members  of  the  corporation  shall  be  residents  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  their  number  shall  not  exceed  fifty. 

The  Standing  Committee  may,  if  it  sees  fit,  nominate  per- 
sons to  membership  by  inserting  the  names  of  candidates  upon 
the  notice  of  warning  of  any  meeting.  The  election  shall  take 
place  at  any  meeting  subsequent  to  such  notice,  and  shall  be 
by  ballot  upon  the  names  proposed  by  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee; and  any  person  who  receives  the  votes  of  two-thirds 
of  the  members  present  and  voting  shall^  on  his  acceptance  in 
writing  of  his  election,  be  declared  and  enrolled  a  member  of 
the  corporation.  Membership  may  be  terminated  by  written 
notice,  signed  by  the  member  and  delivered  to  the  Secretary 
or  other  officer  of  the  corporation. 

ARTICLE IL 

Of  Founders,  Life  Associates  and  Contributors. 

All  persons  from  whom  the  corporation  shall  receive  real 
or  personal  property  to  the  value  of  one  thousand  dollars  or 
more  shall  be  permanently  enrolled  as  Founders. 

All  persons  not  entitled  to  be  enrolled  as  Founders,  from 
whom  the  corporation  shall  receive  real  or  personal  property 
to  the  value  of  one  hundred  dollars  or  more,  shall  be  enrolled 
during  life  as  Life  Associates. 

All  persons,  societies  or  corporations  not  entitled  to  be 
enrolled  as  Founders  or  Life  Associates,  from  whom  the  cor- 
poration shall  receive  one  or  more  dollars,  shall  be  enrolled 
as  contributors  for  the  year  in  which  payment  of  such  sum 
is  made. 
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ARTICLE  II L 

Op  Meetings. 

1.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation  shall  be  held  on 
the  last  Wednesday  in  January,  in  Boston  or  at  such  other 
city  or  town  in  the  Commonwealth,  and  at  such  time  and 
place,  as  the  Standing  Committee  may  determine.  A  quorum 
for  the  transaction  of  business  shall  consist  of  not  less  than 
seven  members,  but  a  majority  of  the  members  present  and 
voting  may  adjourn  any  meeting  from  time  to  time  until  the 
business  shall  have  been  finished. 

In  the  event  of  the  annual  meeting,  by  mistake  or  otherwise, 
not  being  called  and  held  as  herein  prescribed,  the  Standing 
Committee  shall  order  a  special  meeting  to  be  called  and  held 
in  lieu  of  and  for  the  purposes  of  the  annual  meeting. 

Special  meetings  of  the  corporation  may  be  called  by  the 
Standing  Committee  to  meet  at  any  time  and  place.  A 
quorum  at  a  special  meeting  shall  consist  of  not  less  than 
seven  members. 

2.  At  all  meetings  the  President  shall  take  the  chair  as  soon 
as  a  quorum  is  present;  and  the  record  of  the  preceding 
meeting  shall  then  be  read,  unless  such  reading  is  dispensed 
with  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  those  present.  After  which 
at  all  special  meetings  the  business  for  which  the  meeting  was 
called  shall  be  transacted,  and  at  the  annual  meeting  the  order 
of  business  shall  be  as  follows :  — 

First,  —  The  unfinished  business  and  the  assignments  of  the 
last  meeting  shall  be  announced  by  the  Secretary  to  the 
President  and  taken  up  in  order. 

Second.  —  The  Secretary  shall  be  called  on  to  submit  a 
written  report  of  the  doings  of  the  Standing  Committee  for 
the  year  ending  with  the  previous  31st  of  December. 

Third,  —  The  Treasurer  shall  be  called  upon  to  submit  a 
written  report  of  his  doings  for  the  year  ending  with  the 
previous  31st  of  December,  and  the  financial  condition  of 
the  corporation  of  that  date. 

Fourth,  —  The  Committee  to  audit  the  Treasurer's  accounts 
shall  be  called  on  for  a  report. 

Fifth,  —  Any  special  committee  which  may  have  been  ap- 
pointed during  the  year  shall  be  called  on  to  report. 

Sixth,  —  If  the   Standing   Committee    shall  have  proposed 
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changes  in  the  By-laws,  the  same  shall  be  voted  upon  as 
provided  in  Article  VII. 

Seventh,  —  If  the  Standing  Committee  shall  have  made  any 
nominations  to  membership  in  the  corporation,  an  election 
shall  be  held  as  provided  in  Article  I. 

Eighth.  —  An  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  shall 
be  held,  as  provided  in  Article  IV.,  Section  1. 

Ninth.  —  On  the  announcement  of  the  vote  the  newly 
elected  President  shall  take  the  chair,  and  shall  give  the 
members  present  an  opportunity  to  present  new  business. 

Tenth.  —  The  newly  elected  President  shall  appoint  a  com- 
mittee to  audit  the  Treasurer's  accounts. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

Of  Officers. 

1.  The  officers  of  the  corporation  shall  be  a  President,  a 
Vice-President,  a  Secretary  and  a  Treasurer.  The  Secretary 
and  Treasurer  shall  be  ex-officiis  members  of  the  Standing 
Committee,  which  shall  consist  of  seven  persons  in  all.  The 
officers  and  the  Standing  Committee  shall  be  chosen  by 
ballot  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation,  an  adjourn- 
ment thereof,  or  at  a  meeting  in  lieu  of  such  annual  meeting, 
as  above  provided;  and  they  shall  hold  their  offices  for  one 
year,  or  until  others  are  duly  chosen  and  qualified  in  their 
stead.  Any  vacancy  occurring  in  any  of  the  above  offices 
from  death,  resignation  or  inability,  shall  be  filled  by  the 
Standing  Committee  at  their  next  regular  meeting  or  at  a 
special  meeting  to  be  called  for  the  purpose  before  such 
regular  meeting. 

2.  The  President  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  corpora- 
tion. If  he  is  absent,  the  Vice-President,  and,  if  the  Vice- 
President  is  also  absent,  a  President  pro  tempore,  chosen  by 
hand  vote  of  the  members  of  the  corporation  present,  shall 
preside,  and  shall  have  all  the  powers  and  perform  all  the 
duties  of  the  President. 

3.  The  Secretary  shall  warn  the  members  of  all  meetings  of 
the  corporation,  according  as  he  may  be  directed  by  votes 
of  the  Standing  Committee.  He  shall  call  the  meetings  of 
the  Standing  Committee  as  he  may  be  directed  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  or  on  the  request  in  writing  of  any  two 
members  thereof.     He  shall  carry  on  all  the  correspondence 
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of  the  corporation  not  otherwise  provided  for,  and  shall,  when 
the  correspondence  is  of  importance,  preserve  copies  of  the 
letters  sent  and  the  original  letters  received,  for  transmission 
with  his  records  to  his  successor  in  office.  He  shall  keep  an 
exact  record  of  all  meetings  of  the  corporation  and  of  the 
Standing  Committee,  with  the  names  of  the  members  present, 
entering  in  fxJl  all  reports  of  committees,  which  may  be  ac- 
cepted, by  either  body,  unless  otherwise  directed. 

At  the  January  meeting  of  the  Standing  Committee  he  shall 
make  a  written  report  of  the  doings  of  that  body  for  the  year 
ending  on  the  previous  31st  of  December;  and,  if  the  report 
is  approved,  he  shall  present  it  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
corporation. 

4.  The  Treasurer  shall,  when  directed,  as  provided  in  the 
next  paragraph,  make  disbursements;  and  he  shall  also  collect 
all  moneys  due  to  the  corporation,  and  shall  keep  regular 
and  faithful  account  of  all  the  moneys  and  funds  of  the  cor- 
poration which  shall  come  into  his  hands  and  of  all  receipts 
and  expenditures  connected  with  the  same,  which  accounts 
shall  always  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  members  of  the 
corporation.  He  shall  make  no  investments  and  pay  no 
moneys  without  either  the  approval  of  a  majority  of  the 
Standing  Committee  or  else  of  such  officer  or  committee  as 
said  Standing  Committee  shall  appoint  to  act  for  it  in  these 
matters.  At  the  January  meeting  of  the  Standing  Committee 
he  shall  make  a  written  report  of  his  doings  for  the  year 
ending  on  the  previous  31st  of  December;  and,  if  his  report 
is  approved,  he  shall  present  it  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
corporation. 

ARTICLE   V, 

Of  the  Standing  Committee. 

The  Standing  Committee  shall,  at  the  first  meeting  after 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation  in  each  year,  elect  a 
chairman,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  preside  at  all  meetings 
of  the  committee.  In  his  absence  a  chairman  'pro  tempore  may 
be  chosen  by  hand  vote.  The  Standing  Committee  shall  meet 
at  least  once  in  every  month,  and  a  quorum  shall  consist  of 
not  less  than  three  members.  The  Standing  Committee  may 
nominate  or  refuse  to  nominate  new  members  of  the  corpora- 
tion, may  accept  or  decline  gifts  offered  to  the  corporation, 
may  approve  or  disapprove  investments  or  expenditures  pro- 
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posed  by  the  Treasurer,  may  approve  or  disapprove  all  bDls 
against  the  corporation,  may  appoint  subcommittees  of  their 
number,  may  appoint  and  remove  agents,  may  engage  what- 
ever assistance  is  needed  to  adminbter  the  affairs  of  the  cor- 
poration, may  designate  such  agents  and  employees  by  such 
titles  as  they  may  deem  proper,  and,  in  general,  may  exercise 
all  the  executive  powers  of  the  corporation. 

ARTICLE  VL 
Of  the  Seal. 

The  corporate  seal  shall  be  a  circular,  flat-faced  die  of  about 
an  inch  and  a  half  in  diameter,  with  the  name  of  the  corpora- 
tion, the  year  of  its  organization,  the  word  "Massachusetts" 
and  the  figure  of  a  pine  tree  so  engraved  on  its  face  that  it  can 
be  embossed  on  paper  by  pressure. 

ARTICLE  VI  L 

Of  Amendments. 

At  any  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation,  or  at  a  special 
meeting  called  for  the  purpose,  these  By-laws  may  be  amended, 
altered  or  repealed  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members 
present  and  voting,  provided  that  notice  of  such  proposed 
change  shall  have  been  given  in  the  call  of  the  meeting. 
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TWENTY-FIFTH    ANNUAL    REPORT 


or  THB 


TRUSTEES  OF  PUBLIC  RESERVATIONS 


The  Standing  Committee  of  the  Trustees  of  Public  Reser- 
vations submits  herewith  its  twenty-fifth  annual  report. 

Virginia  Wood  in  Stoneham  has  been  cared  for  by  the 
Metropolitan  Park  Commission  in  the  usual  manner.  Dur- 
ing the  spraying  season  the  trees  and  undergrowth  were 
carefully  and  thoroughly  sprayed  as  a  protection  against 
the  gypsy  moth  and  other  insect  pests.  A  small  amount  of 
forestry  work  is  now  going  on  consisting  mainly  of  the 
removal  of  dead  or  suppressed  trees.  The  paths  and  bridges 
have  been  kept  in  order,  and  the  wood  remains,  as  it  always 
has  been,  one  of  the  most  attractive  sections  of  the  Middle- 
sex Fells. 

Goodwill  Park  in  Falmouth  has  received  its  usual  amount 
of  care  under  the  direction  of  the  local  committee.  The 
town  of  Falmouth  made  its  usual  annual  appropriation  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  park,  and  the  chief  item  of  expense 
this  year  was  the  renewal  of  the  fence  along  the  Gifford 
road.  The  opening  of  the  roads  in  the  park  to  automobiles 
has  resulted  in  a  much  larger  use  of  the  park  by  the  public. 

Mount  Ann  Park  in  Gloucester  has  had  the  careful  atten- 
tion of  the  local  committee.  Although  maintained  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  terms  of  gift  as  a  "wild  park,"  it  is 
necessary  every  year  to  do  considerable  work  in  removing 
dead  wood  which  threatens  in  case  of  fire;  in  keeping  a  few 
paths  open;  and,  in  recent  years,  in  prevention  work  against 
the  ravages  of  the  gypsy  moth,  which,  so  far,  has  been  success- 
ful. A  visit  from  members  of  this  committee  to  Mount  Ann 
has  resulted  in  a  recommendation  from  them  that,  instead  of 
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building  an  observatory  on  the  summit  as  has  been  often 
suggested,  vistas  be  opened  up  in  several  directions  which 
will  give  the  important  views.  In  many  cases  such  vistas 
ofiFer  more  pleasant  prospects  than  does  a  wude  general  view, 
and  in  this  particular  case  such  a  method  would  avoid  many 
of  the  problems  which  are  presented  in  the  plan  of  building 
an  observatory  and  maintaining  it  in  proper  order  in  so 
retired  a  location.  Your  committee  therefore  recommends 
that  the  incoming  committee,  with  the  advice  of  a  competent 
expert,  try  the^  effect  of  opening  up  the  views  in  several 
directions  in  the  manner  suggested.  An  attempt  having  been 
made  by  an  adjoining  owner  to  close  one  of  the  approaches 
to  the  park  from  Essex  Avenue,  proper  legal  steps  have  been 
taken  to  have  the  way  kept  open. 

Rocky  Narrows  in  Sherborn  has  been  cared  for  as  usual 
and  has  had  the  usual  number  of  visitors.  These  are  largely 
confined  to  canoeists  in  the  Charles  River,  as  there  is  no 
good  approach  from  the  land  side. 

Governor  HuichinsorCa  Field  in  Milton  is,  as  its  name  im- 
plies, kept  as  an  open  area  so  that  the  well-known  view 
from  Milton  Hill  across  the  meadows  of  the  Neponset  River 
to  Boston  Harbor  and  beyond  may  not  be  obstructed.  The 
grass  has  been  sold  or  given  away  from  year  to  year,  and 
this  summer  it  was  found  necessary  to  clear  away  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  bushes  and  weeds  which  have  encroached 
upon  the  field.  This  year,  as  usual  a  certain  amount  of 
g>T)sy  moth  work  has  been  required  on  the  trees  along  the 
road  and  bank,  and  a  wire  fence  has  been  built  along  the 
South  boundary  with  the  adjoining  owner. 

Monument  Mountain  Reservation  in  Great  Barrington  has 
required  considerable  attention.  The  policy  of  replacing  the 
areas  which  have  been  burned  over,  and  the  chestnut 
growth  as  fast  as  its  removal  becomes  necessary,  with  white 
pine,  has  been  continued.  The  forester  employed  by  the 
Trustees  reports  that  practically  all  of  the  trees  planted 
last  year  are  alive  and  doing  well.  Arrangements  have  been 
made  for  planting  10,000  or  12,000  three-year  seedlings  this 
coming  spring.  The  road  and  most-used  path  up  the  moun- 
tain will  require  repairs  in  the  spring.    The  portions  of  the 
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reservation  along  the  highway  have  been  used  considerably 
by  automobile  parties  for  lunching,  and  apparently  on  several 
occasions  for  camping  over  night.  This  use  has  led  to  the 
accumulation  of  rubbish  and  other  forms  of  nuisance,  and 
emphasizes  the  desirability  of  a  caretaker  living  near  or 
on  the  premises.  This  would  seem  to  be  best  arranged  if 
it  should  be  found  practicable  to  build  a  small  house  and 
necessary  outbuildings  on  that  part  of  the  reservation  that 
was  formerly  known  as  the  Hickey  farm,  and  the  rent  of 
the  house  and  the  use  of  the  land  immediately  adjoining 
might  count  towards  the  remuneration  which  a  caretaker 
should  receive.  The  Trustees  have  been  notified  that  the 
State  Highway  Commission  is  about  to  make  certain  changes 
in  the  highway  at  this  point  for  the  purpose  of  removing 
curves  and  straightening  the  road. 

Pine  Knoll  in  ShejEBeld  has  received  its  usual  care.  The 
old  wooden  fence  along  the  front  has  been  removed  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  recommendations  made  last  year,  and  the 
north  and  south  fences  have  been  painted.  The  use  of  the 
knoll  requires  that  more  seats  should  be  furnished,  and 
possibly  a  substantial  table  which  could  be  used  for  picnic 
purposes. 

Petticoat  Hill  in  Williamsburg  has  been  visited  during  the 
year  by  the  usual  number  of  people.  The  path  to  the  sum- 
mit was  put  in  good  condition  in  the  spring,  but  has  been 
badly  washed  by  the  heavy  rains  of  the  past  summer,  and 
will  again  require  to  be  put  in  condition  in  the  spring.  The 
chestnut  growth  in  this  reservation  begins  to  show  the 
effects  of  the  blight,  and  the  affected  trees  will  be  removed 
this  winter. 

Your  committee,  after  careful  consideration,  found  it  neces- 
sary to  decline  the  only  gift  which  has  been  offered  to  the 
Trustees  during  the  past  year.  By  the  wills  of  Edward 
Wheelwright  and  his  wife  and  their  brother,  Henry  A. 
Wheelwright,  it  was  provided  that  on  the  death  of  the 
survivor  a  large  tract  of  woodland  in  the  town  of  Cohasset 
should  be  offered  to  the  Trustees,  together  with  a  fund  which 
the  testators  estimated  would  be  ample  for  its  care  and 
maintenance.    The  attractiveness  of  this  intended  gift  lay 
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chiefly  in  its  trees,  many  of  which  were  excellent  specimens 
of  their  kind.  During  the  last  years  of  the  surviving  brother 
he  was  in  such  condition  of  health  that  he  was  imable  to 
give  personal  attention  to  this  land,  and  the  woods  became 
thoroughly  infested  with  the  gypsy  moth.  After  his  death 
came  prolonged  litigation  over  his  will,  and  it  was  not  until 
last  summer  that  the  executor  was  in  position  to  lay  the 
proposed  gift  before  your  committee  for  its  consideration. 
From  a  personal  examination  by  members  of  the  committee 
it  was  clear  that  a  large  part  of  the  woodland,  including 
most  of  the  best  trees,  was  injured  beyond  recovery  by  the 
ravages  of  the  gypsy  moth,  and  that  the  income  of  the  fund 
which  woidd  accompany  the  gift  was  insujBScient  to  meet  the 
probable  expense  of  controlling  the  pest  and  thus  possibly 
saving  some  portion  of  this  once  attractive  piece  of  woods, 
even  without  taking  into  consideration  the  other  demands 
which  would  be  made  on  the  fund  for  the  general  care  and 
maintenance  of  the  proposed  park.  Therefore,  with  full 
appreciation  of  the  public  spirit  which  led  the  testators  to 
make  the  provisions  they  did  in  their  wills,  your  committee, 
in  view  of  the  changed  conditions,  were  constrained  to 
formally  decline  the  gift. 

Since  the  last  annual  meeting  the  Trustees  have  lost  by 
death  two  members  of  the  corporation.  Charles  Francis 
Adams  had  from  its  inception  been  interested  in  the  purposes 
of  this  organization.  When  in  1892,  principally  through  the 
activity  of  the  Trustees,  a  State  commission  was  created  to 
consider  the  need  of  more  public  open  spaces  in  what  is  now 
knpwn  as  the  metropolitan  district,  including  Boston  and 
the  surrounding  cities  and  towns,  Mr.  Adams  was  appointed 
by  Governor  William  E.  Russell  chairman  of  that  commis^ 
sion.  The  report  of  that  commission  made  to  the  Legisla- 
ture of  1893  was  written  by  Mr.  Adams,  and  was  a  model 
of  cogency  and  conciseness.  The  present  Metropolitan  Park 
Commission  was  created  to  carry  out  the  recommendations 
therein  contained,  and  Mr.  Adams  became  the  chairman  of 
that  Board.  He  held  that  position  until  the  land  takings 
as  outlined  in  the  report  were  made  and  the  Metropolitan 
Park  System  assured,  and  then  resigned  to  obtain  more  time 
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for  other  interests  which  demanded  his  attention.  He  never, 
however,  lost  interest  in  the  purposes  for  which  this  organiza- 
tion was  created. 

Christopher  Clarke  of  Northampton  was  a  charter  member 
of  the  Trustees  of  Public  Reservations.  He  was  for  many 
years,  and  until  the  time  of  his  death,  city  forester  of 
Northampton,  serving  without  compensation,  and  that  city 
owes  to  him  the  preservation  and  improvement  of  its  road- 
side trees.  He  was  not  only  interested  in  the  preservation 
in  public  use  of  as  much  as  possible  of  the  beautiful  and 
interesting  scenery  of  Massachusetts,  but  gave  a  large  part 
of  his  time  and  his  best  efforts  to  bring  about  this  desirable 
result.  Even  up  to  last  winter,  at  an  advanced  age,  he 
continued  to  appear  before  committees  of  the  Legislature  to 
urge  acquirement  by  the  State  of  tracts  which  he  believed 
should  be  obtained  and  held  for  the  public.  He  had  created 
a  corporation  to  hold  and  preserve  Mount  Holyoke  until 
such  time  as  the  State  should  be  induced  to  make  it  a 
public  reservation.  His  name  will  always  be  associated  with 
the  Mount  Tom  State  Reservation,  which  owes  its  existence 
to  his  enthusiasm  and  persistent  efforts. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  P.  WALCOTT,  Chairman, 

CHARLES  S.  SARGENT, 

NATHANIEL  T.  KIDDER, 

CHARLES  S.  RACKEMANN, 

EDWARD  W.  FORBES, 

GEORGE  WIGGLESWORTH,  Treasurer, 

JOHN  WOODBURY,  Secretary, 

Standing  CommiUee, 
Jan.  26,  1916. 


PUBLIC  RESERVATIONS. 

6       s 


h 


>*    i?     >*     >-     >>    S? 


^     %     < 


ii 


O        Ot^Oi        S        S        S 


OS    o 


.-'S 


».is 


8.1  S 


t-HH     t-     E-" 


III 


PUBLIC  RESERVATIONS. 


21 


fH 

• 

CO 

CO 

t* 

s 

)&^ 

CO 

00 

Tj<lC 

CO 

<N 

tHtH 

t^ 

05 

CO 

«» 

«» 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

GO    OQ 

^  ^ 

•  PH  -r^ 

Sift 

O    0) 

'OTS 

d  d 

o  o 

-e  "»* 

O 

QQ    QQ 

O 

intere 
intere 

o  o 

o 

HH 

H 

i-H  1—1 

1-H 

• 

Us 

^S 

tgp 

►? 

COOi 


CO 

CO 

I 


OQ 

i. 

a  ^ 

^  § 

08  03 


•(NCO 

Q 


o 

CO 

CO 
Oi 


5j      - 


CO 

o 

a; 


HH 


i-HrJ< 


o 

§ 

o 
Eh 


I 


22 


PUBUC  RESERVATIONS. 


o 


I 

i 


<S 


2^ 


s 


s 


3 


•  l-H         CO 
I* 


o 
o 


Oil 


s  a 


o 
CO 

o 


CO 


o 

% 

a 

d 

o 

Q 

^ 

-'^ 

A 

a 

a> 

0) 

i-H 

a> 

.  « 

Eh 

H 

§ 

.S 

o 

o 

•E 

•c 

o 

0? 

Q  Q  a^  bo 


o 


tH  CO         U5 

K-5  H^ 


I 


.s 


r  ^ 

OP   o 
••I    OQ 

•I"! 

So 

c8  QQ  ^  c3  OS  c3 

pq     pqpQ     pq 


is 


lOC^ 


CO 


Q   O 


00 


i-it*-        C^        00 


si 


^ 
s 


PUBLIC  RESEEVATIONS. 


23 


00 


6 


1-4        CO        00 


»-9 


1^ 


■■§ 


9 


I 

1 

ft5 


o 
d 

03 
'oS 


1-1 

•  CO 

S  c5 

a> 

Q 

CO 

CO 

o 

o 

Oi 

o 

s; 

'*4 

o 

08 
Xi 


I 


24 


PUBLIC  BESERVATIONS. 


o 


s 


03 

Q 


CO 

o 

J5 


eo 

Q 


CO 


S  5: 


CO 


to 


i 


I 


&* 


3 


^ 


«  a-s.  a*  a-a 


H  H  H 


d 
03 

O 


1-4  CO   00   to   00 


s 


I 


■s. 


PUBLIC  RESERVATIONS. 


25 


o 


S5 


3S 

(5 


« 

Q 


Sgl 

^ 

s^ 

S 

•»i-C 

^   .   . 

s 

Q)        •       . 

^ 

s 

u     •     ' 

o 

««H 

Ih 

o    •    . 

^ 

Eh 

w  ■  • 

o 

bO    .     . 

u 

8  g-g- 

Ts  a  flj 

•3  R'S 

>>®  >> 

m     p:) 

O         1-4 

•              CO 

a  d    s 

1  (S 

^  s  s 

^ 

2: 

S    S    S 

s 

1-H 

1-H 

1-H 

«» 

•» 

«» 

»      1^       .     1^       • 

'c3     % 

H     H 

%    § 

•  o    •  ©    • 

a      d 

o      o 

.•^    .-d   . 

ft     ft 

^     ^ 

'c3      'S 

•Eh    -Eh    • 

§       § 

•  o    ■  «    • 

•c    -c 

o       c 

-^  J .' 

sT  fl  -5  fl  -§ 

balan< 
coupo 
graph 
coupo 
graph 

3 

2 

o  o  «  o  <»^ 

o 

EhH     H 

Eh 

i-iO       ic 

1-H 

i-H 

■ 

u» 

90 

rH 

V4 

19 

Jan. 
July 

'§ 

•^ 

5 


1 

Oh 


s 


o 


I 


CO 

Q 


o 

kO 


s 


a; 
P 


J 

03 

o 
Eh 


o 


"I 


§ 


26 


PUBLIC  RESERVATIONS. 


6 


i< 


C^        CO 

»o 

kC 

CO       -* 

t^ 

t* 

$  n 

5 

1^ 

T-< 

fH 

•» 

•» 

«» 

*A   • 

o 

.ts   . 

a 

c8 

© 

1^14 

s 

• 

•    M 

o 

«M 

.^   . 

o 

•I  • 

• 

•ft  . 

g&: 

s 

S-sl" 

s 

•--<  'S  ra 

08  ^  d 

"rt 

,n 

>» 

PQPQ 

PQ 

iHt^ 

tH 

• 

■ 

h 

(-,>-S 

^ 

s  s 

t^     t* 

5 

lO 

»-C         1-4 

t^ 

«» 

I-* 

»— 1 

>>•>%• 

o        u 

a      a 

;i-;i- 

•8  .-«  ; 

d      a 

i.-l. 

s  .a  . 

«  « 

o       o    . 

bC    *  bfi 

03        03 

O          O 

a  -a  • 

o  ^o  . 

«      •» 

^    CO    -^    OQ    C? 

2 CO  SCO 

§ 

|p3§tf 

's 

Q  Ph    Q  HH 

o 

H     H 

H 

CO      to 

»-i 

^         »"• 

CO 

;? 

°i  1 

oq 
^ 

£ 


« 

Q 


r^ioot^coco'^^^ 

QOOCOt^OOb"'^ 


t^t*0i»0»CO 


CO 


o  o 


W      V-/      Q      M    ^ 


COI> 

CO  ^ 

Oi-l 
CI 


o 

CO 


PUBLIC  RESEEVATIONS. 


■I 
I"' 


m-. 


T- 


f  .-  , 


^ 


?' 


^. 


S  ■ 


'.L^y^ 


•        •  •      Jt 

^    -  f  *  *  * 


THB  NEW  YORK  PUBUG  LIBRARY 

RBFBRBNGB  DBPARTMBNT, 


'.* 


This  book  is  mider  no  oircnmiteiioo*  to  be 
taken  from  t^  Bnildintf 


'  *. 


•J% 


/  •- 


1  / 


1 

1 

- 

4 

1 

» 

- 

f 

• 

• 

« 

' 

• 

• 

1 

' 

• 

\ 

« 

■ 

1 

*» 

toTtn  410 

1 

• 

••■• 


h ' 


I  ^ 


Si 

■  u' 


,  * 


.*• '.    ■ 


,w  »l 


• 


i 


•t  ^; 


i 


f 


r.  • 

,; 


!    fe 


